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Britain’s “lame-duck” government 
is now stalling talks on the future 
of the European Union, the shad- 
. ~ ow Foreign Secretary, Robin Cook, 
iki- said last night. 

attack folkwed an admission 
a-£ by Malcolm Rifkind, the Foreign 
Secretary, that there would be no 
£ hard negotiations in the in ter-gov- 
. vjb i a . emmeutaJ talks on the future of the 
Unlonunrfl after the next election. 
- “U don’t expect the negotiating 
.-"•ipfeo become really serious until after 
election on the issues where 
^JsTiheire is a difference between our- 
-^ selves and the Labour Party," Mr 
' Riflrind told BBC Radio 4’s Today 
”\i ’programme. 

“Because, obviously, what other 
\' m J European governments are waiting 

to see is if there was a change of- 
;i«i government in this country, then 
Kppe of the demands from Brus- 
*- sds would amply fall into their lap. 

• They would not need to negotiate. 

. — . • “So... they will wait to see the 

outcome of the general election." 
But, with Conservative ministers 
\ now directing all their attention to 
j the campaign for an election that 
: r could still be up to four months off, 

• ‘ Mr Cook condemned the paralysis 
’jj. at the heart of the Government. 

■*' ' ■_ “It i&not only Britain that is now 

.. 3 ’ being held back by this lame-duck 
T :'- ••*; government," he told The Indepen- 
dent, “but. on the Foreign Secretm/s 
. admission, the whole of Europe. 

“I am g fed Mr Rifkihd hais ad- 
ii'Y mined that the rest of Europe ex- 
' " pects Labour to be elected He has ; 
let out one of the reasons why it is 
i - important that the Conservatives 
gp; they cannot do business on 
important matters on which we 
; ’ ^cannot stand stifl.* 

>" |pT "■^ ie Foreign Secretary’s state- 
7- ^ Lmeta also raises the question as to 
, Mw&er any agreement can possi- 
• p iw.'reacfred on the fatuze-of- 

I-; ‘Tfsiope package in time far an 
S’ : Anperdam summit in June. 

. 'w l §so substantive negotiations are 

f .|to$c held until after the election, 
pad the election, is delayed until 
M May, there would be insufficient 
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time for any government - Tory or 
Labour— to %na 1 k/» agreement on 
a number of issues, such as quali- 
fied majority voting, that must re- 
main con trcwn^ for both parties. 

The Conservative strategy is to 
portray Tony Blair as the Brussels 
“poodle” who will roll over and 
concede critical elements of British 
sovereignty in the talks. 

Labour replies that Mr Blair can 
be as sceptical as John Major on es- 
sential questions, but he does not 
have to look over his shoulder at a 
recalcitrant and rebellious party 
which gives bnw no room for 
manoeuvre in European talks. 

The extern to which the election 
camp ai g n will dominate die West- . 
minster and Whitehall agendas for 
the new year was fltastrated by 
farther developments yesterday. 

The Conservative Research 
Department issued a briefing. pa-; 
per alleging thai Lahpm.wasabcgg 
to embark an a “negative cam- 
paigning" spree in January; deni- 
grating its opponents rather than 
selling its own positive message. 

The lories alleged that Labour 
was planning to spell out the “night- 
mare vision” of the cotmtry if Mr 
Major won a fifth term of office. 

While Labour claims that the 
Ibries are plamunga £7m poster 
campaign, the Tbries said ah the ev- 
idence showed that Labourwas be- 
ing relentlessly negative, with its 
“Enough is enough" campaign. 

“Labour is equally conscious of 
the Conservative capacity for neg- 
ative campaigning, and is remind- 
ing frontbenchers that they must 
make.no statements that might be 
taken to commit Labour to spend 
more money in government. 

Ministers last month totted up 
the costs of every Labour spending 
commitment they could possibly pin 
on their opponents, and came up 
with a figure of £30bn. 

That figure will be used to sus- 
tain a repeat of tbehighfysiiccessiful 
1992 Conservative election cam- 
paign theme; that Labour will have 
to finance its alleged spending 
commitments with a secret “tax 
bombshell" for middle-income 
families. 






Artful parcefc A statue well wrapped-up for protection against frost damage standing in the restored early 18th- 
century Privy Garden at Hampton Court Palace, In south-west London \ Photograph: John Voos 
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Nurses made confessions 
‘under extreme pressure’ 
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Stave Boggan - 

Confessions allegedly made by two 
British muses charged with killing a fel- 
low muse in Saudi Arabia were extracted 
underpressure after five days of ques- 
tioning, according to colleagues of the 
women in Dhahran. 

Sources at the King Fahd Military 
Medical Centre, where Yvonne Gil- 
ford, 51, was murdered, claim that the 
women wens told they would be freed if 
they signed - the confessions. 

Details of the pressure on the women 
emerged as die family of one, Lucille 
McLauchlan, 31, held an emotional 
news conference at which they disclosed 
that she bad called them from prison to 
protest her innocence. 

Ms McLauchlan and Deborah Parry, 
41. were charged on Christmas Eve 
with the murder of Yvonne Gilford, in 
Dhahran. Ms Gilford, an Australian, bad 


been stabbed four times, beaten over the 
head with a hammer and smothered in 
her room on 10 December. A week lat- 
er, the two British nurses were alleged- 
ly caught by a .store video camera using 
her credit cards. 

A colleague of the accused, who re- 
fused to be named, said: “Both girls were 
questioned for five days without lawyers 
present They were told that if they signed 
a. confession, they would be allowed to 
go home. Nobody here believes that the 
girls could have done this." 

Another said there was concern over 
a murder two years ago in which a Fil- 
ipino nurse was stabbed to death. That 
case remains unsolved, although no one 
was available at the medical centre to 
confirm the details last night. A third 
nurse said: “Obviously, everyone here is 
very concerned and very frightened. It 
is very hard to believe that those girls 
could have been responsible for such a 


brutal murder." During yesterday’s news 
Conference in Ms McLauchtan's borne 
tt|vn of Dundee, her mother, Ann, 
Broke down in tears and her father, Stan, 
displayed signs of strain. Her brother, 
^ohn, 28, was the only family member to 
speak. 

[ He said: “Wfe have spoken to Lucy very 
briefly on the phone and she has assured 
tys of heT innocence. 

■ “We are obviously worried sick about 
her situation and are making efforts to 
sxure the very best legal representation 
for her. Lucy lived for nursing and has 
igie nt all her working life caring for oth- 
ers. Anyone who knows Lucy knows she 
&pot capable of honing anyone." 


| Family details for Ms Party, who is 
mOught to come from the Midlands, are 
dndear. It is understood she told col- 
leagues in Dhahran that her mother, fa- 
ther, brother and brother-in-law were all 

qead. 
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Cdd enough for 
statues to wrap 
up, for snow to 
fell in central 
London . . . yet 
it’s one of the 
warmest years 
on record 


Mchoias Scboon 

Environment Correspondent 


Much of lowland Britain re- 
ceived its first aiowfaQ of the 
wmter yesterday, but the world 
as a whole remained over-heat- 
ed this year. 

Frost and patchy Eng is fore- 
cast for the last weekend of 1996 
- a year which is tu p im g out to 
be one of the tea warmest in a 
record of global temperatures 
stretching back over 140 jpears. 

cakmdar year gathered in by the 
MeteorologjcaJ Office's Hadley 

Centre for Climate Prediction in 

Berkshire, it emerges that six of 
. the ten hottesyearsare from the 
Nineties anirthree from the 
Eighties. This adds to scientists' 
confidence that they are wit- 
nessing a man-made warming 
caused by a build-upof beat trap- 
ping gases in the atmosphere - 
a trend that could have great im- 
pact on farming, water resources 
and wildlife within a few decades. 

The Hadley Centre takes 
data from more than 1.000 
weather stations around the 
world. “The run of warm years 
is continuing." one of its cli- 
matologists, Dr David Parker, 
said. IbgcLher with the Uni- 
versity of East Anglia, the cen- 
tre keeps temperature records 
stretching back tol860 using ob- 
servations from ships and buoys 
as weD as on-land stations. 

The record shows 1995 as the 
hottest overall year, followed by 
1990, then 1991 and 1994; 1996 
is expected io be the eighth 
warmest. From January to No- 
vember, temperatures around the 
planet were, on average, 023C 

above the king-term averages for 
the 30 years between 1961 and 
1990. Dr Parker said that with 
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year after year of tengjeratures 
well above average, confidence 
was growing tint this was the ‘Trigr 
nal" of the man-made climate 
change forecast to accelerate 
into die next century. 

“The overall temperature 
trend may be upwards ... but 
there will still be coaler years 
and even cooler decades be- 
cause of the targe natural vari- 
abihiyinlhe cttmale," he added. 

The atmospheric concentra- 
tions of carbon dioxide and 
other greenhouse gases, pro- 
duced chiefly by burning fossil 
fuels and forests, have been ris- 
ing steadily. As a result the at- 
mosphere's balance of heat 
radiation shifts, wanning the air 
near the surface and cooling 
higher altitudes. 

■The Department of Social Se- 
curity made its first post-Christ- 
mas announcement of areas 
where vulnerable households on 
income support will be entitled 
to extra cola-weather payments 
of £8.50 to keep warm. The list 
included five places in Scotland 
and Lisoombe in Somerset. 


CONTENTS 


The Broadsheet 

Business & City ..16-18 , _ 

Comment 14,15 Motoring ..... . ...16 

Foreign News . . . .10-12 of the \fear 12,13 

Home News 2-9 Shopping .15 

Leadier, Letters 14 pZ "11 

Obituaries 13 22,24 

£i - t o Weather . . 

S 

The Long Weekend 

Arts, Books 

Country, Gardens ... 


17,18 


I 


BARCLAYS 


Call into any branch for more information. 

** ft. . BuidqriMn ^ — * > „ 4- » * 



i 1 - a 

.:a - "7 ~~ * 











m 






B 


« 2 


SATURDAY 28 I^CEMBER 1996 - THE INDEPENDENT X . | 

i news 

: . .. .■ ; - : ;y ' 

— — Will P 


Poverty warning over pensions 



Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 


Millions of people are heading 
for retirement penury, accord- 
ing to a detailed Labour analy- 
sis of official pensions statistics. 

John Denham, the shadow 
pensions minister, said yester- 
day: “Tory pension policy is 
Uke a pensions Titanic. Millions 
of people are sailing unknow- 
ingly towards a retirement dis- 
aster. Information coDated from 


many different surveys shows 
that millions of people are not 
covered by employers' pension 
schemes; others are making 
tiny contributions to persona] 
pensions, or are making no sec- 
ond pension provision at alL 

“Sualler companies are least 
likely to offer pension schemes, 
and these are often inade- 
quate. Women arc most likely 
to receive inadequate pen- 
sions.” 

Mr Denham has discovered 


that almost a quarter of all 
weridng adults - neariy 6m01km 
people - have not made any 
pension provision whatever. 

But of the 5.5 million who 
have appropriate personal pen- 
sions. 4.5 million made month- 
ly minimum contributions of £50 
orkssin 1994-95. 

.*. “Lew contributions and high 
charges mean that the pension 
paid will be very low - invest- 
£50 a month would g' ‘ 
pension of only £2,C 


a year,” Mr Denham said. 

Yel the average monthly min- 
imum contribution to all per- 
sonal pensions is only £35 a 
month, and in 1994-95 more 
than 1,8 million people with per- 
sonal -pensions made no con- 
tribution at all 

According to a Department 
of Social Security report. Per- 
sonal Pension Statistics 1994-95, 
the lowest minimum contribu- 
tions to personal pensions are 
being made by people living in 


the North, Wiles and Northern 
Ireland, where median mini- 
mum contributions are less 
than £3Q'a month. < . 

Other facts uncovered by Mr 
Denham include: 

■ A woman who takes a career 
break of four years to have cluL 
dree, the national average, will 
retire on a personal pension 
worth almost a third less than 
a colleague who takes no break; 

■ Only sbe out of lOempIoyees 
in private companies are cow- 


ered by any employer's pension 
scheme; . . . 

■ In the 1 millio n- firms with 

fewer than 100 employees, few- 
er than four out of lu employ- 
ees are co v ered by a pension 
scheme; ‘ . . 

■ Seven out of 10 companies 
with five or fewer employees do 
not offerany kind of pension - 

. arrangement; 

■ Most "employees in small 
compaity oocttparioual pension 
schemes are likely to get about 



company scheme. 
Ho 


However, the. Labour 
spokesman last night accepted 
that while millions were ^ mak- 
ing inadequate, provision for 
their retirement, one of the 
most widespread complaints 
was that those, who had saved 
were penalised when it came to 
means-tested benefits - with 
those who had not saved getting 


fi^sic .state pensions 
> with council tax ben- 
_ and housing benefit.. 

Mr Denham said last ni 
that one of a Labour govern- 
ment's firsrtasksweuldbe to set 
up ait independent body to re- 
port mid advise on the state of 
pension provision. 

It would also establish a val- 
ue-for-money -“stakeholder 
pension”,, offering better pen- 
sions for the same level of con- 
tributions. 







Adoption law to 
curb political 
correctness 


Patricia Wynn Davies 

Legal Affairs Editor 


Voluntary agencies, church 
groups and charitable bodies 
could be given a key role in de- 
ciding the suitability of would- 
be adoptive parents in a bid by 
the Prime Minister to stamp out 
political correctness in adoption 
and reduce the influence of so- 
cial workers. 

John Major has asked the 
Downing Street Policy Unit to 
examine all possible alternatives 
to local authority social work- 
ers who currently carry out (he 
bulk of assessment work, in ad- 
vance of unveiling a Conserva- 
tive election manifesto pledge 
to reform adoption law. 

The Policy Unit review 
comes amid mounting concern 
about the plight of the 55.000 
children in lootl authority care, 
a number of whom Mr Major 
believes could be being denied 
the chance of a stable adoptive 
family because of political cor- 
rectness in council social ser- 
vices departments. 

A pony’ source said: “He is 
concerned about cases such as 
(he couple cm a blacklist because 
they had too many books in the 
house, or the mixed-race child 
who had to wait three years 
while social workers tried to find 
a mixed race couple.” 

If the Conservatives win the 
election, the Government plans 
to revive the draft adoption Bill 
which was dropped before this 
autumn's Queen’s Speech. The 
Bill was axed because of fears 
that it would re-ignite die foxy 
over family values that had 
been generated by the divorce 


law changes. But amid mount- 
ing concerns for children mov- 
ing through a succession of dif- 
ferent foster parents or at risk 
of being institutionalised or 
abused in care homes, Mr Ma- 


jor now views reforming adop- 
as a priority for 


tion procedures 
the next Parliament 

The source conceded that 
most of the expertise in assess- 
ment for adoption lay with so- 
cial work departments in local 
authorities. But under the plans 
being developed, other bodies, 
including the religious adoption 
agencies, children’s charities 
or local church-based groups, 
would be encouraged to take on 
a far greater role in the work of 
matching a child with an adop- 
tive family. 

The possibility of allowing 
new organisations to set them- 
selves up as private sector bod- 
ies rather than within the vol- 
untary/chari table sector has not 
yel been ruled either in or out 
by Downing Street But a foil- 
scale “privatisation" of adoption 
assessment - which would pro- 
voke warnings about “baby- 
farming" practices common in 
some overseas countries - is be- 
lieved to be unlikely. 

The assessment of prospec- 
tive adopters would be carried 
out withm a strict legal frame- 
work setting out the rights of 
natural parents, children and 
prospective adopters. 

The Government hopes that 
widening the field will lead 
to a cultural change in favour 
of adoption as a natural choice 
for women, as it once was, who 
face difficulties in looking after 
their babies. 


Bailiffs 


swoop 
on road 
protest 
camp 


Full-time attack 
on Asda chief 


Anthony Bovins 


Labour warned yesterday that 
the voters of Tunbridge Wells 
would be “short-changed” if 
they voted for the Tory candi- 
date Archie Norman at the 
next election - because the 
Asda chairman believes that be- 
ing an MP is not a full-lime job. 

Mr Norman said in a pre- 
Christmas interview with the 
Yorkshire hvr that for this rea- 
son he hoped to stay on as pan- 
time chairman of the store 
group for another three years. 

That provoked Labour cam- 
paign spokesman Brian Wilson 
to reply: "Most MPs find that 
constituency and parliamen- 
tary work add un to something 
more than a full-time job. The 
Klea lluit >i hi can also run a gn v 
cci\ chain is bizarre ... With an 
attitude like this, it would he no 
surprise if Tunbridge Wells de- 
cides to express its disgust." 

Despite Mi Wikon's protes- 
tations. a significant minority » 4 
MPs do treat the Commons as 
a part-time place of employ- 
ment. A number of former 
ministers who arc standing 
down from Parliament at the 


next election have already tak- 
en up time-consuming and lu- 
crative outside jobs, including 
Richard Needham, who has 
joined GEC, and Tristan Garei- 
Junes, who is advising the 
Union Bank of Switzerland, 
Biwater International, British 
Gas and BP Exploration. 

But the part-time element is 
hy no means confined to the Ibiy 
benches. Labour MPs are as 
prone as Tories, and others, to 
opt out of the routine parlia- 
mentary business of making 
speeches and asking questions. 

An Indepeiuienl analysis pub- 
lished in March 1990 showed 
that in the 1988-89 Commons 
session, a total of 19 MPs w ere 
literally speechless in the Cham- 
ber. Six of those MPS were 
Labour, 10 were Tories mid 
three were from minority purtKs. 

Mr Norman, who hopes to 
succeed retiring Northern Ire- 
land Secretary Sir Patrick May- 
hew as MP for Tunbridge WclK 
recently joked to Taihr maga- 
zine that after working flat out 
for the years at Asda, he hoped 
being ah MP would uniquely in 
lus case, let him spend more 
time with his faraik. 



Under arrest: Police removing a protester from the camp yesterday Photograph: Tim Cuff 


A spokesman at Fairmile 
said the camps were on full 
alert, and the call had already 
gone out nationwide for more 
support. 

The eviction followed the 
refusal of protesters to comply 
with a notice issued by the 
Under Sheriff in November 
gxvmg, them 48 hours to move 
voluntarily- . 

Possession orders for the 
sites were granted to the road 
construction consortium Con- 
nect and the Highways Agency 
in October. » 

‘The three camps were setup 
over two yearsago on the route 
of the 13-mile Honiara to Ex- 
eter A30 scheme -r- pan of the 
65-mile upgrading and im- 
provement of sections of the 
A30 and A35 road between Ex- 
eter and Bere Regis in Dorset. 

The protesters claim the road 
will dekroy ancient trees and 
animal habitats, as well as blight 
the countryside, and increase air 
and noise pollution. 

But local residents, who have 
been promised a bypass since 
1929, back the scheme. 

The road buildexs say the 
scheme will relieve local com- 
munities of the effects of heavy 
traffic. They anticipate that 
up to 3,600 road casualties - in- 
cluding oyer 100 deaths - will 
be avoided over the next 30 
years. They have pledged to pro- 
vide extensive landscaping, 
over 200,000 new trees, and 
ecological measures including 
bat boxes, badger tunnels and 
setts and the preservation of 
rare plants. 
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Missing girl 
found hanged 
in forest 


- i 

Multiple birth 

mother 

arrested 


The body of a.tg«n3g&gnt 

whose disapf Ci 

sharked a ms 
search was yesterday. , 
hanging in woodland near 


,!Mandy Aftwood (belcw), who 
lost eight 


her . 

Edmunds, I6^^arashedpa, 
Christinas Eve-afte£a 
with her fathered ts&rhome 
in Ririgo^hearfSriraxD,^ 
South Whies. . 

Mounted police and a 
helicopter were brought in to 
help comb hillsides pear 
Stephanie's home after her 
friends revealed that die had 
not spent Christmas with . 
them. A police spokeswoman 
said “We would like to speak 
to anyone who may have seen 
her since Christmas. Eve or 
who can give any information 
concerning her state of 
mind,’' she said. 


- earlier this year tost _ 
^babies she was expecting . 
following fertility treatment, 
has been arrested by police, it 
emerged yesterday. Miss . 

* ADwood, 31, was questioned 
by officers in Solihull, West . 
-Midlands, about alleged 
fraud offences understood to 
relate to a loan. 


Teenager dies 
of meningitis 


A 1 
from 


i has died 

me ning itis 



She was interviewed by - 
localfrand squadofficers 3 
week ago and bailed to 
report back to Solihull police; 
station on 7 FAruaxy, 


continued with 
her multiple pregnancy • 
despite some medical opinion 
that it would be safer to. abort 
some oftbe foetuses. But 


suspect 

and another teenager and a 
baby from the same area of 
the North-East are being 
treated in hospital, it was 
disclosed yesterday 
Donna Thomson of 
Oxckse, Washington, Tyne 
and Wear, died in the 
intensive care unit of - 
Newcastle General Hospital 
on Christmas Eve, a day after she miscarried them all at.' 
being found seriously 19. weeks ® October. • . «•■ 

her parents. She was tbotggitid •/ *•■/;;. , f . •/• 

to have been suffering frOT*-. *■> - ■ ■ 

the meningococcal strain, the Hi^fl-ilTlkS 
disease's most serious form, 

The other cases which 
h3ve come to fight on 
Wearside are an unnamed 16 
year old girl from the Sidney 
Row area, near Washington, 
and a baby from Southwick. 

Sunderland. 


prove costly 


Ambulance in 
deadly game 


Tbeoage joyriders twice 
rammed an ambulance - 
answering an emergency call 
inihe iWmbrook area of 
West Belfast yesterday and 
blocked its path. Three cars 
played “cat and mouse” 
before forcing it to halt. A 
crowd of drunken youths 
gathered and directed a 
torrent of abuse ar fee crew 
and then hurled beer cans 
and other missiles at the 


A British man taking his 
tenmnaDy-ill wife on their 
last holiday together was 
arrested afterbecoming 
drunk on fee flight and 
, assaulting an elderly 
’ passenger and flight crew. 

The 47-year-old man from 
Blackpool became violent 
after drinking a - - 

“considerable" amount of . 
whisky on fee American 
Airlines flight to 
assaulted fee 76-yaar- 
woman sitting in front i 
and then attempted to] 
flight attendant id the > 
stomach before he was i 
restrained wtthritrcri™ 
handcuffs. 

The flight crew diverfcd 
fee plane to land at Goose 
Bay, Newfoundland, jvf 
fee man, who r 
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ambulance, threatening to set named, was arrest* 
it cm fire with fee crew inside, questioned. ; | {jp. . ^ 
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The John Lewis 


It s like a sale, only 


STARTS TODAY *1 PETER 1CINE5 - Sw. -CM-, | SWa 9XF0RS STREET. SRENT CROSS. ABERDEEN, CHEADIE. 

H.C.M W.COMBE STARTS TUESDAY A- :?WLIW.S- >»>STCL. MNGSTOV MILTON KEYNES. PETERBOROUGH. WELWYN. 
M.NS*IUOY-N.^„«. RONDS- CAl£y S - W "-««■ CClE 9*0*NSPS-S*f.^d HEEL AS - RfaQing. JE-SSOP A SON -Nortmqhain, 
^ ; .^TA.rr W^WSRTUE.U^ ? ft E '.V % C- • ."taiiurd RCBEfiT SA*LI- Cambuj.*. TYRRELL A GREEN - Sou. harepton 


At John Lewis Department Stores, even 



JOHN LEWIS 

Department Stores 




means that if we find a local retailer free across a wide area. And what 1 

daring a clearance, it's business as usual. offermg the same goods at a lower price, yon buy, von can return it if you 

For instance our pricing policy, summed we will reduce ours accordingly, even if are not completely satisfied. The Jfehn 

up by ‘Never Knowingly Undersold', their goods are m a sale. Wit still deliver Lewis Clearance. It’s better than a tale i 
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, Lenders hail a 
recovery built 
on firm ground 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 
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House prices are on a firm 
upward path, but are not rising 
fast enough to threaten an 
unsustainable boom, accord- 
ing to some of the country's 
biggest mortgage lenders. Their 
New Year forecasts proclaim 
that the housing recovery is bmh. 
on solid foundations. 

The biggest lenders, the 
Halifax, Abbey National and 
Nationwide, predict an increase 
of 7 to 8 per cent in house prices 
in 1997, about the same as the 
past 12 months. 

Lenders are eager to en- 
courage the recovery in their 
— business but are nervous about 
" the echoes of the tote-19805 
house-price boom. Their cau- 
tious forecasts contrast with 
buoyant surveys of home buy- 
ers, and with some experts who 
foisee even bigger price gains 
next year than this. 

The Government is walking 
the same tightrope as the banks 
and building societies. The 
Deputy Prime Minister, 
Michael Headline, talked up 
the feel-good effect on voters of 
the housing boom in a Boxing 
Day radio interview. However, 
the' Chancellor and the Prune 
Minister have promised that 
there will be no return to the 
days of boom and bust. 

“Views on the state of the 
housing market do seem to be 
polarising between those who 
predict a boom and those who 
predict the market wiH settle 
down on a more modest growth 
path. My view rests in the tot- 
ter camp," said Andrew Gaft, 
__ chief economist for the Brad- 
' Jford & Bingley building society. 

It is a view shared by the 
Nationwide, which yesterday 
predicted house prices would 
increase by 7 per cent in 1997. 
tower than the rise of more than 
8 per cent in 1996. It said the 
recovery was “soundly based". 

“We expect more existing 
home owners to enter the mar- 
ket next year and this is likely 
to lead to fiigher sales. .9$. 
supply bottlenecks ease," said’ 


Philip Williamson, commercial 
director. The society reckons 
supply shortages have distort- 
ed the recovery so far. 

The Nationwide said in- 
creases in double digits were 
confined to London and the 
South-east. Across the country, 
average house prices had 
dipped fractionally in Decem- 
ber to a level 8.5 percent high- 
er than a year earlier. 

The Halifax publishes its lat- 
est monthly figure next week, 
but has forecast pice rises of 7- 
8 per cent in both 1997 and 
1998, a shade higher than the 
7-per-cent increase that it mea- 
sured in 199&. Iirnguesthat the 
market wiH be steadier than it 
has been for the past 25 years. 

The Nationwide and Halifax, 
which both underestimated the 
extent of house price increases 
in 1996, believe that the num- 
ber of sales wiH increase sharply 
next year. 

In' spite of their measured 
outlook, home-owners are in- 
creasingly optimistic about the 
housing market. One in two 
people now believes the value 
of their home will increase (hir- 
ing the next 12 months com- 
pared with only one in three at 
the start of the year, according 
to a survey published yesterday. 

Almost two-thirds of those 
surveyed in London and the 
South-east expected their 
homes to rise in value in the 
coming year, according to the 
survey by Barclays Mortgages. 
There was least optimism in the 
north-west. Yorkshire and 
Humberside, where only two 
out of five expected a price rise. 

Barclays Mortgages market- 
ing director J im Chadwick said: 
“It’s reassuring to see predic- 
tions for housing market 
recovery coming from those 
with the power to make it hap- 
pen - actual home-buyers." 

The investment bank UBS 
has predicted an increase of 10 
percent. 

David Miles, professor of 
economics at Imperial College, 
said: “Once prices do start to in- 
crease itbecomes a self-fulfill- 
ing prophecy" 



Agents urge 
caution before 
confidence 


Ian BorraB 


Signs of the times: ‘Sold’ stickers cover this estate agent’s window in Greenwich, London 


Britain's estate agents- not nor- 
mally noted for understate- 
ment - moved iftaddy yestc r day 
(a rein in Michael ftoehine af- 
ter hts prediction of a 1'oom to 
come" in the bousing market. 

The Deputy Prime Minister's 
comments were received with 
scepticism by a body of profes- 
sionals well known for verbal 
dexterity. Today's agents are 
anxious no t to create the pan- 
ic-buying conditions which de- 
veloped prior to the ultimately 
disastrous housing boom ol 
1988. 

“There's no movement in 
prices in this pot of the world." 
said James Wick, ol the Hum- 
berside chain James Wick and 

Pinners. *Atot more properties 
are selling at their Baking prices 
but weVe seen absolutely no up- 
ward movement in prices." 

Agents repotted a signifi- 
cant increase in sales inquiries, 
and a minor upturn in transac- 
tions hut negligible rises in 
price. 

Modem houses in the Horae 
Counties. London flats and ter- 
raced homes in the north were 
oil said to be stud: in a stagnant 
market. 

Prices of good quality fami- 
ly homes sold in the south-east 
are on the rise but partly be- 
cause so few sellers are pre- 
pared to pul their properties on 
the market. 

Mr Hesclline heralded a fu- 
ture bousing boom in a BBC ra- 
dio interview on Boxing Day, in 
which he praised the Prime 
Minister for creating the “most 
extraordinary economic cir- 
cumstances". 

The word on Britan's high 
streets yesterday was that, hav- 
ing seen the effects of the last 
boom, housebuyers were less 
optimistic and a great deal 
more wary than the Deputy 
Prime Minister. 

Peter Hayward, a Carlisle 
estate agent, said- “People are 
more discerning. They have 
learned certain lessons and 
they realise that you don't just 
buy a house because if you 


don’i the man behind you will." 

He said Cumbrian house 
prices were still lower today than 
during the housing boom. A 
ihree-hedrnomed house which 
had been worth £55,000 m 1990 
was n tw w< inh £50,1X10 at most . 

Mr Hayward said: “1 am pos- 
itive fiv 1W7 hut whether il is 
anything to do with the Gov- 
ernment ts another issue." 

If Mr Heseltine’s boom dries 
come about it is lifceh to em- 
anate from the South-east and 
spread outwards as il did near- 
ly a decade ago. 

There has been a marked in- 
crease in activity in the central 
London housing market, 
prompting banks and holding 
societies In predtcl rises m 
British house prices i if between 
7 find It) per cent next year. Na- 
tiitnwide said yesterday that 
house sales would increase by 
15 percent in I W7. 

Estate agents in the South- 
east said yesterday that the up- 
turn was sharply focused on the 
upper end of the market. 

Glennie Salt, of the Berkshire 
estate agents Drewett Neale, 
said that brand new properties 
and older “character' homes in 
the £200.000 to 000,000 price 
range were selling well. But she 
warned: “Modern boxes, char- 
acterless and built in the 19MK 
and 1970s with standard bath- 
rooms and kitchens, have stag- 
nated in price." 

Many estate agents also be- 
came victims of the previous 
boom and bust. Now they are 
quick to distance themselves 
from the 1980s image of a 
wheeler-dealing shark. They 
profess a desire for “reasonable 
prices" and praise the acumen 
of the modern housebuyer. 

As Mr Hescltine reached for 
the Champagne to toast the 
“new boom", he was warned 
that il could be more of an elec- 
tion handicap than a vote- 
winner. 

Gordon Wighton. the 
Tfcesside area manager for Hal- 
ifax property services, said: 
“We don’t want to see a boom 
- it’s not in the interests of 
anybody." 
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We love to buy records and 
Monsieur Aznavour loves to 
make them - again and again ... 


% 



David Lister 

Arts News Editor 


Research carried out on 
albums and singles released 
this year shows that the number 
of recordings put onto the mar- 
ket reached an all-time high- 
There are also some startling 
statistics, for example the artist 
with the most album releases in 
1996 was discovered to be 
French crooner Charles Az- 
navour. He was responsible for 
no fewer than 28 albums, in- 
cluding re- releases and compi- 
lations. 

There was a big increase in 
spoken-word albums, the 
highest number of which 
featured various journalists 
interviewing the The Beatles. 

And the welter of releases 
gave plenty of scope for confu- 
sion. For instance there was lit- 
tle similarity between Shirley 
Basse? Sings The Movies, a 
budget of vintage record- 

ings on the Music For Pleasure 
label, and Shirley Basse y Sings 
The Movies, "a full-price 
album by Polygram with new 
recordings. 

But even this was less con- 
fusing than rock and roller Carl 
Perkins, who was the subject of 
three different compilations on 
different labels, all ai different . 
5 but all entitled Blue Suede 


per cent - dance music show- 
ing up as notably less popular 
on albums than singles. How- 
ever, the huge increase in the 
number of releases by hopeful 
record companies is not 
mirrored by actual sales. 

Singles and albums are, in 
fact, setting fewer copies than 
ever before. The average 1996 
album sold 12,000 copies and 
the average single only 10,644 
copies, both all-time lows. 

The most prolific artist was 
Charles Aznavour, with jazz 
musicians Charlie Parker and 
Duke Ellington close behind. 
Frank Sinatra, who was 1995's 
most prolific artist with 21 re- 
leases, just missed the top 10 this 
time. He had a paltry 15 titles 
out during the year. 

The number of spoken-word 


Artists with mefst 
album releases 


Charles Aznavour: 28 
Charlie Parker: 25 
Duke Ellington: 23 
Billie Holliday: 21 
Tangerine Dream: 20 
Black Sabbath: 19 
Glenn Miller: 19 
Ella Fitzgerald: 19 
Edith Piaf: 19 
Gregory Isaacs: 17 
Benny Goodman.- 17 
Miles Davis: 17 


Vintage performances: French singer Charles Aznavour 
and The Beatles - stilt popular after all these years 



hoes. 

The research, by Entertain- 
ment Research & Analysis and 
published in Music Week 
magazine, shows that the num- 
ber of albums released in 1996 
was 16,148 - 26 percent up on 
1995’s previous record number 
of 12,845. Releases of singles 
increased 16 per cent to 6939. 
There were an average of 311 
albums and 133 singles released 
each week. 

Much of the increase in 
singles production was due to 
the continuing popularity of 
dance music, which accounted 
for 56.4 per cent of the year’s 
output 

In the albums market, the re- 
searchers recognised 138 gen- 
res, though by far the most 
popular fields weir rock, with 
27 percent of releases, jazz, with 
13 per cent, and dance with 10 


releases more than doubled to 
account for 4 per cent of the 
albums market with most slUI 
released on cassette - the BBC 
in particular being notably re- 
luctant to make the move to 
CD. 

The Corporation’s landmark 
Radio 4 history of Britain. This 
Sceptere'd Isle ' was spread over 
20 cassettes. Readings of poet- 
ry, fiction and biographies in- 
creased markedly with John 
Le Cared topping the table with 
eight cassettes, all of his own 
materiaL - but still togging be- 
hind the 13 CDs of Beaties in- 
terviews. 

Interview discs seems to be 
increasingly popular. In addition 
to The Beatles there were six ti- 
tles featuring The Rolling 
Stones, five of Queen and three 
each with Nirvana and Oasis. 
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Skin clinics exploit 
desperate patients 


Uz Hunt 

Health Editor 

A patient with a disfiguring 
skin condition was charged al- 
most i I.OfKT by a private clink* 
for a small poi of cream which 
on analysis was found to have 
lit tic nr no therapeutic value. 

Two leading skin-care ch.'tri- 
lio. sa\ that desperate patients 

are being increasingly exploit- 
ed by clinics in London and oth- 
er major cities, which may offer 
patients free consul rations but 
charge large sums for any drugs 
that* are prescribed subse- 
quently. 

Chris Barren, chief pharma- 
cist at the Royal Hospitals' 
MIS Trust in London, and who 
1 ms analysed skin creams on bc- 
I 1 . 1 JI i4 lire Vitiligo Society and 
the National Eczema Society, 
said that charging large sums for 
creams which will have little im- 
|\tct on a patient's condition wus 
■■inhuman". 

Mr Barrett said: "As a phar- 
m.ici-i 1 am horrified by what 
some of these clinics are doing. 
Despicable is not a strong 
enough word for it. They put the 
w l wile of the medical profession 
in disrepute." 

Michael Wadsworth, chief 
executivv of the Vitiligo Society, 
said: “Wc arc aware of four or 
five eaves but wc know there 
must he many more. People arc 
too embarrassed to come for- 
ward and admit that they have 
been taken in. But they arc des- 
perate people in a vulnerable 
position. 

"Many of the clinics offer five 
consultations but charge exor- 
bitant prices for die drugs." 

There is no cure for vitiligo, 
a disorder or skin pigmentation 
in which patches of skin lose 
their colour, and which affects 
up to 2 million people in 
Britain. Spontaneous repig- 


muntation occurs in about 50 
per cent of cases* but available 
NHS treatments using steroid 
creams and light therapy have 
mixed success, which prompts 
some patients to seek help 
wherever they can. 

The depigmemed patches 
are particularly obvious in dark- 
skinned people, occurring most 
commonly on the face, hands, 
armpits and groin. 

One 3t-yoar-okl man with the 
disease spent his savings on a 
50g pot of cream from the 
West One Clinic in Harley 


Street. “He was unemployed 
and he came in here in tears 
when he realised what he had 

-done. 

"It was a small pot, with a 
hand-written label and there 
was no indicaiiou of the ingre- 
dients. He slwwed us tte receipt 
for £950," Mr Wadsworth said. 

Analysis of the cream re- 
vealed that it contained tiny 
amounts of the steroid drug, 
Synalar ffluodnolone ac- 
etamide) heavily diluted in 
white soft paraffin, a non- 
therepeutic earner for the drug. 
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Skin Treatments ss£ 
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SKIN TUI- ATMliNT S 

□ Acne treatment 
Q Skin Kfhicnittg 

Q ngmcotatioa pateba 

□ Ftcisl/ks van removal 
Q ColUgm nficctmas 

Q PentuuMttt hak removal 


W ear One Clinic nffrra a 
complete ran^c ul skin 
treatments in a prnfrv»ioiinL 
friendly and sympathetic 

environment. 

Because wc use only the 
very latest tcchmumrs, under 
hill medical supervision, you 
can be confident y*u are in 
safe hands. 

MINOR M iHt.ua 

(DM CAST) 

U Tauoos 
□ Moles 
U Cysti 
0 Skin tags 
Q SurmUon 
Q Male rircatucnron 


west fi ne CLINIC 


Raising hope: How the West One Clinic in Harley Street 
encourages patients to part with their money 


A 225g pot of white soft paraf- 
fin costs around £1 from the 
chemist. A tube of Synalar, a 
prescription-only medicine, 
costs the NHS less than £1.50. 

“ft was difficult to do a quan- 
titative analysis because there 
wasn’t enough active [thera- 
peutic] ingredient in H," Mr Bar- 
rett said. 

A pharmaceutical analysis 
of a -similar cream from anoth- 
er dink suggested there was no 
active ingredient present at 
an. 

The National Eczema Soci- 
ety cites another case it is 
investigating, in which a 
teenage girl with acne paid a 
clinic £900 for “two tiny pots" 
labelled Acne Cream 1 and 
Acne Cream 2. 

“After three months she went 
back for more cream but didn’t 
have the £900 for another 
course. She asked her father for ' 
the money and he contacted us 
because be thought it was such 
a rip off," a spokesman said. 

No medically qualified staff 
at the West One Clinic in 
Harley Street was available to 
comment on the case reported 
by the Vitiligo Society. The 
medical director did not return 
The Independent's call, made 
earlier this week. A spokesman 
said that the vidfigo patient had 
paid for three month's treat- 
ment and the cream he had 
been given was a “preparatory" 
cream. 

“I have his file here in front 
of me. He did not return for fur- 
ther treatment over the three 
months," he said earlier this 
week. However. Mr Wadsworth 
said the patient had been told 
by the clinic that the small pot 
of cream was intended for use 
over three months, and that if 
he wanted farther supplies af- 
ter that he would have to pay 
for them. 



Sleepy head: Molly; who was found in Gateshead on Boxing Day; being craved by 
Sister Stephanie Moorhead Photograph: PA 


Search 
for baby 
Molly's, 

mother 

EwroSby girl abandoned to a 
Mgehf^crotem^alure 

conditions on Boxmg Day. 

The 61b 14oz infant was 
found with her umbilical cord 
intact next to a house in Wans- 
ford Way, Whickham, Gates- 
head, by Darren Simms, 13, as 
he cycled home fromjus room- 
ing paper round 0 & Thursday- 

The baby, named Molly ty 
staff at Queen Elizabeth Hos- 
pital. Tyne and Wear, is said to 
be progressing. 

Police said they wanted to 
trace the mother because they 
believe she needs medical 
attention. 

The teenage mother oi an- 
other newborn baby found 
abandoned and blue with cold 
in. a park two days before 
Quistmas has come forward, 
Essex police said yesterday, t*. 

A 15-year-old girl and a te^T 
male companion visited Bford 
police station, late last night fol- 
lowing four days of appeals by 
Scotland - Yard 

The baby boy, named Joseph 
by nurees at Harold Wood Hos- 
pital m Essex, where he was be- 
ing treated, was discovered by 
a street cleaner in Goodmayes 
Park in Ilford. The child, who 
weighed six-and-a-half pounds, 
was suffering from hypothermia. 
Doctors believe he had been 
bom less than an hour earlier. 

Joseph is now in an incuba- 
tor, being watched by a team of 
nurses in the Harold Wood 
maternity ward, where his con- 
dition is described as stable. 

“It is too early to say whether 
Joseph will be going back with 
his mother. That is a decision 
for the social services and not 
the police,” said a Scotland 
Yard spokesman yesterday. 


HALF PRICE SALE 

SHAKER CREAM is plainly more attractive 

with an EXTRA 10% OFFsale prices 



Labour seeks to steirf 
cash aid for disasters 
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Ran Abrams 

Political Correspondent • 

High-profile disaster relief pro- 
grammes are soaking up an in- 
creasing proportion of Britain’s 
aid budget while preventive 
work is being cut, the latest of- 
ficial figures show. 

Labour’s overseas aid spokes- 
woman, Clare Short, has ac- 
cused ministers of using “sticking 
piasters” to cover the fact that the 

United Kingdom is falling to pro- 
vide the help needed to stop 
crises - such as the recent one in 
Zaire -happening. She plans rad- 
ically to change Britain’s ap- 
proach. If her party wins power 
she will launch a new Depart- 
ment of International Develop- 
ment and call for a move away 
from the Live Aid approach to 
helping developing countries. 

Other policies which would 
be announced in a Labour 
White Paper soon after the 
general election include push- 
ing for United Nations sanctions 
to be aimed at rich people m 
oppressive regimes. Dictators 
such as General Scse Seko 
Mobutu of Zaire, who spends 
much of his time in Switzerland, 
could be refused travel visas. 


Foreign bank accounts could be 
frozen and flights to offending 
countries limited to essential aid. 

Labour also wants to phase 
out the Aid and Hade provision 
under which money is sent to 
countries which can provide 
Britain with comm anal con- 
tracts. Although the new figures 
show this has fallen over the past 
four years, cash is sriQ channelled 
to comparatively rich countries. 

Indonesia, which is to be the 
subject of a Public Accounts 
Committee inquiry into links be- 
tween aid and arms sales firom 
the UK, has the fourth biggest 
aid budget from Britain despite 
having a per capita gross do- 
mestic product higher than 
much of Eastern Europe. Its 
Aid and Hade has trebled over 
four years to almost £29m. 

Four years ago the United 
Kingdom used to spend the 
same amount on emergency 
aid to developing countries as 
it did on programme aid. But 
figures due out in January from 
the Overseas Development Ad- 
ministration (ODA) show that 
while programme aid has 
dropped by £36m to £82mn over 
that time, emergency aid has 
gone up by £22m to £l40m. 


“Aid is becoming a cover, a 
sticking plaster, a system that 
covers up a oompletefafiure to 
have any strategy to deal with fee 
growth of abject poverty in the 
world." Ms Short said “There is 
no aid, no help, then we rush in 
with humanitarian aid. But how 
much better to have spent less 
on having some strategies." 

The figures for the 1995-96 fi- 
nancial year show that Britain’s 
aid budget has fallen to 0.2S per 
cent of gross national product, 
a little over half the 1979 figure. 
The UK is 15th in spending, af- 
ter Japan, Germany and Fin- 
land lop is Denmark, with 
0.96 per cent of GNP. 

A spokesman for the ODA 
said the past three years had 
been particularly demanding 
because of the conflicts in 
Bosnia and Rwanda. 

“We don’t anticipate emer- 
gency aid becoming a bigger part 
of our plans at alL It is a prob- 
lem, though, because long-term 
sustainable development isn’t 
particularly photogenic ... For 
instance we do a lot of work in 
training economists, which isn't 
all that interesting but which 
probably matters a great deal to 
countries like Uganda,” he said 
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Right now for the January Sale, all cabinets in 

50 Kitchen and Bedroom ranges are reduced in price, most by 50% 
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ADDITIONAL Whirlpool OFFERS 
FREE DISHWASHER FREE HOB IFREE H00DI £30% OFF 
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20% OFF 

Laundry 
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A new range ot appliances available exclusively from Magnet. 

FOR YOUR NEAREST SHOWROOM 

Call 0800 555 825 
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Despair doesn’t work nine to five. 
Despair comes in the small hours of the 
night, or on Christmas Day. It comes at 
weekends, or when you’re surrounded 
by people. 

Samaritans work round the clock, 
every day of the year. When you pick 
up the phone, there’ll be someone there 
to help pick up the pieces. 

You won’t be put on hold, or put 
through a grilling. And you won’t be 
judged or talked down to. 

Our number’s in the phone book, or 
you can call our new national number on 
0345 90 90 90. Every call is confidential. 
We’ll be there to talk to you. 





A Registered Charity funded by voluntary 


donations. 


http://wwwxompulink.co.uk/~careware/samaritansf 
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news 


prehistoric roots of 
urban life in Britain 


David Kays 

Archaeology Correspondent 

The.* buried remains of a long- 
lost prehistoric walled town 
have been discovered by 
archaeologists seven miles 
south of Oxford. 

Dating from the early first 
century AD. the town - on the 
site of present-day Abingdon - 
was defended by two rafles of 
40ft- wide moats and covered 
around SO acres. 

The disco wry is likely to 
cause intense interest among 
academies as it is only the third 
site of its kind and size ever 
found in this country. The And 
is casting new lighi on the very 
beginnings of urban dwelling in 
Britain. 

Excavations - directed by 
archaeologist Tim Allen of the 
Oxford Archaeological Unit - 
have so far revealed that, unlike 
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.Excavation lays 
bare the home 
of pre-Roman 
sophisticates 
in Oxfordshire 

most prehistoric settlements, the 
town was well planned, and was 
laid out in a grid pattern. 

This suggests influence from 
Roman-occupied Europe 
despite the feci that the grid 
pattern town was built around 
30 years before the Roman 
Conquest of southern Britain. 

The discoveries make 
Abingdon the oldest known 
continuously inhabited town in 
Britain. 

Evidence unearthed so far 
suggests that U was founded in 
the sixth or seventh century BC, 
but underwent a massive reor- 


gSOisation and expansion in 
the early hist century AD. 

‘At that stage the traditional 
higgtedy-piggtedy layout was 
replaced by a grid system, with 
rows of boose compounds and 
intersecting lanes; and the 
whole town was enclosed with- 
in a massive triple-moat and 
earthen xampart - almost cer- 
tainly topped by a wooden 
palisade-style town wall. 
Archaeologists estimate that it 
had a population of 1500. 

When southern Britain was 
conquered by the Romans in 
43AD, Abingdon became a ma- 
jor centre of native prosperity. 

Fur the first 40 years of Ro- 
man rule, Abin gdon appears to 
have had, for an ungarrisoned 
native town, unusually hi gh ac- 
cess to imported Roman, luxu- 
ry goods - notably high-quality 
Roman glazed pottery from 
France and Roman amphorae. 



which were full of wine, from 
Spain. 

Culturally - and even politi- 
cally - the town appears to have 
been linke d to the pro-Roman 
Hampshire tribes of the 


Atrebatii and the RegnL Pottery 
finds in Abingdon have even 
revealed dial craftsmen in the 
Regnian capital, Noviomagus 
Rfi gnenshnn (Chichester), set 
up a ceramic manufacturing 
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that sold 1 goods made south of 
the Thames or on the Continent 


to tntal tong rtoirK tocaica norm 

of the Thames. 

The discoveries not only 
show that a British town has at 


least 2 , 600 years of continuous 
history, but also hints at even 

S atex influence from Roman 
ul a generation before the 
conquest than had been 
suspected. . .. . 
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. Jason •< ;• 

Criffte Cwre^6fKlera ; . 

«=cn^bgc^q^ 

. , fecy- 

reference td " links" between^ 
" crimp- ahd uBempkrymeht were 
■ 1 ‘ eaasedi?dBY ; SdmftyfersSteL : 
>: i- ,_ Tlift foiHtsSKifls mdude an 
l inttOtftxc«<^. , ‘ :qu(>«e -' -from 
ri ^Baroto*S^itdi,4 Of- 1 
*■ fbenSmste^^wiBeti ^e«ays 
• there is grtiwmg evidence that 
offenders are more Horiy to set- 
"» ifeffi th&ebmmunity if they are 
^vKEjyorkor ir agring - Tbe fi- 

, : naT version of th e Home Office 
7 fiujdedj^xjrt, “National Audit 
of OffimderEmployment Poli- 
cies and Practice 7 ’ exdudes a 
series of statements which were 
found in the draft edition. 

The report was carried out by 
a charitable trust but was over- 
seen by a working group that in- 
cluded representatives of the 
Home Office, the Prison Service 
and the Department for Edu- 
cation and Employment. 

It is understood government 
departments are keen to play 
down links between crime 
and unemployment. Michael 
Howard, the Home Secretary, is 
putting through measures in the 
Police Bifl which are expected 
to result in up to 8 million peo- 
ple seeking a job having their 
criminal records vetted each 
year. The proposed Criminal 
Records Agency will provide 
three levels of checks, accord- 
ing to the sensitivity of the job. 

Penal reform groups have 
condemned the measures, say- 
ing they would make ex-of- 
fenders unemployable. So, 
minsters do not want to be seen, 
to be supporting research that 
suggests unemployed ex-crim- 
inals will reoffend. 

The Apex Trust, an ex-of- 
fender employment organisa- 
tion for England and Wales, 
produced a draft report in July. 

But the final version which 
looks at employment training 


and educational facilities for 
prisoners and ex-offenders, f? 
’which was produced in Sep- 
tember, had big chunks missing. 

-. Paragraphs taken out of the 
introduction included: “In her 
opening address to the multi- 
agency seminar 'Improving the 


BlatcK, Minister of State fofthe 
’ Home Office, said "there is 
n nowa growing body of evidence 
to show that supervision and re- 
settlement is mare likely to be 
successful if offenders are of- 
fered employment or train- 
ing.”* Another line in the draft 
version’s Findings, Policy and 
Strategy section which was lat- 
er omitted was: “The Home Of- 
fice recognise that employment 
contributes to the successful re- 
habilitation of offenders”. 

There are further examples 
such as: “[The Prison Service} 
considers work to be one of the 
principle means of reducing 
reoffending post release.” 

Godfrey Ahem chief execu- 
tive of the Apex Trust, refused 
to comment on suggestions that 
the report had been “knobbled". 
“We have been commissioned 
to do a piece of ^ work. It’s their 
report and its up to them what 
they do with it and when they 
publish it,” he said. 

Harry Fletcher, assistant gen- 
eral secretary of the National 
Association of Probation Offi- 
cers, said: “This change smacks 
of ministerial censorship. 

“The report shows clearly 
that the best way of preventing 
future crimes is jobs and em- 
ployment. That view is dearly 
endorsed by the Minister in the 
first draft.” 

A Home Office spoke sman 
said the report was commis- 
sioned to look at what was 
happening within offender em- 
ployment, and that the final ver- 
sion -was the responsibility of 
Apex. She added that the report 

was not connected in any way 
with the vetting issue. 
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Five months’ 
work goes in tax 


The average British employee 
will have to work from 1 Janu- 
ary to 24 May next year to pay 
off his or her tax bfll, a report 
out today daims. 

Every year, the right-wing 
think-tank the Adam Smith In- 
stitute calculates how Icing peo- 
ple "slave for the benefit of the 
Treasury” and comes up with 
what it calls “tax-freedom day” 
In 1996 the date was 23 May - 
but it was a leap year and had 
an extra day. 

^Theinstitute’s report states: 

Nearly 40 per cent of our na- 
tional income will be swallowed 

op in taxes in 1997. That means 
we wifl work nearly five whole 
months for the taxman before 
we can finally start workme for 
ourselves.” 6 

Tax freedom day would fall 
on Saturday 24 May next year 

it said. That is more than a week 

S“ er the 1993 low of 15 
considerably earlier 

than m 1985, when tax freedom 


day was 1 June. The tax burden 
was a lot lighter 30 years ago — 
in 1965, tax freedom day fell on 
29 April. 

However, other countries in 
Europe are worse off. The Eu- 
ropean Union average for tax 
freedom is 5 June, while peo- 
ple in Denmark have to work 
until the end of July just to pay 
off their taxes, the institute 
said. 

The report states: “The Gov- 
ernment is currently, and with 
some success, attempting to 
bring the public sector finances 
Jack into balance. But this is 
done partly through higher tax- 
ation and only partly through 
lower expenditure. ■ 

“If the higher tax path edn- 
tinues to be chosen, Britain 
could still end up as a high-tax 
economy, less attractive farfor- 
investors and less friendly . 
to home-grown entrepreneurs. - 
ouch a trend could only be de* 
scrib ®i as deeply disturbing.” 
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ocean rescue drama 


James Cusick and 
Stuart Alexander 

British round-the-world yachts- 
man Pete Goss is to be com- 
pensated for his selfless act of 
heroism in rescuing a French 
race colleague whose boat sunk 
in treacherous conditions in 
the Southern Ocean. 

Organisers of the non-stop 
Vendee Globe race praised the 
bravery of tbe former Royal Ma~ 
rine and confirmed ibai the rime 
be spent saving the life of 
Raphael Dined by taking a 150- 
mile diversion will be taken into 
account in the final positions. 

Goss, 35, an award-winning 
ocean yachtsman who holds 
the record for the smallest cata- 
maran to cross the Atlantic, was 
lying seventh in the single- 
handed global race when be put 
aside bis dreams of victory and 
sailed to the rescue of Draefli. 
Race director Philippe JeantoL, 
speaking from Pans, said: “All 
at headquarters salute his 
courage and determination.” 

■The 28-year-old Frenchman 
was stranded in a life raft that 
was dropped to him by a Aus- 
tralian air-sea rescue plane 
after hisyacbtvlfeimouss began 
to sink, 1,400 miles south-west 
of Perth. 

In fading light on Boxing 
Day, Goss carried out a sys- 
tematic triangular search pat- 
tern to locate the raft. When Mr 
DinehTs boat sank, his chances 
of surviving would have been re^ 
-garded a slim. Although mod- 
em satellite locating equipment 
is accurate, there is no com- 







Dangerous waters: The area of Southern Ocean where Goss (left) rescued Dined! 


merciai shipping in that area of 
the Southern Ocean. It is also 
well out of helicopter range. His 
only hope lay in a fellow com- 
petitor: 

When not racing, Goss lives 
at St Germans, Cornwall, with 
his wife Hacey and their three 
children. He sold his house and 
nm up debts of more than 
£801000 to fulfil a 10-year am- 
bition to take part in tbe Vendee 
race. His 50ft skxsp^Aqua Quo- 
rum, is the smallest in the field. 

Gtass was the first to respond 
to a mayday call put out by the 
ailing French vessel, and he 
eventually found DineUTs life- 
raft drifting mid-ocean in con- 
ditions dose to freezing point 
at 11.40pm (GMT) on Thurs- 
day. Race organiser, Laurie 
GalUzzi, said: “Pete went 
straight away in the direction of 
Raphael when he heard what 
had happened Every hour from - 
then on he sent us a fax to say 
how he was going- He sailed - 


there really fast, we were sur- 
prised at how quickly he got 
near to the spot where Mr 
Dine Qi was.” 

A message sent on satellite 
fax from (he British yacht con- 
finned the rescue. “I have just 
had the best Christinas present 
ever. Raphael is on board He 
is very cold and happy. I’ve just 
given him a cup of tea.” Ii is un- 
derstood that the Frenchman 
Suffered only minor injuries, in- 
cluding a knock to his bead 
When his vessel capsized, winds 
in the area were thought to have 
been gusting at up to 75mph. 

On both occasions that the 
Vendee race has been held, 
French boats have triumphed, 
and this time was expected to 
be no exception. Before the 
crews set oK, however, Goss 
said ‘The Freocfa don’t own an- 
gle-handed sailing. WeVe going 
to take them on and win." 

The Australian Maritime 
Safety Authority confirmed the 


rescue and said the Frenchman 
was in good spirits, suffering 
only from mDd hypothermia. A 
spokesman said: "Their inten- 
tion is to head for Hobart, Tas- 
mania, to offload Raphael. " 
This wiD probably be done by 
either by a specialist beb'eopter 
or rescue craft transfer. 

During the race the two men 
are understood to have devel- 
oped a developed a dose bond 
Earlier in the race, the French- 
man helped Goss by keeping in 
radio contact for several days af- 
ter his satellite fax broke down. 

Mr Goss, an ocean racing 
professional, finished second 
m his class in this year’s single- 
handed transatlantic race and is 
currentl y seventh out of the 10 
competitors remaining from 
the original field of 14 yachts 
which left the french port of Les 
Sables d’Olonne on 3 Novem- 
ber. They are due back in Feb- 
ruary or March after their 
22,000-mile marathon. 




Lifeline: Goss (above) taking Dinelfi on board after locating his raft. Top left: The 
Frenchman preparing earlier to abandon his sinking yacht Photographs: Reuters 
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advert 


Marianne Macdonald 

Media Correspondent 

| An advertisement showing the 
Princess of Wiles wearing 
leather and carrying a whip - 
coupled with an exhortation lo 
have “a spanking New Year" - 
has elicited a protest front the 
head of (be Queen's household. 

The Palace issued the com- 
plaint to the Advertising Stan- 
dards Authority on be hull nl the 
Lord Chamberlain, the Earl ot 
Airlie, after seeing tile com- 
posite photograph to promote 
the satirical magazine, Insulvr. 

The move may surprise those 
who thought the Prince*, was no 
longer part ol the Royal Fami- 
ly. but a Palace spokesman said 
(lie tact that the Prince and Prin- 
cess of Wales were divorced 
made no driicience. 

“It is against the Lord Cham 
ber Iain's rules and guidelines, 
which arc applicable to nil ad- 
\ erasers, to use images of the 
Royal Family without permis- 
sion lor commercial purposes." 
he said. 

“The Princess of Wales re- 
mains a member of the Royal 
Family. as the announcement of 
the divorce arrangements made 
clear, as the former wife of the 
heir to the throne and the 
mother of the Princes." 

The advertisement appeared 
in London's Fx-ming Siaruianl 
on December 1 7. It showed the 
Princess, now holidaying in the 
Caribbean, wearing a black 
leather top and carrying a whip. 
Headlined “Royal gift shock”, 
a speech bubble from Diana's 
mouth said: “1 thought 1 said 
M & S". 

Insider was started by John 
Bird, founder of The Big Issue. 
the magazine to help the home- 
less. lam' Elliott, founder of list- 
ings magazine. Time Out, and 
journalist Tim Satchell, who is 
both editor and publisher. 

Mr Satchell said: "It is a 
beautiful, witty photograph of 
a beautiful, witty woman. We 
have not yet had the full text of 
the complaint, but there was no 
intention to mislead. 

“We are a magazine of wit 
and the Princess is well-known 
for her sense of humour'." 

The Princess's office is un- 
derstood to have been informed 
about the matter before gie left 
for the Caribbean. j 
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When it comes to giving away free minutes. Mercury 
runs rings round everyone else. For a start, we don t 
just limit them to Christmas. Instead, with Mercury 
SmartCall or UK-Call. you can enjoy free minutes 

0k A CABLE & WIRELESS COMPANY 
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of our commitment to provide you with better prices. 
Ring on FreecaB 0500 500 366 and start saving now. 
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Swan lake gives new dimension to 



Stephen Goodwin 

Heritage Correspondent 


to four feet from the slightly 


W.tlkcrs who work off the 
turkey and pudding at Wimpole, 
near Cambridge, this Christmas 
will find the North Park 
returned to a design close to 
that left bv “Capability*’ Brown 
more than 200 years ago. 

Brown was one of a series of 
landscape architects to leave his 
mark on the home of the Earls 
of Hardwieke which was 
bequeathed to the National 
Trust by Elsie Bnmbridge, 
daughter of Rudyard Kipling, 

The Trust lias just completed 
a £1211,000 restoration project, 
which involved dredging two 
lakes created by Brown in the 
I7n0s. tree planting, 
improvements to public access 
and the return of an arable field 


smaller lower one. Spread 
across 10 acres of adioinini 


to grass. 

The two lakes, at the centre 
of 550 acres of parkland that 
attract thousands of walkers 
each year, are the most 
dramatic aspect of the 
transformation. Where for a 
lifetime there haw been trees, 
thickets and reed beds, there is 
now open water. 

Little interest was shown in 
the lakes after a dam on the 
lower one was breached 60 
years ago. Scrub look hold. The 
lower lake as good us 
disappeared - “an impenetrable 
jungje beneath full-grown 
willows'*, according to Graham 
Damant, the Wimpole property 
manager. The upper one 
became heavily silled up and 
covered in reeds. 

Mud down to a depth of 
seven feet was dredged from the 
four-acre upper lake and down 


across IQ acres of adjoining 
hillside, it has raised the ground 
level by an average of two feet. 

Mr Damant has watched teal, 
tufted duck, mute swans and 
other birds return to the lakes. 
A kingfisher darts from the 
overhanging brandies. The 
upper lake has been stocked 
with small carp. U was a fish 
pond in the 1600s before Brown 
extended it. 

Wimpole, which also has a 
working farm with rare breeds 
of sheep, cattle and pigs, does 
not draw on the Trust's central 
funds. Money for the 
restoration project came from a 
variety of sources, including a 
Countryside Commission grant, 
donations and the proceeds of 
an on-going soxmd-hand book 
sale at the hail. 

The last of the great 
landscape designers to work at 
Wimpole was Humphry Repton. 
He developed Brown’s informal 
landscape and in his Red Book 
of 1801 contrasted the 
woodland and hillsides of the 
estate with the fiat cornfields of 
much of the counties of 
Cambridge and Huntingdon. 

It was, he wrote, “like a flower 
hi the desert, beautiful in itself, 
but more beautiful by its 
situation”. 

Not ail of Repton’s vision will 
feature in the restoration. Lying 
in a fold, the lakes are hidden 
from the view of the halL The 
great designer proposed a boat 
so that its mast would be seen 
by the carl's guests and indicate 
the presence of water. But for 
the Trust’s arbiters of taste, a 
boat was thought inappropriate. 
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Former glory; The upper lake at Wimpole, which has been restored to a body of open water after decades as a muddy swamp ■ 
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Motorola m750 Digital Mobile Phone 

• Up to HO minutes talktime 
T7 hours standby 

•99 name and number memory SALE PRICE 

• Stores last 10 calls made 

and received B &.99 

• Supports call hold/ Ai 

cad waiting f^QQT 


•Call timer 


Nokia 2146 Digital Mobile Phone 

• Up to 80 minutes talktime/ 

23 hours standby 

• 224 alphanumeric memories I 

• One-touch VolceMail retrieval | 

• Fax and data compatible J 


You'll make 
a far better choice 
at The Link Sale! 

Visit any Link store and you'll 
(fiscover a huge range of mobile 
phones and advanced communication 
products - It's the biggest choice 
in the High Street 
Our friendly, helpful staff wUl help 
you make the right purchase to suit 
your needs and your pocket 
With fantastic new offers and 
bargains every day In The Lfrik Sale, 
why go anywhere else! 


Patricia Wynn Dandes 

Legal Affairs Editor 
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The Prison Service could face 
legal action in the wake of a 
flood of complaints from pro- 
bation officers subjected to in- 
trusive physical searches when 
visiting jafis on official duties. 

The National Association of 
Probation Officers (Napo). the 
officers’ union, is consulting 
lawyers over whether some of 
the searches amount to assault. 

“Rub-down” searches - 
which have included examina- 
tions of ears, mouths, hair, in- 
side legs, shoes and breast and 
waistband areas - were intro- 
duced last autumn. By this 
month more than 60 officers, 
the majority women, had for- 
mally complained to the prison 
authorities. 

The instructions at Belmarsh 
high category prison, in south- 
east London, says that the 
searches of probation staff are 
“designed to give a thorough ex- 
amination to satisfy the searcher 
that no item is concealed in their 
clothing.” There is no evidence, 
however, of probation staff be- 
ing involved in illegal activity. 

A parliamentary answer in 
1989 disclosed that lOprisonof- 
ficers and other staff members 
had been interviewed in con- 
nection whh drug trafficking in 
prisons during the previous 
decade. While the number of ar- 
rests for drug smuggling by vis- 
itors has rocketed to 1,289 in 
1995. the Prison Service has 
stopped differentiating between 
domestic and professional vis- 
its when compiling its statistics. 

Harry Fletcher, Napa's as- 
sistant general secretary, said: 
“We suspect that the real rea- 
son fOT the searches s connected 
with the Prison Service’sattitnde 
to probation officers. At one jail 
a female officer was told that 
probation was seen as the friend 
of the prisoner and therefore 
likely to take in contraband.** 


A Prison Service spokesman 
insist edthat random pat-down 
searches of all visitors had been 
introduced in response to the 
Woodcock report into the jail 
escape from Whitemoor, Cam- 
bridgeshire, in September 1994. 
“Probation officers spend a lot 
more time going in and out of 
prisons,” the spokesman said- 
“Our .outstanding considera- 
tion is security.” 

Three recent cases in partic- 
ular have prompted the union to 
seek advice on whether officers 
have been subjected to assault 
or grossly unreasonable treat- 
ment. In one incident at Bel- 
marsh, a female prison officer 
put her fingers inride a female 
probation officers bra and leg- 
ging, observed tty a group of 
male solicitors and a female so- 
licitor who were not searched. 

In another search at the 
same prison, a male prison of- 
ficer approached a female pro- 
bation officer with a hand-held 
electronic metal-detecting 
wand, but the woman was in- 
stead subjected without warn- 
ing to a search under her 
dothing by a female prison of- 
ficer. Napo views both inci- 
dents as assaults. 

In the third case, at Doncaster 
prison, the searching officer in- 
sisted on touching a female 
probation officer’s ileostomy 
bag, in front of onlookers, ask- 
ing what riie had in her pockets! 

Napo believes that police 
and immigration officers are far 
more likely to be “waved 
through” tty jail security. Mr 
Fletcher said dozens of officers 
had walked out of prisons in 
protest and judges were now ex- 
pressing concern because pre- 
sentence court reports were 
not being completed. 

In other cases officers have 
reported being sniffed by drugs 
dogs, while prison authorities 
have even considered asking 
women not to wear underwired 
bras because they set off alarms. 
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A new dampdown on the slim- 
ming industry is to be consid- 
ered by the House of Commons 
carijria the New Year. 

Alice Mahon, the Labour 
MP for Halifax, is poised to re- 
introduce a Bill which would 
make all diet and weight-loss 
pills and potions available on 
prescription only'. 

“People are in danger of poi- 
soning themselves by this con- 
; slant obsession to lose weight 
and be thin,” Mrs Mahon said. 

She added that unsupervised 
dieting could undermine a 
woman’s physical and emo- 


tionti wellbeing and could also 
lead to serious eating disorders 
and other problems. “Marilyn 
Monroe was the role model for 
ray generation,” she said. “She 
was a s fee 16 and she still is 
thought of as a goddess.” 

Mrs Mahon's original Bill was 
given a second reading in the 
Commons but was destroyed 
through lack of time in Parlia- 
ment “Now it is all set to go 
again," she said. 

The booming British diet in- 
dcstiy covers slimming clubs, 
magazines and books, is said to 
be worth more than £Ibn. . 
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Job stress 
worse 


among 



Job insecurity is just as stress- 
ful as unemployment, and 
contrary, to the popular view has 
hit the w orking class far hard- 
er than professionals, according 
to a Cambridge University 
academic. " 

Not only have those at the 
bottom of the pQe been forced 
to put up with a widening pay 
gap, they have also suffered ihe 
“double Mow 1 " of extreme anx- 
iety over their, employment 
prospects. ■ 

In a study to be published in 
the new year, Brendan Buxcbell 
of the Cambridge faculty of So- 
cial and Political Sciences warns 
of the dangerous effects of this 
“polarisation" of the labour, 
market on society. He has cal- 
culated that man ual workers are 
60 per cent more likely to move 
into insecure jobs than 
professionals. 

The paper, “The Unequal 
Distribution of Job Insecurity", 
also points out that employment 
insecurity causes severe pty- 
chological problems, marital 
breakdowns and reduces life ex- 
pectancy. 

Mr BurcheQ, whose research 
is to be published in the In- 
ternational Review of Applied 
Economics, contends that there 
is no evidence to support the 
New Right's view that insecu- 
rity boosts workers’ motiva- 
tion. While a degree of concern 
about one's future may help 
productivity, real job insecuri- 
ty has a negative impact on the 
output of most people, Mr 
Burch ell argues. 

And employees rarely “get 
used" to such stress. The effects 
become cumulatively worse as 
the years wear on. Insecurity - 
feeds on itself, so that those who 
have experienced a period of 
unemployment enter a down- 
ward spiral, finding it more dif- 
ficult to establish themselves in 
permanent jobs, partly through 


paper points to a “stark 
break” between the reJanyely se- 
cure Sixties and Seventies and 
the labour maxket after 1979. In 
the Eighties there was a far 
higher risk <rf moving from a se- 
cure to an insecure employ- 
ment. That was partly due to a 
deep recession which saw un- 
employment rise to levels more 
than three times as high as 
anything that had been experi- 
enced since the war. 

Mr BurcheU contends some 
of the insecurity was the re- 
sponsibility of the Conservative 
government, which introduced 
legislation to make header for 
employers to di smiss their 
workers. 

The study reports the exis- 
tence of “Survivor Syndrome" 
among those left after redun- 
dancies. Among the survivors, 
researchers have found de- 
creased motivation, morale, 
confidence and loyalty, and in- 
creased stress, anger and bit- 
terness. 

Peter Ham, Labour's em- 
ployment spokesman, said the 
research proved his party's ar- 
gument that deregulation of the 
market was a dangerous policy. 
“It doesn't produce greater ef- 
ficiency and it has bred job in- 
security which is not only bad 
for health, it also makes people 
less efficient and less likely to 
have the confidence to inno- 
vate," he said. 

He continued: “It is clear 
there was a sea change in 1979 
when the Conservatives came to 
power. Job insecurity is parity 
the result of global competition, 
but ft was made far worse by the 
manic deregulation pushed 
through by the Tories shipping 
workers of their rights. 

“It left people incredibly vul- 
nerable. This research shows 
that life for many people - 
particularly those at the bottom 
of the pile - is poor, nasty, 
brutish and short" 



Happy days: Pats Bounds and Max, an alsatian-collie cross, surfing off West Dale beach in Pembrokshire Photograph: Rob Stratton 


Max the 
four-footed 
surfer is lost 

One of Britain's higge.si canine slats is 
missing. Max the surfing Ui>g vanished 
from outside a supermarket in west 
Wales while his owner Pete Bounds 
wa> inside busing hi* pet’s Cliristnuts 
dinner, writes Richard Smith. 

The four-} ear-old mongrel, who won 
the Pro Dog ehoritx’s Pet uf the Sear 
award, nwe to fame last summer 
through his devotion w Mr Bounds. 47. 
Britain 1 ', former surfing team captain. 
Even time his owner went out surfing. 
Max whimpered on the heath. So Mr 
Bounds uught Max to surf with him - 
giving him hi" own wet suit and hoard. 

Bur when Mr Bounds went into 
Haverfoidwest to buy Max .1 steak on 
Christmas live the dog was lied to 
railings outside. “I was onh in the 
supermarket for a couple tif minutes 
hut when I came hack Max had gone," 
Mr Bounds said. He is tom meed the 
dog was .stolen. “I'm ahsoltnch 
shattered ... I miss hint terribly." 

Mr Bounds has spent all Oirislmas 
searching lor Mav and has put up 2WI 
posters offering a t It Ht reward for his 
safe return. Dytcd P.iwvs police asked 
anyone with information about Mat to 
contact Haverfoidwest police station. 
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£ 30 m threat 


looms over 
good colleges 


Lucy Ward 

Education Correspondent 

A steep three-year rise in the 
number of students attending 
further-education colleges 
could be slowed or even halted 
following Ikeasury threats to 
withdraw money for expansion. 

The quango in charge of col- 
lege funding is at loggerheads 
with officials from the Depart- 
ment for Education and Em- 
ployment amid fears that the 
move could lose the sector up 
to £30m. College principals 
claim that axing extra funds for 
growth will place further strain 
on a sector already facing severe 
financial difficulties after meet- 
ing tough Government-set 
expansion targets. 

.They warn that removing 
money intended as an incentive 
for colleges to create new de- 
mand for training, from Indus- 
try and the publics will damage 
efforts to help Britain reach am- 
bitious education and t rainin g 
targets set for the millennium. 

The pot of money under 
threat is available to successful 
colleges which fulfil their stu- 
dent recruitment goals but 
which want to expand further. 
Introduced three years ago and 
worth tens of mflhoos annual- 
ly, the pot has so far effectively 
been an open cheque under- 
written by the Treasury. 

However, a sharp increase in 
the number of claims on the 
fund in the past financial 
year is understood to have 
caused alar m among ministers, 
prompting threats to reduce the 
money available or remove it 
altogether. 

If the pot is abolished, the 
colleges quango, the Further 
Education Funding Council 
(FEFC), could be told to re- 
allocate its existing funds to 
help the sector meet continuing 
lou gh gr owth targets. However, 
the FEFC insisted that this year's 
budget settlement for further ed- 
ucation did no more than allow 
the sector to stand stflL 

. Colleges bad been warned tty 

the FETC that the growth fund 
could eventually be reviewed, 
but there was do suggestion that 


it would disappear before 1998- 
1999. Under proposals now be- 
ing considered, it could be 
withdrawn from this April. 

Farther-education colleges, 
which currently educate more 
than 3 million full-time and 
part-time students, have in- 
creased their rolls by 6 per 
cent a year since 1993, when 
they became independent of 
local-authority controL 

But the strain of expanding, 
while also making 20 per cent 
efficiency gains, is beginning to 
show, with almost 300 colleges 
slipping into the red last year. 
The proportion of colleges on 
a “sick 1st”, indicating real fi- 
nancial difficulty, rose to around 
one in eight. 

A spokeswoman for the Dep- 
artment for Education and 
Employment confirmed that 
discussions were going on with 
the FEFC, but said the Gov- 
ernment envisaged “continuing 
growth in the sector". 

Roger Ward, chief executive 
of the Association of Colleges, 
called any move to reduce or 
abolish the fund a “disaster" , 
claiming it could lose colleges 
tens of millions of pounds each 
year. “The sector was inspired 
tty the Government to raipand 
on the understanding this mon- 
ey was available," he said. 

"We have fulfilled our part of 
the contract and it is incon- 
ceivable that ministers should 
renege on theirs." 

■ A college principal and mar- 
keting director who were sacked 
after reports that they were run- 
ning a pub while on sick leave 
are considering challenging 
their dismissal at a tribunal. 

Neil Preston, the £90,000-a- 
year chief executive of Stokr-on- 
ihmt College, and the assistant 
director Helen Chandler, were 
sacked without notice on 
Christmas Eve following an in- 
vestigation by a special com- 
mi tree of governors. They could 
win a cash settlement if the pro- 
cedures used to dismiss them 
are found to be 
Tbe college ts to sack 200 staff 
after uncovering a £8m short- 
fell in its funds caused by fail- 
ing to hit its recruitment targets. 
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Kurt Schorfc 

Reuter 


Belgrade - Anti -government 
demonstrators and riot police 
clashed in the Serbian capital 
Belgrade yesterday after Ser- 
bian opposition claims that it 
was robbed of recent local elec- 
tion victories pained important 
international backing. 

Witnesses said police, some 
in plain clothes, used batons in 
street fights with the protesters, 
who jeered as they left the 
demonstration past cordons of 
riot police. At least one person 
was beaten unconscious, and a 
man who said he was walking 
home from a medical confer- 
ence received an open head- 
wound, eyewitnesses said. 

A mother and her 12-year-old 
daughter were slightly injured, 
and two foreign television 
crews had their cameras 
smashed. A reporter from the 
independent Radio Index said; 


Poll observers’ 
verdict lifts spirits 
after police block 
demonstrations 


“It seems riot police are inter- 
vening in response to jeering. 
No other provocation took 
place." 

The farmer Spanish prime 
minister, Felipe Gonzalez, rep- 
resenting the Organisation for 
Cooperation and Security in Eur 
rope (OSCE), confirmed op- 
position victories over Slobodan 

Milosevic and his ruling So- 
cialist party (SPS) in Belgrade 
and 14 other towns. 

Soon after Mr Gonzalez an- 
nounced his verdict in Geneva, 
the news spread to Belgrade 
and supporters of the opposition 
Zajedno (Together) coalition 
who were participating in the 
38th day of protest marches. 


The crowd of some 80,000 
(lanced and cheered Mr Gon- 
zalez's report, which added 
weight to mounting interna- 
tional demands that President 
Milosevic respect democracy. 

Mr Gonzalez, who beaded an 
OSCE nrissjon to Belgrade this 
month, called on the 53-nation 
grouping to issue an “urgent ap- 


litical forces in Yugoslavia to 
“comply with the will expressed 
at the polls by the citizens". He 
said the authorities should ac- 
cept opposition vkaories in 22 
disputed municipalities, in- 
cluding nine in Belgrade. 

Opposition leaders were 
sceptical that Mr Milosevic 
would respond to the Gonzalez 
report “We do not expect him 
to accept the findings of this 
commission. We expect further 
escalation and aggravation of 
this political crisis,” said Zoran 
pjindjic, leader of the opposi- 
tion Democratic Party. 



Defiant; Students barred by riot police from protesting in the centre of Belgrade 


prisoners 


The official Tanjug news 
agency reported that Mr Gon- 
zalez confirmed the SPS and its 
allies woo a majority of Che votes 
but did not refer to his en- 
dorsement of Zajedno victories. 


■ Weeks of processions 
through the centre of Belgrade 
ended on Thursday when riot 
police cleared the streets and 
forced demonstrators back into 
a pedestrian square. 


’ Despite interna h onal warn- 
ings to allow the marches to 
cootipne, the- authorities' also 
airUufed yesterday's march by 
the opposition coalition. 

The Yugoslav Foreign Min- 


ister Milan MUutmovic said the 
OSCE had delivered a '‘bal- 
anced" report on the dections, 
but had confused some facts 
when it visited Belgrade. 

Mr MQutinovic raid the most 


important feature of the report 
was that it called for dialogue 
“within the framework of the 
system” and "discussion be- 
tween the authorities and the 
opposition in parliament." 
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Top German 
weekly was 
a Nazi haven 


Imre Karacs 

Bonn 


who spent the war in Norway, 
retired from Soieed in the 1970s 


Germany’s leading news week- 
ly, founded by British occupa- 
tion forces after the war in an 
effort to foster liberal values, 
saw the world through biriwn- 
tmted spectacles m it? early 
years, and operated as an advice 
centre for Nazis on the run. 

To mark SpiegeF* 50th an- 
niversaxy next week, the Berlin 
newspaper Tageszeinmg pub- 
lished documents yesterday list- 
ing prominent Nazis who held 
senior positions in the 1950s. 
The inte rnational department 
was headed by a former SS of- 
ficer who helped plan the inva- 
sion of Britain: -'the foreign 
editor, another SS man. Was a 
top agent in occupied Norway. 

The Berlin correspondent 
was in hisprevious incarnation 
a Nazi official in charge of the 
foreign press corps. SpiegeTs 
Latin America correspondent, 
Wilfred wm Oven, also had ex- 
cellent contacts among the bur- 
geoning German diaspora on 
his patch. During the war he was 
chief adjutant to Goebbels. 

The magazine's SS contin- 
ent knew each other before the 
war and had first met in K6ni§s- 
berg, formerly East Prussia, 
while developing the theology 
of “Scientific National Social- 
ism". One of them, Horst 
Mahnke, was charged at the 
Nuremberg war-crimes trials 
with the murder of 38 Jewish in- 
tellectuals in Russia in 1941. 

During the war he was in the 


retired from Spiegel in the 1970s 
after a glittering career and died 
last summer. 

Long after the war, he con- 
tinued to hold curiously famil- 
iar views, as he betrayed in an 
essay about Africa: “The Negro 
is intelligent, skflfal and eager 
to learn, but he is lazy," Wolff 
said in a scholarly journal. 

Karl Friedrich Grosse, the 
Berlin correspondent, and yon 
Oven in Latin America also 
clung cm to iheir respectability, 
despite attempts to expose their 
pastS- Assemor figures in Ger- 
many’s most powerful media or- 
gan, SpiegcC s Nazis were well- 


placed Jo deflect public cam- 
paigns against relics of the 


paigns against relics of the 
Third. Reich. The network 
looked after its own, frequent- 



Spiegel: Founded by British 
to foster liberal values 


Seahon, die proposed invasion 
of Britain. Hrs job was to draw 
up fists of British Jews, Mft and 
other “undesirables”. Had 
Hiller invaded, Mahnke was the 
man marked out to implement 
Britain's “purification . 

In 1952 he joined Spiegel as 
international editor, and re- 
mained on staff until 1959, 
when he switched to another 
magazine. He retired as chief 
business manager of the Asso- 
ciation of German Magazine 
Publishers, and died in 1985 a 
thoroughly respected man. 

His SS chum Georg Wolff, 


ly springing to the defence of 
any member of the fraternity 
under attack. 

The boys from Konigsberg 
turned their magazine into a 
“letter-box” for the Nazi elite, 
littering the pages with coded 
messages. functioned, ac- 

cording to Tageszeilung, as a 
“beacon in the . democratic 
state", helping Nazis to find 
their bearings m the new world. 

They did their job well. The 
Nazis became democrats, and 
Spiegel, the fearless, somewhat 
pompous, champion of Liberal 
principles, remains the most in- 
fluential magazine Today, sell- 
ing 1 million copies a week. 


Church suicide 

ended tragic life 


Imre Karacs 


The secrets of Lhe woman who 
blew herself up on Christinas 
Eve during a church service in 
Frankfort, Germany, were 
pieced together yesterday by the 
police, shedding fight on the un- 
bearable pain that led to the 
tragedy. It now seems certain 
that she lit herself as a human 
torch in memory of ter son who 
had leapt in front of a train at 
the age of 18. 

The son's suicide in Novem- 
ber 1989, at a. spot near the 
church where his mother paid 
the ultimate tribute, , had un- 
hinged her mind She received 

psychiatric help from time to 
time, but never got over his 
death. Last year came the final 
blow: the emotional strain of his 
death destroyed her marriage, 
and she was declared unfit to 
care for the couple’s other 
child, a nine-year-old girl 

A search of her flat yielded 
no dues, only testimonies from 
neighbours that she was redu- 


sive, weighed down by sorrow. 
Out of respect for the familyj 
police refused to name her! 
though one newspaper yester- 
day published her first name and 
the initial of her surname. 

She must have been planning 
her exit for a long time. The 
means of self-destruction, two 
Yugoslav-made hand grenades 
containing 100 grammes of 
TNT each, could not have been 
bought, in the words of the 
police, “in a store". 

Misfortune followed her to 
the very end. Investigators are 
now certain that she intended 
to kflj only herself, and was 
oohvious to the grenades' lethal 
forre. “She held the grenades 
on her lap and probably want- 
ed to direct the explosion only 
against her own body," said a 
police spokesman. 

Instead, she brought grief to 
families she never knew. Two sss- 
aged 59 and 61, were kffled 
m the blast and 13 people were 
mjured, including a girl of 12 
who will never fully recover. 
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France quits watch 
over northern Iraq 


Mary Dejevsky 

Paris 

Christopher Bdhoqr 
Defence Correspondent 

Rupert ComweU 

Washington _ 

France Is jmffing out of allied 
survdUance operations over 
northern Iraq following what it 
says is a change in the brief. A 
forejgn ministry statement in 
Paris yesterday said the dedskm 
had been taken because the 


ly envisaged” for the mission 
had been dropped. 

“Operation Provide Com- 
fort” wiD be continued jointly ly 
the other participants, the Unit- 
ed States, Turkey and Britain. 
It was started in 1991 after the 
end of the Gulf Whr with the 
joint aim of protecting the 
Kurds of northern Iraq and 
ensuring that Iraq observed 
the terms of the cease-fire. Its 
mandate expires on 31 
December, after which France 
will no longer be involved. 

The Turkish parliament met 
on Christmas Day to consider 
whether it should continue in 
the light of changed dream- 
stances. These include Sarkfam 
Hussein's attack on ArbQ, which 
forced the withdrawal of some 
of the multinational ground 
forces in northern Iraq, and 
fighting between the Kurdish 
factions which the international 


’ these factions went over to 
Saddam's side. 

Wh3eaIk»wii»ProvkieCom- 
fort to continue from its base at 
Inciriik. the Turks stiD refuse 
British aid agencies access to 
northern Iraq. They have also 
discontinued the provision for 
ground reconnaissance.. French 
officials had azgued that with- 
out this proviaon, the operation 
would be purely miBtasy and as 
such France would be nnfikr.fy 

to approve h. 

France’s concern to improve 
its diplomatic and commercial 
relations with Iraq is believed 
to Seattle bean of its decision. 
Paris was recently instrumental 
in persuading Baghdad to meet 
UN conditions for recom- 
mencing oD exports. 

Heavy over-spending cm its 
overseas mffitaiy budget, which 
includes p ar ticipation in the 
expensive peace-keeping op- 
eration in Bosnia, may be an- 
other factor. Airforce training 


because the annual fuel 
had been exhausted. France is 
retrenching its military presence 
around the world because its 
forces are overstretched and it 
must pay for the costly transi- 
tion to an all-professional mil- 
itary on the British model to 
which President Chirac has 
committed himself. 

The French decision was 


Help ordered for 
needy as French 
freeze kills five 


Mary Dejevsky 

Paris 


Local authorities across France 
were ordered yesterday to pro- 
vide more help for people sleep- 
ing rough after five people died 
from cold over the Christmas 
riod. The instruction came 
i the minister for emergency 
humanitarian action, Xavier 
Emmanuelliu in response to 
mounting public indignation 
that people could (fie in such cir- 
cumstances in Nineties France. 

Four of the five dead were 
homeless people in their fifties 
and sixties. Tsvo died in central 
Paris, one in the doorway of an 
apartment block being refur- 
bished. A third was found dead 
in a park m the centre of Brest, 
while the fourth, a woman, was 
found dose to the station in the 
western town of TreporL The 
fifth was a pensioner who lived 
in a caravan in the Paris region. 

Much of Ftance has been in 
the grip of icy weather^ since 
Christmas Eve, when snow - 
and torrential ram and bail in 
the south - disrupted holiday 
travel arrangements for thou- 
sands. Even in Paris, temper- 
atures have not ventured above 
zero for three days, and the 
cold spell is forecast to con- 
tinue at least into early next 
week at least. 

The current temperatures, 
minus SC in Paris yesterday, and 
minus 14-L5C in eastern and 
central France, are up to 10 de- 
grees colder than average for 
the time of year. 


Paris and other French dries 
already have extensive emer- 
gency arrangements for heme- 
less people and others sleeping 
rough m winter. As well as 
hostels, a number of central 
Paris underground stations are 
kept open through the night, 
ana hundreds of charity soup 
kitchens, known as restaurants 
du coeur, are open from mid- 
December to mid-March for 
those of limited means. 

This year, however, charity 
workers say that there has been 
a sharp increase in those want- 
ing to use the soup kitchens and 
many borderline cases have 
had to be turned away. As in 
Britain, additional events are or- 
ganised over Christmas and 
New Year - on Christmas Eve, 
L500 of the Paris homeless 
were entertained to Christmas 
dinner on five Seine cruise 
boats, while another 1,000 are 
to be given a new year dinner 
in the precincts of the vast sti- 
ence centre in the north-east of 
the city. 

Conscious, no doubt of the 
poor standing of the govern- 
ment, several ministers presided 
at charitable Christmas din- 
ners in the towns and districts 
where they are also the local 
mayor (and invited the televi- 
sion cameras). 

Yet in Paris yesterday, there 
was space to spare in emergency 
accommodation for the home- 
less. One middle-aged man said 
he was not going anywhere 
□ear a hostel because he would 
have to give up his dog. 


significant shorts 


Peru hostages 
see no end to 
their ordeal 

More than 100 hostages 
completed 10 days in the 
besieged Japanese embassy 
in Lima yesterday with no 
solution in sig ht. Guerrillas 
of the Tupac Amaru group 
said they had another unit 
ready to hit other targets if 
President Alberto Fujimori 
tries force to free the 
captors. He declared an 
emergency in the capital, 
apparently to make it easier 
to arrest suspected guerrillas 
or sympathisers. 

Phil Davison 

Genocide 
trial opens 

Rwanda's first genocide trial 
opened, with the accused 
lacing the death penalty if 
convicted of slaughtering 
800,000 Tuisis and moderate 
Hums in 1994. An 
ex-medical assistant, Deo 
Bizimana, and Egide 
Gatanazi. a former 
administrator, are charged 
with organising the killing of 
75 per cent of the country's 
Tutsis. /Baiter- Nairobi 


South Korean 
waters defy 
pcBee threats 

Despite threats of a-police 
crackdown, 370,000 striking 
workers vowed to continue 
South Korea’s largest union 
protest. Workers shut 
hundreds of plants over their 
demand that the government 
retract a hill making lay-offs 
easier, and the strikes 
threatened to inflict major 
damage on South Korea’s 
economy. Thousands of riot 
police with i ear-gas guarded 
the entrances of the 
National Assembly a few 
blocks away. AP - Seoul 

Asylum bid 
denied 

The Foreign Office denied 
eight protesters escorted by 
Malaysian police from the 
British High Commission in 
Kuala Lumpur on Christmas 
Day had requested asylum. 
The demonstrators, from 
Indonesia’s troubled Aceh 

province, are now in 
detention, according to their 
lawyer, and face expulsion to 
Indonesia- 
gaynumd Whitaker 


seized ou by Iraq yesterday as 
ma rkin g a split in the six-and- 
a-half-year-old Gulf War coali- 
tion. Although the operation is 
noounaBy humanitarian, it has 

dearly become a surveillance 

mivaon enabling the Gulf War 

affir m frit gffitwn W upon n a ny 

time be moves. 

The British Foreign Office 
yesterday said it "noted the 
French poshkm” but that the air 
Surveillance operation contin- 
ued to do useful work and 
should continue. Is pr actic e , 
France, like Britain, provides 
only a small air force - six 
planes - as its contribution to 
the operation, which is over- 
wbebmngty American. France's 
contribution to the operation 
over southern Iraq, south of 
33rd parallel, remains unaf- 
fected. 

Although the Reach Foreign 
Ministry said France continued 
to enjoy “exccDem"' relations 
with Washington, France and 


the US have dashed recently 
over command arrangements in 
Naio’s Southern Command, 
based in Naples. The French 
said a “European” - probably 
a Frenchman — should have 
command. Senior US mihtaiy 
sources said they would be hap- 
py as long as the French pul the 
resources into the Mediter- 
ranean to justify that, which 
there is no sign they wffl ever da 

France's dedaon to pull out 
of Operation Provide Comfort 
has annoyed and embarrassed 
the Clinton administration. 

The dispute adds to a list of 
differences between the two al- 
lies, ranging from the Middle 
East to the handling of the 
Zaire refugee crisis, the US-led 
ousting of Boutros Boutros- 
Ghali as UN Secretary Genera] 
and what Washington insists 
was a calculated personal snub 
by France to the outgoing Sec- 
retary of State, Warren 
Christopher. 



Bowing out French 


will no longer participate In the operation In Kurdistan 


Photograph: Rex Features 
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Quiet, Economical and 
Gentle Washing Machines 


$asch SPS 5462 
45Cin Dishwasher ■ 

• 5 programmes 

• 2 temperatures 

• Stainless steel interior 

• Quick wash 

• 8 place settings 
Very quiet operation 



SPS 6432 Dishwasher • 6 Programmes 

• 3 Temperatures • Energy saving heat exchanger 

• 8 Place settings • Extremely quiet 

• Low water and energy usage £ 429.99 

SPS 2462 45cm Dishwasher 

• 3 programmes • Stainless steel interior 

• 8 place settings * Quiet operation 

SMS 601 2 60cm Dishwasher 

• 6 Programmes • 2 Temperatures 

• 12 Place settings £ 399.99 


WFF 2000 Washing Machine 

• "3D AquaSpa” wash system 
(uses less water and electricity) 

• Electronically controlled through ‘Fuzzy Logic' 

• 1000 Spin speed 
■ Vary quiet operation 

• Delay timer 

• Scrfdine design 



WFP 3200 Washing Machine 

• 30 AquaSpa • 1600 Spin speed 

• Extremely quiet • Fuzzy Logic 

• Time Delay • Stainless steel door 

• LED dteplay 

• Sofdine 
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£ 769.99 


WFF 1200 washing Machine 

• Duo AquaSpa • 1000 Spin speed 

• Spin reduction • Rinse hold 



Super Economical & Environmentally 
Friendly "Softline" Fridge/Freezers 




Bosch KSV 2630 

Fridge Freezer 

• Totally CFC and HFC Free 

• 60cm wide 

• 4 shelves (3 height adjustable) 

• Fridge capacity 6.7 cu ft (net) 

• Freezer capacity 2.4 cu ft (net) 


KSV 2402 Fridge Freezer 

• Totafly CFG and HFC Free • 55cm wide 

• 4 shelves (3 height adjustable) 

» Fridge capacity 6.0 cu ft (net) 

• Freezer capacity 2.0 cu ft (net) 

£ 309.99 



WFB1605 
Washing Machine 

• 800 spin speed 

• Rinse hold 

• 11 programmes 


Bosch KTR 1670 
Larder Fridge 

• CFC and HFC free 

• 4 safety glass shelves 

• Auto defrost 

• Capacity 5.4 cu.ft (net) 

• ‘A’ Energy Efficiency rating 


KGV 2604 Fridge Freezer 

• Totally CFC and HFC free 

• 2 drawer freezer • 60cm wide 

• Fridge Capacity 6.8 cu ft (net) 

• Freezer Capacity 2.2 cu ft (net) 

£ 419.99 


Prices may vaiy from store to store. Prices shown are manufacturers suggested selling prices between 26th Decamber and 31st January 1 996. 



GSL 1202 Tabletop Freezer 

• Totally CFC and HFC Free 

• 4 Star freezer • Superfast freezing 

• Capacity 3.4 cu ft (net) 

• Optical and acoustic warning system 

GSD 2617 Upright Freezer 

• CFC and HFC Free • 4 Star freezer 

• Superfast freezing • 1 fast freeze compartment 

• Optical and acoustic warning system 

• Capacity 7.4 cu.ft (net) £g-| g gg 

BOSCH 

Excellence comes as standard 


Available from h‘,driin;i donarfaa-nt etorm-, and major electrical rctaihae 
r,-.-- f i;rt her information Dln.r-.o m! I fee ire^ be snhi;n - and foc.ai stockist dc' on 01233 21 1500 (24 hours 7 days a wt-ok). 
kdaaa! Bozen Domc-nla: Appiia; ;s. Grand Union. Houv.O, Old Wolvur ton Road. VVoivoi ton, Milton Knynt-a MK12 OPT. 
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sign up for 
peace after 
36-year war 


Phil Davison 

Latin America Correspondent 


A war that begun the year John F 
Kennedy was elected, and Harold 
MacMillan was heralding “the winds 
of chance", will finally end tomorrow 
when Guatemala's government and 
guerrillas sign a nurd-won peace 
tram. In M* years of Latin Ameri- 
ca’s it meest guerrilla war, 100,000 
people died. 40.000 more “disap- 
peared" from military detention and 
more than a miliu m fled their homes. 

At least 1 1 Latin American heads 
of state, possibly including Cuba’s 
Fidel Castro, will watch President 
Ah um Arm and four guerrilla com- 
manders sign the so-called Agreement 
for a Firm and Lasting Peace in the 
National Palace in Guatemala City, 

Although the guerrillas of the so- 
called Guatemalan National Revo- 
lulionury Unity {URNG) arc still 
armed, they will pit her in eight des- 
ignated camps within the next few 
weeks to hand in their weapons to 
international peace monitors. 

Most plan to stay with the URNG 
when it becomes a political move- 
ment. as envisaged in one of the 1 1 


chapters of a peace treaty which took 
five years lo reach. They will thus fol- 
low in the footsteps of their San- 




dinista and FMLN neighbours in 
Nicaragua and HI Salvador. 


Nicaragua and HI Salvador. 

Although the peace process began 
five years ago. its speedy conclusion 
was largely due to an atmosphere of 
trust created by Mr Ami, a 5 1-year- 
ohi former travel agent of part- 
Russron extraction, after he took over 
in January. The last and most con- 
troversial' accord was completed 
only last week when Guatemala's 
Congress approved the Law of Na- 
tional Reconciliation - a sweeping 
amnesty that will exempt guerrillas. 



military officers and anti -guerrilla vil 
lane militiamen from prosecution foi 


lage militiamen from prosecution for 
massacres, kidnappings or torture. 

The law infuriated local and in- 
ternational human-rights groups 
who note that, while the guerrillas 
were often brutal with soldiers or col- 
laborators, it was the military and the 
militias who were responsible for the 
majority of the 36-year toll of torture, 
death and disappearances, mostly of 
civilians. It will, for example, grant 
impunity to the officers who carried 
out a “scorched-earth" policy against 




End of an ora: Children in Guatemala City join in the chanting of URNG guerrilla slogans, in advance of the peace treaty 


Photograph; Kimberly Whlte/Reuters 


alleged guerrilla sympathisers in the 
Guatemalan highlands, at the height 
of the war in the Eighties. Using tech- 
niques learnt from United States 
experience against supposed pro- 
Viet-Cong villages in Vietnam, the 
policy involved burning down entire 
villages suspected of collaborating 
with, or even of feeding guerrilla 


units. Also apparently exenqjt-.from 
punishment wul be miUtaiy officers 
who ordered or carried out the so- 
called Xaman massacre little over a 
year ago. An army platoon opened 
fire on 200 unarmed men, women and 
children, kffling II and wounding 30. 

The seeds of the 36-year war 
were sown in 1954 when the CIA 


helped overthrow the leftistPresideiit 
Jacobo Arbenz, a coup which led to 
three dfepdf 8 ? of military or nxQitary- 
' controlled governments. Marxist 
guerrilla groups were formed, merg- 
■/mg into the umbrella URNG, and 
i encouraged by Castro’s 1959 revo- 
■ lution to launch their first attacks. 

In the early Eighties, the govern- 


ment launched the “scorched earth" 
policy which sent hundreds of thou- 
sands fleeing through jungle to Mex- 
ico. Thousands are still there. 

The official terrorism campaign 
worked. The guerrillas lost support 
anrf^fcrere reduced to blowing up 
bridges and pylons, as well as extort- 
ing “war taxes" from ranchers. That 


that 

ensured the guerrillas 0 survival. . ,.;‘ 
Many. Guatemalans fear tlra*.- 
some guerrillas wm remain outti&g 
the law- as some d-Coaa»md^ 
Sandmista fighters 1 Ka^rfon^rnt 
Nicaragua - beJieWng thdy can wSfc 
- better through extortion, than 
through promised- state assistance. 



China agree 
troop cuts 



Teresa Poole 

Peking 

Helen Womack 

Moscow 


After seven years of talks, 
involving 22 meetings, China, 
Russia and three other former 
Soviet republics, have finally 
reached agreemeotan reducing 
military forces along their bor- 
der The troop-reduction pact 
b likely to be signed in April 
when'China's President. Jiang 
Zemin, wifi make a State visit to 
Moscow; 

Yesterday’s agreement was 
negotiated in Peking but coin- 
cided with a meeting in 
Moscow between- the Chinese 
Prime Minister, Li Peng, and 
the Russian President, Boris 
Yeltsin. Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan 
andTlqfldstaa wffl.be die other 
nations signatory to the agree- 
ment. 

No details were available 
yesterday on the number of 
troops involved. China and the 
former Soviet republics share a 
border of more than 2^00 miles 
which during the 1960s saw 
clashes between the world's 
two biggest Communist powers. 
Most of tbe disputes on border 
demarcation were settled five 
years ago, but the issue of troop 
reduction has proved more 
intractable. 

In April, durmg a visit by Mr 
Yeltsin to Peking, the five na- 
tions signed a conlkience-build- 
ing treaty under which they 
must inform each other about 
military manoeuvres near the 
border, and in which they 


promise not to attack each 
other. Agreement was also 
readied to set up a hotline be- 
tween Peking and Moscow. 

S in o- Russian ties are at their 
most cordial for decades. Both 
sides want to see expanded 
trade and economic links, in- 
cluding Russian arms sales to 
China. Mr U went on to meet 
the Russian Prime Minister 
Victor Chernomyrdin and the 
two leaders signed a number of 


ing a midear power station in 
China to an accord between the 
two countries' central banks. 

Both Moscow and Peking 
also see each Other as a diplo- 
matic ballast to counterbalance, 
each country’s trilateral relations 
with the United States. 

For Mr Yeltsin, yesterday 
provided the .first opportunity 
since recovery from his heart by- 
pass operation to resume meet- 
ings with foreign leaders. 
Television showed the Russian 
leader looking reasonably fit and 
greeting Mr U warmly. 

“I am very pleased with the 
course of events," a thinner but 
apparently healthier Mr 
Yeltsin said in brief remarks 
broadcast on television. Mr U 
and Mr Chernomyrdin agreed 
to meet each other twice a year 
to monitor progress on build- 
ing up trade ana diplomatic re- 
lations. 

“We laid a good foundation 
for the next century and the next 
millennium.” Interfax news 
agency quoted Mr Cher- 
nomyrdin as saying. 
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Dictator Stalin was 
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ADVANTAGE 7303 

SKU 84*764 


• 16mb RAM 

• Intel Pentium M33 


loool 


BUY NOW PAY 13 MONTHS LATER APR 0% OR FROM £66.40 PER MONTH APR 29.9% 
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OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK 

MON-fW 8-8 SAT 9-6 SUN 11-5 
NEW YEARS EVE 8-5 NEW YEARS D«f 9-5 


FREE DELIVERY 

ON QMNRS (MU CM BLWUUSMC.W 
TOPUnwMUMBHWI M a i lBl II 

0800 141414 
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A CHOKE OF OVER 5000 OFFICE PRODUCTS 
FOR YOUR NEAREST STAPLES CALL 

0990 55 66 99 
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STAPLES 


The Office Superstore 
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Moscow (AP) — After 60 years 
as a Kremlin maid, Polina 
Mafakina has issued her verdict 
on its best-known inhabitants. 

The dictator Josef Stalin was 
a “kind" man often ready to 
break into tears. His feared se- 
curity chief, Lavrenty Beria, 
was “weird". “He tore all the pa- 
pers on his desk into small 
pieces and tossed them around 
his office," she said. 

And the current President, 
Boris Yeltsin, sometimes sneaks 
off to a church in the Kremlin’s 
grounds. &e said in an interview 
published yesterday in the dai- 
ly Komsomobkaya Pravda. 

“I’ve heard he secretly visits 
the church and is praying qui- 
etly so that [Communist leader 
Gennady! Zyuganov doesn’t 
see him, she said. “Can you 
rule Russia without God?" 1 ^ 

Ms Malmldna, who is in her 
eighties and still works at the 
Kremlin, said she is so well- 
known that only she and Mr 
Yeltsin are not asked to show 
identification when entering 


the bunding. She joined the 
Kremlin staff in the winter of 
1937 at the height of Stalin’s 
purges, which claimed countless 
lives, but said she never feared 
him. “He was a very, short man 
and so kind too," she said. “He 
had a very tender look and 

his eyes were often foil of tears. 

He had such a pity for simple 
people." Ms Maiinkina is a re - 



tune Stalin offended her was 
when he ordered a church bell 
to be thrown off a Kremlin bell 
tower. 

For her, an Kremlln.dwellers 
ran into two categories: those 
who wipe their feet at the door 
and those who don’L Mr Yeltsin 
falls into the first, along with 
Stalm and former Soviet leader 
Leonid Brezhnev. . 

hfe Maiinidna, nicknamed 
Baba Polya", said that her 
only dream, unfulfilled after 60 

years, was to get a telephone in 

her apartment. “What if they 
need me urgently at the Kreni 
hn? she said. 
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A fitting farewell to the old year: the sun sets over a wintry Cambridgeshire. Photograph by Brian Harris. Taken with 160 ASA colour negative] film with 300mm lens. A for Auto exposure with one stop at f5.6 






•UIOVG 




i 


THE INDEPENDENT • SATURDAY 28 DECEMBER 1996 


How appropriate to end the year 
with a sunset glowing bravely 
through the chilly dark of an 
East Anglian dusk. Just as the 
years come and go, the ritual of 
consumption reaches its feverish 
height with New Year’s Eve 
parties and, of course, the sales. 
You could ignore their seductive 
tug on your already overworked 


credit card by searching for 
cheap works of art (cheap, yes; 
art, arguable) at that Nineties’ 
phenomenon, the car boot sale, 
or decide to spend your money 
on disappearing to destinations 
obscure and obvious . You could 
be even more conspicuous and 
treat yourself to a new car - it 
has been one of the more 


f 

innovative years for a long time. 
Maybe the best thing to do is to 
don those brand-new walking 
jboots you were given for 
Christmas and stride healthily 
away from the excesses of the 
night before and into a bright 
New Year. Who knows, you 
blight walk long enough to see a 
sunset like this. 
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a year in pictures 


interview 


arts & books 


trajvel 



From victims of war 
to high jumpers and a 
loajtdf happy bull 

A/eiection of images which 
capture the best from The 
Ipaependenfs photographic 
team pages 12&13 



John Waish 
meets... Rick 
Stein 

Tve no time for 
those starry chefs. 
We’re not film or 
pop stars’ page 3 




Uncle Alf and 
a family 
gathering 

A fictional slice 
of life from the 
north-east by Harry 
Pearson page 5 



wjiere to go 
ne*t year (and 
where to miss) 

Month by month 
guide on absolutely 
everywhere you 

can jgo pages 8&9 


shopping 




Now for the 
primeval ritual 
of ‘saleing’ 

...or why it is that 
women like to go 
bargain-hunting in 
pairs page 15 
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Tales of the implausible 


fiad^ammon Chris Bray 


Assess your gullibility quotient with a new quiz from William Hartston, based on some of the sillier news items of the past year 


T he most splendidly bizarre of 
the new Christinas games this 
year has beeo TSrue or False 
from’Hasbro. Players move their 
counters around a Lu do- like board 
according to whether they can 
correclly identify a scries of 
implausible-sounding statements as 
true or false. Here arc some 


samples: 

a) Our forefathers immersed yarn in 
a bath of urine to dye it blue. The 
process worked best if the urine 
donor had drunk alcohol. 


h) Rembrandt used a drunken old 
beggar from Amsterdam as the 
model for his painting The Wise 
King Salomon. 

c) In 1993. a 73-year-old deaf and 
lame pensioner set a new record as 
the oldest bank robber in Denmark. 

d) In a Charlie Chaplin Iookalike 
competition, Charlie Chaplain once 
came third. 


You'll find the answers at.the end. 


Now. in the spirit of Thie or False, 
we'd like to offer you a little news 
review of the year. Here are 10 
supposed news items of 1996 of 
which five are genuine and five 
complete fabrications. If you think 
you can identify which arc which, 
just send the numbers of the five 
genuine items to “Thie or False 
Competition" at the address given 
in the corner of the page. We have 
three copies of Thie-or False to give 
to contestants who identify all five 
correctly - or failing that to those ■ 
with the most correct answers. 



Ready to relax over the festive season? 1 JruJ *at 

by Heykenand Fischer. All you have to do is answer 
Ite Staring three questions. Entries s^J^be 
maiked “Backgammon Compeufron and sent tom 
address given below. • ‘ _ . i • 

£V Black on roll - a) Should Black double. ?j. j- 

mif xkmbIed,sbouM White take or dnpp? . 



An aarfy naked wrawrait-ateJws' festal in 


foapaja mrtad to baar an ths prallwmattta aanroffcs nJiiUtioa 


1) When Madame Tussnud's 
Waxwork Exhibition opened for the. 
first time in Melbourne, Australia, 
this year, an error was made in 
reassembling the exhibit which had 
been shipped from Britain in pieces. 
As a result the Duchess of \foifc 


appeared with the head of the 
Princess of Whies and vice versa. 


The error was noticed only minutes 
before the celebrity opening of the 
exhibition. 


in a sexual act during a baseball 
game in Los Angeles at the Dodger 
Stadium were ordered to buy 50 
tickets for games this season and 
donate them to charity. They were 
also placed on two years' probation 
and ordered to attend Aids 
education classes. 


2) A Frenchman, identified only as 
Jean-Marie C, was so annoyed at a 
bill for the tax due on his gambling 
winnings that he hired a convoy of 
armoured vans to deliver 920 sacks 
containing 3.730,606 one-franc coins 
to the tax collector. “My gesture is 
symbolic," he said. “The franc is the 
monetary unit of France. 


4) The first Christian Nudist 
Conference, held at Whispering 
Pines Resort, began with Carol 
Love, the owner of the resort. 


reciting the following poem: 

Here we are sitting together in the 
nude. 


Some folks in society would 
exclaim to us, how rude! 


But we know we're all good people, 
we came to praise the Lord. 

So let's all shout to Jesus and clap 
our hands of one accord. 


launched. The pendants in gold, 
white gold and diamonds, are 
called Teardrop, Infinity and.Love 
and are designed to have a small 
amount of ashes or lock of hair 


from the departed sealed inside 
them. “The trend in personalising 
the death experience is something 
we*ve seen grow over the last 10 
years," said Terry Dieterle. an 
undertaker from Aurora who 
created the necklaces. 


stripped of the title by the judge; 
who happened to be his brother 
Martin, after allegations dial be -had 
bolstered his conkers with .* < - 


cardboard. Ron said that be had 


only put cardboard in because the 
hole he had drilled in the conker 


was too large. Martin said: 'There 
were accusations made after the 
event and following an investigation 
I ruled that Ron had indeed been 
using illegal substances." 


m 

.pBtfhas 

C^.^Hvejcc^ssay'ujSa qaeSjjibtt^V 
“di ffer ential gnbsid&gaeT ancFdoes ’ 
.not mean the structure^' an y teas 
unsafe than it was. ' 


3) A couple found guilty of engaging 


5) At the National Funeral 
Directors' Convention in Cincinnati 
a set of necklace designs called the 
Heirloom Pendant Collection was 


6) The city of Osaka in Japan held a 
Festival of Cormorant Trapping 
Congress, reviving a tradition last 
celebrated in the first half of the 
19th century. Unclothed 
participants were required to 
demonstrate novel ways of catching 
'Cormorants with points being 
awarded for ingenuity as well as the 
number caught. 


7) After Ron Knivett won the 
conker contest at the Lamb and 
Flag pub near Worcester, he was 


8) Psychologists at the University of 
Chicago have shown that the pitch 
of a swan’s honk may be affected by 
sounds played to the egg in the 
month before it hatches. Within a 
certain range of musical notes, 
encompassing about an octave, an 
unborn swan can be “programmed" 
to honk at any specified pitch. “We 
haven’t yet got a choir of swans 
singing Yankee Doodle," said Dr 
Larry Steinberg “but you might say 
that we now have the technology to 
do so if we wanted. 


10) Fbliowmg.afl irgimdiccH taken"' * 
out in a court in Colombo,^ 
recordings of the Spice Girls may 
not be played or sold in Sri Lanka 
unless the group changes, its name. 
The injunction was obtained by a 
workers' co-operative called Spice 
Girls, that exports herbs and spices. 
The -judge ruled that whOe there was 
little chance of the products of the 
two groups being confused, it was 
“not correct” for the singers to 
“profit from die sound reputation” 
of the aiice firm. 


to tbe True or False items: 


) is false; tbe other three items are 





Don’t junk rt ... use it! Things you'd probably be better off not doing with the detritus of Christmas 


Christmas cards: Cut out the pretty untorn piece about A4 size -you can 
bits to make tags for gifts. (Idealfy. you make a wallet like this: 
should have done this as soon as they 
arrived to save on storage space.) 

Or cut out the pictures to make an 

Advent calendar. I ■ 


1. Fold paper top to bottom, leaving 
the crease at the top. Fold up a narrow 
hem at the bottom edge. 


of the top of the original fold. 


2. Fold hem edge to within 
approximately one or two centimetres 


3. Make a similar hem on the lower 
sheet and fold this up to within about a 
centimetre of the previous fold. You 
have now formed the two pouches of 


your wallet, which should look like the 
next diagram. 


4. Now for the tricky part Fold and 
unfold the right and left edges and 
comers as shown, then tuck the edge 


inside along the fold marks. Fold down 
centre to complete the waQet. Present’ 
to anyone who was unfortunate enough 
not to be given a real leather wallet for 
Christmas. Just in time to start saving . 
money for next Christmas. 
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Tissue paper: Dampen and twist into 
decorative string to wrap parcels. 
(Don't wet them too much, or your 
string will dissolve.) 


Wrapping paper. Cut into strips and 
weave together to make drinks coasters 
or piaeemats. Or - if you can find an 







The tree: Strip off needles, saw off 
branches leaving just a few at different 
levels a few inches long. Use as hat, 
coat or shoe stand, thus liberating last 
week's coathangers. Alternatively, just 
throw it all away. One can take this 
recycling business too far, you know. 

Bawn O’Beinie-Ranelagh 


Whatever happened to ... 

Nineteen ninety-six? 


Chess William Hartston 
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No3181 Saturday 28 December 


Bridge Competition Alan Hiron 


The yean A leap year us Uranus moved into Aquarius. 


The consequences: At the beginning of astrologers said 
th.il the planetary shill would make people more idealistic, 
but ViiWesl charged its mortgage borrowers an extra day's 
interest for 29 February. 


Pnlttiral predictions Jonathan Cjiner in the Putty i Mail 
predicted an election victory for Tony Blair before the end 
of !•**>. Major will not l«i until the end uf the year. Russel! 
C irant agreed about Blair for PM. hut not perhaps until early 
in I w " His inoon is in Aquarius, you see. Bhavnu Fota. a 
Hindu astrologer, predicted changes in the leadership of the 
l k. United Stales and India, and a had time for John Major 
between March I99ft and March 1**97. Shelley von Strunckcl 
said that Bill Clinton would he opposed by a political 
unknown. ul,i Af.nvr \ Aimarutc said that the peace process 
in Northern Ireland would be secured beyond doubt. 
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(JBfc A; It’s Black to play 
■+- and mate in one - 
easy! But how 
many moves did it 
■ / take to getto the 
diagram position? 
' : V: If you can work 
. : v out the shortest 
route, you may 
vw ’:jy . win a prize in our 
2L 4$: New Year's 
competition. 


ail 


What happened: Tony Blair's moon is still in Aquarius. John 
Mauv had a troubled veur. but ls still with us. 


Royal predictions: Nicholas Campion, the president of the 
AMiohigical Asscviation, said that Princess Diana may have 
a scries of shurt-term relationships it the right man docs not 
come along Shelley von Strunekel said that Charles and 
Diana would not divorce. Bhavna Fola said that Charles's 
HXi'ini wife would he about live years younger than himself. 
< Hil said that the Queen would capitulate over “a 

P-irticuLirly contentious issue" in the autumn. 


Paint of information: Charles is a year younger than Camilla 
Parker Bowles. 


Romantic predictions: Bhavnu Rota said that Jemima and 
lmr.m would have a son in 199b. Justin Toper {The Sun) 
thought they would have a baity, nr adopt one. He also 
foresaw marriage between Hugh Grant and Liz Hurley. 


Enunmites: John Rcntnui wrote; "The British economy will 
trot along in 19%. forcing its rider. Kenneth Clarke, to cut 


interest rates to ft per cent by mid-year and maybe as low as 
5 "S per cent by the end of the year.” 


Current interest rates: ft per cent, just up from 5.75. 
Coadastan: Sound eeonivmics are better than crystal balls. 


What did you get for Christmas? If it was a copy of 
the Chcssmaster 5000 CD-Rora, you must be feeling 
pleased with yourself. While its playing program is 
not quite as strong as those of its rivals Fritz and 
Genius, the Chcssmaster 5000 (from Mindscape) has 
a bust of attractive additional features tbe others 
cannot match. Quite apart from a choice of playing 
levels and lime -controls, you can play on a variety of 
elegantly designed chess sets and be entertained by 
music of your choice while you play. 

I lost several games to it before learning that the 
only thing to do if you want to have a chance of 
winning is to select a straight two-dimensional, 
Staunton-pattem graphic, turn off tbe music and 
concentrate hard. 

The tower levels of play are especially well- 
designed for the beginner. Unlike many computer 
chess programs, this one has an in-built tendency to 
be aggressive rather than materialistic. So it will' 
sacrifice pieces just to expose the enemy king - which 
is just the sort of opponent you need in’ordcr to learn 
proper defensive technique' 

If you didn't get Chessmasier 5000 for Christmas, 
but you do have Windows 95 and a CD-Rom drive on 
your computer, then all is not yet lost, because you 
have a chance to win one in our competition. All you 
have tn do is work out bciw the position in the above 
diagram was reached. We can tell you that White has 
just made his 19th move. Can you reconstruct the 
moves that led here? (Legality is the sole criterion.) 

Three copies of Chcssmaster 5000 will be awarded 
to senders of the first correct answers we open after 
the closing date. Entries to: Chess Competition, at the 
address given at the bottom right 
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In each of the first three 
questions, a normal Two Club 
system is assumed and it is a 
Wgh standard rubber bridge 
gam e. In the first two you are 
given five possible solutions 
and asked to marie them out of 
10 . 

1) South holds at love all: 
♦AKQ6 
S79765432 
04 

*K 

West North East South 

ID pass 1H 
pass IS pass ? 


Your fifth spade (Y) is 
unspecified What is the lowest 
value for this card to enable 
you to open the bidding? 


4) As South, with East-West 
vulnerable, you hold: 

♦ KQ32 
<PJ9 7 
OQ4 

♦ 10973 

West North East South 

IS pass 

pass dble 2H pass 

2S dble all pass 


How do you rate bids of 
Three Spades, Four Spades, 
Two Clubs, Three Clubs ami 
Four Clubs? 


Having decided to pass your 
partner’s second take-out 
double for penalties, what do 
you lead? What about S2, DQ. 
CIO, C3 or something else? 


ACROSS 


DOWN 


I Hag (5) 

4 Wateiy part of milk (4) 

8 Mythical beast (7) 

9 Bird of prey (5) 

10 Record (4) 

II Outbreak of emotional- 
ism (8) 

12 Palmist, (7-6) 

15 Irritating (S) 

17 Precious stone (4) 

20 Zodiac sign (5) 

21 Washing (7) 

22 Apartment (4) 

23 Musical symbols (5) 


Plaintive cry (7) 
Implement (4) 
Fruit (8*5) 

Struggle (7) 

Swiss mountain (5) 
Animal fat (4) 
Mend (6) . 


1 Plain tr 

2 Implen 

3 Fruit (1 

4 Struggl 

5 Swiss n 

6 Anima 

7 Mend l 

12 PointJe 

13 Person 


2) With East-West vulnerable. 
South holds; 

♦none 
S?J 10 74 
OQJ108 
♦KQ642 

West North East South 
2D 4S ? 


5) 

West 
♦ KJ 9 
S?AJ4 
OQ 84 
♦A J 10 2 


East 
♦107 
S?K8 3 
OAK J 103 
*KQ6 


risen to 


& stone (4) position of power (7) 

sign (5) 14 Place of pilgrimage (7) 

g(7) 16 Revolting individual? 


16 Revolting individual: 

@ 

18 Child’s toy (2-2) 

19 Leave (4) 


(North's Two Diamonds is a 
Multi - either a Weak Two in a 
major or a strong three-suited 
hand.) How do you rate bids 
of Five Hearts, Six hearts. 
Seven Hearts. Five Spades and 
Four No-trumps? . 


As West, you open 1NT (15-17 
points) and are raised directly 
to 6NT North leads C9; how 
should you play?(Please limit 
your answer to question 5 to 
not more than 60 words!) 


Setattan to yesterday's Concise Cwsnrord: 


Trust, ft Anon, 7 Done. 8 c 
der, 17 Rough, IS Arid, 19 


ar, 12 Marathon, 13 Censures, 15 Rud- 


3) As South, dealer at love-all, 
you hold; 

♦A(Y) 864 

S?AJ853 

074 

♦2 


Send your answers to: Bridge 
Competition, at the address 
given below. Senders of the 
best sets of solutions will 
receive book prizes from 
Chess & Bridge Ltd. The 
winners will be announced, 
and the problems discussed 
next month. 


! SSSS3Sa«»aas 


TURN TO PAGE 25... for the weather, sky at night, Jasper Rees on TV, Robert Hanks on radio and Kerber’s new cartoon strip 
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S ome miles removed 
from the west Lon- 
don studios where 
they broadcast Rick 
Stein ’$■ Fruits of the 
Sea, a good four 
hours on the Water- 
loo-Bodmin line, lies the tiny Cor- 
nish vflJ age of Padstow. Like Mouse- 
hole, the village it most resembles, 
its harbour is a near-perfect ring, 
into which small fishing boats and 
battered trawlers come gracefully 
home, after the malevolent swell of 
the Atlantic. Like other Cornish fish- 
ing (and smuggling) communities, 
Padstow has a nice tine in tragic folk- 
lore, mainly centred on the “Doom 
Bar", the nasty-looking sandbank 
that lies like a recumbent bouncer 
across the mouth of the estuary, as 
if warning ships not to come near. 
Hundreds of boats have been 
beached, wrecked and capsized on 
the Doom Bar, most recently in 
1994, when two bass fishermen got 
too close and were tipped over' by 
the waves. The other thing you 
need to know is that Padstow’s 
name is a corruption of Tetroc’s 
Stowe" - St Petroc being a Welsh 
divine who founded a monasteiy in 
Padstow and thus made it the reli- 
gious capital of Cornwall in the 
trend-hungry years of the 6th 
century AD. 

Today, Padstow’s most famous 
inhabitant is a huge fan of St Petroc, 
havingggne to the extent of naming 
his fashionable hotel ’n’ bistro after 
the loveable saint who could number 
dragons among, his friends. But 
unlike the local feherman, he needn’t 
worry about running aground on 
anything worse than the sandbank of 
popular taste. Rick Stein is a chef and 
restaurateur who has capitalised on 
the idea of “keeping faith" with die 
local, the regional, the quaintly back- 
yard. Stressing his closeness to the 
fishing community and his empathy 
with the sea, its “moods", its “taste”, 
its “fruits”, he has become the most 
famous fish chef in the country, 
through the BBC series Rick Steins 
Taste of the Sea and the book that 
accompanied it. He is about to begin 
a second series of ichthycentric m us- 
ings in January, this time entitled Rick 
Stein Is Fruits of the Sea. 

He comes bustling into the 
Seafood Restaurant, his premier 
league eaterie, plonks himself down 
beside you in the conservatory and 
asks, “Are you happy with such a 
small wine glass?" When you point 
out it’s actually sherry in a, you 
know, sherry glass, he laughs 
delightedly. He is large, solid-look- 
ing guy with exiguous hair, a frank 
and open face, a startlingly blue 
shirt ’and wildly mobile eyebrows. 
The fingers of his right hand are off- 
puttingly stained with red dye, like 
the grooms in an am-dram Macbeth. 
Blood? Cochineal? “No, it's pecan 
nuts, actually. I’ve been nibbling 
them in the car ” 

Mr Stein has driven down from 
Birmingham, where he has been 
attending the BBC's autumnal Good 
Food Show. “It’s fascinating to watch 
them all, the starry chefs (he will not 
specify but it’s clear be is talking 
about Gary’ Rhodes and Anthony 
Worrall-Thompson] striking atti- 
tudes, I mean, they’re only chefs. It’s 


not like they’re film stars or pop stars. 
It’s that old cultural thing. Pm afraid. 
Being interested in food is just not 
the same as being interested in read- 
ing books...” 

Did his programme have an atti- 
tude, beyond displaying his enthu- 
siasm (and his restaurant)? “Yes. 
I'm keen to educate British taste 
about fish.” he says. 

“There’s more to-it than making 
cash out of writing the book and 
going on the telly. I reel embarrassed 
there’s so much fish around the 
British Isles and we’re just not mak- 
ing the best of it. It's a job of re-edu- 
cation for Tfesco’s as much as for 


the new TV series, which also fea- 
tures a hidden camera across the 
road from Stein’s Seafood Restau- 
rant, recording the reactions of 
passers-by. “Fish, fish, fish, fish, fish, 
fish, oysters, fish,” says one chap dis- 
missrvely to his dale, as they scruti- 
nise the menu. “It’s all fish here.” 
Watching Stein on television, you’re 
struck by what a natural performer 
he is to lie camera. His knobbly fea- 
tures and burly frame are always 
moving, always dancing away like a 
boxer in front of a scalding wok or 
fish kettle, tossing a massive two- 
hundredweight Le Creuset frypan 
frill of Vale naan paella. How differ- 


Waste Land: "Under the brown fog 
of a winter dawn/ A crowd flowed 
over London Bridge...” 

Stein grew up in a village called 
Churchill near Chipping Norton in 
Oxfordshire. His father was a direc- 
tor of the Distillers company and co- 
owned a lobster boat “Both my par- 
ents were keen cooks," he 
remembers, “but my father was par- 
ticularly good at soups and shellfish. 
We had a house in Padstow since I 
was bom, and we used to have hol- 
idays here all the time.” At Oxford, 
in between Beowulf and editing the 
student magazine CherweU, be ran 
mobile discos for common room par- 


then eating opposite the maelstrom 
at the moment he was describing it, 
I couldn't disagree. It was gorgeous. 
Never again, you tell yourself, wfll I 
watch haddock disintegrating in ray 
frying pan in three inches of boiling 
Sauvjgbon... 

Stein’s second innovation is to 
bring exotic and unusual flavours, 
spices and sauces to traditional fish 
cooking. A nation that has histori- 
cally thought the only allowable 
complements to fish are salt, vine- 
gar, hollandaise or tomato kerchup 
has been woken up by people like 
Stein, whose influential first book. 
English Seafood Cookery (Penguin, 



John Walsh meets... Rick Stein 

It’s all to do with the public's increased 
enthusiasm for food. I feel part of a sociological 
change in this country’ 


restaurateurs - 1 can come up with 
a new recipe for some obscure fish, 
and they'll remind me that the three 
most popular fish in the British Isles 
are still cod, haddock and plaice... 7 ’ 

Stein is not a native Padstovian, 
but he is something of a local trea- 
sure, in a small village with no indus- 
try. manufacture or conspicuous 
local endeavour beyond fishing and 
souvenir shops. Not everyone, of 
course, finds him wholeheartedly 
adorable. Listen to the chat of locals 
and you’ll hear stories of his short 
temper, the high turnover of kitchen 
staff at his restaurant, the hordes of 
imbecile London foodies be attracts 
to the town, the prices in his deli- 
catessen... One way that local feel- 
ing manifests itself is in the rumour 
I beard on three occasions, that 
Stein is on the point of opening a fish 
’n’chip shop in the town. Whether 
this is local snobbery (my dear, are 
we going to turn into Hastings?) or 
a local plea for a restaurant the 
poorer classes can afford, it’s hard to 
say. “I keep picking up this rumour” 
Stein says, “but it’s just not true. I’ve 
got a bistro up at St Petroc' s (that is, 
his hotel) but that's about it” 

Between restaurant, bistro and 
dell he employs about 80 people. 
Although he admits, “I've certainly 
lost staff through going off the deep 
end and ranting at them; but it does 
rather wind me up when someone 
does something wrong sax times in 

succession and tiien does it again. . . , 
he is more a fond paternalist than a 
tyrant- Every summer, for instance, 
he invites all his employees and 
their families to a massive beach bar- 
becue. “We pul a gas burner on the 
beach and have this massive cookout 
for 200 people. This summer we did 
lobster, crab, prawns, monkfish, all 
of it in Thai red cuny paste. Had a 
bit of a problem with gatecrashers, 
of course, because you can’t really 
fence off a beach and say, Took, eff 
off this isn't your party' .” A nearby 
nub decided to stay open as long as 
the revellers wanted By all accounts, 
quite a shindig. 

The clambake appears on film m 


ent, you think, from the bibulous 
posturing of Keith Floyd Stein as the 
coal-face worker rather than the 
Cate Royal dandy. 

His most relaxed presentational 
mode is, as it were, face to face 
across a table, as if he'd just finished 
an irritatingly rushed luncheon and 
was simply shooting the breeze with 
the viewer before disappearing into 
the kitchen. 

There’s something slightly forced 
about these moments (complete 
with charming fluffs and digres- 
sions), but you inevitably warm to 
him. The TV show, with its moody 
shots of Cornish diffs. and its indul- 
gent tour-documentary of Padstow' s 
local customs, is a calculated display 
of regional integrity and community 
fun, as fictional in its way as The Dar- 
ling Buds of May. 

Something else you get, rather 
unexpectedly, is poetry. Footage of 
soaring gulls is accompanied by 
B lakes' Auguries of Innocence (“Tb 
see a World in a pain of sand..."). 
Chatting about the timelessness of 
eating rituals, he misquotes Hardy’s 
“In the Time of the Breaking of 
Nations” (“Yet this will go onward 
the same/ Though Dynasties pass"). 
Allusions to Shakespearean songs 
(“But as you grow to man’s 
estate. spring naturally to his lips. 
“Well 1 am an English graduate,” 
Stein reminds you (be studied Eng 
Lit at New College, Oxford, under 
Christopher 'folkien, the Old English 
specialist and son of the hobbit 
fancier), “and it' s nice to drop some 
poetry into the series when there’s an 
opportunity. Once we were frying to 
link a cooking shot with a lovely shot 
of the estuary at dawn. Between all 
the Thai green cuny and the stir- 
fried scallops, we were a bit stumped. 
I thought maybe abit of Shakespeare 
about the sun rising over the sea. But 
then I thought, what we need is con- 
trast, something about where the 
ideas for recipes come from. If 
you’re living in a grey city, for 
instance...” And that is why the 
dawn-estuary shot is accompanied by 
someone intoning TS Eliot's The 


ties. Later, be worked as a “greaser" 
in the engine room of a ship, and 
spent some time roustabouting in 
Australia. His big break came when 
his Unde Otto in Dusseldorf left him 
a cool £10.000 and, in partnership 
with a meat buyer at Smithfield, he 
set up a discotheque on the Padstow 
harbour front 

“Unfortunately it was impossible 
to keep order. There used to be ter- 
rible fights. All the fishermen would 
come in at 5-30 and get terribly 
pissed. And, since there was nowhere 
else in Padstow with a late licence, 
they'd stay there. We had some 
spectacular barneys.” So Stein and 
his partner re-thought the place as 
a restaurant, which it remains to this 
day. “In those days," he recalls, 
"people's expectations of eating out 
were very low. Wfe kept it simple, 
mainly because I hadn't learnt to 
cook anything fancy. We’d do prawn 
cocktail, prawns with avocado...” 
But gradually things started shifting 
up several gears. 

“It’s all to do with the public’s 
increased enthusiasm for food. I 
feel part of a sociological change in 
this country, although I don’t nec- 
essarily ascribe the change to 
myself...” To a remarkable degree, 
Stein relies on the enthusiasm of his 
diners and friends, who suggest 
dishes and criticise his more out- 
landish creations. “What I like." he 
says, “is people coming in and 
encouraging us to be better.” 

The main innovations for which he 
is responsible are twofold. First, he 
doesn't like recipes where the fish 
disintegrates in the stew. “We went 
to Marseilles during the filming and 
had a bouillabaisse. I got a little 
pissed off because they turn it into 
such a performance, such a com- 
mitment. You have to sit down and 
endure this ritual, when the only 
point of the disb is to use up any fish 
that weren’t sold in the market by the 
end of day. I don’t tike all that fierce 
boiling. We do it separately, make a 
nice couillon with lots of flavourings 
like a salt cod. and add it to the fish 
at the end— " Since it was what Iwas 


1989), won the Glcnfiddich Rood 
Book of the year. Show him some 
smoked haddock and he’ll instantly 
surround it with curried potatoes 
and poached eggs. Give him a hand- 
ful of prawns and he’ll assault them 
with chilli marinade and landoori 
spices. He is a perfect fiend for kaf- 
fir time leaves. He hosabit of a thing 
about coriander, turmeric and the 
Thai fish sauce called mam pla. 
Should he wish to impress a friend, 
hell serve a sea bass with a vinai- 
grette flavoured with dry vermouth 
and vanilla... 

“The most inventive places for 
fish cooking at the moment are 
Australia and California." he says 
firmly. "They have a refreshingly 
guiltless attitude to borrowing ideas 
from all over the place. The French, 
on the other hand, are veiy proud 
of their traditional fish cuisine and 
very suspicious of people who throw 
garlic and chilli and coriander about 
They think people like me arc mag- 
pie-fog." Given his interest in bor- 
rowing from other cultures, it 
seemed odd that he didn’t tty more 
home-grown delights - like star-gazy 
pie, that historic staple of south coast 
cuisine. “It doesn’t really work, siar- 
gazy pie. You can't have an oily fish 
- pilchards - in a creamy pic. It just 
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doesn’t work for me. I don’t find it 
veiy imaginative.” So there. 

He is typically self-deprecating 
about being a celebrity. “Yeah, it’s all 
right But I'm only a minor celebrity. 
It means that while the series and 
the repeats arc on, people want to 
come up and shake your hand. It 
took some getting used to. During 
the last series. I was walking down 
Shepherd's Bush, carrying the 
Evening Standard, and this bloke 
came up and started saying some- 
thing about television. I thought he 
wanted to know what time some- 
thing was on, so I opened the paper 
at the listings. Then I realised he was 
just saying. ‘Saw you on the telly'.. ." 

When not cooking, or travelling, 
or filming, he surfs and swims with 
his ubiquitous Jack Russell Chalky, 
and does exhibition events in front 
of business executives or aspirant 
foodies, with his trusty two-burner 
stove. Like Delia Smith (but without 
the prima donna side), he likes 
doing stage demonstrations, about 
which he tells funny stories of things 
going wrong - such as turning tire 
cooker off again and again because 
he couldn’t see if the gas was on or 
not. “But I’ve spoken to my brother, 
who's an eminent neuropsycholtv 
gtsL and he assures me the mind 
goes blank in the same way when 
you’re preparing for a medical 
demonstration..." 

WhaL, I wondered, did he (or his 
brother) make of the death of Ter- 
ence Donovan? The Sixties photog- 
rapher had apparently kilted himself 
because he'd come to sec the art to 
which he'd given his life as repeti- 
tious series of attempts to do things 
which a hundred young pretenders 
could now do just as well. Did Rick 
Stein ever get fed up cooking fish for 
people? “Mmm - well. Terence 
Donovan was an artist. There was 
nothing else than his art. What I've 
got is a kitchen full of chefs of dif- 
ferent ability, raw materials of dif- 
ferent quality, customers of different 
grades of niceness, staff with differ- 
ent shortcomings, from having ner- 
vous breakdowns to nicking things 
out of the till plus all the TV and 
sniff Cooking, and running a restau- 
rant, it's not about art. It’s more like 
having lots of children, and knowing 
you can’t ever stop worrying about 
any of them...” 

'Fruits of the Sea 'bepnsSJan, BBC2; 
the book of the series is published by 
BBC Books 9 Jan, £17.99 


David Lister 

arts notebook 


One ol the undoubted 
highlights of next war will 
he the official opening of 
Shakespeare’s Globe. There 
are problems still to he 
overcome, mu least the 
carefully unpublieised one 
about the noise from the 
redevelopment nf the 
neighbouring Bankskte 
power station into the Tale’s 
national museum of modem 
art. There’s also the 
semantic difficulty that the 
Globe certainly gave the 
appearance oi opening this 
year, hut that was 
apparently merely a 
prologue season on a 
temporary stage. Next 
summer sees the real, fully 
thatched McCoy, when 
Mark Rylance, the Globe's 
artistic director, opens in 
(and as) Henry 1 

When I met Rylance 1 
wondered if there might nut 
he a problem with the rib- 
aldry iind heckling from the 
courtyard spectators that 
was such a joy in the 
prologue season for the 
comedy 7 hi» Gentlemen of 
lerona hut may sit less com- 
fortably with a' tragedy or 
even n history play. Rylance 
told me he loved it when 
audiences became so 
involved with Two Gentle- 
men of Vtronti as to shout 
“Don't Do It Julia" when 
the heroine was considering 
taking back her errant lover. 

But could he realty stom- 
ach “Don’t do it Hariy" 
from the audience just as he 
was about to spill blood at 
Agincourt? Rylance was 
impressively unfazed. "It’s 
not necessarily helpful," he 
acknowledged, “but you 
learn to cope. Once in 
Wolverhampton in the final 
act of Hamlet a kid shouted 
‘Look out Hamlet’. It put 
Laertes off his guard and I 
scored a hit." 

Any hopes of showing 
solidarity with frevor Nunn 
and keeping the word luwie 
out of this column have 
been dashed by Glenn 
Close's diary of the making 
of 101 Dalmatians in the 
film magazine Premiere. 
Reading it, one is seized by 
an urge to scream it. 

The actress, it seems, is 
eager to banish the demon 
of Cruelia De VU from her 
souL Her last diary entry is 
particularly poignant. “I 
realise how ready I am to 
let Cruelia go," she writes. 
“Cruelia is evil and outra- 
geous; nothing to do with 
sensitivity or heart. Like a 
shark, she sees something 
move and she strikes. I'm 
glad I did it, but fun as it 
was, I will not mourn her 


It must have been trau- 
matic indeed playing a dog- 
napping cartoon character. 
Heaven help Glenn Close's 
sensitivity U" she tackles 
Lady Macbeth. 

One of the minor seasonal 
diversions is to await the 
Christmas card from the 
Department of National 
Heritage and then relate 
the picture on the front to 
recent news events in the 
arts. Most secretaries of 
state will insist on the most 
anodyne artwork possible or 
something deeply abstract 
rather than anything that 
can be related to cuts, 
broken promises or shady 
dealings. But still basking in 
her achievement in keeping 
the Treasury to a standstill 
gram for tire arts rather 
than the threatened 3 per 
cent cut. Virginia Bottomicy 
is serene. Her card arrives 
portraying Edward Burne- 
Jones's The Angel. Now 
that’s what 1 call confidence. 
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Not £200. 
Not £100. 

To you, love, 
75p. Philip 
Sweeney 
finds gems in 
a car boot 


I t was retro cuisine, the alleged 
vogue for Sixties dishe-s. such as 
Black Forest gateau and chicken 
Kiev - as reported by the new tits 
V brioche monthly Eat Soup - that 
finally convinced me. There is now 
no field of human consumption in 
which the naff and cast-off are not 
in the vanguard of desirability; the 
car boot sale is henceforth unop- 
posed as the chic-est, best-value, 
ineluctably most sensible retail 
institution of the beginning of the 
third millennium. And still, unlike 
most so-called flea markets, cheap. 

“Personally, 1 think no- fashion is 
the most sophisticated look of all" 
observed Christian Lacroix in a 
recent interview, putting his finger 
flatteringly on one's very own 
“look”, before going on to reveal 
that the d6cor of his house in the 
rue des Beaux Arts had been 
acquired at flea markets in Paris, 
Camden and Bermondsey at a cost 
of not more than £200 to £300 an 
item! (My exclamation mark.) 
Good God, Chris, I thought, they 
must have seen you coming, minc- 
ing round Bermondsey in impec- 
cably dashing jacket and tie, bran- 
dishing your platinum CnMit 
Lyonnais charge card. For £200 at 
a car boot sale, you could buy an 
entire life, with any two of the 
traders who took your fancy thrown 
in for the extra pony. 

The ascendancy of the car boot 
sale aesthetic first became appar- 
ent in the field of music, as the Ea^ 
Listening phenomenon took hold 
last year. Where else do you get 
those witty Les Baxter and Herb 
AJpert LPs. and the Tretyakoff 
prints and Babycham glasses to go 
with them? Within weeks of taking 
up Easy Listening. I had acquired, 
for 75 p, a 1 2-album Reader's Digest 
set. boxed in slate-blue Nagahide 
with gold tooling and certified 
excellent by David Jacobs, entitled 
Mood Music [or Listening and 
Relaxation, covering, album by 
album, all the key sub-genres: 
Moonlight Piano. Hits from Broad- 
way. Vienna Bonbons, Candlelight 
and Wine ... From then on. the 
classics dropped into my grasp like 
ripe Black Fbrest gateaux - items 
such as Hammond A Gogo, lids / 
and fl, “famous evergreens and lat- 
est hits presented in true A-gogo 
style by James Last and his Ham- 
mond- Bar-Comber. on the cover 
of which the hyphenated maestro 
leers teutunically from behind a 
large candlestick at a permed 
modcL as she sips a-gogo style from 
an antique silver Bavarian mulled 
wine cup. Soon I became frankly 
elitist - for so-called Easy Listen- 
ing. some of this stuff is practically 
bloody Shostakovich - and began 



Saturday afternoon sale - where the naff and the cast-off are in the vanguard of desirability 
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had that Thinker in the 
back of my cab once 


ro reject anything but the truly 
moronic: Settle Down with Roger 
Whittaker, Funky Junction Play a 
Tribute to Deep Purple and the 
magisterially facile Let Phil Tate 
Play for Your Dance Party. 

Then it became apparent that 
not just Easy Listening, but all 
aspects of musical life were to be 
found at the car boot sal sdisquaire. 

I set myself a simple task: for the 
price of one new CD - £14.99, say 
- to buy an entirely representative 
modern music collection and the 
means to play it- The work of two 
hours, it turned out. First, an 
immaculate 1968 Dansette Viva in 
cream and maroon (long MoT 
almost new stylus) for a fiver. Then 
the library: early opera (a 1958 ver- 
sion of Mute Hone bin featuring 
Rita Williams, the Rita Williams 
singers and the Tony Osborne 
Orchestra), the Bristol Sound 
(7I»ic to Play by Russ Conway), 
jungle (.4 Swingin’ Safari by Bert 
Kaemphert). drum 'n' bass (ditto 
with the Dansette's treble and bass 
dials both up to full whack), world 
music ( l izcudbncs on Renidorm by 
Anon), queercore (Gai Gai les 
Bretons by the Robert Trabucco 


Musette Ensemble), Celtic New 
Age { Gai Gai les Bretons with the 
Dansette at 16 rpm). 

With £1.50 still left, I indulged 
myself in two outstanding speci- 
mens of organ arcana: Em Baga ’s 
Hammond Holiday by Reginald 
Dixon’s replacement at the Tower 
Ballroom, Blackpool a lady adept 
at Swing, Latin, ballads and/or 
legitimate techniques: and The 
CordtAOx Magic of Valentino, a sort 
of bargain-basement Irish Libera ce 
with a purple ruffled shirt, 27.000 
fans (Irish, presumably), baby seal 
and a £2,000 stereophonic Cor- 
dovas capable of reproducing any 
sound from a Hawaiian guitar to a 
jet plane. 

So successful was my record 
experiment. 1 began to apply the 
same principle to other areas, with 
equally spectacular results. In 
absolutely any field of human 
endeavour, you can replicate 
dernier cri fashion, in the space of 
half a morning and for a fraction 
of the cost- Clothing is easy, as 90 
per cent of today's fashion head- 
lines deal in reworkmgs of early 
Seventies this or late Fifties that or 
mid-period Biba the other. I settled 


more or less at random on die Eng- 
lish Eccentrics photospread un- 
veiled in the Independent on Stai\ 
day last March and rapidly put 
together a version of the Rifat 
Ozbek yellow minidress, thigh 
boots and gloves -couture that cost 
a couple of grand, presumably - 
from the crowded racks of Ego, 
Dorothy, Tammy Girt or Yessica 
labels at an “Any Three Items for 
£1" stall. The matching yellow wig 
took a little longer, and cost a cool 
two quid, but I found it eventually, 
labelled “Fun Wig: Adult Carnival 
Accessory. Made in China”, on a 
novelty stall, along with Taiwanese 
pantyhose, joke condoms and 
sticky trolls. Vivienne Westwood’s 
English Eccentrics coat was a cinch, 
too, and, as for the Katharine 
Hamnett Sixties leather jacket, 
sequined bikini and tartan tights 
outfit the whole thinking was so 
uncannily in tune with the contents 
of the novelty stall I could have 
sworn the stallholder actually was 
Katharine Hamnett, kitted out 
with fake beer gut raddled make- 
up and T-reg Sierra, for some sort 
of stylish weekend prank. Furniture 
and interiors are almost as easy as 


clothes. Sevendes-style shag-pile 
rugs and G-Ptan furniture- are in, 
says issue number one of Wallpa- 
per magazine. Nothing more to 
add, really, except perhaps to draw 
attention to the investmentpoten- 
tial of china carthorses in little plas- 
tic harnesses pulling barrels of 
sherry or sets of fetching satin- 
effect metal coasters. And to note 
the wide scope for individual cre- 
ativity. “There's something fantas- 
tically sinister about toys," remarks 
the video director. Zarina, as she 
shows the contents of her con- 
verted schoolhouse studio -all dis- 
tressed walls, lurid fabrics and 
groups of disfigured dolls -to this 
month’s EUe Decoration. Ab- 
solutely right, especially when 
deployed in juxtaposition with 
other curious objects like the wacky 
and collectable Ingram's Ferfex 
baketite enema set I spotted for 
£1250 recently, or an enigmatic 
and disturbing row of charred 
Yorkshire pudding tins. 

Talking of which, what, finally, 
about car boot cuisine? For retro 
recipes, no problem. Try the fol- 
lowing from the Farepak Book of 
Parties and Entertaining . authored 


by one Myra Street in 1968: bacon 
and egg pie - a virile, native and 
happening quiche lorraine from die 
Television suppers chapter (ingre- 
dients: bacon, eggs; pastry, Worces- 
tershire sauce) . Or this original and 
elegant main course accompani- 
ment from the Christmas Dinners 
section: fruit rings (ingredients; 
one can pineapple rings, one can 
peach halves, one can cherries; 
method: place cherries in pine- 
apple rings on peach halves and 
teat). The ingredients can be found 
at knock-down prices and from dif- 
ferent provenances, along with 
Finnish Panda brand Jammy 
Dodgers, Arabic label export 
Midget Gems and bags of things 
called Foam Mis-shapes. 

On reflection, however, the dish 
most perfectly representative of car 
boot sale chic seems to me to be the 
pickled egg, so often to be found 
in dose proximity to lead-effect 
garden gnomes and bulldogs 
announcing “Piss Off” or “Make 
My Day”, With a big jar of pickled 
eggs on board, you can reverse con- 
fidently into the future, conjuring 
a merry dialectic as you go between 
fashion, no-fashion and junk. 


The girlie who couldn’t shock ’n’ roll 

Claire Gorham tells Janie Lawrence how she is much too serious for ‘The Girlie Show' 


C laire Gorham concedes that 
she was probably never quite 
cut out to k a Girlie. She 
loathes night-clubs - way too noisy 
- and her ideal evening is a dinner 
party with friends with a spot of Neil 
Young. 

What son of shucking pastime is 
this for a Girlie Show presen- 
tercite? After all wasn't shocking 
the mission of the three young 
women on Ute Channel 4 late-night 
show? They were meant to instruct 
the rest of us in the ways Of outre, 
eve-poppingly bad behaviour. Small 
wonder that while the other two 
original presenters have been kepi 
on. 5tVy«ar-oM Claire's place in the 
second series which starts on 4 
January has. been usurped by 
younger, leaner Girlie with the 
obligatory pierced belly button and 
an alleged love of sex in the ruin. 

"I'm not j whoopee, whey -hey 
sort nr person," says Claire in a tone 
verging on the apologetic. “I*m 
actually quite serious." Scarcely the 
most helpful attribute for a show 
that h;is been touted as jvrconily- 
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uig in yer face girl power but is best 
summed up as the bastard child of 
Loaded and Blue Peter. For those of 
us antiquated enough to recall the 
word “feminism", watching Claire 
waxing a man's bottom, interview- 
ing a shoplifter and proffer helpful 
hints with dildos was a cringing 
embarrassment. 

Surprisingly Gaire is still keen to 
defend the programme and some of 
its - let's be charitable - adolescent 
antics. “A lot of people really liked 
it. tt got high viewing figures. U 
never set out to be Panorama or The 
Laic Show. It's just about girls hav- 
ing fun. It was Friday late night TV 
- what were people expecting? If it 
had been Jonathan Ross, Roland 
Korun and Mark Lamarr, nobody 
would hare given a loss.” 


Such a robust defence must be 
inspired, at least in part, by Claire's 
overriding fear that any criticism 
now will have people rushing to 
label her "a bitter old trout". For 
the record, she is noL She has 
remained good friends with her for- 
mer colleagues and Is genuinely 
grateful that the show furnished her 
with that all important break into 
telly. Diplomacy aside, it's patently 
obvious that it was not to her taste. 

“I didn't think it would be such a 
light entertainment programme," 
she otters tentatively. “1 thought it 
would be a little mure informative." 

The writing was on the wall for 
Claire even as they were filming the 
first series. “About three raoruhs in, 
I knew i wasn't right for the show 
and it wasn't right for me. J put it 


to the producers. They said it was 
obvious I wasn't enjoying the work 
and that it came across on camera. 
Of course, nobody likes to be told 
they weren't right for something but 
it was a mutual sigh of relief. 
Friends who knew me well said that 
I looked embarrassed. 1 wasn't, but 
l did feel uncomfortable.” 

It has since been reported that 
there were nights after the show 
when Gaire went home crying feel- 
ing that she had “sold her soul”. 
This she new denies and declares 
only once during her tenure was she 
reduced to tears and this by a pub- 
licity interview for a prying glossy 
magazine. “Before 1 knew it, 1 was 
being asked all these intimate ques- 
tions about my sex life - tyhat did 
I keep in my panly drawer' and ‘did 


I swallow'. Not only did I answer, I 
answered truthfully, then I did go 
home and cry at my own stupidity. 

“On the show I just put myself 
into abil of a bubble. I sat back, did 
h, and enjoyed it to the best of my 
ability. I've always been a bit rude 
and Fm naturally inquisitive, so I 
will ask my friends about their sex 


hopeful of her own slot on local) 
radio. Meantime, she is fronting a 
Trowing programme (C4, 15 Jan- 
uary) for which she travelled to 
Switzerland. Offered either there or} 
Portugal she chose the former as it 
happens to be tbunationality of herj 
biological mother. Adopted andi 
brought up by her parents in Wim- 
bledon, she is one of nine children.! 

“It was interesting to visit a! 
country that's so alien to the person 
you are. People would actually 
laugh at my clothes, because in 
Switzerland it’s all Gucci shoes and 
Hermis scarves. It was the irony 
that somebody like me came from 
somewhere like there.’ 

She has never met her Nigerian! 
father, but she has searched out her 
birth mother. “Mum and Dad knew 
it was something 1 had ro do. You 
don’t like to acknowledge that 
something’s out there that makes 
you incomplete, especially if you) 
come from a family that is so lov- 


lives. But sometimes I'd go home ing. But it was a tat of an anti-j 
and think T’ve done that on TV*." climax, I a 


Since The Girlie Show the offers 
have not exactly flooded in, but she 
is reluctant to blame teat on tee 
show. “I think it’s because there are 
so few black people out there. But 
I also speak with a posh accent, so 
I'm not quite rootsie enough to be 
on a black programme.” . . 

She has returned to her previous 
free-lance journalism work and is 


wanted to see someone 
who looks like me, and- my birth) 
mother doesn't.” 

It is to 'Gaire Gorham’s credit 1 
that she was ultimately considered 
an unsuitable spokeswoman for 
TV’s brand of girl power: And it is 
an indictment of what this power 
is meant to be. But then it is manu 
factored by middle-aged male TV 
executives, - 
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Preface ' 

to 1997 

Boyd Tonkin looks 
ahead to the new 
year's lead reads 

A lan Coren once called a 

volume of his collected pieces 
Golfing for Cats. He reckoned 
.that, since both key words famously 
appealed to bookshop buyers, 
combining them would double his 
Sales poteatiaL On that principle, a 
book that weds New Age mysticism 
to a sporting superstar ought to walk 
off tee shelves. Davis Miller’s The 
Too of Muhammad Ali (Vintage, 
March) certainly wins the prize for 
Smartest Title of Early 1997. It joins f 
a posse of forthcoming biographies • 
that promise to reassess our heroes 
and viUains. Opinions will differ on 
which is which, with, eg, Michael 
' Heseltim (by Michael Crick; Hamish 
Hamilton, February); Che Guevara 
(by John Lee Anderson; Bantam, 
April); or even Saint Paul (by AN 
Wilson; Sindair-Stevenson, March). 
Fresh looks at genuine romantic 
heroes include Phyllis Gross kurth’s 
life of Byron (Hodder, Feb) and two 

new perspectives on JMW Turner, by 

Anthony Bailey (Sindair-Stevenson. 
May) and James Hamilron (Hodder. 
June). 

It also looks like a strong spring 
for creative mavericks. Charles 
Nicholl follows Rimbaud into Africa 
-(Cape, May); David Hadju goes in 
search of Billy Stray horn, the genius 
behind Duke Ellington (Granta, 
March) while Tbm HIney revisits 
Raymond Chandler’s mean streets 
(Chatto, June) and Victor Bockris 
catches up with post-punk priestess 
Patti Smith (Fourth Estate, June). , 
Elsewhere, the British retreat 
from Hong Kong and the 50th 
anniversary of Indian freedom 
prompt a battalion of post-imperial 
reappraisals. Hong Kong lends a 
setting to Paul Theroux’s new novel 
( Kowloon Tong-, Hamish Hamilton. 
May), while Hra Heald reports on its 
dying colonial days {Beating Retreat; 
Sindair-Stevenson. May). Indian 
excursions include new lives of 
Gandhi by Yogesh Chadha (Century, 
March) and Nehru by Nigel 
Hamilton (Century, April). Sunil 
Khflnani analyses The Idea of India 
(Hamish Hamilton, June) and 
Patrick French traces the road to 
partition {Liberty or Death: 
HarperCollins, June). For more 
flippant sidelights on empire, join 
Harry Ritchie’s tour around The Last 
Pink Bits (Hodder, May); or, for a 
bold account of why imperial powers 
succeed at all Jared Diamond's 
Guns. Germs and Steel (Cape, April). 

Back home, election year sees 
some original takes on a fast- 
changing society. Stephen Pollard 
and Andrew Adonis explore Britain's 
social divisions in A Class Act 
(Hamish Hamilton, June), while 
Vernon Bogdan or investigates Bower 
and the People (Gollancz, April). 
Blake Morrison considers our family 
troubles in As If (Granta, March); 
and Michael Bracewell evokes “pop 
life in Albion" ( England is Mine; 
HarperCollins, March). Blairite guru 
Geoff Mulgan offers his big picture 
in Conrundty (Chatto, Feb) as 
Charles Handy reconciles work with 
life in The Hungry Spirit 
(Hutchinson, May). Standing out 
among many titles that look into 
cyberspace are Sadie Plant's Zeroes 
and Ones (Fourth Estate, March) 
and John Seabrook’s Deeper (Faber. 
March). The hi-tech global market 
takes a hammering from John Gray 
{False Dawn : the Delusions of Global 
Capitalism; Granta, June) and 
former bishop David Jenkins (Can 
we Think Again?; Sindair-Stevenson, 
May). Still on the radical side, new- 
wave feminism can boast Joan 
Smith’s Different for Girls (Chatto. 
June) and Margaret Anne Doody’s 
epic of revisionist LTtCrit, The True 
Story of the Novel (HarperCollins, 
Jan). 

Among the spring crop of fiction, 
expect great things from Jonathan 
Coe’s The House of Sleep (Viking, 
May) and Edmund While’s The 
Farewell Symphony (Chatto. May). 
Controversy will reliably break out 
around Jeanette WInrerson’s Gut 
Symmetries (Granta, Jan); Martin 
Amis’s stories in Straight fiction 
(Flamingo, May) and Will Selfs 
Great Apes (Bloomsbury, April). 
Among novelists from beyond these 
shores, Saul Bellow returns with The 
Actual (Viking, June), Pasolini’s 
rediscovered Petrolic will fuel debate 
(Seeker, May); and Arundhati Roy 
looks set to become India's Next Bie 
Thing with The God of Small Thin® 
(Flamingo, June). Finally, you maf 
recall that Gilbert Adair revealed ' 
here teat he had given up on novels 
in despair. Well, I'm pleased to 
announce that - in a fit of absent- 
mindedness - he appears to have 
written one: The Key to die Tower 
(Heinemann, June). And jolly good 
it sounds as well *Do I contradict 
myself?” ns Wilt Whitman wrote, 
“Veiy well then I contradict myself”. 
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Strong drink and steel teeth 

Having trouble with the folks over the holiday? You should meet Harry Pearson’s family 



ren, at the onset of winter she would smear their 
chests with goose grease and sew them into their 
vests. She cut them loose when the hawthorn blos- 
somed. I can imagine the smell that must have 
erupted as the stitches were unpicked, although I 
try very hard not to. 

Uncle George was my granddad’s younger 
brother. When his teeth fell out he made his own 
dentures from steel plate. Once when he was walk- 
ing along the beach at Saltbum a wind had blown 
up and George got sand in hismouth. Walking up 

The evening will 
climax when my 
grandmother, 
fortified by cold 
tea wine, does her 
party piece, 
tucking her skirt 
into her knickers 
and turning 
somersaults 
while singing 
‘Swanee River' 

the high street he saw a horse trough, so he took 
his dentures out and gave them a rinse in it to get 
rid of the grit While swilling them about the steel 
teeth slipped from his fingers and sank 
George rolled his sleeves up and stuck his hands 
in the water to retrieve them. At which point the 
parish priest walked by. Seeing Uncle George on 
his knees and up to his elbows in the horse trough, 
he stopped. “Are you all right, George?" he 


I t was Boxing Day and Unde Alfwas talking. 
Alf bad a guttural Teesside accent. His voice 
was so deep it sounded as if it was playing at 
the wrong speed. Barry White was a castrato 
by comparison. Unde Alf spoke very loudly, as if 
trying to make himself heard above the noise of 
heavy machinery. When he started talking the win- 
dows rattled and the tea tray shuddered. Often by 
the lime he' d finished an anecdote the milk in the 
jug had turned to butter. Unde Alfwas frequently 
attacked in pubs and social dubs. The motivation 
. behind the assaults baffled him. It was less of a mys- 
tery to the rest of us. 

We.were in the front room of my great -granny's 
house in Mars ke. The front room was bakinglyhot. 
My great-granny came from a generation to 
whom heat equalled luxury. A coal fire crackled 
in the grate, an electric radiator hummed. The 
house was more thoroughly sealed than a 
pharaoh’s tomb. An ambient temperature suffi- 
cient to wilt a cactus was considered a bit parky 
by my great-grandmother. 

There are 15 of us in this liny room. Older 
women sit in armchairs, younger women on din- 
ing chairs, small children on the arms of the chaiis 
and the laps of aunties, men line the walls. 1 am 
12 or 12 and stand between my father's feet, his 
hands on my shoulders. My father has positioned 
himself by the front door with its promise of fresh 
air and escape. 

From his niche between a bookcase and a cab- 
inet filled with holiday souvenirs. Uncle Alf says, 
"Now here’s a thing," and members of the famil y 
who wear glasses remove them, knowing from bit- 
ter experience that vibrating spectacles can chafe- 
up nasty blisters in the nose and ears. 

“I was in the top house the other day," Alf con- 
tinues, "minding my own business, like. And I’ve 
just finished saying to our lass that these bloody 
strikers at British Steel want to get themselves back 
to work instead of lounging round sinking ale all 
day like a pack of lazy swines, when suddenly a 
stool comes fiving across the bar and hits us on the 
shoulder." He pulls a grim face, ‘'Luckily it had 
clipped the back of our lass’s head on the way 
through and that had taken the sting out of h, 
otherwise ! t might have done me real damage. Aye, 
totally out of the blue. Can you believe that?" And 
we all shake our heads, not in agreement, as he 
thinks, but in amazement at Alf s startling lack of 
self-awareness. 

Uncle Alf shrugs at the strangeness of 
humankind and yells, “All I can say is. it's come 
to a pretty pass, when a bloke can’t go out for a 
quiet drink without some hooligan hurling furn- 
iture at him.” 

“And is your lass all right?" someone ventures. 
Alf fixes the questioner with a look that suggests 
this kind of enquiry is the stupidest thing he has 
ever heard in his life, "Of course she is,” he bel- 
lows. "Our lass? She's tough as teak.” 

And deaf as a post. 

My grear-grandmoiber sits in a wing-backed 
chair, nodding. She is a tiny woman, white-haired 
and much . admired. She is dignified and softly 
spoken. Unless the church bells ring. At the first 
peel she leaps to her feet, shaking her fist and 
shouting, "Damn them bloody Wesleyans!" 

The bells are actually the responsibility of the 
Church of England across the street; chapel-goers 
don’t ring bells, but nobody likes to contradict my 
great-grandmother on this point She was bom a 
Roman Catholic and gave up her religion to marry 
a Methodist ironstone miner. He had fathered five 
children and then suddenly, and with that lack, of 
consideration for his wife for which Northern men 
are infamous, he died. In later years, the loss of 
her religion had made my great-granny bitter. Fm 
not sure if she thought she was destined for hell, 
but the warmth of her house suggested she was 
preparing for it 

.After her husband died great-granny worked as a 
cook and a caretaker and took in washing. She. and 
her children were always smart her house was irnanaG- 
uiate. “There are two types of working class," ray 
great-grandmother would opine, “respectable work- 
ing class and rough working class. Wfe are resectable 
working class." She didn't say who was rough work- 
ing class. Because her son-in-law, my gra n d fa t h er, ^ was 
in the room and she wanted to spare his feelings. 

My grandfather leaned with his back against the 
wall over by the door to the scullery. He stood in 
the same place every time he went to great-grand- 
mother's house. There was an oval stain where he 
rested his head and his Biylcreem had soaked into 
the wallpaper. 

My grandfather believed in disciplined hair. Aity 
wayward locks were ruthlessly dealt with. He went 
to a barber called Jack Hyde. 

"What can 1 do for you today," Hyde would say. 


“Cut it till it bleeds," he would reply. 

My grandfather was fastidious about all aspects 
of his appearance, lo watch him putting on a 
trench coat - the tucks beneath the belt arranged 
equldistantly, each fold of matching size, the flare 
calibrated to a microscopic tolerance - was to wit- 
ness a major feat of precision engineering; when 
he said he was going to shave you did not expect 
to see him for at least an hour; polishing a pair of 
shoes was the work of a morning. 

Sometimes when paddling with him in the sea 
at Redcar or Whitby I would catch him looking 
down. Passers-by might suspect he had spotted 
something interesting in the water, but I knew he 
was actually checking to see that his trouser legs 
were evenly rolled. 

The bottoms of my grandfather’s trousers were 
subject to particular attention. It was not uncom- 
mon for him to buy a pair and ask the tailor to turn 
them up a quarter of an Inch. As a youngster ray 
grandfather’s idol had been his cousin, Gilbert, a 
trooper in the 17th Lancers. On summer days 
Gilbert swam in the river "fees at Yarm. A ladies’ 
man. he kept his bowler bat on while in the water, 
so that he could tip it to any women out strolling 
along the bank. 

My grandfather was rough working class because 
he came from a broken borne. When he was a 
teenager his father ran away with another woman. 
Having little appetite for travel he didn’t run far. 
Just around the comer to the next street, in fact. 
On the day of the departure, my grandfather came 
home to raid his brothers. Joe and George, sitting 
on the front step with faces (ike fiddles. "Dad’s bug- 
gered off," Joe said. 

"Well, that’s nothing to ay about,” ray grandad, 
who didn't have a high regard for his father, replied. 

"I'm not bothered about him going," Joe said. “It's 
just that he took the three-piece suite with him and 
now weVe nowt to sit on.” 

They remedied the situation later that night: 
waiting until their father went out with his new girl- 
friend, then breaking into his house and stealing 
hack the furniture. “You should have seen us." my 
grandfather would say. “Our Joe with a settee on 
his head and me and George with an armchair 
each, walking down Garnel Street by gaslight like 
a herd of giant tortoises.” . . 

My grandfather's mother was a painter at 
Unthorpe Pottery. When the brothers were child- 


asked. "Yes, thank you. Father." George said. "I'm 
just looking for ray teeth." 

My grandfather tells this sioiy now. My grand- 
mother and her three sisters laugh. The sisters live 
together. They are dog lovers. They have a ner- 
vous mongrel terrier named Scrap. Once the doc- 
tor bad come to visit one of them who was sick. 
The sisters were often sick. Illness was their hobby. 
It was diverse, fascinating and cheap. This day the 
Doctor left his new homburg on the stand m the 
halL When he came back he found Scrap had 
pulled it down and ripped it lo shreds. The doc- 
tor was angry, the sisters were horrified. “Fancy," 
they said. “An educated man like him leaving his 
bat where a dog could get it." 

The sisters' laughter is drowned by a strange, 
gurgling cackle which sounds like the noise our 
Hoover makes when it sucks up one of my toys by 
accident. The source is two elderly and wfld-look- 
ing women whose relationship to our family is so 
tenuous and labyrinthine that only a creature of 
higher intelligence (ic Auntie Nora) could possibly 
unravel it. They came from one of the ironstone 
mining villages of east Cleveland - isolated com- 
munities on the edge of the North Yorkshire 
Moors. Weird places. The nearest thing in Britain 
to the hillbilly towns of the Appalachians. 

Years later I would work in a pub in nearby Guis- 
bo rough. The pub had a function room and a 
dance on Saturday nights. One week the regular 
band couldn't play so the owner hired a piano 
player who’d been recommended to him by the 
window cleaner. 

The piano player had greasy hair and a dinner- 
jacket so baggy it looked as if it had been designed 
to be worn over a rucksack. Febrile menace flick- 
ered in his eyes. He played well enough, at first, 
ptinking and plonking merrily through "The Saint 
Bernard Waltz" and “The Dashing White 
Sergeant”. Then an ageing teddy boy’s moll with 
hair the texture of candy Boss requested some 
rock’n’roll. The pianist launched into "Great Balls 
Of Fire". By the time he reached the second chorus 
he was on his feet pounding the keys with his fists 
and baying and yelping like a foxhound. I'm nor 
sure how they calmed him down - in my mind 2 
have an image of the manager and a fleet of wait- 
resses hosing his crotch with soda siphons - but 
25 years later the memory of it still sends a shiver 
down my spine. 


The howling pianist came from east Cleveland. 

The east Cleveland relations' mother smoked 
a clay pipe. They dressed in dark clothes and had 
powerful religious beliefs based on a mixture of 
Nonconformism, spiritualism and strong drink. 
Once the phone rang at home and when my 
mother answered it, one of the older of the east 
Cleveland women said, “Did you know Bobby Gar- 
bun was dead?" 

My mother said she didn't, which was hardly sur- 
prising as she hadn't the faintest idea who Bobby 
Garbutt was. “\WslI,” the woman said, “to be hon- 
est I only found out myself this morning. When I 
woke up he was standing at the end of the bed ask- 
ing why I hadn't been at his funeraL” 

Afterwards my mother had to have a whisky to 
calm her nerves. Coining into my great-granny’s 
house today, she had seen them and with forced 
enthusiasm cried, “Oh! I didn't know you two were 
here!" And behind me I heard my grandfather 
mutter, “1 thought the pair of broomsticks parked 
outside might have alerted you." 

Now the younger of the cast Cleveland relations 
is talking about the home-made cold lea wine she 
has brought. They have made it in u tin bath in an 
outhouse. At the mention of drink my father 
decides it is time to leave. He has been to enough 
of these things before to know how it will end. 
Alcohol will prise open old wounds and there will 
be rows and tears, followed tty reconciliation and 
sentimental songs. The evening will climax when 
my grandmother, fortified by cold tea wine, and 
egged on by her sisters, docs her party piece; luck- 
ing her skirt into her knickers and turning som- 
ersaults, while singing “Swanee River". 

Wc gather up our coats. I kiss my great -granny, 
mv grandmother, my aunts, and lastly and reluc- 
tantly, the women from cast Cleveland, whose skins 
scuff like suede brushes. We say goodbye. As wc 
leave I can hear Unde Tommy saying, “Some Sat- 
urdays we’d have had 15 pints by the time we got 
to the dance hall. The) 1 wouldn’t let you in if you 
were drunk. We ate mints and stood close together 
to stop ourselves swaying. Some nights I’ve got in 
that dance, gone straight in the gents, locked myself 
in a cubicle and sat there for the rest of the evening, 
clutching the edge of the loilci with my knuckles 
going white, just to stop the room spinning." I hear 
his wistful chuckle. “Hey, great days, grail days,” 
he says and then the door doses. 



i 



A bright spark. Born in a stall. No kidding 

Bill Greenwell and D J Taylor rewrite seasonal tales as today's authors might have told them 


Carol Ann Duffy: Once in Royal David’s City 

It was in that city. You could see 
that David had been there, right royal 
except for drizzle on the paving. 

Evening like dull pain. Stranger. Manger. 
Straw for the mother to deliver 
a message from heaven. The poor, ■ 
the mean, and the moody. She was Mary, 
and the kid arriving at half-seven. 

Christ. Jesus. Messiah. His new skin 
crinkling in starlight. The local oxen 
paddled their tongues by the crib, 
dunking their thick heads in shadow. 

It was holy all right You could taste 
the dew in his ducts, hear his gurgle 
(ike a broken tap. His maiden mother 
was as gentle as Carnation. Or Lux. 

Birth was a redemption, a revelation 
of good. Ace. Perfect. Brill. Bright 
Love. Riith. The whisper of a child 
is like the rustle of feed. You look on 
and this is no playpen, no stable. 

Weak and helpless. No, he was going 


up in ihe world. Angel. A bright spark 

born in a stall. God’s gift No kidding. 

(BG) 

Anthony Powell: A Christmas Carol 

24 Dec. Marley obit Contrary to various 
statements that have appeared in the press, 
I was not in fact at Eton with Jacob Marley 
(financier, descended through his mother's 
side from the Somerset Marieys) - he KS, 
four years older than I, Benson’s. Never 
the less, we saw a good deal of one another 
in the post-Oxford period. 

Marley always seemed good example of 
capable business figure, while displaying 
not the smallest interest in arts. Business 
now supposed to have devolved on 
associate Scrooge (possible ramification of 
Devonshire Scrooges? - for some reason - 
nothing in Debrett ) whom V says we once 
met at some gathering of City types, tho’ 
can't recall. By ail accounts, formidable 
figure. 

25 Dec. Dined with Crate hits, distant 
connexions of V’s (on mother's side. 


possibly descendants of Suffolk Cratchytte 
offshoot). Goose. Trimmings. Plum 
pudding. Gin -perfectly drinkable (I did 
not see label). Cratchit nice, obsequious, 
clerkish type. Grace (after meal, surely 
solecism?) pronounced by Cratchit’s 
younger son, Timothy, unassuming child. 
Heaven knows how little susceptible to 
"cuteness" in the young, but both V and I 
by no means unaffected, (DJT) 

AS Byatft St Lola’s Gospel (chapter 2) 

It might begin: 

The stable lies dank, fecund and 
welcoming. Two oxen with calm liquid eyes 
stare gravely on. In a comer, an ass stirs. 
There is a crib, of course, and a hook for a 
lantern. Hens scavenge restlessly through 
the straw. Alone in the pale, delicate, 
timeless fight, the child sings his limited 
lovely note- Why does this elemental 
tableau, this quintessence of burnt residue 
scraped from the mythological crucible, 
give us pleasure? 

Or it might begin with Joseph and Mary 
travelling by donkey along the Judaean 


back roads. Joseph's thoughts buzz around 
him like clouds of locusts. He thinks of the 
angel Gabriel, is moved tty the automatic 
power of myth, then repelled by caution. 
The myth is too big, too easy, too much for 
his unborn child. He must tie oblique. 

Maty sits astride the donkey. She has not. 
so far, complained. Now she says: “Joseph. 
Joseph. Please listen to me. Please listen. 
When all this is over, when it is finished, 
when it is complete, I must have something 
to do. I must have something to do 

He is surprised, startled, taken aback. 
“But you are the mother of our Saviour." 

“I know. But my iconic significance is 
appalling. It is appalling” 

Or it might begin within the walls of 
blood and muscle, the dense accumulations 
of flesh and protoplasm, within the womb. 
That unborn heart, imminent and 
immanent Blood. Oblation. Sacrifice. 
Those words are ancestors knew. Of such 
are their myths, and our own. The b3by 
stirs and twists. Language is within him. 
The words crackle along his pre-paituitive 
synapses. (DJT) 


sbe 



HOWARD HODGKIN 


Ik, .■ :f,i .»• .M 

Hayward Gallery London. G December VjyC. - 2.2 February 1!*u7 





H 



Oi 











S^:»*S'SRL3?~.- 




TEL: 0171 293 2222 


overseas, s 


SATURDAY 28 DECEMBER 19 96. • THE 1NDEPENDEN 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


TakeOff 


Take OS 


Tbke Off 



Because we think the world of you ... 


current best buys on the world's finest airlines 


rci tors) 

YBIEY 

EKTH 

L'CKLAND 


da: Mi tium 
Tpn 

£347 £529 
£319 £509 
£319 E569 


NEW YORK 

BOSTON 

ROfltDA 


LOS ANGELES 


nk'Mr iftr" 

£122 £159 
£139 £199 
£159 £226 


£217 £256 


«um 


TRAIL 


SAN FRANCISCO £217 £256 


CARB8EAN 
MEXICO CHY 
IMA 


£175 £322 
£248 £374 
£274 £457 


J0HAMES8URG £264 £385 
CAPETOWN £333 £556 
HARARE ran 


GENEVA £H9 £119 
EUROSTAR TO PARS rtn £59 

MOUND THE WORLD £809 


_ . mf: ... _ 

H tu:-. in "jiff % v 

i nc Kill - w i }, 


ERS > 4 r 


worldwide attention to detail 


THE TRAVEL EXPERTS 


AUSTRALIA FROM £509 RETURN 
NEW ZEALAND FROM £569 RETURN 

Special offer in January and February. 

10% discount on travel insurance tor all new bookings to Australasia. 


plus discounted quality accommodation per room per night from 


AUSTRALIA £36 ■ USA £31 • AFRICA £37 - PACIFIC £42 • ASIA £30 
USA CAS HW FROM £12 PER DAY ■ CALL NOW FOR Olffl WORLD OR NORTH AMERICA DfiECTQRY fti 8171 -938 3939 


For fts red towdown on worldwide 
trsnrei, Ihdlfindert is your roe stop 
travel stop. 

TYailftailsre offer* more low cost 




anyne. Experts In airfares since 
1970, we .can teflor-mata yoer my 




on totals Mtd dt hire w o rldw id e. 


FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF THE 
7RAILFINDER MA'JAilNE 
CALL 01/ 1-938 8939 ANYTIME 


mul 


AM our nJiop: arc open Men -S.it 9-6pm • Thors until 7pm • Sim 10-Gpn • Mor-Fn Irom 2 Ja:: f i 


Trailfinders does nol imoose charoes on credit cards 


PO 


faSSSm** m*» ■ 

215 Kensington High Street * L 5Sj5f 540 fl . 

Transatlantic & European: 0171-937 mw .. 
42^E a rteC0UrtR*d- :: 

UKifl Haul Rights: mm V* - ■ ■ 

22-24 The Priory 

- Worldwide Flights: 0121-235 1234 . - 

48 Com Street • • 

Worldwide Flights: 0117-929 9* 

25*284 SaucfneteJI Slrert • flUgBOWK ■ 3EH 
Wbrtdwide Hights: 0141-353 ... 

58De®sgate-^CHESTMW^ > 

-- Woridwide Fiflhte: 0161^®“ 

First & Business Class; 0191-839 3434 


... people think the w orld of us! 



Evojday LOT Pbfish Ajrfmo ffc the esfct ind the bid <ferct fight from Htathsu* to Waraw. Flos achfooral S^rts tn Gacnw three times a week. With convernemconnatiors to 


ADD I I ION A I Sl'R\ K ■ : S 


ii'k’li )<)'■!/ 



CSA~-Czedr AaSmesfBa twice duly from LoodouHeadrme to hagee. Our amoemeetearfy 
MOrmt ittmtm and late m» arrmA allow maxanam time prr bath bmmm and lame 
htkubewtifiddty 


FOR YOUR BUSINESS IN 


RAGUE 


btedditiotr,CSAfly4timaeweckfnmSlaHsted,attd,a (writer 4 flights a week from 
MawAeste^Mwiilr e ame ^ ti it eoim e ctiamtoEMentaadCtaSrdBaep^ 
tbt Middle and Far Eatf. 


EVERY DAY 



UEST World 


rtiiihi*. Worldwide Km i r-r:i, Around the World 


SYDNEY 

1149 DELHI 

£339 

PERTH 

m HONGKONG 

4U 

AUCKLAND 

Sa2 BANGKOK 

3*9 

NAIROBI 

US SINGAPORE 

409 

HARARE 

SM LANGELES 

2*3 

I01UBG 

4» NEW YORK 

119 

DUBAI 

2M TORONTO 

US 




MALAGA CV> GREECE HI 

ALICANTE £59 TURKEY £109 

FARO £59 ISRAEL £109 

TENERIFE 09 MALTA £T9 

LAS MIMAS U9 CYPRUS £119 

LANZAR0TE 09 ITALY £59 

BALEARIC £59 CARIBBEAN £IB9 

ALL EUAOHAHAMCALOWIOE RIGHTS 
ALSO CAR HUS. INSURANCE 


.01476 560089.-3 





AUSTRALIA 

31FARF5 FROM 


IrjE'.V ZSAU'.O 

oi; BOTH 
F.-.Hl S ► HUM 

£600 


USA 

f ARF r . fnor.l 


Q 01420 88380 
Q 0171 287 5559 1 


CANADA 

FARES FROM 

£270 


far East \ 


01S1-54’ 33:: 


lu iat wouliwuil travel 


if* RICHMOND RD, KINGSTON. SURREY KT2 SHL OPEN 7 DAYS 


TVavel 
times 
from £ 


many 
you like 
a year. 


With our annual travel insurance you can take an 
unlimited number ot trips. To enrol, call between 
Sam ami Npm Monday to Friday 
quitting ivlm’ncv 10*’ 

0800700737 

limnnw 



FLIGHTSEATS 



Skiing Holidays 


' #9li»ii nrl.HiiEi mi. 1 Hanhiuii iTTi'A^'n 1 ^rl p 
n*hl lipwuhl* •Wft.li'n** dir hjiUH'it rtT|iir*u 


Insurance 

Services 


•I ■ :■ • 


; • . >tA. * .a 

\t. . Cl 
. •. V. T JI «. 

* / • A 

• J - 'I 
, • *• ' 





Eastern EunijN 


NMW VKNHA. aUOAPnr and 
Muriw Gwonu prmaima. mats 
A mm. rjactws iOi nw VMM 
cracw m hunqahy Pawni 

nweWkMHSMw.Hnm 

Ma M Vmwai me* rheae* of 


fcw w Nwn wan mutfto*i»* 
N MM A AlnWSL bNKhuia 
bans Iiwm Oiri an »A A I Hi 


Holidays AlTnat 


j II , 

[boating 




Samar Rafied mm rrtrmrf 
1 9 m nfim We eidnt 
MrrMWMHm 


Nrymr T* 

Q*krK4m. 

MMUSJNL 


Travel Services 


a nnual WOWLDWiOCirMiama- 
m wn you Mr MS tuts 
BUI — ML neiuBM £1.000 000 
rwAuL pu UQQaQa Optional 
art— M«u— M unoafwitran U 
LBi— OnLy ET70 par partial For 
tunran i—i caU Marcus M«n 
h ilo QUOlfflfl 3Cr Policy CflL'171 
rnaaM 


CORSICAN 


Aa atowA bI a »iuali i lanaUai 
paatA, rrapiiwl pattatiK 
or— i dm riran, wa—tstti 
■ad baauEful Mdaihd bankas. 

Wd 1, 1 'iirTiB-. AiAnt^i 
M > ,al ACtfali 

r - M<1-i.-Jr V.:’JI -in J AciT*~r" r i 
Cij.a. H.-.a'i I'i it'.,- ^ 

' a a* AOH 

*•> - »: ;-<« 


0171-385 8438 


root™ far 4( |ibrmli<| 
IraifDn 




fi iiirrr i!»- Unhijq vrct'% 

•».! Ur. Ji.ei jn Iildiij o' 
.'l.iioiui l\jblu'> A.. J ..'■’iijiri.'.ir 
pi mrjjil* ioutii.N.! l-» ni t .» 
■iHur-p 1 ttr 

l».-L\ d-j-il ol'L.':'. r.inurrm 
iliilvi-; ’’ dlJ .1.1* JiIHl!. ;lbi 
ILi Jil. tt ja.l'nnp - 

01 HI 4<I3*#3U3 
iimwi mu 


kSSHIHH 


01476 574111 


O’prus 


VILLAS WITH POOLS. vWaga 
hottsaa in unspom mui. Plus 
Mil. Flydnirai, touts 

liUNvu. aiat a«r«7is *ito 
ATiXaOB. 


Gunnsiny 


GUUmNT • Dali / load cemt oigMS 
and imral Kr^unmo— tion Ail 
f major c rad it cards. Ptaasa call 
German Iwn Centra Cl 81 
^90*1 ABTA 90685 ATOL S9T7 
IATA 


Don't forget 
to mention th* 

when replying to 
adverts 


Skiing Holiday 


great i a/we travel and insurance package 


includes: 

■ Channel crossing by Hovercraft or SeaCat for 
your car plus an passengers 

• Personal insurance including winter sports cover 
tor all passengers 

• RAC motoring ass i s t an ce 

FoAMlane/Dovar - Boulogne or Domr - Calais departures 

attar 15.30: 

Up la to days Up to <7 days 
Car - 2 £99 Cl 09 Jfc 

Car -tarn* £119 Cl 34 cj 

Additional adu— £20 £23 

Dam ■ CjUh drparlma ImAmi IUO. aod Cil /£| 

Fanff - : MA * W efidarrn inMr id VMU 7jg | ’J —i 
A* ram in J0WV7 OgwanUa — Ajf SAE\ 



french Skiing at its best 



f‘h. 


Got ccoc 


01273 202204 


i iFiiiimcir rirrmiT.. . 

Jcfcotal* 
ScMMSwa-rffidm 
Cnckc k un baHtics 
Foefidly Salt 
Zeno ttifhte 
BUAd GMMbMttZSe 

%0181 767 0202 J 


S i tf» 





I Daily Scheduled | 

Services 


4 x Glasgow 

£29 

4 x Edinburgh 

£29 

3 x Aberdeen 

£29 

l x Inverness 

£29 

3 x Amsterdam 

£35 

1 x Nice 

£49 

l x Barcelona 

£49 

Single, from, cxcl. Tax. 

n,\ 11,19 Pniiiairti a V i f 1 lt-il ■ v itia'llf rf >u 


uu iiu* rL^uirc d Miuruay aiii.m * m t - 

From London Luton airport 


easy Jet 

Call 01582 44 55 55 anytime H| 

1 

ATOL 40 5 » ||Sjf 


We’ve got the best cormections to Poland- 

V “■ . . a .‘ .UTL-lAMlBriar 


* STA TRAVEL * 

WORLD LEADERS IN YOUNG INDEPENDENT TRAVEL 


anEr CmSBaannw -.-MMinw— WL.pJRriMARrfwMoJBJIiLtart. Mk 


" 1 5 SK, 2 :T 5155 m 


Bangkok £355 


ROUND THE WORLD: FROM £SB7 


EUROPE: 0171 361 flfil, WOREDWIDE:II171 361 826Z. Olfil 834 0668 (Marid-ter) 

ACCOMMODATION ■ CAR WSE- INSURANCE AND OVCTLAHD TOURS: 0171 3S1 (1H 


U7EnstooRoadNWl,8fiOldBa«D|taiRdSW7,IlGoodpSWI,L«lon. 


su T«Am MToounM noier tin nn w it« 


URBX)Aii'AO®iBL*MSSo»:iffl*L*wc«sn4fliircKi£A— KiusiUL—orn*- STA TRAVEL 



ijETLINE 


CAIRO £155 FARO fr £63 
ORLANDO Cl 95 MALTA CF.9 

USA -175 GREECE 569 

AUSTRALIA CAE? LANZAROTE 609 

ISRAEL £16? THAILAND £319 

GOA £290 SPAIN £59 

RTL AGENTS FSIA-OL HOlfLRi 

0171 419 1919 

a:st;- h jiHV'r :•? itv. 


SPAIN 
FOBTUCAl 
ISRAEL 
| GREECE 
IUHHt.r 
I CYPRUS 
MID. EAST 


’.n.-ition\ 

-40 PSA ‘-SS? 
7? CARIEEESN 139 
55 AFRICA Hi 
M CANADA 17? 
14? INDIA Jib 

:Yj TAR east 2>,3 
1R3 AUSTRALIA ,3D‘) 


:: ■: I..:: C~r H j-.-* .'nvjru.‘icr 

Mvii riirm 


ANNUAL 
TRAVEL 
S 

With insurance starting 
from just £46, contact 
the name you can trust 
for the best deals on 
Annual Mufti THp cover. 
Other policies avail- 
able - Call for details. 
For travellers under 65 
yews only. 



33.375 OOff 

Liu — wi n a^ ae i ai i — nO— i— ; 3D D B 

COLUMBUS 



BACKPACKING? 

r-r 


General Accident 
_ Direct 

V 


0800 121 007 


■h Mon-Id 9Bm-9piR bh— 
D Sic md Sun9»-5|aBi. OS 


Sknng Holidays 



SILVER SKI 

HOLIDAYS 


® VALD ISERE * 
0 MERISEL * 

R COURCHEVEL • 
»LAPLAGNE« 


£2gg 



HIC. A • ( ■ 

F HA SC E S'.Vi T2 ERL AND 

iTIi 1! 

illi 

OI 71-962 9933 


the Skicr.N 
Travel Acont 

ALL SKI RESORTS 
IN EUROPE S USA 

COMPUizX LINKED 
70 SKI OFEi-A TOPS 

01858 433633 

DPz’i S:jg ‘0-4 Mcn-Sj*. 
/ISA AR'ACSAGT ACCESS 


LOW COST FLIGHTS 


USA CANADA AUST8ALJA 
NBV ZEALAND SOUTH AHBKA 
CAH88EAN FAR EAST 
WHILE EAST AF RICA 

THRIFT WAT 
^ TRAVEL 
® 0171-4901490 


Skiing Holidays 


It's snowing 

in Canada! 

£569 


CapitalFLiGHis 

open Idah.y r ! LL la: t 

GnEcl: " 

•MALTA ;;s NE'.V 

T:L A'.Tv r-49 EiYIISeV" 'Wi 

■ILIA f,ES -AR EAST '?;? 


01 71-209 4000 


Skiers 

Travel Bureau 




F 25 Resorts, Europe 
^ and USA 
r Italy Specialists 

01273 299 299 

E4iufli 


0990 550555 


SKI TOP DECK 

Andorra Austria 
Switzerland 

FOR MOUNTAINS OF FUN 
UrfcaacwWaApraa SM 
Chorea ofAccoramodaton 
Graat tor Sraatoening 
Free SM GuMng 

FnnQn 9 taoBUM tasaonoMaa 

0171 370 4555 

FdK0171 373K201 



THE INDEPENDENT 

NtouspaperPLdWatwTflcte 
[egreasihaiaWKtigh every 
reasonaWe precaution us oiwn. 
no nsponabiMv can be 
KLaptad kr KgWa antfor 


tfrougfi these esMnns. or any 
fcm artUngine wtf tom. Aeadeni 
araacwicedntaksal 
■Hcesaary precautions before 
emerng into any naval 


KIWORLD 


Catered Chalets 
Hotels ft Apartments 

FRANCE, ITALY, 
SWITZERLAND 

• FLlSHTS i SMTT1US i CKQg 

01716024826 

•nit.se: 


SIMPLY SKI - Ouaflty cINa In 
Eaopt'iBpmonc CDutctaveL 
Martbal, U Ptasna, Verfalar, vw 
mwe. Ptone cal 0181 7s22sai 

«TA VI 337 ATOL 1S22 ATTO 
SIU TOTAL. Cue red chalets In 
Eurapattonada with Dm Irtand- 
BeMcampany areunei 01S1 ftH 
eaazASTA 

SKi peak, spauaitn to Vhreaav 
(AlpaffHireD. Chants, Hewn, 
a.«L Stueib euBskia. ato srutoMe, 
craa ane. shun transfais. m 
ntaa 7M41. ATOL 9087 AITO. 


Reduced Prices • Cabled Cbaktt 

Jan 4 - £375 
Jan 11 - £395 


01835 830562 


SKI TRAVEL 
AGENCT 
Theahrirtciittoycrnr 

hiralhoHcfay 

S KKQ171-6029900 

OUJTIOXS 




— Kr ,uvn P WAY 

^W^DEW 



SKYLIWE PRESENTS 
QI/ISCAWDIWAVIA 
275 2750 



RJaHTC-CAB.Hffie* INSURANCE 


BBLLE PUuaiE. PrtiMa apartmanL 
Ups S. catour TV; od( piaia. Au 
Qee-Aprt inc Xmas. E200-SS0pM 
TU01Z77 214445 

CArtAOAu TMownada tio&tsys to 
the bast tesona h ttn Rocktos. 
8M Sahrt 0171 2B2 S088. AUL 



mi HsoWe Ry-<tove bdhLqn. Net. 

IU. I«H. ■«- oa. 1 Bnrhri u f 

■he Mnmn. Goad Touring. 
Painnog mi Coofc—7 Ixdidaya plus 
lhan break uftorew. 

0X81 995 9323 

WUHB Lwuta too 


LA BHXA TOSCANA Vary aaede] 

famteau.vaes&Aptsto&areuto 


fflmLqnano bBtw— i Ftaence g 
Stona-1BB7 touctvOTBI -422^2ta 

COUWTRYSmE bat Roma A 
N«ptes, at toot of Mnts, villa 8h» 
B-SraSItoieLW 01875 015886 

TUSGAMY ® K ^S*KapfT»4rt» 
In eaeadant locaflona, pools etc. 

SKar—®** 

CJfiA MIA W save monayl gnak 
P irpct l Pitvato ownsre advartiee 


SHCUUSISOffiK: 

fTWeMWaJkldan 


SOnutesWiiftogi 



SUNV1L DISCOVERY Ftototo tfy - 
^rea toTuacanygrUm&rta.ch-'- 

“jw BB accom. Ptus SleSv. 

UetoukOiML 01B14474T48 mo 

A ^I\ C 1I U ! C ^- c» 

^ 5* brechurea can 

ITALIAN COLLECTION Toscany. 

Lto toria, Abn aao A MarebfcBtotLH 

™ InmltouBas and cobmm qflh 
PrtwtepQota.moa 

(24 tan ABTA ATOL 1462 

vaffnAJ* APMimians ha. . 
w ™ a ™ itotga of private */e 

P?J™^®™]5®jh^runa/Vaneto. 
0181 STB 1130 FssOIBl STB 0982. 


^i£5 F.ry 




CVj**&* ** ***- 


m Caider aieaw3a 


«.»* •Li*-. 

.««* 

... >1. *~>mm 


e.v ■■ 


" ^‘-Ve'* .i “ 


:# - ti . . 

VI S 


• -■ r «MM I ?; 

• - '••N'.-viHI* '.: 

> ' 

- ^ -- « -Tii e* «NW . 

? aci.’Y: -tS/eaw '. 

- : » tU« 

_■ .. 

t-? 


• < ; ■ . 

■ "-V. ■; • 


.'■■fj*., - . . 
V'kT.-,;*.- 
il ? . - .. ' 


• ■'unc, t~Tng» 

•**** •nmis^ 

: ‘ r - ? i<**a»Rl-..: 

' •• • - »c- •< ma-- 


! - tttoCs) tap ftjgWQl ' 

W- 4 TBarr 

•: -ip *«f. ■ 

■ >• ■' ^ m up 

* « tTfR- . 

'■ v V * 




















































































travel & outdoors 



Where to go 

in 1997 8/9 

Austria’s hotels for 
families 11 



• •II.AVIftftiC*! 


Dominica: a heroic crumple of an island about the same size as the Isle of Wight 


Photograph: G Fischer/Network 
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Y ou can tell a place has became a big new des- 
tination when travel agencystaff start abbre- 
viating the name -as they have just started 
.to do with the Dom Rep. Visitors love the 
place, and the locals love die visitors. It is one of the 
greatest tourism success stories in the Caribbean, 
enjoying a boom in arrivals as news spreads of mirac- 
ulous beaches and minuscule prices. 

All of which is highly unfortunate for the island 
I have just visited, Dominica. These lines refer to 
an entirely different destination. Tburistically, 

. the Dominican Republic is doing splendidly well 
- while; anyone who has anything to do with 
tourismiin Dominica is probably looking at this 
page in trepidation; on the last occasion there was 
a . story on the lesser Antilles, a helpful map was 
inducted, showing foil details of the Dom Rep. No: 
this is Dominica. 

“No” is the word that recurs among the gracious, 
gentle islanders when they speak to visitors. And 
talk they do, with relish, emphasising all that is pos- 
itive about Dominica. 

• No. we have no significant violent crime, I was 
told shortly before Christmas. In the same week, 
the number of murders on the island of Jamaica 
exceeded the 1995 total, with an average of two 
deaths per day. 

No, we have not sold out to tourism. If you want 
mile upon mile of high-rise hotels lined up along 
a beach, try somewhere else. And there is a very . 
good reason for that No, we have no beaches. 

That, you discover eventually, is not quite cor- 
rect But the few patches of sand, mostly volcanic, 
are nothing to write postcards about The only . 
swim I enjoyed was from a river beach, where fern- 
flies picnic beneath benignly sprawling rainforest 
Dominica has nothing to do with palm-fringed 
golden sands (of the kind you might fend in, say. 
the Dom Rep). It is instead a heroic crumple of 
stone that erupted from a fragile patch of the 
Earth’s, crust Today it seems frozen in mid- 


ascent, a jumble of rifts and peaks aimingfor the 
grey Caribbean sky. • 

Grey is not a colour that the travel industry pro- 
motes, particularly in the context of skies. But on 
Dominica it is a regular reality - a consequence 
of the collision between Atlantic air, heavy with 
moisture, and the highest mountains in the east- 
ern Caribbean. 

Yet you wfl] search in vain for evidence of gloom. 
The colours on Dominica are as intense as the 
most frantic afternoon downpour. The furious 
rainfall - four times as heavy as in Britain - con- 
spires with the rich, red soil to invent startling tones 
of yellow, garnished with abrupt flashes of scar- 
let. All this takes place against a background that 
explores every possible shade of green. 

Echoes of this anarchic colour scheme appear 
on every street in the capital, Roseau. The city - 
if that is not too bold a term to use for somewhere 
so motley - is rambling towards dilapidation. So 
the pinks and blues applied randomly to spare sur- 
faces in Roseau are washed to a pale pastel. 

Dominica’s national institutions are crammed 
into awkward new concrete blocks and elegant old 
villas, lo pick up a copy of the only good map of 
the island, for example, you must seek out the 
Department of Lands and Surveys. This ministry 
res des in a freshly painted clapperboard office that 
sprouts from a field on the fringe of Roseau. While 
you wait for your change, an official explains that 
this was originally part of the Rose’s estate. 

Rose's grew on the lavish' lime plantations that 
clung to the terraced foothills. In the days when 
Dominica was one of the British Empire's more 
irrelevant appendages, its prime function was to 
supply lime juice for the Navy. Eventually, better 
nutrition and artificial substitutes meant that the 
industry was eradicated as surely as scurvy. So limes 
went the way of vanilla, another one-crop wonder. 

For reassurance that the island can coax a liv- 
ing from the rumpled terrain, follow the citizens 
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to the Saturday morning market in Roseau. Bar- 
rows are heaped high with fruits of little labour, 
bananas and coconuts, passion fruit and paw-paw, 
even the odd recalcitrant lime. 

The energetic faces of the traders and shoppers 
testify to the extravagant ethnic mix of the Domini- 
cans. If you wondered how the Caribbean got its 
name, the answer is in the bright eyes and sharp 
features of the people of Carib descent. When 
Europeans overran the region and began to exploit 
it, the Caribs retreated to Dominica. A few thou- 
sand of them have endured disease and decline to 
survive in a comer of the island, and their blood 
has spread widely across the population. Added to 
the cultural cocktail are several generous measures 
of Africa, plus dashes of old colonials and Irish 
adventurers; there is a lot more red hair than you 
would expect, dancing through the market. 

Given the good-natured crush in the aisles, you 


judge that the rest of this isle of 70,000 souls must 
be empty. 

It isn't, of course, though solitude is an easy com- 
modity to procure hereabouts. What really gets you 
when you escape the crowds is the silence: there 
isn't any. If you’re after peace and tranquillity, 
you're in the wrong place. Yhnering parrots 
bicker with shrill hummingbirds to see who can 
deafen the visitor most adroitly. Breezes swish 
through the impossibly tall palms, and with per- 
sistence bring coconuts crashing down. Fortu- 
nately, the fall is more often interrupted by suc- 
culent vegetation than by a tourist's head. 

That’s because there are so few of us. While the 
inhabitants of nearby Antigua are outnumbered 
seven to one by the annual number of visitors, in 
Dominica the residents are firmly in rhe majority. 
One reason is the airport: that patch of Tarmac just 
north of the capital isn't a car park, but the land- 
ing strip for Canefield airport. The biggest plane 
you can arrive in holds 30 people. 

The island is on the cruiseship circuit, and from 
next May it will be a port of call for Thomson hol- 
idaymakers. But a day trip is almost a disservice 
to an island whose soul resides high in the hills or 
hidden beneath thick undergrowth in one of the 
365 rivers that (allegedly) irrigate the island. You, 
and Dominica, deserve better than a few snatched 
hours together. 

You deserve to experience the air in idle isola- 
tion. I wish I could share it with you - feeling, 
smelting, tasting each sweet, warm breath, heavy 
with the moisture from a million trees. 

On an island little larger than the Isle of Wight, 
choosing a highlight is like selecting a gem from 
a sackful of diamonds. But on a warm and steamy 
island, the jewel has to be a hot and humid hike 
to the Boiling Lake. 

My inclination for any such jaunt is to cake the 
bus (in Dominica's case, a bartered old minibus) 
as far along the way as possible. Yet this drops 


you five miles from your destination - with the 
large matter of a 3,000-ft mountain, plus a con- 
nivance of thick, sticky mud to impede your 
progress. 

Nature opens her bid with a dense rainforest 
canopy, where flora writhes for light. Then, with 
altitude, you see why some call Dominica “a trop- 
ical Scotland" - rugged mountainsides splashed 
with tenacious grasses and modest moss. 

Then signs of life are, literally, dissolved. The 
Valley of Desolation is fcarsnmely appropriate in 
its name, a seething vale where sulphurous waters 
and vapours bleed constantly from the earth. 

This is merely a warning salvo for the day adven- 
turer. Another hour of aching muscles lilts you to 
a window on the centre of the wurld. The ground 
suddenly vanishes, and you almost topple into a 
cauldron that looks a darn sight bigger than the 
airport. Two things will stop you from resting here: 
the harsh steam that marchm across the surface, 
concealing the simmering more often than not; and 
the urgency to descend, or meet your end in the 
mouniaim in the dark. 

Darkness doesn't simply sidle into Dominica; like 
an uninvited guest at a Christmas party, the night 
slams, clumsily, into the existence you were enjoy- 
ing. So you slip into a decaying old hotel for a drink. 
Over a hogmanay-sized dose of Dominican nim, 

1 got talking to the proprietor. There’s trouble with 
the Dom Rep, he mourned. The country is threat- 
ening to change its name: to Dominican:!. 

Tin.' closest convenient big airport to Dominica is 
Antigua, which ha r ngular flights from Uatnick. 
From Antigua. UA T flics Jti mil times daily to Canc- 
ficld airport. 

Simon CaUer's report from Dominica for a ‘Trawl 
Show Caribbean special', is tube shown on 1 Jan- 
uary on BBC2 at Spin. The programme also features 
the actress Amanda Redman in Puerto Rico anti the 
comedian Arthur Smith in Antigua. 


The fewer bottles of inflammable liquid flying around Europe, the better 
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H umbugs incur VAT at the 
usual rate, so why shouldn’t 
beer and bicycles? Scrooge 
would be all in favour of the Euro- 
- pean Union's initiative to remove 
duty-free allowances in 1999. And 
I am afraid that I am, too. 

On I July 1999, the EU will 
remove the right to buy 200 ciga- 
rettes and a few litres of booze free 
of duty and VAT when travelling 
' from Britain to one of the other 14 
•• member countries. The alarms are 
already being raised. Hike Britain’s 
r., biggest charter airline, Britan n ia. 

’ My flight tickets for a charter from 
Gatwjck have just arrived, but they 
were hard to locate in the ticket wal- 
i? Jet, such was the flurry of duty-free 
• publicity. 

If the ELTs plan goes through, we 
are told, in-flight standards will fall 
. at once: “The airline would immed- 


iately reduce its cabin crew com- 
plement by one on each intra-EU 
flight" Crew would be hit, as well 
as passengers: “Across the whole 
of its network, Britannia esti- 
mates that more than 200 jobs ... 
would be lost" 

And did you know that, on 
average, each cabin crew mem- 
ber earns £1,500 per year in 
commission on duty-free sales? 

This is according to a new 
survey by Coopers & Lybrand, 
commissioned by Manchester air- 
port. But Britannia says cutting 
staff is just one of many options 
that is being considered. Before 
inspectors from the Inland Rev- 
enue get involved, Britannia says 
the earnings by cabin crew is actu- 
ally £1,200. 

Other statements and assump- 
tions iu the report intrigued me. 



Simon Calder 


too. A total of 680 people in the 
North West would Jose their jobs as 
a result of the ending of duty-frees, 
the result of transferring £35m 
worth of sales elsewhere. Yet this 
£35m of spending would not add a 
single extra job in the High Street 
I think we have to be careful 
about the propaganda from the 


duty-free industry. Costs of travel 
will" certainly rise after 1999, but 
if ferry operators and airlines 
want to concentrate on providing 
safe, efficient travel rather than 
selling stuff, that is fine with me. 
Hoverspeed, for example, boosted 
pre-Christmas sales by offering a 
mountain bike for £75, and for the 
same again you could buy 24 gal- 
lons of Ruddles. Try balancing 
that on your handlebars. 

More seriously, there is an 
important safety consideration in 
cutting duty-free sales for air trav- 
ellers: the fewer bottles of highly 
inflamm able liquid that are flying 
around Europe, the better. The 
image of the British Airtours 737 
tragedy in 1985, was of some sur- 
vivors escaping from tbe wreckage 
of the Boeing still clutching their 
precious plastic bags of liquor and 


tobacco. This happened at Man- 
chester airport, which is now so 
forcibly pushing the case for selling 
duty-frees. 

T hese pages aim to inspire and 
inform. Marilyn Lloyd of 
Swansea writes to say a recent 
story on New York's Hudson River 
Valley inspired her, but she felt the 
information misdirected her. 

“It is possible to travel from 
Grand Central as well as Penn Sta- 
tion to Poughkeepsie. In fact, it is 
quite a lot cheaper - $10 instead of 
$17". Seven bucks better off. Ms 
Lloyd disembarked at this Hudson 
River settlement Then she wished 
she hadn't 

“The station master warned us: 
‘This is no place for tourists. It's 
a tough, violent town, a frontier 
town. If you stay here you’ll ger 


robbed or shot.’ So wc took 
his advice and caught the next 
train to Cold Spring, and dis- 
covered an extremely pretty 
(but expensive and twee) (own 
overlooking the Hudson, with 
one lovely, old hotel. The 
Hudson House - $150 per 
night B&B. We enjoyed an 


hour's stay there. 

“Then we returned to Grand 
Central Station, New York. 
Yes, the train journey is 
delightful and wc enjoyed our 
day. Such a contrast in such a 
short space of time (75 min- 
utes) to the skyscrapers of 
Manhattan." 


rwORLDCOVERl 


ANNUAL TRAlffL INSURANCE 

• all.. .‘,0800 365 121 


— 













+ 8 


travel 


SATURDAY 28 DECEMBER 1996 • THE INDEPENDENT LONG WEEKEND 


Cycle through Morocco, eat Welsh cakes in Patagonia, 
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Journey south: take advantage of discount air fares to Australia in April for Anzac Day, and stand beneath Sydney Harbour bridge to watch the sun go down 


JANUARY 

Britain: If you need a break after the 
pressures of Christmas, take yourself 
off to one of the three British Center 
Parcs (0990 200300). Here you can 
pamper yourself with a health 
treatment and burn up the calories. A 
typical three-night break this month 
would cost between £164-£205 for two 
and this includes accommodation and 
use of the pool (but all other facilities 
are charged separately). If you’re over 
SO, the cheapest way to get there is 
with National Express (0990 010104) 
who are offering a u go anywhere in 
Britain for £9.99 return" fare between 
6 January and 13 February. 

Europe: Thessaloniki, Cultural Capital 
of Europe 1997. is featured in the 
Independent Magazine next Saturday. 
Visit the Greek birthplace of Aiaturk, 
the father of the TUrks, and start your 
year on a cultural footing. For details of 
events throughout the year contact the 
Greek National Tourism Organisation 
on 0171-734 5997. 

Worldwide: Celebrate Ramadan on 10 
January on a Jasmin Tours (01628 
531121) holiday. Between 10 January 
and 9 February the company is offering 
special trips to see the lights in various 
Middle Eastern cities. If you haven’t 
had your fill over the Christmas period 
they will even provide you with festive 
food, including Iftar- a special 
breakfast. Feast yourself after sunset 
and spend the next day working it all 
back off again. Prices start at £349 for 
six nights’ B&B (not including airport 
taxes and visas) at Aqaba on the shores 
of the Red Sea. 

Other dates for your diary; 

20 President Clinton inaugurated in 
Washington 

31 Jan-2 Feb The Snowboard World 
Cup in Quebec 

31 Schubert’s 200th anniversary in 
Austria 


FEBRUARY 

Britain: Go to work on an egg, with an 
egg-deenraring holidav from HF 
Hu I idays (0181-905 9558). A four- 
night holiday in Malhamdale in the 
Lake District costs £179 per person 
including full board, instruction and 
your basic egg kit. After a morning 
spent learning how to transform a 
humble egg into a “fine and beautiful 
ornament" you are free to stride out 
and explore the local area. 

Europe: Take advantage of the cool 
weather and cycle through the Draa 
Valley in Morocco with The 
Imaginative Traveller (0181-742 8612). 
This off- mad cycling lour is new for 
1997 and only operates between 
January and April. For £525 you get 
accommodation (some of it camping!, 
must meals, bicycle hire, 
transportation of luggage while you 
cycle, and the services of a cook. What 
it doesn't include is the flight out, but 
if you’re really keen you could always 
cycle dawn through Europe and take 
the ferry across from Spain. 

Worldwide: Between 2 and 5 February 
Copacabana is the focus for a huge 
festival - the Fiesta de ta Virgen de 
Candelaria. This isn't the Copacabana 
where Barry Manilow fell in love, but a 
small, bright town on the Bolivian 
shore of Lake Titicaca. Pilgrims and 
dancers from all over Bolivia and Peru 
fill its streets, climb up the 14 stations 
of the cross overlooking the lake, 
drink, eat and are merry chasing bulls 
round a stone conal. 

Other dates for your diary: 

6 Chinese New Year 
1 1 Shrove Tuesday (and Mardi Gras in 
New Orleans and Rio) 

The Abervstwvih Indian Food Festival 
(111970 617995) all month. 


MARCH 

Britain: If you don’t fancy the coast at 
this time of year, head for London 
instead. The 2S March secs the 
opening of the London Aquarium 
fill 71— Ull 5433) at the old County 


Hall on the South Bank. Stroke a 
stingray, peer at a piranha or stare at a 
shark as you pass through the aquatic 
landscape constructed around the 
30,000 exhibits. Prices will be £430 for 
children and £630 for adults with 
family tickets for £20. 

Europe: Alton Towers' Spanish sister. 
Port Aventura (00 34 77 77 9090) on 
the north-east Spanish coast, opens a 
new white-knuckle ride, Stampida, on 
17 March. This will be the first twin- 
track wooden rollercoaster in the 
world, and the 80ft drops should all 
add to that “out of control” feeling the 
promoters are aiming for. The park is 
based around five different areas from 
the Mediterranean to Imperial China. 
Entrance is around £21 for adults and 
£16.40 for children, and the park is 
open between 17 March and 26 
October from 10am to Spm (midnight 
between June and September). 
Worldwide: Go foT the alternative 
Welsh experience and spend the first 
day of the month, St David's Day, 
eating Welsh cakes in Patagonia. This 
is the best time of year to visit the 
wilder parts of southern South 
America, but if you’re expecting 
summer to be hot you’ll be 
underdressed. The Chubut valley in 
Argentina is perilously hanging on to 
its Welsh roots. In Gaiman they still 
produce a Welsh language newspaper 
and traditional Welsh teas are served 
in the shops but the Williams’ are 
becoming prefixed by Miguels and 
Juans rather than Dais and Ifors. 
There is plenty to see but if it all 
seems just too adventurous you could 
always sit back in St David’s, 
Pembrokeshire, with a copy of Hank 
Wangford’s Lost Cowboys and imagine 
yourself on the gaucho trail instead. 
Other dates for your diary: 

8 International Women's Day 
17 St Patrick’s Day 
26 Independence Day Bangladesh 
28-8 Dec William Wallace 700th 
Anniversaiy Exhibition in Stirling 

29 Oxford and Cambridge Boat Race 

30 Easter Sunday and the start of 
British Summer Time 


APRIL 

Britain: Lancashire is where the action 
is in April because that's where the 
Southport Clowns Festival is being 
held. Between 24 and 27 April there 
will he a gaggle of clowns running up 
and down Southport’s pier (the first to 
be built purely for pleasure in Britain) 
and around the grand villas of Lord 
Street. Details from Clowns 
International on 0181-444 8406. 

Europe: According to Eurostar (0345 
303030). you will by now be able to 
travel direct from Preston to Paris or 
from Birmingham to Brussels. They 
have promised us this for almost as 
long as the service has been up and 
running, so we are not holding our 
breath. Those travelling from 
destinations in the east of the country 
will have to wait until the summer if all 
goes to plan. 

Worldwide: April 25 is Anzac Day so 
cummemorate it by taking advantage 
of Austravel's (0171-734 7755) discount 
fares to Sydney between 16 April and 
30 June. Bar £623 including departure 
taws and the £2 Sydney noise levy you 
can travel to Sydney and back on RA 
or Qantas and stop over twice along 
the way. You can choose from Rome, 
Buli, Bangkok, Hong Kong, Frankfurt 
and Kuala Lumpur and for an extra 
£55 you can increase the number of 
stopovers to four. The climate isn’t at 
its best at this time of year but the 
attractions will be less busy and, if it’s a 
tan you're after, you can top it up in 
Bali on the way home. 

Other dates for your diary: 

27 Greek Orthodox Easter 
18 Opening of Millennium 
Celebration in Gdansk 


MAY 

Britain: Tease those green fingers down 
in the Garden of England by visiting. 
Christies Garden Festival (01580 
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Go west: eat Welsh cakes in Patagonia on St David’s Day 


21 1702) in Kent. Between 34 May and 
1 June a number of privately owned 
gardens will be opened to the public. 
The 26 May is also St Augustine's Day 
and, as 1997 is the 1400th anniversary 
of the arrival of St Augustine in 
Canterbury, this is the year to stay in 
Kent and enjoy some of the special 
events being offered. Try Pat-a-Lamb 
at Mount Ephraim Gardens (01227 
75 14%) or visit the National Fruit 
Collection at Brogdale Orchard near 
Favcrsham (01795 535286). Visit on 


the 10th or 1 1th and you'll catch the 
Blossom and Flower Festival 
Europe: The Penichetie , a barge-lover’s 
favourite, is 20 years old this year, so 
climb aboard one and celebrate with a 
boating trip down one of France’s 
rivers with French Country Cruises 
(01572 821330). A week in a 
Penichetie in May would cost £889 for 
four people including all equipment 
and bedding but not fuel Alternatively 
head further south to the Camargue. 
At Les Sain tes- Mari es-de-Ia-Mer, the 


annual festival on 24-25 May swamps 
the town. 

WoridwiderThking place only on odd- 
numbered years, Kanda Mftsuri 
happens in Tbkyo in mid-May, on the 
Saturday and Sunday closest to the 15 
May. It’s a traditional Shinto festival 
where 200 portable mikoshi - or shrines 
- are heaved through the streets by 
sake swigging crowds. And there are 
other celebrations - archery contests, 
horse riding and dancing to name but a 
few. For information on Japan, contact 
-the Japan National Iburist Office on 
0171-734 9638 and for flights (this is 
generally a good time to travel) try 
Quest Worldwide (0181-5473322). It 
has a fli gh t on BA or Quantasfor £640 
return, including taxes, to Australia. It 
allows you a stopover in Bangkok or 
Singapore on the way out and a 
stopover in Tokyo on the way back. 
This is much cheaper than a ticket just 
to Tokyo and back. 

Other dates for your diary: 

7-19 Cannes Film Festival 
20-23 Chelsea Rower Show 


JUNE 

Britain: Visit Glasgow in 1997 to see 
how it’s preparing foe the role of 1999 
UK City of Architecture and Design. 
Go between 27 June and 6 July and 
catch the International Jazz Festival 
(0141-552 3552) or just browse around 
the city’s museums and art galleries, 
not forgetting the Rennie Mackintosh 
designs. Glasgow Iburist Information 
is on 0141-204 4400. ‘ 

Europe: 12 June is Russian 
Independence Day and a national 
holiday but if you stay in St Petersburg 
until the summer solstice on 21 June, 
through to 11 July, the city lets loose 
for the White Nights celebrations - the 
main festive period of the year. With 
permanent daylight, people work 
themselves into a frenzy, especially on 
the Neva embankment. Here people 
crowd the banks to watch the nearby 
bridges opening up m the middle of 
the night, and you’ll probably have to 
dodge. flying champagne corks as they 
do so. It’s also a big cultural event with 
ballets, concerts and plays happening 
all over the city. The two main festivals 
during this time are the rock festival 
and the classical Stars of the White 
. Nights. Contact the Russian Tourist 
Agency on 0171-486 0586. 

Worldwide: Be in Hong Kong at 
midnight on 30 June to witness its 
handing back to Chinese rule. If you 
have time to stay for a while, book 
early and arrive by the 14 June to see 
the Dragon Boat Races m the 
harbour. This commemorates Chu 
Yuan, a third-century BC poet who 
threw himself into a river in Hunan 
Province in protest at the corruption 
of the government. Onlookers raced to 
save him in their boats but they were 
too slow. These days the onlookers 
throw dumplings into the water to 
keep the fish from eating him. The 
Hong Kong Tourist Association (0171- 
930 4775) will have more details. 

Other dates for your diary: 

• 17-20 Royal Ascot 
23-6 July Wimbledon 


JULY 

Britain: The Lady Lever Art Gallery at 
Port Sunlight (0151-478 4136), about 
an hour’s drive from Manchester, is 
worth a visit at ainy time of year, but 
especially in ihe summer. Lord 
Leverhuime built the gallery in 
memory of his wife following the 
construction of his model community 
around his famous soap factory. The 
gallery houses an impressive collection 
of Pre-Raphaelite works alongside a 
collection of Wedgwood. 

Europe: Why not head out to New 
England from Manchester stopping off 
to see the Northern Lights on the way? 
Iceiandair (through the Airline 
Network on 0800 727747) has return 
flights from Manchester to Boston for 
£396 including tax (plus £10 if you 
travel at a weekend) in July. With this 
ticket you can stay in Reykjavik for up 


fo three nights, which will give you just 
enough time to stare at a geyser, slip 
on a "glacier, plunge into a hot spring 
and grab a glance at the famous lights 
- if the sky is clear while you’re there. 
Worldwide: Get to New England for 
American Independence Day on 
4 July. The Jacob's Pillow Dance 
Festival (413 243 0745) has been going 
ever since' a man called Tfed founded it 
in his barn in 1932, and it’s now 
become one of the most important 
dance events in the States. It runs 
between mid-June and early 
September in the village of Becket in 
Massachusetts. Nearby, the Boston 
Symphony Orchestra has a summer 
concert series at Tanglewood. 
Alternatively you could keep cool with 
an ice-cream from the home of Ben & 
Jerry’s atWaierbuiy in Vermont. The 
story goes that Ben and Jerry were 
childhood friends who sent off for a 
booklet telling them how to make ice- 
cream. They found they had a flair for 
introducing' the locals to wacky 
flavours and have since been filling 
people’s freezers across the Atlantic. 
Other dates for your diary; 

2 Palio in Siena 

2r6 Henley Royal Regatta • 

5-27 Tour de France 


AUGUST 

Britain: Pretend you’re the outdoor 
type, but do it the easy way with the 
new Wye Valley Walk which Acorn 
Activities (01432 S30Q83) is organising 
for 1997. You can stride out during the 
day and enjoy the views free from the 
weight of baggage (which is 
transported along the route for you) 
and safe in the knowledge of a good 
bed for the night (at either a hotel or a 
B&B). To cover the whole walk would 
take 14 days but shorter sections or 
taking days out along the way can be 
arranged. A typical three-night 
package costs £270 per person. Time 
your walk around the 17-22 of the 
month and you can combine it with 
the Three Choirs Festival taking place 
in Hereford. 

Europe: Even though Munich's 
Oktoberfest begins in September, go 
to Bavaria in August and aspire to 
higher things with a stein or two of 
beer in Kiilrnbach, which is credited 
with both brewing the most beer in 
Bavaria, and drinking it Up until the 
15th century, citizens of this beer- 
drinkers' paradise were able to brew 
their own beer and, as you might 
expect, they know a thing or two about 
production. The main beer festival is 
the nine-day long Beer Week between 
July and August but go easy on the 
Kuiminator 28 - not a Schwarzenegger 
film, but probably the strongest beer in 
the world. Tb find out the exact dates 
contact the local tourist information 
centre nearer the time (00 49 9221 
95880) or the German Tourist Office 
(0891 600100). 

Worldwide: One of the best bargains in 
air travel has just become several 
degrees better. The unlimited travel 
airpasses offered by Canadian 
Regional Airlines (through AirPass 
Sales, 01737 555300) now offer a 
preposterous range of destinations. 

The one-week East Pass (£145) gives 
you unlimited standby flights from 
Boston, USA to Gander in 
Newfoundland, and from Halifax 
across to Winnipeg. Here you can pick 
up the parallel West Pass, and continue 
to Seattle, Vancouver and Calgary. 

Best value of all is the £299, three- 
week national pass that entitles you to 
cover the entire country. 

Other dates for your diary: 

1-10 World Athletics Championships 
in Athens 

10-30 Edinburgh Festival 

14 Independence Day in Pakistan 

15 Indian Independence Day 

16 Palio, Siena 

24, 25 August. Netting Hill Carnival 

SEPTEMBER 

Britain: On the 8 and 9 September, 
Oxford shuts off one of its main streets 
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travel 


see the Northern Lights, and walk in the Wye valley 


A:*. 


for two days to hold its traditional St 
Giles Fair. These days there are just as 
many gut-wrenching, neon-coloured 
rides as there are hoop-la s talk but 
it*s aH great fun, anyway. The best time 
logo is in the evening, so you can 
spend the day talcing in the 
architecture, cringing at the shrunken 
heads in the Pitt Rivers Museum or 
sitting in one of the pubs enjoying a 
pint, Oxford Tourist Information is on 
01865 726871. 

Europe: Go to Rituroscope (0171-499 
8049 for information) in September 
when it's less suffocated by ram paging 
schoolchildren, and enjoy its geometric 
bu ilding s, feats of aquatic sculpture 
and array of celluloid options without 
the hassle of the queues. Easily 
; reached from Poitiers, tins cinematic 
- and scientific theme park is definitely 
worth a visit in 1997. 

Worldwide: Visit South Africa m 
■ springtime. Flower lovers should head 
for Namaqualand in the north-east 
. comer of the Northern Cape. The 
valley floor gets submerged beneath a 
. covering of huge orange daisies, and 
the mountainsides are a mass of pinks, 
scarlets, blues and yellows. To find out 
where the blooms are nearer the time, 
call the Flower Hotline (00 27 21 
4183705). 

Other dates for your diary: 

27-5 October, Oktoberfest, Munich 

OCTOBER 

.. 1 " 

-i Britain: Avoid the crowds and visit the 
<.:> V. island of Iona during the autumn. This 

■ - year marks the 1,400th anniversary of 

. j the death of St Colmnba here, so dating 

the summer months the place wiU 
- probably be heaving with people. For 

;; details of special St Cdumba events 

contact Oban Tourist Information 
. Centre 01631 563122. 

Europe: Gdansk celebrates its 1,000th 
birthday this year. If you go to Poland 
s between April and November you can 
go along to one of the special arts, 
sports or philosophical events the 
town is planning. Alternatively, wait 
for the half-term break and go across 
for the official doting on 31 October. 
This year LOT the Polish airline 
• (0171-580 5037), is introducing direct 

flights from Gatwick to Krakdw five 
times a week, and from Manchester to 
Warsaw three times a week. For 
connecting flights to Gdansk it will 
save you around £50 each way if you 
buy your ticket when you arrive in 
•• -v-. v* ( ,v - Poland. Polish Iburist Information is 

on 0171-580 8811. 

Worldwide: If you venture across to 
Nepal in October, try to time this with 
Tihaar (known as Diwali in India) 
towards the end of the month - dates 
A 5 if I IQT have yet to be folly fixed. The “festival 

rlyOU Ji — of lights** lasts for five days, the third 
of which sees houses decked out with 
hundreds of candles and oil lamps in 
the hope of attracting Lakshmi, the 
. ’ goddess of wealth. The rest of the time 

animals are strewn with garlands and 
the children race round throwing 
firecrackers and giving tika, or 
blessings, to their siblings. If you've 
got the time, trek up in the 
Annapumas, get your fill of dhai boat 
in Bbaktapur, jump in the river at 
Bhfremnti and raft down the Sun Kosi 
before heading back to live it up for a 
while in Kathmandu. 

Other dates for your diary: 

2 Rash Hashanah (Jewish New Year) 
5758 

26 British Summer Time ends 


NOVEMBER 



Head east be In Hong Kong on 30 June for the hand-over to Chinese rule. The event will be noisy, dramatic and poignant. Worth arriving early to see the Dragon Boat Races in the harbour 


Britain: If you enjoyed Port Sunlight 
in July go for Saltaire, near Bradford, 
in November, another model village 


but this time based around Salt’s 
Mill. These days the mill (01274 
774993) houses three art galleries, 
including a permanent exhibition of 
works by David Hockney. On the way 
home, mid out whether Huddersfield 
really is set to take off as the new 
dubbing capital of the UK, with a 
night out at Babaionia in Beyond 
Beach Babylon, or go along to The 
Huddersfield Contemporary Music 
Festival (01484425082) between 19 
and 30 November. 

Europe; Autumn is a good time to 
visit Tuscany and Umbria. On 11 
November in Sigillo, near Perugia, 
take part in the San Martino Festival 
where the events centre around 
drinking lots of wine and eating 
chestnuts. The legend goes that 


Martino was travelling happily along 
on his horse when he galloped past a 
shivering beggar. Not one to turn 
away from the needy, the saint 
promptly gave the beggar his 
enormous cloak and since then the 
countryside has been shrouded in 
warmth for a few days each 
November. The festival is celebrated 
all over Italy but Sigillo. is the place to 
do it in style. While you’re there don’t 
miss the frescoes by a local, painter. 
Matt co da Gualdo, in the village 
church. The Italian Tourist Office is 
on 0171-408 1254. 

Worldwide: It is worth missrng the 50th 
anniversary celebrations for Indian 
independence (see August) and waiting 
until now. The climate is at its mildest at 
this time of year. 'Ey a romantic came! 


trek through the deserts of Rajasthan 
and plod out to the camel fair at 
Pushkar where traders race, parade and 
sell dromedaries in their chaotic 
thousands. Alternatively, go spotting 
kingfishers as you float downstream on 
a boat through Kuttanad in Kerala or 
spend a week imitating India's 
maharajas on a luxury train journey to 
the palaces, cities and monuments of 
Rajasthan. Invest in a copy of the Rough 
Guide to India and start planning a trip 
now or call the Indian Government 
Tourist Office (0171 437 3677) for 
advice. 

Other dates for your diary: 

27 Thanksgiving (USA) 

5 For Guy Fawkes night par 
excellence, head for Lewes, East 
Sussex 


DECEMBER 


Britain: Have a day out at the races 
on St Stephen’s Day (Boxing Day to 
the rest of Britain) at the Down Royal 
Racecourse, seven mites south of 
Belfast. This is also a big social event. 
The track has good facilities so if the 
weather’s bad you can watch the 
racing from behind the comfort of the 
bar’s windows. Tie it in with a trip to 
Dublin ami go on a literary pub crawl. 
The Irish Tourist Board is on 0171- 
493 3201. 

Europe: December is a good time to 
indulge in a trip to the Continent, 
especially when it involves sharing the 
journey with a crowd of Norwegian 
merrymakers. Color Line (0191-296 


1313) is running its usual festive offer 
of a Newcastle-Bcrgen mini-cruise at 
£70 per person (for four travelling). 
This includes B&B for three nights. 
Worldwide: Maximise your daylight 
quota for the year and make for the 
South Island of New Zealand on 
Midsummer's Day, 21 December. As 
you will sec from a new adventure 
travel series. Walker's World, which 
begins on Sky One on 4 January, the 
latest craze in New Zealand is 
-zorhing”. This is nothing to do with 
Greeks, but involves rolling down hills 
inside an inflatable plastic hall. For 
more details contact New Zealand 
Tourism Board. New Zealand House. 
Haymarkct, London SWiY 4TQ 
(0839 300900, a premium-rate 
number; fax 0171-839 S92W). 



something to declare 


Trouble spots 

Theft .threats around the world 

Belgium: After three 
Successf ul and one failed 
raid in which explosives were 
used to blow cash machines 
from their concrete 
mountings, operator Banksys 
said cashpoints in dangerous 
locations would be starved of 
cash. In one spectacular heist 
5 millio n Belgian francs 
($156,000) were stolen this 
week from a Banque 
Bruxelles Lambert cashpoint 
near Brussels. (Reuter) 

Iran: There have recently 
been a number of cases of 
tourists being asked for 

True or false 

Minimum check-in time for British wrable 

(economy) passengers is 2 hours - BA Worldwide Timetable 


identification by bogus 
policemen, who have then 
made off with the visitors 
wallet and currency. Keep 
passports separate from 
other valuables. (Foreign 
Office Travel Advice Unit) 

Tanzania: Incidents of 
mugging and theft are 
common, especially on 
public transport and ■ 
beaches. Food should not be 
accepted from strangers as it 
may be drugged. Armed car 
thefts occur fairly frequently. 
If approached by policemen 
asking for money for alleged 


Ftise, so long as you have 
taken the precaution of 
joining the British Airways 
Executive Club (free; call 
0345 222111). The Club’s 
latest magazine says 
“Executive Club members 
who hold a confirmed 


Bargain of 
the week 


and the Underground. ( The 
Rough Guide to England) 

Nigeria: Violent street crime 
and armed robberies are 
prevalent in Lagos and occur 
elsewhere in Nigeria. 
Harassment by policemen 
and soldiers is common 
throughout the country. 

Travel outside cities after 
dark is unsafe; even in 
dayfight aimed hold-ups 
occur. Visitors should arrange 
to be met at the airport and 
taken to their destination. 
(Foreign. Office Travel Advice 
Unit) 


offences, insist on 
identification before going 
to a police station to make 
any payments. (Foreign 
Office Travel Advice Unit) 

England: As with any 
country, the major towns of 
England have their 
dangerous spots, but these 
tend to be mner-dty housing 
estates where no tourist has 
any reason to be. The chief 
risk on England’s streets is 
pickpocketing, and there are 
some virtuoso villains at 
work in London, especially 
cm the big dropping streets 

Visitors’ book 

Olive’s Guest House, Atkinson, Dominica, West Indies (001 809 445 7521); 

£7.50 per person per night, plus meals 


Such is the competition on 
flights between London and 
Zurich - with British Airways, 
British Midland and Swissair 
- that few people need pay 
more than £99 plus tax on the 
route. Inter-Europe Travel 
(0171-630 51S8) has this fore, 
plus £18 tax, on British 
Midland until Easter, Lupus 
Travel (0171-306 3000) does 
better with a £99 fare on BA 
with only £17.10 added for 
tax. The “stay away Saturday 
night” restriction that applies 
to most cheap fares does not 
apply to all of these. 


booking will have their 
reservations held for up to 45 
minutes for long-haul flights 
and 30 minutes for short-haul 
destinations prior to 
departure time, as long as the 
reservation was made at least 
24 hours in advance.” 


:ry day is the most 
ade ~ 


Ever 

wonderful day I’ve ever 
had ... and then tomorrow 
starts and is more 
wonderful still - Kate . 
Sturgess, Oxfordshire 

Olive is the best cook on 


the island, and the best 
herbalist - Sissy Hiesmayr, 
Vienna 

The Garden of Eden, the 
food, the view and the 
knowledge of the island 
was greatly appreciated. 


PS: if ever in Canada, my 
home is your home - 
Erroll Huid, Calgary 

Parfait: bel emplacements, 
bon repas, bonne 
discussion - Noel Level, 
Grenoble, France 



THE INDEPENDENT; 

Early Spring in Djerba - 

'Land or the Lotas Eaters' 

7 Nights, Half Board - 
Depot 15th February ; £299 
Depart 22nd Februaiy t £849 



The island of lyerba. rituawri in die 
Gulf of Gabes off the southern coast 
of Tunisia, is an escapist's paradise 
of white sands i 

The bland has been referred to as 
"the land of the Lotus Eaters* since die time 
of Homer '5 Odyssey. Today the magic of Djerba 
stays much the same. Its dazzling beaches 
extend far a staggering 130 kSometres and its 
capital, Houmt Souk (which means market 
quarter in Arabic) Is a vtbrant maze of liny alleys, 
colourful markets and shaded squares with 
pleasant cafes and restaurants featuring exc el lent 
local cuisine. 

Call READER OFFERS on 0990133160 

Una awn 7 dm a wets. 9 BOm to ttLDOpn 
quoting taf. NTTS1, or ooraptett tt* capon md irtun to: 
hades Mho. RBrasuufi 954 Goktakt E*aC0im 
S« ho&dtar a spaded br tawim -m1& yob* am 


Stay at the luxury few star Hotel 
Itjexba Palace which ofts apadona 
armrnmodaflon and superb BietUttef 
todadlng indoor and outdoor pools, 
Turkish bath, fitness room, sports 
{facilities, a range of restaurants and 
evening entertainment 
The hotel has 20 acres of garden and 

c&ect access to the beach via a 300m 
waftway. 

Price Includes 7 nights half board 
accommodation, meet Sights from 
Gatwick to iyctba and airport 
transfers. Subject to avallabiHty. there 
is no supplement for single moms. 


Dease and dm detab of The todcpexkrtf Ejobt offer 
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TEL: 0171 293 2222 
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Overseas Travel 


Overseas Three! 



The Complete Escorted Tour Experience With Our VIP Local Departure 
Service Offered Free From Over 1100 UK Points On All Dates! 

Now booking through October 1900 to November 1997. 


IB MAGICAL "m Anyone who knows California also knows that one of 
I1ATC FRflM HI \ to® g*® 2168 * Rories is its Pacific coastline. Who is 
UAYO inUm | ^ ever likely to forget the stunning vistas as one 

, DNIY £805* \ approaches Santa Barbara, rugged Big Sur 

\ \ with its shoreline road coiling snakelike 
Q / v - * around the diffitide, or the 

□ \ / millionaires 1 playground and 

IKS f! Padficside golf coarse of 17 Mile 
n r r *~- Drire? A number of tours claiming 
WSa- to be ‘die best of the West’ leave 
8IWW>ffiSBB8jSpa r:- .. out afi or some of this. Others omit 
San Diego, with its lush parklands and glorious harbourside setting. But with 
Titan’s unrivalled knowledge of California, you can enjoy the full experience 
dot has captivated so many thousands of our cheats over the years. 

♦ Experience some of Amedeos most 
exciting and beautiful cities, induing 
LosAngries, San Fiandsco, San Diego 
and Las Vegas. 


NEVADA 

LABVEOA 




and through ’Western' style 
desen landscapes, Oak Creek Canyon, die 
Sierra Nevada and great national paridand. 

♦ Chance to explore sunting Yosemite National 
Paris, boasting perhaps the finest natural scenery 
in tbe USA ana to stand up against the 3000 year 
old pant Redwood trees. 

♦WeBstaaed holds, wahexcefleni bedrooms 
and en-atite bathrooms. 


ourcotnpHmems). Starring 

ai Anaheim, ctoett the park entrance, 

Drive 10 die rim of die Grand Canyon, one of the jou can enjoy die annctkudiroqgboBtthe dayby 

wxfcfis most incredible natural waders. taking advantage of yonr mufaiple-eniiy ticket, 

Tbur of HoSywood, inducting Sunset Booteranl using the courtesy bus that nms to and fro hooriy 

and Mann's Chinese Theatre. between your hotel and (be park. 


CALIFORNIA’S SUNSHINE COAST - 12 days from £745* 

♦ The nights to retain die idyllic setting of San ♦ Overnight at the kwriy seaside resort of Monterey; 

Diego's harbour; host to tire world yachting where scab and otters disport alongside the 

lhtten% in the Clarion Hotel kicausd dose to tbe attractive idee Wbtisit beautiful Carmel and 

fashionable Gariamp Quarter, ideal for San journey along the celebrated 17 MOe Drive. 

Dicgot many attndions, from Sea Wbdd to the ♦ Three nights to enjoy the fine HoBday Inn Golden 

Spmish Quarter to tbe world* most famous zoo. Gateway overiookingpeerless San Fnndsoo srtih 

♦Thkbtg the HgSUr coastal route to San Shneon, its characterful bJgriipper streets mid fascinating 

wetom-themagnfflcendyoigrageousIfeaistCasde harbour views, Bne buildings, colourful Chinese 

andsayorcndghtfflibeQuHbtylnnHQteL Quarter, sumptuous central shopping area and 

wonderM choice of entertainment. 

I Our Service Makes a World of Difference! . 


RELAX FTOH THE STORTWIti OUR UNWUE 
as VP LOCAL DBytRTURE SERVICE 
EivytwIkiiuyctowhi^MnMuniofflndcnaidtous 
amtog to your daparkra airport in nr upan modwn 
wtad«.BaauaViayaMiamaxlnwn<]r«ignpBsiangm 
in arim-dar carton. your dract mm Imobwimlnhun 
al *lop*.Mxj and bade, your luggage tdwi caraot, and 
ton to ar|oy you Mdq knowing aw Han tom of airport 
M wtt to tn id giat you 

OR CHOOSE OUR SHUTTLE SBMCE 
tammaimhatoflur kxai dgpartaMntoaw* am 
pMaMdabatfatooAroomactognghtifcamJnaK 

O mmaa s hht O to gwn Ednfaurgh. Abwriawv k to nwM, 
I H i lOto U ftymoun N—w and Ito n tf w tor. 


OUR AflPORT SERVICE- Our atportstf an at to 
LonitotBni*Mtelna wat iiiWialohw»ti Miai i Hui ii au aan(l 
daw you to Ttan tampon on your ream to rauiy haa 
ourowicbad^fMlormaxnuTispoadarnaRtiancy. 
TOP SCHEDULED AIRUNES- WA usaa*idttUxJ 
tights w»i to wortdk taedng Brims. 

OUR HOTELS - Among to ba« tor tacaiion and contort 
OUR TOUR MANAGS1S - Rtadyi HonoAa aid on 
aril 24 houn a thy tor your oomptota pave of raind 

OUR COACHES -Contortofe modem, air conAanatl 
coaching OvougbouL 

OURITWBiARES-QwBdlyiisiahBrtahtMHin 
nM po mMnguj canmsniarM) induang h to prtet M 
raaior ttacUona and NgMiMing tarn. 



RUT 


British 
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ROUS JOURNEYS 


The Best Value 

worldwide. 
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• Ci*ni;:rL‘!ii!ir.ivi; orr.'- ii r.iuiti • trip cev.-r from £75 ptryco 

• Oniqu” irr;>i sorvkvts. 

• Oil us £■. hours a .{nv- 305 djvj. a vc-o. p . 
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Brochure; Line: 
0181 742 3049 _ 
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Join a 
small group 
holiday off the 
beaten track... 

is 01420 541007 


! r.tv . . \iK >’i>: iit (DIN). 

L ^ 1.7 Turk St. Alioa. 
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WALK WITH WAYMARK 


The finest camping & 

MOBILE HOME HOLIDAYS IN 

Europe - from £304* 

• 98 sires with pools, wat m h u ces. bars 
and restaurants just like a horcL 


Our own cxdusm mobile homes and 
spacious 4-bedroom Supertents. 


• Save over £100 with our special P&O 
ferry offer plus a £50 on-boaxd vouch 

Cil radii far i Imhn I/CVl^A Ul 

0181 395 8565 

24 hum * Pkw quote IN 53 
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CE5 Travel Worldwide 
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@114 275 7500J 
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Luxury Mobile Home Holidays 
in beautiful Brittany & Western France 


** 4 Children Travel Free ** 


MATTHEWS HOLIDAYS 

Bahopsmead Parade, East Horsley, Surrey KT24 6RP 
Telephone: 01483 284044 ABIAV2927 


VU 1 A HOLIDAYS l\ FRANCE 
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RING (0990) 143681 

QUOTE UFi F08S 
Or write US Dept F098, A 
Vkaaoeaen Ompegoe, 

Piilfaoruuah, /♦ 

W Sastcx 
BK20 IQD. 


SOFTIES 

A unique view of 
rural Franca from a 
bicycle. Quality 
acc ommodation. 
Meals to remember 




/ 017687 73966 
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The Nile Bike Ride 

in aid of Mencap 


The experience of a lifetime. 500km bike ride, 
Luxor-Aswan-Luxor. Cyde by day, nights on 
a Nile Cruise Boat Fantastic sightseeing. 

limited places available. . 

Ibr move details c*h now 0645 7777T9 
Or write to: NDe Bike Ride. Mencap. 
FREEPOST. London ECTBfTW: 


Piaait quota Raft N8R1- 

Hag. Owiqr Noe22Z377 f 




Cycling & 
ThUngHcBday* 

U I« w >H tom awmah b «y <M 
Pavww a aw ndi fwml Hind 
plefeM M* HcjelM pmdiWd. 

I m w to in yoi ii 
Bndnn bom 1 Bate Bk^de 
• AWUttngTotnflN) 

TfM BbM Close, OMon. LmSok. 
ShrapsHio.SYB4HN Q 

Mb 01568780800 H 
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Chez Nous '97 




THE INDEPENDENT 

Nsmpcpsr PubSshng pte 
ragrMs tot aRhough aray 
raasonSM pracautan « tabw, 
no rvaponsfettiy can b* 
accaptad lor nghB andtor 

mbTBnwSDOn OTW 

ttBough Umm caham. or any 
IMC anting thatafnm. Rsadn 
araadvttadwiatoai 
naoaaaanr oncauHona baton 
artering Wo any bawl 
■nanganarte - 


8.W. Frano*. OuaUr vOn & cot* 
isgss. rasny wldi poota. Country- 
atda ■ nr baadws. FiancophBa ■ 
Bondatf. 015304 31880 
FRENCH Canal SuB-dr *-12 both 
Pau to hattaa lr 21 baaaa war 
Franca. Bracri !r Frandi Country 
CiuMw. 01672 821330 AITOT 
ATOL 

SW FRANCE Fannhousaa wUh 
pools. 1km al Gsmnm A La 
Baam. 019S* 281431 . AHO ABTX 


Traditional farmhouses, 
rilJas apartments in 
Italy's premia regions. 
FREE COLOUR MOCHUU 

RING (0990) 141683 

QUOTl 1040 Or mu to: 
thaaalnkaha. Dept 1060, 
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ITALY 






CitaUa 

TkcfnrlincIhlrmVrifrff 


nimsdimmiamr 
New t997 Brvdtare. ' 

amebanfiwSenSB 

01235 824354 

auumi «nun usuao 


CAREFREE 

ITALY 
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Greek 

Islands Club 

Villa and bond boGdays 
for those wi» expect 

privacy, Cumfon, per- 
sonal soixt and beauti- 
ful p irw uimljn w For ^ 

btwhure tdepbooc 

0193 2 220477 

lwpdBwww.adLCo.iifc/villu/ 
VBiCriwHtemLaJ 
AMAVttfi /iTqli 4R *rro 
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here were times when I 
wondered whether 
booking into a pension 




Children come first a new Austrian hotel is one of many to offer snowman-building, sleigh-rides and other distractions for youngsters 

Making it a doddle 
for guests who toddle 

Adrian Bridge tries to take the strain out of a family break 


with children under the ageof 
five was such a good idea. ' : 

Six in the morning on 1 
January, was one of them. 
Having danced in the New 
Year to ttie atraW of- 
Scrauss's •‘Blue Danube" 
(well, the pension wbj in Aus- 
tria) and washed it all down 
with a beady mixture of Ciah- 
won, schnapps and bubbly, 
the last thing ! really wanted 
was to be woken by a chorus- 
of howling toddlers - even if 
two of them were my own.. 

Xater, bleary-eyed at ther 
breakfast table, I noticed that 
Tizian, a stbcky Ettie boy with 
a penchant for growling, and ■ 
lashing out at everyone 'in: 
sight, was about to lay into ray 
two-year-old son. I was. 
reminded of Jean-Panl Sartre’s ‘ 
famous tine: “Hell is other 
people.” Only he didn’t get it 
■quite .-tight. Hell is other' 
people’s chfldrea 

Tbe Bergfried “Baby- 
pension” just outside the 
medieval town of GmOnd, on 
.the road between Salzburg 
and Klagenfurt, is one of the 
growing number in Austria' 
that are. aimed at young fam- 
ilies. "With a child Of their own 
already (and another clearly 
on the way), its proprietors, 
Horst and Andrea, were 

entfwith small children really 
need. Bases such as cots, pot- 
ties, high chairs and bottle- 
warmers Were an automatic 
part of the service. A colour- 
ful playroom, heated pad- 
dling pool and plates sporting 
the Uon King motif were nice 
extras. On top of that, there 
was plenty of organised out- 
door activity: for those with 
children out of nappies, skiing 
at the nearfay resort of 
Innerkrems; for the rest, 
snowman building, sleigh- 
riding and torcb-iit treks 
through striking pine forests. 

Having already experienced 
several less than stress-free 
“holidays” with our two (ages 
two and four), it seemed like 
an idea worth exploring Ttz- 
ian apart, having other child- 
ren around was bound to make 
life easier. And if ours did start 
playing up - the inevitable 
temper tantrums here, spilling 


drinks and shoutmg loudly 
there - what would it matter: - 
sowould everybody eise’s. 

A good case in pcmawneal- 
tnnes. Although occasionally 
we attempt to dine . out. en 
familk, it rarely gets beyond a 
single course and a single glass 
of wine and frequently cuds in 
a harried exit, with apologetic 
looks all round. Here, we 
could relax. When the children . 
were through, they could run . 
wild - and be in good com- 
pany- ... 

Perhaps not surpriringty r the 
overwhelming majority of the 
Bergfried’s guests are <3cr- 
. man: thirtysomething couples- 
from Dortmund and Hanover 
who bum down the autobahns 
with their tittle Janinas and 
Florians to spend a. week 
recharging the batteries in a 
classic Alpine setting! 

Many who were there in the 
first week of January bad 
returned for the second, third 
and even fourth time, dear 
converts to the cause (or to 
Horst’s Wurzn, root- based 
home brew - something 
.which, in his thick Austrian 
accent, he insisted was purely 
“medicinal”). 

That, coupled with the foci 
that we were only 10 families 
anyway, made for a genuinely 
intimate atmosphere. With so 
much in common, it was easy 
for us to break the ice. The 
' obvious drawback was that 
much of the conversation was 
centred on our respective off- 
spring - and, even worse, as 
the week progressed, cm their 
little coughs and colds and 
other, less savoury ailments. 

The Bergfricd was one of 
die trail-blazers in what has 
dearly become a lucrative part 
of the Austrian holiday mar- 
ket. When it opened up in 
1984 there were hardly any 
such establishments. Such has 
. been their success that today 
there are more than 80. 

Nowhere is the trend more 
marked than around Gmund 
itself, in the Liesar and Malta 
valley - otherwise known as 
the “Valley of the Baby 
Hotels” (clearly Austria’s 
answer to the \faliey of the 
Dolls). 

You know you have arrived 
when, a few miles along the 
road going south from Gmund 
you are suddenly confronted 
by a gigantic model of a 


dummy alongside a «gn 
announcing that Ihis is Jtl- 
besing - “Europe's 1st Baby 

Village”. . 

What this means an practice 
is an entire complex boasting 
a host of child- and tiddler, 
friendly hotels and /‘"icing 
houses, a special “Nappy Wan- 
dcrers' Way" (buggies v-cJ- 

corae), a mini-farm and Ford 

Baby City”, a mock Anwneui 
Indian village where the child- 
ren can play at being cowboys. 

The Trebesing village was 
the brainchild of Siegfried 
Neuschitzer, who tags the w<» 
came to him in the early Eight- 
ies after friends with very 
young children complained 
that they were being treated 
like second-class citizens wher- 
ever they went. From modest 
beginnings, this concept has 
grown. Recent refinements 
include ski school for two- 
year-olds (nose-wiping thrown 
in), and mountain climbing 
with nappy change at the sum- 
mit (presumably an optional 
extra). 

Back at the Bergfricd. the 
general consensus was that 
one could probably take this 
baby business a bit too seri- 
ously, and that in the bigger 
establishments there was a 
tendency to over-organise. As 
we gathered at the bar when 
the children were safely asleep 
(but, of course, monitored 
through the computerised 
baby alarm system), we agreed 
that the most relaxing thing 
about the whole experience 
was simply being in a tolerant 
atmosphere. 

And for all the wonderful 
facilities, toys and fun-type 
activities, there was equally a 
consensus that, with ail our 
children still under the age of 
five, the earliest any of us 
could look forward to some- 
thing approaching a real holi- 
day would probably be about 
the year 2010. 

For more information on baby 
and family hotels in Austria . 
contact: Kinderhotels 0 stare - 
ich, Postfach 10 i .4-P580 17/- 
lachlDrobolIach (00-43-4254- 
4411); Bergfricd Babypensinn, 
A-9S53 Gmund, Trejfcnboden 
13 (00-43-4732-21471 Prices 
per person per week start at 
about £300 - and there is no 
charge for children under six 
years old. 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 
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Portugal 


PORTUGUESE 


QuBiy «Uka oioog tfce 
■nsgnilksnt ruttOm. sum) j 


ratreels wt bribe heart ef HM 


Ws«* propertas! taw pools. 
AJLGAJIWE 

MMHO SINTRA MSdEJO 
VJ Hunbatt Road. London WG BOH 

•Run* m OTimewn Mrarw 


0171-385 4775 


fcc Ac WmlR Timrihr l 


SIMPLY 

-^/niruisral 


TnS) KGneol wlb> pooh. 
{John- mart tract ad kVOUA 
kart* m* fnuln Jl «« flu* 
Moutnuf FkxAfc 
'Viudnnt? kfahMndcitjr 
*nta. |*» Mm 

punt ad ptaMfr^hy wd> 

0181 995 9323 

•anniK nunim 


BAN BARA READ VILLA RENTALS 
Specialist In lapaePrefci Qa Lie 
arm 01 535 05302141170032808 
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Portugal 


Hobdsr properties ihrmigfraal 
Uk uom deUKhifn] 

Bitss of tWlAgaL 
FREE COLOUR 
BROCHURE 
BING 

(099SI1UCU 
woninnit 


9* 


VINTAGE PORTUGAL Cottages 
wWi pools in umpoK North. Tel. 
01854 281431. ATOLZ787AITO 
SUNV1L DISCOVERY. Hart* Ity- 
Ortvn north to south. Character 
BB Pwjsadee, Honor Houses. 
Plus Azores. Madeira. 01 B 1-847 
474B ATTO ATOLB08. 

SUNVn. DISCOVERY. The Asms. 
WUssLmostttaxaile range toads 
shaming ardtipataao. Whale 
■ratcNng. 0181-847 4748 ATTO 
ATOUJOO. 


Spain 


minBCU' 


r^SPAUS 

Traclitiotuil 
farm houses, COltucct>, 
apartments and 
village houses In 
count rvsidc Spain 
and I’brtugaJ- 
Many with pool. 
FREE COLOUR BROCHURE 
BING (0990) 1 43082 
QI’UTE REF ESO» 
(Irwrllir to. 

Indteidul Traveller, Spsla, 
IV; pi. ESOW. Ulftnor. 
■■albnraasfa. V. Svwi 
RUSS 


MOUNT AIMS OF SPAIN. Pyrame*. 
Andalusia. S/c. intend Spain, 
Country Guest Houbm. Eco-LMra 
(01 71) 732 1 108. ATOL 4004- 

VINTAGE SPAM. Country houses 
WHh pods In umpcOI areas ol 
Calelunye. Andsluda 5 Uaflarea. 
01954 201431 AITO ATOL Z7B7 

GRANADA Alhambra 10 mto». uaa 
1 hr. BAB CIS pppn. 01865 
25083a 


Caribbean 


BARBADOS WEST COAST. 1 A 2 
bodroomed acconodauwi 
phone.1wOI2Sa 838152. 


Far East 


SUNVIL DISCOVERY. Thafland. 
Vietnam. WgMy nadble lours and 
Ofltrlm (Of MMduafe. 0181-847 
4748 AfTO ATOLBOR 


South America 


SUNVIL DISCOVERY. Goa Wca. 
Guatamele+Cuta add-ons. 
HigMy ItoiiMe IndMdusi tours A 
Hydiisea Juttple lodges, nature 
reserves. 0181-847 4748 AITO 
ATOL808. 



{ UnsptiU Catalonia ’I 

SPAIN 

Quality 'Bas 

Apts, & Hotels. OH 


ANDALUCIA Edronadura. Castfflo 

La Mancha. DWRictlve a exedp- 
Hqnol coi-ery propsrtlea wfth prt- 

wBo pools ktexNnsM ground* fei 
wonderful rural locations, ffios 
Trowel 01403 2SS7B8 124 hrs) 
A8TA ATOL 1452 AITO. 


USA 


NEW 

ENGLAND 

co'Jntrv no 


A superb collection of 
coastal, lakeside & inland 
properties throughout 

New England. 

FREE 132 PAGE BROCHURE 
CALL 

(0990) 143686 <24 Hid 
Quote ReL N3SS. 


NEW ENGLAND - Cep4 Cod and 
Vermont Supera ferny resort* 
and private housoe. U rt H gawaMr 
Travel ABTA V7278. Braeh 0181 
OT87B4 


Tbrkey 


V 


ct.o. holidays ltd. 


WINTER SUNSHINE IN 
ANTALYA! 

BEAT THE COLO AND HAVE SOME FUN IN THE SUN 
THIS WINTER! SPECIAL OFFERS TO SUNNY ANTALYA 
IN LUXURIOUS FOUR STAR HOTR ASWEli AS FREE 
TOURS AND CAR HIRE NOW AVAILABLE 

NORTHERN CYPRUS 

VISIT “THE CORNER OF EARTH TOUCHED BY HEAVEN" 
WITH C.TA HOLIDAYS FOR A TRULY 
UNFORGETTABLE HOLIDAY IN A WARM, HOSPITABLE 
AND BEAUTIFUL ISLAND. SEASONAL SPECIAL OFFERS, 
FRE CAR HIRE AND FRE TOURS NOW AVAILABLE! 
NEW 96/97 BROCHURE OUT NOW! 
CAUL US FOR YOUR COPY. 
C.TJV, HOLIDAYS 
0171 839 4922 

ABTAV3370 ATOLIOOOB 



Dnc.ntr I itefi-htfslljr Mnai 
Twtcj. jnj, from tic aarv^rejn. 
»uti mr anrqnc nnpc ol raral 
vi!l». xrnli rnol, oed 
rncodll butch. Pin our flmUric 
'Wunfennc 1 proj irau mc. ifrciil 
metm buMdyi. pdd cnMe ud 

laaabsl Jty batskt 
0181 995 9525 
bbvi® neci «2 ura 


Don't forget 
; to mention the. 

Independent : - 
when replying to 
adverts 


Africa 



STAY S.A. 


Putting Hie Choice 
Back into Travelling' 

TOURS * SELF-DRIVE ■ EXCURSIONS 
SPECIAL INTEREST TOURS 
ACCOMMODATION ■ CAR HIRE 


FLIGHTS 


call the 



experts 

1181 9S1 430D 


8UKWL DISCOVERY, Southern 
Africa me. Namibia, Botswana 
Zbmfata. ZbnfeatMw, the Cape. Tat 
tornado trios lor IndMtftaafa- the 
moat flexible Unc. 0181-8474748 
WTO ATOLBOR, 


IfyOLi svish to advertise 
in this seetwa phraae 
telephone the Travel 
Tram on 0171 293 2223 


Activity Holidays 


CMUMM'S SUMMB CAMPS 





far CHUOBEN & TE&4AGS5 

Fun A Advtnfura 
Ending A c f iv i li u* 
17 Ycms' Expariance 
Stgwb Fo dMn 
Ba e ur ted Tnrvol 
tsp er i c m e U Supeo iito n 
Day & RnidertfiiJ Adnstfuni 
Hofcderys in London, 
Wbraatedhire, StaBorihirt, 
NorfcA & nx»ioe__ 

r'iMiTwiw*] 

! Book l ChHd hr 2S& f* i 
i Be pet 1 anUfWKk EBEEt \ 

1 -a. j 


i Mwi ora 


Tel: 01 71 724 2233 
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BHOCHimi NOW OUT a 

NEW best ever brochure* 
hot off the prese. Don’t m 
delay- phone now! • 


lobes. Ddra. Nerdi YM Nw, 
1 PtA Knrtct, • 

i SofKA. Doras, Wm Ceouiji • 
, ScwBMra Irdaod m 


01756 702200 


English Country 
Cottages 

An unuvuled 
choice in EogLudS 
laeelirM mu. 
Free 444 page 
colour biochsit. 
Kino 

(0M551 852222 
QUOTEBM4 CMHej 



| Holidays Afloat UK | 


BEAUTIFUL WATERWAY; Sumy/ 
HSR Luk base. (piKSB) 703691 . 
BRfTAWS BST Sdf DlM ftoiRM- 
bos Holidays. Widest choice. 
Petf w wn very we l co me. Tea 
01905 726825. 


If you 
wish to 
advertise in 
this section 
please 

telephone the 
Travel Team 
on 

01712932222 


Devon & Cornwall 


COTTAGE 

HOLIDAYS 


bptmnctjuibge 
OBRlraHK Storied 

onUMiuy 
bn£nK. i/ 
SgpmtalHllKi. 
EngOdiTouisi 


• : 01326 S 64992 " 

- 01326 673303 


DeVOW CONNECTION, Luxury 
Bams. poot. bar. Tar 01548M0884 

CORNISH WELCOME COTTAGES. 
Hut ofl dw pisae new 1987 beet 
ever cotow brochure. Phone 

nowU 01788 7UZ201 

W/END RETREAT SALCOHBE. 
Ctwy Coach H toe U/tlrCH. WA 
Stove. 4. Pentaa Court has 
and Lodge. S Ip* frzn. 01580 
242409. 

CORNWALL AND DEVON 300 cot- 
tape* throughout. (01752) 
280711. 


East Anglia 


AUAZMG VALUE East Antfla «*■ 
topes. New 52 pape colour 
biochura. TeL (01756) 702240. 


Ireland 


Country Cottages 
in Ir etamd 

K MAGICAL choice of 
delightful holiday 
properties in Kerry, 
Cork, Clare & Galway. 
Free full colour brochure. 
RING (0990) 85)166 
Quote gim (24 Hn> 

OvWwreTu: 

Cuuvm Cinrwu m Duxam,. 

Dm CTO. RO. Bm IA 
twi Srauteu Luczsnx ui in. 



IRISH COUNTRY HoUdaya - the 
premar chotoa. Over 300 IndMd- 
ud craraps*, FanrfMusas HoMs, 
R .Shannon Cruising and Gypsy 
Caravans an taflwhfgfwstalan- 
(teds Many wofewne pets 
Phone 0T 502580688 (24 hours) 
JOYCES IRELAND; Unique nUu 
hoMays Dtoeovar the ridden 
teal. T« 01054823017 


| The Lake Diatrict 


WLLTHWAITE HOUSE Wto d er u iMB 
Thorabarrotr Read, ovartooMna 
toks Afl COMM ensube (soma wtoi 
Jeeixed bathe) BatoOto TV, we- 
mMrig, Sauns Tyto Stoam Roen 
and he*M inttoor poto sotey lor 
our pueatt' uae. 2 nights. 5 course 
Dhuwr B«B tocLVAT only EM, 3 
niglin only Cl 30. Brochure 
015 3P4 438 38. 

LAKE DtSTmCT WBJCOKE COT- 
TAGES . Hot off 8 m pitas new 
1807 beat ever colour, brochure. 
Pham nowil 01738 702208 

EDEN . An oatie at peace in the 
hewn ol 2 Mttona! puke 
(Lakas/Datas). Rea 03 papa 
accommodaban guide. Edan 
Tourism. 01771 822214 (2«w) 


The Peak District 


PEAK DISTRICT. Beautiful con- 
verted barn, sleep* 4. Wood- 
burner. C/H. 1st year odor from 
£150ftric. Wendt nsgodable. 
0129884519 


U&tiOtUjl M | 

.-4A 


Cornish ‘Traditional 
Cottages 

Sdf-catenng 
cottages 
on both coasts 
of Cornwall and oo SdBy 
SarfftryaH FACE fcw tot 
iod«y or y*«< 01208 B735B9 

LOSTWITHIEL CORNWALL PUIIHT 


CORNWALL TRADmaNAL Cl 7th 
cattoaSB on peaadul term, em 
Port buac and baachea, Horn 
cHng end oycBnp svNL Tel 01208 


About tbaa you had a break? WeB 
tookmfunhsr. Weheve uverioo 
daOghtful character ootttpea In 
kfync unspott areaa of Devon. 
Call Toad Hail Cotepea 01548 
853068 

FR££ COLOUR GUIDE to the 500 
ban value canapes hi Devon 
(01271)78322. 

DEVON A SOMERSET SpeCtoBats. 
Choose from over 500 cottogea. 
01282 445728 02) 


Ireland 


cnniEiounn 

idue ctoffR iWteR ki CM 
(ery.UnrkxiteBaT.04ra c*oy. 
OgaPcntga 

7 ngK tarywaavirt*! fasn 
£220 Or saw cripto stop 

01756 702241 



Qtattty 


■fiarfamffles 
Coupfes 
\ Groups 

TeUFax 00 353 95 44307 

Wrttt: OCC, Clapgan, 

Co, Galwsy, hsUnd 


SHAMROCK COTTAGES, 286 
•elect individual cottages to 
soparti locations. Disc Fares. 
AITO. Cotaur Brochure. 01822 
881 060 

SHAMROCK Oonapas, 286 aalact 
iraMduai ototopaa to w*ert» loca- 
booa. Disc Fares. ATTO. Col Bro 
01823 881080 

CONNEMARA OO. GALWAY 
Cashel House Hotel • Gardens 
Heapurant and RfrOng StoWea. 
Tab (00353) K310O1. Fax 31 077. 


Northumbria 


SUPSM COTTAGES. Norttembrla, 
Watoa, YortaNre A StaapsiWo. 
SytesCtatoBM (012*4) 345700. 
BAMBURGH Lraga house overtook- 
top carte, Qro-flM per. 5 Key 
OMWiendadL Weekend breaks. 
Telephone <W91) 2328058 


Y ork Dato a^SS, Paata. Sykes 
Collages O1SW34S70O. 


THE INDEPENDENT 

Nowpapar Pubiaiimg pic 
repots mat aWwtiflhawty 
reasoftabto prscauBon ks taken, 
' noreaponaBrtfycanba 
ttnaptodtorffighl* andtor 
aaMramocKdtoi aflgrad 
Orough #1088 columns, or any 

toss arising marafrem. Roadata 

are advised to take a! 

/weasaaty precautions taftm . 
•fflBrtnfl tom any travel 
BtransemantB. 



Vnlocb a 
cottage in 
Scotian# 

Exceptional Holiday 
properties in the 
most beautiful areas 
of ScodauL Prom 
stone-built cottages 
and gamekeepers’ 
lodges to Historic 
mansions and grand 
ancestral homes. 
FREE 

84 PAGE COLOUR 
BROCHURE 

RING (0990) 851133 
QUOTE SI 66 (24 Hrs) 
Oa Writb 

. Cowm Cottages 
In Soon and. Dht. SI 66, 
P.O. Box 18, EAM-SnnaON, 
LQGESTU LEV 1ST. 



and hones 
andGaltowy 

ffifFQR57-UfflGESKTHESEA 

fmCOLOOKBROCHCaa 
^ ORTHOHSOnBCO. 

27 Nnq teed. Lade QaatekDQ IAB 


SCOTLAND'S WELCOME COT- 
TAGES . Net oft Dm press new 
1987 beat aver colour brochure. 
Phone omril 01758 702213 

SCOTLAND SpactoHats. Choose 
bon over 640 eottapaa. 01282 
446728 ILNH127) 

NW SUTHERLAND. CnR 
by the see from CTIOpw. 
Sip* 7/9. 01507 


Pto WrScBBand.comt.ift cotta, 
ftoto waL CoL brorfL 017W 


SCOTLAND SpaefeM*. Choose 
bom ouar B40 eefepae. D12B2 
445728 (LNH107) 


Shropshirfe 1 


ABSOLUTELY FABULOUS £*0r- 
ptan country hortte M pw fe Hca, 
near Ludtow. 3«gta break* feom 
£75. Ootour BroeK 01584 823900 


Wales 


] 


Coastal Cottages 

of Pembrokeshire 
Choose {tom one amazing collection 
of over 400 luxury cotUges, castles and even 
a lighthouse for your family holiday this year. 
A very special welcome 
far children and pets- 


Tel ; 01437 765763 or 01S34 $44122 



WALES 


toatoraRcnM. MBsaWnliays 
af Mstefc Wafts. WB war 415 
g ccnagra to dunes tea. 
auuwnriM 

LOUHtXy . nesBiw 

Hdidays 


01282 445729 


Welsh Country 
Cottages 

An unrivalled choice 
in the best iku of Wales. 
£Z, 6* page 

colour broefauiv. 
RlAC (0996) 811122 
QUOTE*! 82 



BRECON BEACONS/ 
BLACK MOUNTAINS 
NATIONAL PARK 

Over 100 seif aiming attsga, 
some sleep up lo 30. Many less, 
than £250 per week hi^i season J 

01874 676446 


SNOWDONIA COASTLINE. Ltoyo 
pannlnsuto. CaaMri end cuaiby 

. cottogea and temhousae. Nafyn 
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At our 10th birthday 
this year there was 
perhaps one thing to 
celebrate above all 
others.- the quality of 
our pictures. 

No paper has been 
associated with high- 
quality photography 
more than The 
Independent and 1996 
has been no exception, 
as this selection of 
some of the best proves. 
From the stark image of 
a young victim of the 
Afghan civil war lying in 
hospital, to the 
roistering charge of the 
Household Cavalry in 
rehearsal, to a bull's 


IMAGES OF WAR, 


blissful moment during 
the Royal Show in West 
Sussex, it is an. eclectic 
selection which' proves 
that we are not only on 
the spot when it comes 
to the big event, but are 
there to record it with 
sensitivity and wit. 

Tom Pilston, who took 
the picture of the 
Afghan victim, is this 
year’s winner of the 
Nikon Features 
Photographer of the 
Year award. Two others, 
David Rose and David 
Sandison, also won 
awards. 
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a year in pictures 





OCTOBER Awaiting evicti c»: 23-year-oM Swampy who dug Wmself into a berth 50ft underground to try 
to prevent construction of the Exeter-Honlton road scheme In Devon Photograph: Tom Pitaton 
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k i LaHna from the Joffirey Ballet Company dances with verve and grace to the music of Prince at 
AUGUST Just for Kicks: a ballenna from tne joi v-v ^ Photograph: Laurie Lewis 

London’s Royal Festival Hall 


JUIY Victory is a gasp away: Steve Smith makes his final Jump during the Olympic Games in Atlanta to 
take a bronze medal for Britain Photograph: David Ashdown 
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Vision of true progress 


Anna Pavord on the legacy of a year’s planting 


T he future in one's own gar- 
den is always more interest- 
ing 10 think about than the 
past. Planting trees and 
shrubs in the still, suspended days 
around Christmas gave me the 
pleasant illusion that we have made 
progress this year. Of course, I 
learnt king ago that the trick in the 
garden is to look, like a blinkered 
horse, onh’ in certain directions. 

The path through the pergola is 
a usefully soothing view, now that 
the leaves have been raked up. 
This is tunnel vision to a T- pro- 
vided I go down to the seeond pair 
of posts before opening my eyes. If 
] don't, it's difficult not to see that 
these posts are listing determinedly 
ro the right. That is a legacy of the 
autumn gales. 

And the bottom border in the 
kitchen garden can bear looking at 
too. cleared of the tomatoes that I 
was still picking at the end of 
November. It is thickly blanketed 
now with the richest, darkest muck 
I've been able to get my hands on 
for a long while. 

Some areas of the bank where we 
first planted now need a complete 
overhaul. Comfrey, spotty-leaved 
puhnonaria and cmnesbills. put in to 
cover the ground instead of docks 
and nettles, have done their work 
almost too well. They have swamped 
less aggressive neighbours, the com- 
frey rolling like a lava wave over 
spurges and dew lilies, artemisias and 
woodruff. 

But there are masses of bulbs in 
there too. so Til leave the job of 
clearing out comfrey until the spring, 
when what's underground now will 
he above ground and easier to see. 

The arrival of the new trees and 
shrubs has given me a cast-iron 
excuse to abandon routine dearing- 


up jobs and get planting. The star 
of the newcomers is Magnolia 


of the newcomers is Magnolia 
m ilsonii. Why did I want it? Some- 
times, in the six-month interval 
between order and delivery, I for- 
get why I wanted a plant. Not with 
this one, though. I saw it at Caer- 
hays in Cornwall in late spring 
when the rich, fruity smell of its 
white flowers spread in a cloud all 


around it. I looked it up when I got 
home and discovered that unlike 


home and discovered that unlike 
other magnolias I've fallen in love 
with -M campbeUii, MUUiflora, M 
souiangeana - this one had a fight- 
ing chance of succeeding in our soiL 
The others like a billet more add 
than we can provide. 

The best known magnolias have 
flowers that sit upright like candles 
on the branches. But the pure white 
petals of M wilsoniCs flowers hang 
down to enclose a ring of shocking 
red stamens. At first sight the flower 
seems archetypally chaste and pure. 
When you get close, you see it is a 
sexpot The nub in the centre of the 
stamens develops into a fruit, a buff 
pink colour in October. 

It's named after the plant hunter 
Ernest Wilson, who introduced it 
into this country from China in 
1908. It was. wrote Wilson, “quite a 
common shrub in the woods of 
western Szechwan, especially 
around the town ofThchicn-Lu". He 
found it growing high, between 
7,000 anil RJSOQft, often on the 


edges of woods or along mountain 
streams, and sent seeds of it home 
to James Veitcb’s famous nursery. 

It can make 2ft of growth a year, 
if it is suited. The pale bark on the 
newest twigs of my specimen shows 
that it grew all of that last year, while 
it was still in its pot. I've planted it 
in the kind of half-shaded spot that 
Wilson's description of its Chinese 
home seems to suggest And it fa on 
the top of the bank, so that ru be 
able to look up into those nodding 
flowers, if they come. 

The magnolia fa an uncharacter- 
istic plant for our kind of garden, 
rve never had the territory (or the 
desire) to garden in the grand wood- 
land manner, but these big species 
magnolias (Af wilsonii can get to 
about 25ft) look as though they 
deserve a larger space rather than 
the bit of rambling rectory that it has 
in fact got But it fa planted in a cor- 
ner made by two boundary walls, 
and we will only ever see it against 
sycamore or sky. It doesn't have to 
mill with the rest of the crowd; it can 
stand disdainfully apart 

Quite different in character are 
two fancy elders that I ordered. If 
you can't beat them, join them, was 
the philosophy here. Wild elders 
spring up all over the garden and 
they obviously enjoy the damp, 
heavy soil we have. So while uproot- 
ing some of the ordinary elders, IVe 
been planting the cut-leaved Sam - 
hucus nigra laebuata and gold-leaved 
S racemosa “Sutherland Gold” 
instead. 

Coloured foliage can be tricky, 
drawing too much attention to itself, 
but this golden elder is reasonably 
muted. The variety called Plumosa 
aurea is the brightest of them, but 
that wasn’t what I wanted. Suther- 
land Gold is not only a gentler 
colour, it also bums less easily in sun 
than Plumosa aurea. The cut-leaved 
elder is perhaps the most beautiful 
of the whole family: the foliage as 
elegant as a fern's and the flower 
heads bigger than those of the com- 
mon elder. 

“Guincho Purple” I already have, 
the purple appearing as a bronze 
flush on thb elder’s leaves rather 
than the very heavy, all-over satu- 
rated colourthatyou get in the pur- 
ple nut tree, Ctnylus maxima "Pur- 
purea". The flowers' heads are 
tinged with pink. It gets its name 
from the garden in Northern Ireland 
where Mis Vera Madde, the owner, 
first grew it. Elders will pat up with 
quite deep shade if necessary. Shade 
mutes the colours still further. 

TWo fan-trained fruit trees were 
on the order, too. These were not 
new additions exactly, because both 
were replacements. The apricot 
(“New Large Early”) that I planted 
this time last year never broke into 
leaf this spring, so the nursery gave 
me another one - bare root, rather 
than pot-grown as the previous one 
had been. 

The old dead apricot came 
smoothly out of the ground with the 
root still as neatly pot-formed as 
when it had first been planted. That 
was the problem. The roots had 
never had to face the real world, and 
couldn't cope when they did. I'm 
much happier with the rangier root 
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The winter garden requires tunnel vision and a safe retreat 


PHOTOGRAPH; GEORGE WRIGHT 


system of the new tree, which had 
been grown in the open ground and 
lifted just before delivery. The vari- 
ety this time fa 'Alfred”, slightly later 
cropping than “New Large Early", 
which the nursery unfortunately no 
longer had. Both these varieties are 
less prone to dying than “Moor 
Park", my first apricot. 

Third time lucky, I hope. Apricots 
are easygoing fruit, where they are 


suited. Even in our mild bit of the 
West Country, they need a sunny 
wall. But they are much easier to 
manage omsjde than peaches. They 
don’t get the debilitating leaf curl, 
and they crop on old as well as new 
wood, so pruning isn’t so critical as 
ir is with peach trees. 

The old apricot went on to a bon- 
fire, along with some sappy 
branches of a fig that I risked prim- 


ing now rather than in March. 
There was half a wheelbarrow full 
of bindweed roots smouldering in 
that fire, too, as well as a vicious 
branch of the tender, evergreen 
Cherokee rose (ft laevigata) that 
had tom open my head several 
times this year. The bonfire was 
cathartic: a few old enemies van- 
quished. a fragile end-of-year truce 
established in the garden. 
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SOFAS & SOFA BEDS 


From Factory to you! NO MIDDLEMAN ! 
Styled and made to your own requirements. Deeper seats - Higher 
or lower bucks - Soft or inn cushions. A choice of hundreds of 
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I ’ve had a worrying 
year with the wisteria 
on the front of the 
house. It is a white- 
flowered Wisteria 
venusUL, fabulously 
scented and trained out 
on parallel wires so that 
jt covers most of the 
space available on that 
south front. But 
gradually it has been 
dying back and the 
foliage has had the pale, 
sickly look of lime- 
induced chlorosis. 

For some time I have 
been dosing it with 
Sequestrene, a chelated 
iron compound which 
usually helps to 
overcome chlorosis. But 
it had no effect. Finally, 
m desperation, I sent a 
leaf away to a 
horticultural scientist, Dr 
Pickering, who 
confirmed that chlorosis 
was the problem. By this 
time, some new growth 
was pale cream 
throughout, with no 
green colouring at all. 

He recommended 
acidifying the soil with 
sulphur powder or 
sulphur chips. The 
problem, he said, is not a 
simple one. “If you just 
make a guess as to what 
to apply and the dosage 
is too small, there will be 
little or no reduction in 


pH. On the other hand, if 
the dosage is excessive 
then pH may be reduced 
to dangerously low levels. 
Available phosphate may 
be ‘fixed’ in an 
unavailable form if the 
pH is decreased too 
much. This can be 
overcome by applying a 
phosphate fertiliser after 
the acidification process 
is completed.” 

Sulphur can be 
applied directly to the 
soil around planes. Its 
acidifying action is slew, 
particularly through 
winter, when 

temperatures are low. 
Doses need to be high 
on clay soils, where 4oz 
of sulphur per square 
yard would reduce the 


pH in the top 4in of soil 
from 7.5pH to &5 dHL 


from 7.5pH to &5pHL 
On sandy sofl you T d need 
only a quarter as much. 

But my wisteria's roots 
are deeper than 4in. I'll 
be dosing it for some 
time, it seems, before 
the sulphur works where 
it's most needed. 

You can buy flowers of 
sulphur from garden 
centres or fey mail order 
from Garden Direct. 
Geddings Road, 
Hoddesdon. Herts 
EN110LR (01992 
441888). 

Anna Pavord 
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Y ou ran see it from the 
Iron Age burial mound 
known as Hetty 

Pegleris Tump. You can see it 
from Nailsworth and 
Amheriey and die outskirts 
of Stroud. Ih'short, you can , 

see it from many points of 

the compass and from mfles 
around, spearing the skyline 
in an Area of Outstanding / 
Natural Beauty- a terrible 
tribute to the futility of 
present planning controls. 

I refer to the single E-40 
wind tufrine, over 200ft tall, 
which has gone up high on . 
rite Cotswolds near the 
vfflage.of Nympsfield, in the 
/'face of bitter local 
opposition. For the time . 

- bemg it easily bolds the 
trophy farthc most-hated 
Object in Gloucestershire, 
just as tfae entrepieneuT 
behind it. Dale Vince, is not 
exactfy lak inthe raost-v 
^haterfcpersOD stakes. . 

Iris now four years ance. 


Duff Hart-Davis 

A single E-40 
wind turbine, 
over 200 ft tall, 
has gone up high 
on the Cotswolds 
in the face of 
bitter opposition 
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on'the sit^ Rrtaf timnage was 
done to tire conservationists’ 
cause when Stroud District 
Council — swayed into the 
belief that wind energy is' 
“green” - gave permission 
for him to build two smaller 
E-33 masts. Later he applied 
for a single E-40, and when 
this was refused, took the 
matter to appeal. 

A local protection group 
was formed in Nympsfield, 
and demanded a public 
inquiry, on the grounds that 
400 people had objected. 
Rejecting their request/ the 
Department of the 
Environment announced 
that die matter would be 
decided by written 
representation. 

When the inspector's 
report was presented in. 
September, it took the 
protesters’ breath awajr. lt 
- m -Ui atted -that the'nnoaffi j 
ytould do ftgfrrficant haftnfo 
the village, wtufre the •- V 
structure wbuld be "an afien 
and t n h i^ve fc^tnre^ and it 

emerging” cbnsety^n' ' v •' 
policies. Arid yet Jfae 
inspector said he was 
poweriess to step it going 
ahead, since Stroud had 
already given permission for 
two turbines - and one would 
be less damaging than two. . 

The villagers were 
enraged. They were also 
incredulous. The report 
revealed, as never before, 
that the Government’s rules 
on Areas of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty were 
absolutely worthless. 

Nevertheless, the 
protesters determined to 
battie on. It so happened 
that the nearest point at 
which the turbine’s supply 
could be fed into the 
national grid was in the 

C^dmtic^htcrch onthe 
outskirts of Nympsfield. For 
10 days and nights the 
villagers maintained a picket, 
in company with two local 
priests - one Protestant, one 
Catholic - blocking access to 
the site in the hope that they 


could prevent the Midland 
Electricity Board (MEB) 
from making the connection. 

Then one evening a police 
inspector arrived, 
pniwumring that he had 
“come to assess the 
opposition”. His aim, “ e 
said, was to avoid a breach of 
the peace, but if the villagers 
obstructed the MEB in the 
discharge of its lawful 
business, he would have to 
anest them all and detain 
them in jail until the work 
had been completed 

At 11am the next day the 
police returned, escorting ■ 
the MEB, their arrival 
heralded by the blowing of a 
bunting horn and the ringing 
of the sanctuary bell. The ft 
forces of law and order 
found the churchyard 
blocked by a semieirde of 
. . chairs, each occupied by a 
protester, as if in the front 
row of the stalls at a theatre. 
After a parley, in which the 
two priests took part, the 
MEB withdrew for the day, 

.and the villagers celebrated a 
great victory. 

Yet they knew the reprieve 
was temporary. They knew 
that if the MEB took out a 
court order, they could not 
continue to resist - and so 
they were steamrollered info 
defeat. The National Thist, 
meanwhile, had belatedly 
realised that the turbine 
would rood the view from 
parts ofWoodchester Park, 
one of its newest 
acquisitions. Horrified, it 
made a last-minute attempt 
to stop it, but withdrew 
because of the likely costs of 
legal action. 

Furious arguments still 
‘rage about what the turbine 
will or will not produce. Its 
champions daim it will 
provide power for nearly 
1,200 people; its detractors, 
that an 'average output of 
' £50 IdkrwattSwiU boil only 
50 kettles. What fa certain fa 
that m stfll weather it will 
produce no power at alL 

The villagers were stfll in 
shod: from the speed and 
ruthlessness with which their 
protests were steamrollered. 
Somehow they have to find 
£8,000 in legal fees. Many of 
them have put in 
applications for a reduction 
in council tax, on the 
grounds that their homes 
have been substantially 
devalued. A complaint fa 
being prepared for • ■ 
submission to the local 
government ombudsman 
about the behaviour of the 
Stroud District Council. 

Fears are rife that another 
field nearby, which the 
Church Commissioneis want 
to sell, may fati into the 
hands of developers. 

The whole saga offers a 
grim illustration of how 
powerless ordinary people 
are, even when well 
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organised, in attempting to 
protect their environment. 


Breathing Space. 


(Don't take ft for granted) 


We don’t. Help ns keep Britain’s breathing spaces 
open. Footpaths and coasdme, high places, heaths and 
woodland. For walkers. 

For over 60 years, TBe Ramblers’ lobbying and 
vigilance have been achieving wide-ranging rights of 
access to some of our most beautiful connrryade. 

Go for a walk. Take a breather from our crowded 

world, TUnk about the future; invest in The Ramblers. 
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shopping 


Reduced-price insanity 

The January sale is crunch-time for the serious shopaholic, writes Jane Furnival 


S anta has brought us everything on 
our Christmas lists. So why did 
thousands of us feel the need to 
rush back to the shops on Boxing 
Day for such treasures as a swimsuit made 
out of garden string, a cherub with a rugby 
player's broken nose and a pair of thigh- 
high boots that fall down? (Those are just 
the failures HI confess to.) 

Going to the January sales is a primitive 
ritual. We gather to make a killing. Prices 
are “slashed" and “cut" and written in 

Wood-red, the colour that makes our brains 
excited, sexually turned on and sometimes 
angry. If s a lottery. The promise Is prizes 
for all, rf only you rummage enough. Sales 
are also a great escape from post-Christ- 
mas family stress. Shops provide a safe, 
happy environment with everything neat, 
a smiley staff and a pampering atmosphere, 
not to mention the feeling that you, the cus- 
tomer, can do no wrong. 

Its usually women who spend, spend, 
spend on sales but that doesn't mean they 
are somehow biologically the Shopping Sex. 
it is simply that they are conditioned to 
shop, thinks Dr Sheila Rossan, a sexual 
stereotype specialist at Brunei University. 

“It has to do with the fact that tradi- 
tionally men have been highly directed 
shoppers because until recently stores 
were closed after working hours," she says. 

Women, on the other hand, have had 
more spare time and therefore been able 
to browse and pick and choose. The more 
ardent women shop in pairs. A recent fly- 
on-the-wall documentary at London's 
Harvey Nichols revealed only one woman 
by herself in the whole store. “Women like 
someone else's opinion, it's a social activ- 
ity,” Dr Rossan says. 

Perhaps for dedicated shoppers, “sale- 
ing" is a continuation of the Christmas party 
feeling, when it is acceptable to be a little 
out of control. We rationalise our useless 
bargains by saying we're stocking up. 1 have 
seen “salers" copy the purchases of some- 
one smarter next to them in the store. Per- 
haps Harvey Nicks and Co should try plant- 
ing a few shoppers with model looks next 
to the atrocious stock, it would move fester. 

“Saie-oholics feel exonerated by the cost 
reduction,” explains Dr Ludwig Lowenstein, 
the shoppers’ shrink, a psychologist who 
detoxes shopping addicts, or “onamanracs" 
as they're known. He will only take a 
patient if they drop their weapons and go 
peacefully by giving up their credit cards. 

Compulsive shoppers are at the extreme 
end of the spectrum of the browser-gath- 
erer kind of shopper. Browsers seek a bit 
of a cheer-up. Compulsive shoppers really 
think they can fill their inner emptiness 
with material thinfp. Shoes are at the top 
of their shopping list - 98.5 million pairs 
of women's shoes were sold this year - 
followed by perfume and clothes. 

“I feel sorry for those bom rich. Some feel 
they haven't got everything and are often 
depressed and anxious," says Dr Lowen- 
stein. The less well-off end up committing 
fraud and going to prison to pay their bills. 

Compulsive shoppers are like nympho- 
maniacs. Just as unsatisfied women rifle 
through every available man in search of 
the one who can give them the orgasm 
they have never had, these shoppers get 
their fix from the surge of adrenaline they 
get from spotting what might be ... The 
Solution, the Ultimate Thing that will really 
fulfil them. But then, like a dmg, the feel- 
ing wears off and they have to shop to start 
the cycle again. 

The Duchess of York is their patron saint 



Good thing 



Philippe Starck's 14" portable TV 

Tilts conveniently so that you can 
watch it in bed. If you lose the 
remote control, whistle and it will 
answer. A sure collector's 
piece, reduced to £199 
from £230. 

Selfridges, Oxford Street, London - 
sale starts 9am December 27. 


and Awful Warning. Even when on her 
uppers, she would spend thousands to get 
herself out of a downer. She probably 
couldn't tell you what she bought 

The more controlled kind of shopper 
doesn't have this hunger. She is a hunter. 
The Opportunist. 

Shawna Moss is a freelance shopping 
adviser based at London's Grosvenor 
House Hotel. “Evening dresses are brilliant 
buys in the sales," she advises. “So expen- 
sive otherwise." She takes her clients to 
dress hire shops which often sell lightly 


Bad tiling 

.‘'<2 




Linen pillowcases for £58.65, reduced 
from £68.95 from The White Company 
(0171-385 7988). Save your money 
and marriage by going to bed rather 
than staying up late ironing them. 

Lunn Antiques offer similar new 
linen pillowcases at £34 a pair. 

Mail order possible. 86 New 
King's Road, London, SW6 
(0171-736 4638). 


Sure thing 



Most shops give extra discounts, sale - 
previews and reduced price parking to 
storecard holders. Don't wait to apply 
on the first sale day or you’ll miss the 
bargains. Apply in advance - and 
remember to ask for a temporary card 
in time for the sale. 

Harvey Nichols - 0171-235 5000 
Harrods- 017 1-730 1234 
House of Fraser -0171-834 1515 


worn Cinderella ball gowns, like One Night 
Stand (44 Pimlico Road, London, SW1, 
0171-730 8708). 

Never be impressed by the name tag, 
she advises. “I see people get carried away 
by designer names in sales.” 

Her other tip is to negotiate the sale price 
down. "The richest women love a bargain. 
I have one client who can negotiate me 
under the table. 1 hide behind the coats." 

The biggest sale shopper is a new type, 
the Sightseer. These use shopping as a 
form of entertainment, sport or therapy. 


Malls were built for Sightseers. They eat 
sandwiches around the fountains while 
their children play in the see-through lifts. 

Primrose Wells, a 32-year-old wedding 
organiser, and her mother Maggie Evans, 
53, are expert Sightseers. "I’m not an 
addict, but I enjoy it as therapy," says 
Maggie. The women see their shopping as 
female bonding, a celebration of the 
Christmas spirit an escapade rather than 
an escape. “There’s a lot of camaraderie 
between mothers and daughters in the 
changing rooms." 


They plan their day carefully, getting up 
before six in the morning to find the park- 
ing space nearest the shop entrances. That 
leaves time for a civilised breakfast before 
the shops open. They wear comfortable flat 
shoes and take only one jumper, tied round 
their waists, because shops are so hot 

They won’t buy special sale purchases, 
only proper stock. Primrose's big buy last 
year was nine pairs of roller blades for 
friends, reduced from £300 to £120 in 
Macro. “My husband Steve is terrified of 
going shopping, because I spend money. 
When you buy something, you rely on men 
being absent minded- When I hear women 
in the changing rooms saying, ‘What shall 
I tel! my husband?' I say. Tell him it's been 
in your wardrobe for years'.” 

Are there any men who enjoy sale shop- 
ping? Tim Guy, 28, is an HGV driver who 
counts shopping among his favourite 
sports. “I go to the sales at the end, when 
the crowds have died down. At the start 
of sales, you get 10 per cent off. At the 
end, you get 50." 

While Maggie Evans is at the sales three 
times a week, her husband Ken, 56, has 
not been shopping for two years. Why 
doesn't he shop? “I'm happy with what 
I've got," he says, absentmindedly. 

•Shawna Moss offers help with sale shop- 
ping. Tel 0973 638977 
• Dr Ludwig Lowenstein offers advice to 
over-ardent shoppers in person or by let- 
ter. Allington Manor, Allington Lane, 
Fairoaks, Eastleigh, Hants, S050 7DE. 
01703 692261. 


Starts 
and stops 

six of the best 

1997 resolutions 

I Huge spiral-bound diary, 
£11.99 This diaiy has a good 
year planner, important dates, 
international dialling codes, 
address pages and a huge notes 
section at the back - ideal for any 
international jet setter. Prom 
Paperchase (0171-5808496) 
branches nationwide. 

2 Seven days’ large Nicotinell 
patches, £15.99 The patches 
have been successful on some 
people, but different methods of 
stopping smoking suit different 
-people - including hypnosis, tapes, 
books and 

videos. If you . r 

do choose to nicotinelll 

try patches 
ask the 

pharmacist ‘ r-.- . 1 

first if they’re ^ - 

suitable for ■_ -TT. . ~ 

you, > 1 

especially 

when taking other medication. 

From Boots, branches nationwide. 

o Trainers, from a selection by 
ONike Make sure that you 
choose the right trainers for the 
activity; if you do a lot of different 
sport go for a cross trainer, for 
aerobics choose one with extra 
support around the ankles. But 
generally make sure you buy the 
right size as feet tend to swell 
when doing any sport. From J D 
Sports (01706 628 012) branches 
nationwide. 

4 flaw Energy Food Combining 
Dietf, fay Leslie Kenton, £6.99 
Food combining diets mix 
carbohydrates 

with protein -v 

allegedly M&Wi 

increasing your ^ £*»<«%. 

energetic state j 

and improving gl F 

your digestive 'Z ; 

system. From 7 : L‘ 

Books Etc 4 — 

stores (0171- 

379 6838) throughout London. 

5 One driving lesson from BSM 
will cost £16.50 - after which 
you can book up a course if you're 
happy with the instructor and the 
company (which means a good 
discount) or carry on with single 
lessons. Look in your local yellow 
pages or phone OSOO 700SOG for 
your nearest branch. 

6 Unguaphone Italian travel 
pack, £9.99 This pack 
includes a travel cassette, a 
language cassette, a phrase book 
and panic cards. Learning a new 
language is a challenge, but think 
how impressed your lady friend 
will be when you go to Florence or 
Venice and you can talk the lingo. 
From Books Etc (0171-379 6838) 
branches throughout London. 

PHOTOGRAPHER: TONY BUCKINGHAM 
STYLIST: HOLLY DAVIES 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


classified • personal 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


Independent Hearts 

Replies should be addressed to the relevant box number, 
c/o The Independent, 1 Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London E14 5DL 


si:r n;s 

The Intelligent Person's Introduction Agency 
Call (rc-c (£- fi's) co /JT T.-o Ljrges! .ms 

0300 072 0075 !sr fMg densest Established 

. lq-ir/ v.itr 

• Brochure 'JB interviews 

1 CO or T»pc vr.la lurt'.nw <*•»•!•» ' Y.'n-TT-.c? >Cu 'ivr j: 

1 Descriptions oi me 
first 2i ocopic- in your arc 2 
you may .lish IS irw! 

FHtt=>or.7 Lr>in. -, corn ' e 3C.’.rn tc. 7 


Connect with 
all types 



Oc;‘- represon:.-’. 



THE WOFKHMU HH0H»5 IBHODBCTHHI ABINCT 
arm ,fo»Katfa«tai pang ~ 
nths cram *rojd adit T\ 

IfaAafawAgXBaahda. 
WfcacWA'slecti^ > ^pc0«mBdKJKarfEbsnl 


W'b*fcmwdlB*KUfl. 

LONDON SCOTLAND NORTHWEST NORTHEAST 

0171 429 6979. DU1S56SCS5 01625582800 0191 261 Z224 

TORRSHUtt MIDLANDS SOUTHWEST SOUTHEAST 

0113245 8787 0990 143070 0122SSS0514 01622691200 


. Independent Hearts ! 

V The Independent Way to Meet New People 

By placing an advertisement in ihe The Independent Hearts section of The Independent and the Independent on Sunday you will 

immediately be in contact with over 1.66 million readers.* 

The cost for your advertisement, published in ihe first available editions of the Saturday “Weekend* 1 and Sunday '"Real Life* sections 
is just £5-00 per tine including V.A.T. (Box No is an additional £10.00. please cross here if you do not require a Box No □). 

Simply write your advertisement in the spaces below and fill in the coupon - Minimum 2 lines. 

(N.B. A character is a letter, a number, a punctuation mark and a space between words) 


Name:.... 

Address: 


M M I 1 I I M I I! II II I M I! ! I 


I M 1 I I I I II M I I I I I 1 I I 1 l-l I -LI LI I Postcode: 

I I I II I I I i i It I I 1 -M II I .LLl 1 1- 1 I I I Telephone (daytime): 

I 11 M M i I M M_L I _L I M I 11 i 1 I 1 11 I Signature: 

,4ft aJeertrmsnli Mir A* ptrpmJ- Chnjari rhufj be lUaJc pa\ublr la Nr+ipapcr Pahtnkmf: Ptf or Jrhr mj 

□ Access □ Visa □ Amex □ Dinars Ck* Card expiry date: Card No | j | } | | |~| \ ri'TTTTTH 

Send all ad vertiscinenls to:— 

Independent Hearts: The IndcpcndoiL IWi Floor. I Canada Square. Canary Wharf, London EI4 5DL * Telephone 0171 293 2347 - Fax: 0171 293 2505 
1 77/i.s offer a only ape n lu private dkfavru«T.< Trade empiirka are n rh-nnie an the abere telephone number. *NRS Jan ■ Jane V5 


People usually only meet 
within the confines of their 
social circle. Dateune is 
the ideal way to expand 
your horizons 

Ft® Fbee Details with No Obligation 
Write To: 23 Abingdon Rd 
London W8 SAL or Call 

(01869) 324 100 

E& 4966 . ABL-i member. y/touMutw 


NOTICE TO 
READERS 

The Independent cannot 
guarantee Ural 
respondents will receive 
a reply when answering 
advertisements on this 

page, although we hope 
that as a matter of 
courtesy they wiD. 

When making contact j 
with people for the first I 
time it is advisable to 
meet in a public place 
and let a member of 
your family or trusted 
friend know where you 
will be. 

We would advise readers 
and advertisers to 
exercise caution when 
giving out persona) 
details. This win be 
respected by genuine 
respondents. 


“AsinimiBg sBpcess 

Goomess lrrag 

;• terfek 

SBMno-i 1‘ 

■'Ci£ r." 

‘CfeMr ! :*v HUL 


Newspaper PubfisHng pic 
requests trial 

Commercial Organisations 
do not send material 
to our 

Private Advertisers 


THE DINNER CLUB (Eat * 88 ). The 
MU — only cou m yMe thUng 
dub lor unattached proJac- 
■tanuHMshaM nsaptoagad 28+. 
tdi (012M) 350537. Business 
appoftunMss dao xvsBa Me 
(01 ZM) 646816. 

OAY.Z717? OLD. pn* ma*6. G80H, 
Stas cinema, cycling, eating oat, 
erinkbig. Saak* abiAar mate to* 
tun and pon&fa ret at t omr up. 
London ana. Box No C1744. 

Mata, «1 , 5W. Uki»«yed, efcn (nol 
Mn), happy. Mg haan. vngy (no 
aandsb). own business, seeks 
wam,spM«l woman, 3646. Urn- 
OotVHoma Counties. Bo No 

fciezo. 

Attractive graduate, widow, seeks 
eansWra hMBgent non $044} to 
share wafts, tfiestrt. -mtaic and 
retecSva memant s . HwtsILen- 
don. Box No 1:1624. 


\v017J~ 


* drawing down the moon 

! i: - -- Ki !■! !‘V1VS !\iUi.!.: .“UN AS.r.HV 

“ih<i agency poopby rave about" 
0171-937 6263 ' 


ATTRACTIVE, SUM. VIVACIOUS 
WOMAN, took» flood to wtiflea or 
heels. Wawte aaartcalMszz 
muaic, counvyaMa A tha ana. 
Saaks down-to-twOt. n/a, 40"* 
man whh Mg he«n and QSOH. 
Mds. Bax No t!772. 

rajOHKTFZ5.Wosrta.wtw.dvv 
tog, tooktno toe M with Mantn 
Ctwia'aSOH, aara epdond. Phan 
apptoctetad. Bor Not 1831. 

HAPPILY MARRIED PROFES- 
SIONAL man, Hownlow. intar- 
aatad In pacqda. Mass. craalMiv. 

aatka tooth oooyaPtot v teaM- 
donal partpacthe at Ke. Box NO 
insaz. 


Personal 


ATTRACTIVE, SMART, dinned 
tomato. <»o, protoss. Loves muoie. 
tttUtra,VA.TMaUracArauntowmt : 
•mnar intanett, 35-46. ! 
S-Wates/BhetoLPherfo/LeOa-. Box 
NOUL83&. I 


DIVORCED COUNTRYMAN, 52 
YRS OLD, 5V, cuddy, joSy, kmd. 
sotont,M 0 k 8 wry 8 pQC<alcoiin- 
liy Qhl to slara everything with 
P faw e wfte. Kent. Ben No 1st B37. 

QOLDEN-HWRED BUIE-EYED 
Rubenasqua tody aaeka m^e 
Mend m shse convenmflon. cor 
res p ond a wca. caustic humour, 
cudtAas & chocolau! Rampant 
kxxta apply hare. Bm No 1:183a 


To 

advertise in 
this section 
please call 
Seema 
Chaadhry 
on 0171 
293 2347. 



CONGRATULATIONS!! 

We are delighted to hear from all the 
[couples who have , met and married 

through Independent Hearts. 

Wishing you and all our 
other advertisers every 
success and happiness for 
the future. 

T^EPENDENT HEARTS 
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Best for the road ahead 


ME 


Gavin Green nominates his top twelve motors for ‘97 


hatsn 




A fter spoiling the kids for Christ- 
mas. it's now time to treat 
yourself. January is the second 
most popular rime to buy a 
new ear after August, thanks to the 
kudos of wiring a New Year date on the 
logbook. Its a£o a much more sensible 
lime to buy than August, not least 
localise all’ the new models are now 
siifeh in place at your local dealer. 

Ttiis year s top 12 feature six new- 
comers, proof that it's been a good year 
for new cats. Major new models of 1997 
- which may he worth waiting for - 
include a new- small Land Rover (on sale 
next December), the Renault Scenic 
(out in June), a new Toyota Corolla 
(summer I and the find Puma {a small 
coupe due to hit the road in June). In 
ihc meantime. here are the best value 
new ears u» go for this January: 


Baby cars: Ford Ka. Not so much a 
baby as a stylish babe, the Ka stands out 
for its wacky lines, directness and eager- 
ness. The back seat is almost useless and 
the boot's hopeless, but who cares? Also 
recommended: Fiat Clnquccenio Sport- 
ing. Tiny in size and big in performance, 
the sporty Cinquccenio is a hoot to drive 
and cheap to run. 

Small cars: Volkswagen Polo. The 
best built ear in the class, and one of 
the roomiest. The only downside is that 
its tremendous popularity means 


you're unlikely to be able to negotiate 
much of a discount. Don't buy the 1.0- 
litre model, though - it's too slow. Also 
recommended: new Ford Fiesta, which 
is better to drive than the Polo if not 
as roomy. 

Medium cars: Fiat Brava. The step- 
ahead family favourite has the boldest 
design in the Escort class and drives like 
a sports car. It's also terrifically roomy. 
The only downside is a slightly jittery 
ride, which should be fixed next year. 
Abo recommended: Peugeot 306. 

Big cars: Ford Mandeo. This year’s 
mid-life facelift has transformed the 
one-time class journeyman into a dass 
act. More distinctive looks combine 
with improvements to the engine, ride 
and steering, to produce a well- 
rounded and comfortable family car. 
Also recommended: Peugeot 406, for 
its sublime ride and its great looks. 

Small executive cars: Audi A4, 
which sets new standards for style, 
quality and driver appeal in the class 
- and easily trumps the old small exec- 
utive car star, the BMW 3-series. Mind 
you, the 3-scries, despite its age, is still 
the second best car in the dass. 

Big executive cars: BMW 5-series. 
One of the best new cars of 1996 and 
a machine almost eerily free from 
faulL It rides, handles and drives bril- 
liantly, and looks bold, if still like a 
BMW. Go for the 23-litre six-cylinder 


engine unless you really need big 
muscle - in which case specify the 2.8. 
Abo recommended: Mercedes E-dass, 
which isn't quite as good to drive as the 
5-series, but is even better made. 

Luxury cars: Jaguar XJ6. Now two 
joats old, the latest saloon is the first Jag 
with German build quality and reliabil- 
ity. Just as important, it mixes these with 
all those marvellous, long-standing 
Jaguar niceties such as wafting ride, 
Edwaxdian-sittirig-rooo3 cabin and great 
style. Late next year, it wili get the new 
VS engine, as fitted to the XKS sports 
car, which will make it even better. Also 
recommended: Lexus LS400. Under- 
stated to the point of being too plain, the 
Lexus is still the luxury car benchmark 
for engine refinement and quietness. 

4x4s: Jeep Cherokee. Long in the 
tooth the Cherokee may be, but it’s still 
the best value off-roader on the market 
and one of the best to drive, easily 
preferable to a Land Rover Discovery, 
its fake wood and leather trim is kitsch 
to some, but authentically American to 
others. A facelift and a few mechanical 
improvements are planned for the com- 
ing year. Also recommended: Toyota 
RAY-4. EasOy the best small 4x4, miles 
ahead of the Suzukb and Daihatsus. 

Estates: Mercedes E-dass. An expen- 
sive way to cart home the goods from 
the local DIY store, and a pricy way to 
carry a big family, but it’s still the best 


estate car in the world. Built like a tank 
and of b rillian t details.' Also rec- 
ommended: Renault Laguna -estate;- 
Mondeo estate. Both are roomy, well- 
made, good value and comfortable. ■ ' 

MPVs: Seat Alhambra. Identical to ' 
the Ford Galaxy or Volkswagen Sbaran 
but, owing to its inferior badge, 
cheaper. Also recommended: the . 
Galaxy or the Sbaran — if you don’t 
warn to drive a car named after a chair. 

Sports cars: Mercedes SIX Just on 
sale, but already wife a two-year waif: 
mg list, the SLK has all the style of the 
old ex-Princess Diana SQLbut only half 
the price tag. Hugely desirable, and 
fabulous to drive. Also recommended: 
Jaguar XKS and MGK Both prove that 
while Britain may have lost its indig- 
enous car industry, it hasn’t lost the 
knack of malting great sports cars. The 
MGF shows that Rover can still make 
imaginative cars, whilethe XKS is the 
best engineered Jaguar ever. . 

Supercars; Bentley Continental T 
Stupidly expensive (£220,000), stn- 





• wm 






ing, the Continental T is the best 
Bentley since they won Le Mans more 
than 60 years ago. Despite the mall 
size of its maker (Rolls-Royce), the 
Conti proves that when it comes to 
making outrageous, hand-built luxury 
cars, nobody does it better. Also rec- 
ommended: any Ferrari. 


Two to 
watch 
ton the 
Grand • 
Cherokee 
(above) 
tend the 
Alhambra 
(left) 


Going 
up ...but 
slowly 


Penny Jackson 
gathers predictions 
for the new market 


T his year the forecasters got it 
wrong. Their predictions of 
3 per cent now look very 
modest when set against an annual 
increase of at least 7 per cent on 
the latest calculations of the Hal- 
ifax. Some hot spots have seen rises 
up to 20 per cent and more. This 
year few are showing such caution. 
The investment bank, UBS, is not 
alone in predicting an average rise 
of 10 percent. Far London and the 
south cast UBS expects increases 
of 15 per cent, while in Scotland, 
Whies and the North, between 6 
and 8 per cent. 

What Few seemed to have antic- 
ipated was the shortage of good 
property that fuelled prices. Sav- 
ills, who had predicted an average 
price increase of 53 per cent for 
this year, sees this situation con- 
tinuing as long as people’s housing 


aspirations are not matched by the 
stock available. This year, their 
national forecast, which includes a 
Labour victory, is an 8.7 per cent ’ 
rise, with prime country houses 
leading the field at 143 per cent 
Here, specialists in their field give 
their predictions. 


General 

David Wood, Black Horse Agen- 
cies: “Last month saw our highest 
□umber of applicants but they are 
not putting their own houses on 
the market. However, early in 
1997, when they become aware of 
the shortage of property, I expect 
to see new instructions coming in. 
They will certainly get from 
between 1 and 3 per cent more 
than in the last quarter of 1996. 1 
do not think the election will have 
much effect on the market, nor a 


steady increase in interest rates. 
There will still be. good mortgage 
deals around next year.” 

[an Darby, John Qiarcoi, mort- 
gage adviser “If interest rates do 
not rise and prices continue to 
increase, the market mil become 
overheated For that reason we 
expect interest rates to rise after the 
election and that by the end of the 
year they will be 8.99per cent. That 
means about a 30 per cent increase 
in the cost of money which win slow 
the market down. Asaresuh we see 
house prices rising nationally by 6 
per cent and a bit more in the south 
east. We expect the General Elec- 
tion to have a dampening effect on 
the market immediately before 
and after.” 


prices in prime central London 
increasing by 7.4 per cent, but 
higher increases in the second 
division of established locations. 
These include Wandsworth, 
Chiswick, Gapham Common, Bat- 
tersea, Brook Green, West Hamp- 
stead, Fulham, Hammersmith and 
Highbury.” 

Rebecca Read, Gluttons: “Prices 
in central London will continue to 
rise at about 10 per cenL 1 wouldn’t 
be surprised to see 15 to 20 per cent 
for the best examples of their kind, 
although I do not see a return to 
the boom of the late Eighties. “ 


south by tax to nine months. 1 
expect to see a lot more activity 
earhrin the year as there is a great 
deal of pent-up demand” 


The North-west 

Graham Adnitt, Jackson-Stops & 
Staff: “We are not getting a move- 
ment of people in tothc North-west 
so I canfiot see anything forcing 
prices up. 1 see themarket moving 
ahead slowly and steadily.” 


push prices up by about 12 per 

cent There wffl be increasing pres- 
sure on homes in popular locations 

for which some people w ill be 
prepared to pay that bit extra. 
There is a strong market at the 
moment and those considering 
selling would be advised to take 
advantage of it.” 


London 

Yolande Barnes, SavQls: “We see 


The North-east 

Bryan Jaram, Jackson-Stops & 
Staff. “We have seen an average 
increase of 5 per cent over the year. 
We will see an uplift next year 
because we always lag behind the 


Country bouses 

Ian Homersham, John D Wood, 
which largely covers the south: 
“More properties should start 
coining on to the market next year 
but unless it is swamped, which is 
unlikely, it will not be possible to 
keep up with demand The scarcity 
of good houses and the increase in 
earnings generally m. London will 


New homes 

David Mote, The House Builders' 
Federation: “The increase in 
starts has been lowest in London 
and the South-east where the 
demand for good quality homes is 
highest. It is critical for more 
planning permission to be given. 
We expect to see a decline in the 
use of ‘brown land' as it becomes 
more expensive to develop there. 
We see house prices rising on 
average by 7 per cent." 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 
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4 Wheel Drive 


4 Wheel Drive 


Save 25% on petrol! 


After the budget, petrol is more expensive Than ever before. But this is only the beginning: even rf the price 
of oil stays where it is, the Chancellor^ promise to increase fuel duty every year means the real price of petrol 
will rise by at least half over the next 10 years. 

And that means there's never been a better time to buy a diesel car. for the very simple reason that on 
average they use a quarter less fuel than equivalent petrol models. They’re dependable, long lasting and J 
often great to drive. And their total exhaust emissions* are actually lower than from equivalent petrol ] 
models, especially on short, around town trips. I 

So is diesel more or less damaging to the environment than petrol? Do diesel cars cost more or less to buy I 
and run? And which are the best diesel models? I 

You'll discover the answers in Diesel Car a 4x4. Our hard-hitting road tests are unrivalled for dear, I 
detailed and practical information. In our news and features pages you'll find well-informed, balanced I 
coverage of transport and environmental issues. But we’re here to entertain as well as inform , with a wide- I 
ranging mix of motoring matters. We aim. quite simply, to provide a better read than any other motoring E 
magazine. ■ 

The 100th issue of Diesel Car A 4x4, in the shops now, is our biggest and best even yet still costs only H 
£230 We test Vaux hall’s new Vectra estate with its new high-tech diesel engine, as well as the Renault K 
Megane turbodiesel and the revised VauxhaH Frontera. There’S a free 8-page Celebration of Diesel flj 
supplement, a chance to win a new Citroen Saxo 1 .SO worth £10.000, and lots more. Why not give it a try? E| 
"*jqfn7*rr rmrtvom of urtun monomer hydnKjrbam, OodetaftHOagtnvKlpKtKulatfmgttti n gnnmm par Uamnr. 
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Advertise your property through the Independent on Sunday's highly LEICESTER 

successful Properly Gallery, a marketplace that is tried, tested and works. . - 1 

The advertisement appears in the module format shown here, with 40 L . J 

words of copy rompkroented by a faB colour photograph of your home. 

The more Sundays you book, the cheaper the cost per ad:- HRSHSBHI 

1 x Sunday advertisement costs £95 

2 x Sunday advertisements cost £130 (£65 each) m 

3 x Sunday advertisements cost £150 (£50 each) 

FBI io the eoapon hetow and scad paymat, a colour photograph and 
op to 40 words of copy to: The Property Ten, Cbsafied Advertising, 19th Floor, m*. Small 

Independent Newspaper, C Canada Spare, Canary Wharf; London EI4 5DL 

DeadBae far recri|tf of copy/)Aato b the Tteaday 12 day* prior to Swtay paUaeathm. Offer rwnWi^w^o 

•pea to private atf mtfa c n only, eoamrdat a h a rt Ma g package ***ttabie oa request. Pay: 0171 293 2343 


NAME 

ADDRESS. 


TELEPHONE (daytime). 


I require tO 20 3lZj| (tick a pp ro pr iate box) Sunday 
Advertisement^) at a total cost of £ 


Please enclose a cbeqiw for this amount made payable to ‘Newspaper Publishing Pie* 
or HU in your Vtea/Aaxss/Amex/Dirars Qub details: ’ 


Sm 


NO. I I L..L I 1 1-1 I M II LULU I EXPIRY DATE SIGNATURE 

For advice or more information please coll *The Property Teem" on 0171-293 2343 or 0171-293 2302 


Car Accessories 


Car Hire 


GET TO GRIPS 

with winter conditions 



TU Qu/«te$se«tiai \ Oriwkp £xfw*fc«6e, 

Choose one of our British classic cars, exyoy 
overnight stays at country cottages and inns; 
visit charming villages; beautiful cities; ca stles; 
country houses and gardens with the 
British countryside at it’s best. Jal| 
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Simply contact us for more 

details on 


London Property 


Overseas Prqperty- 


0171-794 5374 


^INDEPENDENT 


Registration Numbers 


Mazda 


%u<Sort | >n C Kecucs 
IBS* I 

*•."■** ***! nwi **■*> -rrt-JSn 




FLORIDA™^"* 

ORLANDO AND GULF COAST 

PILGRIM ASSOCIATES (UK) TKEEiKEr 


MARKET RESEARCH 

33 DAISY MILL DRIVE. CHQRLCY PRO SHE 


ABA H7 1J» 

AfHKW 435 
AJM326A m 
835A1X 1450 


Run 938 1.VJ6 
RES 885 14® 
864 RH 1950 


ESS 74 vm 
a SEA 2,4S0 ,W ^Z7 2000 
B8.TO 700 


C33BJH IJOQ 


5HJUEY Zflse 

us> 


i RVD Chains Ltd. ■ John Wilson Business Park 
\ Whitstable, Kent CT5 30T ■ Thanet Way ■ Unit 10-12 
; Telephone (0 1227} 2766 1 1 * Facsimile (0 1227) 276586 


B06B 5J50 

MM| MtPOOKi 
m HAF397 750 


ICHR 

OJ 1 

479 oa 

*35 OK 

1450 

1.450 




MAZDA CHOICE 


•W s^-fuTRJshed 


LICENSED FLORIDA REAL ESTATE BROKERS 
TnjEAlWIDUlHff&ICSMC-KlfMLIfltUftJMKOMraSEByBfoii 



FRSWai PROPERTY NEWS 
maMMy. for yew traa eaey M*. 
phOM pn*n B47 1834 


lb Let 


Free Phone 
0800 323 626 


SPANISH DREAMS' 

ALMERA+ 


1 bclnn 

Wandsworth £££%&&»**«• 


SAAB 


SAAB Lamm Sriwrion fai Em I 
fagla tecMnoham Slantor Cam- ' 
btug*. mmstaaomom 


FBffn^r. and TIM RM Spain 

fwcas. farmhouses. 
COUNTRY. VLLAGE AMD 
TOWN HOUSES: 

Temencijaia from only e4,qoq 
fCTftfmmTIlft N«*LriwaidaVBaslninj 

rasmia nie Ess^oomcpw. . 

9ffiSu381 Fo* intocroiion pacittram: 

Audrey BWfft HOMES (EUROPE) 

Dec 1996 l01323 73332Q 


[NORTHAHIS,^fflACKLEY' 


3 bA, ttd aen Ayafefafa 
jpmedbWyi Urtomished. ffD 

£i5^n>na. 


(Chafes Course) 
OlfiM 605050 


To advertise 
in this section 
please call 
0171 293 
2302. 
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1 m New laws that spell 

trouble. Fear of 

1 W Finance page 11 

What should 1 c 

to with £10,000 next year? 


I nterest rates are still low in 
most large economies, and 
most financial advisers still 
think there is better value in 
well-chosen stock-market 
based investments in 1997. 
The Independent has asked 
' five financial advisers to rec- 
! o mm end specific investments 
suitable for investors with a 
lump sum of £10,000 to put 
away in the co min g year. 
Their objectives may vary 
slightly, from a seven-year 
plan to fund future school 
fees to building income for 
future retirement Here are 
their recommendations. 

Keam Seagar, managing direc- 
tor of Bristol-based White- 
church Securities, offers this 
advice for a couple looking for 
a good long-term income flow 
from a spread of low-risk 
investments. 

First I would recommend 
a with-profits bond. The 
underlying portfolio of these 
bonds usually consists of equi- 
ties, gilts and property, but 
the insurance company man- 
aging the bond uses its 
reserves to smooths fluctua- 
tions in value. 

I would suggest the NPI 
With Profits Bond. This guar- 
antees 8.5 per cent in the first 
year (with 6-7 per cent a 
longer-term target), which 
can be taken as income. 

One partner should also go 
for the M&G Corporate 
Bond PEP, held in the form of 
a personal equity plan in 
order to maximise the rela- 



Bhupinder Anand, 
of London-based 
Caroline Banks 
Associates, wa s voted 
1995 Independent 
Financial Adviserof 
the Year. Here he 
charts an investment 
course for readers 
with £10.000 to 
invest in 1997 and 
with long-term 
gromh in mind. 

Any recommen- 
dation of an in- 
vestment portfolio 
must take into 


account an in div- 
idual's personal 
circumstances, their 
existing invest- 
ments and financial 
planning arrange- 
ments. 

However, with 
£10,000 to invest, 
and with a slightly 
speculative attitude 
to risk (say seven 
on a one to ten 
scale), my three 
tips for the coming 
year are: 

Put £3,500 into 


Schroder Far East- 
ern Growth Unit 
Trust. It invests in a 
range of Pacific- 
based countries 
with emphasis on 
Hong Kong and 
Japan. Despite ihe 
handover to China 
in 1997. the signs 
are still strong for 
market growth in 
Hong Kong, and 
with the recent cor- 
rection in Japan, 
now is a good time 
to go in. The fund 


has a good 
medium- term track 
record, and Schro- 
der is renowned for 
its expertise in the 
area. 

Another £3,500 
goes into Baring 
Europe Select Unit 
Trust. Despite the 
problems inherent 
in the preparations 
for the single Euro- 
pean currency, 1 
feel that Europe 
has good prospects, 
particularly with 


smaller companies, 
which this fund 
focuses on. The 
fund has been a 
consistently good 
performer over sev- 
eral years. 

The remaining 
£3,000 could go 
into Johnson Fry 
Slater UK Growth 
Unit Trust. John- 
son Fry’s recent 
involvement with 
the fund has given 
it a new direction 
and some out- 


standing perfor- 
mance figures. 

The fond man- 
ager relics on a 
unique statistical 
analysis of stock 
selection, aiming 
for companies that 
arc undervalued 
against particular 
indices and ratios. 

The fund has 
been top 10 in the 
UK growth sector 
over six months, 
one, three and five 
years. 



With its combination of choice, low entry and 
exit costs and strong, long-term performance. 


lively high income yield Eastern promise on Tokyo’s stock exchange: Japan is one suggested investment 
obtainable on corporate 

bonds. This particular bond He believes the consumer consistent management and Roddy Kahn, of Bristol-based 
yields a tax-free 7.4 per cent boom of the Seventies is research teams, giving you Kohti Cougar, looks at invest- 
or annum at the moment. unlikely to be repeated, and exposure to an established mg a lump sum for a young 
Finally, I would go for a invests accordingly. fund investing mainly in couple to fund the future edu- 

PEP in the Credit Suisse The remaining £3,000 could larger-sized UK companies, cation of their children. 

Income Fund, which currently be invested in Morgan Gren- For higher-rate taxpayers. On the understanding that 

gives a tax-free income of 4_5 fell UK Equity Income Flmd. this investment should be put you both agree that having 
percent per annum. This is an It has achieved a 15.7 percent in a PEP and, bearing in mind your money in stock-market 
investment in the UK equity annualised growth rate over the current market unease based funds is preferable to 
market so the price will vary five years. It is biased towards and the possibility that share opting for lower-risk funds, I 
significantly more than a with- FTSE 100 stocks, but main- prices may fall over 1997, I recommend two PEPs to 
profits bond or corporate tains some exposure across think the investment should obtain tax-free income, 
bond but as the other two the range of quoted shares. be staggered into instalments because both of you are 
products are fairly low risk Tb provide the maximum of £500 a month over a period higher-rate taxpayers and 
the portfolio as a whole is not income in retirement, all three of 10 months, something expect to be so when your 
unduly risky. holdings should be placed in which is easily achieved with children’s private education 

The income is lower but a personal equity plan to a direct debit. begins in 2004. 

the fond should also provide obtain tax-free income, and all Secondly, build up exposure For one of you 1 would 

some good capital growth dividends should be rein- to the European sector with a choose the Bankers’ Invest- 
over the years which would vested until retirement. The £4,000 PEP invested in the ment Trust from Hendersons 
give a fair measure of pro- .first holding should be put Invesco European Growtii because it is a diversified 
lection against inflation. into a PEP from the start and Fund. Roy Powe heads the portfolio of international 

the others in the subsequent investment team, which shares, and rated medium 
Cherry Dodd, senior planning tax years. emphasises the need for in- risk, which aims to achieve 

consultant with Bradford & depth analysis and risk man- long-term capital growth. 

Bingley Building Society, rec- Philippa Gee of Gee & Co in agement, and m aintain s a limit The fund is trading at a dis- 

ommends funds for an investor Shrewsbury offers this advice of one third of the fund count of 8 per cent, which 
in his late forties. for a couple with £10,000 to invested in smaller companies, means buying shares for less 

I would put £4,000 into tuck away for bng-term growth. As a much more speculative than the valne of the assets 

GT Income Fund, chosen I am assuming that both investment, a sum of £1.000 within the trust. Part of the 

because of the consistently partners already have a mort- should be invested into emerg- capital is invested in the Far 
disciplined manner in which gage to finance, and the lump- ing markets. Stock markets in East, Japan, Europe and Aus- 
the fund is managed, achiev- sura is a one-off investment some emerging markets tend tralia so it will not be too . 
ing an annualised growth of rather than a regular annual not to be easy to trade, so I sug- dependent on the UK ot US 
14.3 per cent over the last 10 amount. gest the Fidelity Latin Amer- markets, 

years. A search for under- On that basis I recommend ica Fund. Be prepared for For the other I have also 

valued assets rather than £5,000 should be invested into large fluctuations in unit val- chosen an investment trust, 
high-yielding companies is of the Schroder UK Equity fond, ues, as this is definitely a fond Kleinwort Benson’s Charier, 
overriding importance to its a well established, conserva- for those with steady nerves which has a slightly above- 
success. It is my favourite tively run fond with strong, looking for long-term growth, average risk rating because it 
fond at present is mainly focused on Europe. 

Next put £3,000 into Credit _ . , . . . Again all income should be 

Suisse Income Fund, which TQ DrOVlde the maXimUm IllCOme .reinvested within the PEP 
has achieved an annualised . , . , , , , , . f°r capnal growth. This trust 

growth rate of 14.8 per cent m retirement, all three holdings is trading at a discount of 14 

over 10 years. The fund man- , ,, , . , . nrr> per cent which I believe rep- 
ager has a strong bias towards Should be placed in a rtr resents an excellent buying 

manufacturing companies. * j opportunity for the long term. 


our Private Investor Plan still offers better 
overall value than any other savings 
and investment plan available. 

We charge just 5p to invest the 
minimum £25 a month into the Plan * 
(Or. for example, £2 for a £1,000 lump 
sum.*) A small price to pay for Foreign 
& Colonial performance. The Plan 
allows you to choose from our wide 
range of investment trusts and even 
change your investment amounts and 
frequency without penalty. 

A first class idea from the inventors of the 
investment trust. Why not find out more? 

BETTER VALUE INVESTMENT IDEAS SINCE 1868 


F o r e i g n o 1 o n i a 1 


Phone 01734 828 802 or Fax 01734 344 622 any time, quoting the coupon code. 

Alternatively return this coupon to: Foreign & Colonial Management Ltd, PO Box 2, Twyford, Berkshire RG10 9NW 

Name .• • Address 

Postaxle Code:P281296lD 

5 year performance of £1,000 Invested in FSC fnv, Drtst PLC £1,833; bwesunent trust average £1X51. unit trust average £1,646 and Bldg. Soc. £1,292. 

•Hus statutory 0.5% Govt Stamp Duty on purchase. 

The value of shares and the Income from them can fall as well as rise and you may not get bade the full amount invested. Past performance is not a guide 
to the future. All figures sourced Miaopal, 20 yrs 31-8.76-30.3.96. 5 yrs 30.8.91-30.8.96. Investment trust figures basis: mid-marten prices, net income 
reinvested, Ind. historical 3.5% notional expenses. (Actual Han charges: 02% commission on purchase and sales, * 0.5% Govt Stamp Duty on purchase). 
Unit trust figures basis: offer to net Income reinvested. Building Society figures basis: highest net rate available (UK Savings £25^)00+ rate) total return, 
net Income reinvested.. Foreign 6 Colonial Management Limited (regulated by IMRO and the Personal Investment Authority) or its subsidiaries are the 
Managers of the Investment trusts. 
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PENSIONS BY 

PHONE 


24 hours a dav / davs a week Now you can pick up the phone and get 

pensions information or advice and even set up a plan, quickly and^vithout fuss 


0345 6789 10 

or talk to your Indeju-ndenl Hnunci.il Advisor 


SCOTT! SHYVI DOWS 


i'nr tour prolt'Ciinn, tour 


calls m Sourish Willow % mat be recnnlcd. Information or advice will onlv be provided on Scoitish Widows products. Issued by .Scottish Widows' Fund and Life Assurance Society, a mutual company . Regulated In ihc Personal investment Authority. 
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T he personal finance 
industry has made 
further progress in 
]QQ6, helped by the fact that 
most stock-market based 
investments, especially unit 
trusts, tracker funds and 
corporate bonds, have risen 
in value, and in spite of the 
shock waves from Morgan 
Grenfell's European funds, 
which led to a short-term 
reduction in the amounts 
being invested in a number 
of other managed unit 
trusts. 

It was a better year for 
homeowners, releasing 
maybe half a million of them 
from the negative equity 
trap, and it was a good year 
for most endowment policies, 
and pension funds. Many 
investors who never felt 
brave enough to look beyond 
a building society for their 
savings will be looking 
forward to a windfall of 
shares, and the chances are 
they will he more likely to 
retain them than punters 
who rushed for shares in pri- 
vatisation issues in the Eight- 
ies. and then cashed them in 
like betting chips. 

Many, but not ail. man- 
agement charges have been 
reduced, although the more 
exotic trusts still charge 5 
per cent upfront before 
starting to invest any of the 
money they attract. Many, 
hut not all. credit card com- 
panies have reduced charges 
in response to increased 
competition, and household 
and motor insurance premi- 
ums did not start turning up 
again until the Chancellor 
gave them a perfect excuse 
by raising (he tax on insur- 
ance premiums in the 
Budget. 

1 smell disaster, however, 
in two future changes to the 
law which will affect personal 
finance. The Government’s 
proposed bill to allow 


investors to take out insur- 
ance policies to protect some 
of their assets from being 
sold to pay for nursing care 
or having to go into a home 
when they arc old looks like 
being scaled down to allow 
policyholders to protect only 
£1.50 of assets for each £1 of 
insurance they buy, not the 
£2 which most insurers and 
pressure groups like Age 
Concern want. 

The Treasury also wants 
the right to scale the cover 
down stiff further in the 
unlikely event that it proves 
too popular and costs the _ 
Exchequer too much. It will 
t ' a miracle if the proposal 
pet. -iades more than a hand- 
ful of families to insure 
against something 75 per 
cent of oldies can already 
dodge by dying. 

I am also concerned that 
outline proposals for com- 
pulsory splitting of ail pen- 
sion funds on divorce will 
end up making more people 
unhappy than happy. 

It is true that women tend 
to get the short straw at pre- 
sent, but I am prepared to 
bet the proposed changes 
will leave most people 
poorer, especially if the pen- 
sions industry succeeds in its 
campaign to pass all the costs 
of splitting and transferring 
pension funds on to the indi- 
viduals involved. . 

I see a surge in divorces as 
the likely losers from pen- 
sion splits rush to end their 


failing marriages and limit 
their future obligations. I 
also see many injustices 
when partners who sepa- 
rated some time ago without 
formally divorcing find that 
pensions and.other assets 
they built up after separation 
suddenly become targets for 
their less successful partners 
to sue for. 
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Northern flock, Guam 01461714600 9feta3p . • 30 day £10300 

Btate^areMktr&urn *0148)700680 ’ Ottteelterf . -V 31/1/98 ' £5.000 

tathsu Rock. Gotti 01481714600 MWemtenBaid -V WX £10300 


630 war 
555 tar 
635F MBtortty 
750F tar 


~ 


tavestmntAcauts 



Incane Bonds 


Win tetris via store 

Mats and Sp«r* 01244 681681 

Sen via store 


Payment by ifirect debt 
%p» APR 

139 183 

1.87 245 

L94 25.9 


Plpnant by other ittheds 

' CapBafBood 
- First Option Beads. 

Series J • 

.5yea» -• 

. 12nonbB 

£100 

£1300 

%pei APS 

’ * 

• — 

' £33300 

139 ULQ 

faBteoarV Gtad toeoree Sand • 

.Ste»3 - 


£500 

1J7 Z6J 

270 293 

NSCtottabsQatfee) . 

■ 43nTissae ' 

. 98i tads feted 

Star . ‘ 

5 ye® - 

£100 

£100 

Chfctwr’s Bond 

•. issue H . 

. 5j« ‘ 

. £25 ' 


Clifford German 


APR AmaSsed pematags ate. B^CBufttiogs and Cantata tesuancelJVfXBS to vata ASU Aax tea t, s&snessand me&ptoyrnBnt 
£ 6aiatetoconqxef)asmBotamsunoc»po6qMieRa&mr22farz K- fkghenatB applies If insurance not arangxf 
N bimtadayntB hr abided period. 


P podonlf ' F fried refs 

N net rate A MwitodmalssitfcatXdtplQSsatlatmst, . . 

AO rates are shown puss arid are subject to dnup wfthu* notice. . Source: UOKfiACTS 01692500677. 
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AD rates sttyect to change vrittnut notice. 


SoJratMOmFACTS 01632500677 
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WE’VE TAKEN THE BEST BITS 
FROM OTHER INVESTMENTS AND 
PUT THEM INTO OUR 
HIGH INCOME FUND PER 
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\ 


INI) 


Antony MB&rd 
Manager of FnraJiDglQn 
Health Fund 


V 


Best performing 
International Equity 
Fund over I year 

Wall Street Journal 
Europe, Qusncrty ' 
Mnmal Pond Review. 
Jan, Apr, July and Oct 96 


I I 


rrvru' 


y- 


Ut*T 




Now you don't have to tear through the 
financial pages, trying to find the best deals. 

We've selected them for you and put them in 
our High Income Fund PEP. 

lb start with you're offered a tax-free income 
of 72%p.aT And you pay no entry or exit charges. 
We also think you shouldn't be ripped off on 
management fees. Ours is a very low 0,75%. 


If you'd like your money to work harder, 
invest a couple of minutes in a phone call. 

Our trained advisers don't work on 
commission, so instead of hard sell you'll get 
straightforward information and sensible advice 
on how to make the most of your money. Lines 
are open from 8am to 9pm, seven days a week, 
it'll cut out the need to look any further. 


Please tend me details of the Frandhtgton Health Fund. Return the coupon to: Fraridhtgton Unit Management Limited, 
Freepost, P.O.Box 2. Twyford, Reading, Berkshire RG108BR. , ' 


NAME 




ADDRESS 


Postcode 


* lV * ■- 


! ER 


0800 829 100 


1 1 1 p : 


WE WON'T SELL YOU AN INVESTMENT, WE'LL HELP YOU CHOOSE ONE 

'librnsM gress rcdnrjptar ywJd at 18. 1236. {gross rumhg yield 7.6XJ. The vabe of nuedne^ and any income from ftan, can feff as wet as rise and 
P™ Tuy net gel tock the M amoirt you invested. Part or aS of the anxal fnanagefnert diarge may be ped out of capita! - wWe ttds w9 enhance the kKame 
iblT*utPd rt may constrain capital growth. Tax concessions can change and their wi depend on your circumstances. Saws 81 Prosper Group Limited is 
regtriatedbytta Persnnal Investment Amhonty and MtO. We only advise on products and services offered by the F l em in g an d Saw ft Prosper MarfceBng&oup. 

Saw & Prosper Group Limited, FREEPOST, Romford 19/11 IBR. Please send me details of Save & Prospers High Income Find PER 

'Whll" - ' 


It it important to note drat investment in the Frjm&ngtan 

Hctddt Fund should be seen as a meditmt to long term 

investment. Performance to LI 1.96. S&P Healthcare Index is 
sterling adjusted, no income rejnvested, source Datastream. All 
other per formance source Miaopal. offer to bid, no income. 
Advertisement issued by Framlmgtort Unit Management 
limited, regulated by the Personal Investment Authority and 
IMRO. Member of AUTlF, Please rem e mber past performance 
is riot necessarily a guide to future performance. The price of ■ 
units and the income from them can fall os utcQ os rise and the 
investor may not receive back the foil amount invested which 
may in part be due to exchange rate fluctuations. We arid not 
disclose your name outsule die FntmUngton Group pic. 


N28/12/96H 
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New Year guide to the arts & entertainment 


eeth 


it 


02 J 




Film 

on release 


'■ ACTS OF LOVE (18) Dennis Hopper is 
j nicely understated in his first «a3 

! romantic lead, in this small -town 
i icwmkiog of / W ffff 

I THE ADVENTURES OF P1NOCCHK) 

; (LO PaldiyKvc-action version of the 

children's classic 

■ ALASKA (PGJ Eds’ eco- thriller with 

• two children trekking through Abakan 
! snowscapes to rescue their injured 

j father. 

j AMERICAN BUFFALO (15) 

Dustin Hoffman star? in David 
Mamet’s study of small-time crooks 
- planning a bekt. 

! ANTONIA'S LINE (IS) (subtitles) 

! Oscar-w inning feminist drama, 
j spanning five decades. 

! BEAUTIFUL GIRLS (15) Breezy, 

; hitler-sweet romantic comedy about a 
; grou p of (fiirtysomc thing buddies. 

[ LE BONHEDR (EST DANS LE PRE) 

I (15) fn ‘jhm l n l Undeiw hgtiTwng 
. farce abom the boss of a loflet-scal 
! factory who finds a new dt vfvre. 

With a cameo appearance by Eric 
j Cantona. 

BRASSED OFF (IS) Moving drama 

I ahfun rilB rlwtim* nf a rnming 

i cconnnmiiy. as seen through the eyes 
of the local brass band. 

i 

| BREAKING THE WAVES (IS) Em3y 
| Watson gives a towering performance 
in Lars \ton There’ barrowing epic, set 

i an the Scottish coast. 

1 

■ CHAIN REACTION (12) Rminle* and 
I conf usin g ** 1 *™ movie, with Keanu 

i Reeves discovering fusion and setting 
: off a chain of doses and explosions 

| A CHINESE GHOST STORY (IS) 

I Loopy martial-arts ghost story 
i wiih effervescent twiimmi* and 
eerie effects. 

i COURAGE UNDER FIRE (15) Golf 
War drama, with Denzel Washington 
Hying to decide whether chopper pilot 
1 Meg Ryan should be awarded a 
posthumous medal for bravery. 

; THE CRAFT (15) Andrew Fleming's 

■ black teen movie about higb- 
! school crooe& 

! 

| CRIMETIME (18) A TV-show serial 
Joller gets tips from a real psychopath 
I in tins disappointing thriller gun 
I George Shtizer. 

i THE CROW. CITY OF ANGELS (IS) 
j Ho Dow sequel, with Vincent Fterez. 

• EhAYL/GHT (12) When motorists get 
! trapped in an underwater tmmeL 

j Sylvester Stallone goes against the 
> dock in a disaster movie for the 90s. 

' THE DAY OF THE BEAST (IS) 

(subtitles) Gory, off-target black 
comedy from Spain. 

THE MY THE SUN TURNED OXD 

(12) (subtale) A boy accuses his 
mMherpfkiffioglat h th cii6 W4 his< „ 
sondrrejfmfc £t 1 jtutlQPj^ yjj j 

DRACULA: DEAD AND1DV1NG if A '* 1 
(FG) Md Brooks's dqncssingly 
"unfunny parody. 

DRAGONHEART (PG) 

Witty slice of SFX-Jaden hokum. 

THE EIGHTH MY (PG) Cloying 
Frenzfa febfc about a Down's 
syndrome sufferer. 

EMMA (U) Gwyneth Paltrow is the 
irrepressible matchmaker in Holly- 
wood's latest Austen adaptation. 

EVTTA (PG) Afam Parker’s film of the 
Tim Rioe/Andrew Lloyd Wfebber 
musfcaL The iconic Eva Feron is 
played with panache by Madonna, but 
the film lacks siyiiflic coherence and " 

emotional weight. 

THE FAN (15) De Niro stalks 
sportsman Wesley Snipes in 
Tbny Scon's crude and sadistic 
techoo-nair. 

FAREWELL MY LOVELY (PG) Forties 
film not. 

FARGO (15) Darkly comic thrifler 
from the Coen brothers. 

FEAR (18) Mark TOaMbag fails to 
convince as a psychopathic Casanova 
in this sftr k but gam teen-date thriller. 

FEELING MINNESOTA (18) Lumpen, 
loud thriller, with Keanu Reeves as a 
drifter wbo books up with his brother’s 
wife, played by Cameron Diaz. 

THE FIRST WIVES CLUB (PG) 

Midler, Hawn and Keaton exact 
revenge cm Ibcir husbands in a 
popular but flunsy comedy. 

FLED (PG) Incompetent re run of The 
Defiant Ova. 

GABBEH (NC) (subtitles! Good- 
looking but emotionally vacuous piece 
Of I ranian folklore. 

THE GLIMMER MAN (IS) 

Witless Steven Seagal vehicle. 

A GOOFY MOVIE (15) Goofy does 
some lather-son bonding. 

HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS 
(15) Jodie Raster directs this chifiy. 
unsy m pathetic comedy about a 
dysfunctional family. 

INDEPENDENCE DM (12) Aliens 
invade Ae US in ihk ever- hyped sa-fi 
blockbuster. 

1 SHOT ANDY WARHOL (18) Lili 
Tliytor steals the Stow as viofcndy 
radical feminiM- Valeric Sabinas, 
in ibis meditation on WuboTs 

1960s Rtctoiy. 

THE ISLAND OF DR MOREAU (12) < 

Schlock adaptation of HG Wtlls'S 
sci-fi riiwic, with Marion Brando, Mil 
Kilmer and David Tbewhs. 

i 

JACK (PG) Abominable comedy from 
Frauds Cop pda. with Robin Willinins 
pfaymg a lU-yrar-old boy. j 

JAMES AND THE GIANT PEACH fU) i 

Part- animat ed adaptation of the I 

cfaibWn'e pjmaf. 1 

JANE EYRE (PG) ZcfflRlIft dull 

and unsentimental inicipfcwrion ol 3 

Charlotte Bronte's noveL ' 

JINGLE ALL THE WAY (PG) Art* \ 

races to buy hi* son the season’s \ 

top toy m this unamusing and ■ 

hypocritical Christmas comedy. ^ 

JUDE (15) FtrccptKx fake on Hardy’s 1 
tragic last noveL with Christopher * 

Ecdeston and Kale Winslet. 4 


KANSAS CITY (15) Altman's mature 
and nwcntivr study of 1930s low-life 
desperadoes. 

THE LAST OF THE HIGH KINGS (15) 
Endearing Irish rites-of-passage 
comedy with a light touch. 

THE LAST SUPPER (NC) Grimly 

emotive Aids movie in which the 
camera never leaves the room of the 
dying protagonist. 

LONE STAR ( 15) John Szytes tightly 
plotted Tex-Mex murder mystery. . . 

THE LONG KISS GOODNIGHT (15) 

| Vulgar but thrilling action adventure, 
with Gcena Davis as an AD-American 
mnn| and nmnwiy ataman 

MICHAEL COLUNS (15) Liam Neeson 
is the heroic trirfi visionary «kI terror- 
ist in Neil Jordan's historical drama. 

A MIDSUMMER NIGHTS DREAM 
(PG) 1 ada ptati on of Adrian 
Noble’s RSC production. 

MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE (PG) Cblt 
TV series becomes state-of-tbe-artspy 
adventure, starring Tbm Crane. 

MR RELIABLE (15) Aussie comedy sa 
in the 1960s, which overstretches both 

r rcrTiii ilil y g prt cHTllim-iitality 

MULTIPLICITY (12) IniemriHenliy 
inspired dotting comedy, starring 
Michael Keaton as four different 
aspects of the modem male. 

THE NUTTY PROFESSOR (12) This 
remake of the 1963 Jerry Lewis 
comedy dasac sees Eddie Morphy as 
the fat professor who invents a potion 
to make him into a lithe Lothario. 

101 DALMATIANS (U) Writer John 
Hughes introduces umc Horne .-Hone 
mnrffc min live-action remake of 
Disney's 1961 animation- Sharp design 
and Glenn dose’s pantomime CrueJIa 
De VH are some compensation for 
wfaat an otherwise redundant exercise. 

THE PILLOW BOOK (IS) Eroticism 
and calligraphy from Peier Green- 
sway. 

JL POSTINO (U) (suhddaf Tbadnag 
N eapolitan romance about a post- 
man's friendship with a poet 

THE ROCK (15) Sean Cannery and 
Nicolas Cage as the first men to break 
into Alcatraz. 


jfrrarfaced: AntJyCiarcia pla 


“RMQj Mttus MATILDA (PG) 

Danny DeVito directs and stars in a 
luridly coloured, caitoamsh adaptation 
of Dahl, packed whh obscene vigour. 

SECRETS AND LIES (15) Mike 
Leigh’s compassionate family saga 
about a yotmg woman trying to trace 
her birth mother. 

STAR TREK: FIRST CONTACT (12) 
The eighth Tnk movie dispenses 
with the old crew and drafts in 
inmressive.4touMnspired set design 


STEAL BIG, STEAL LITTLE (12) 
Over-long mess or a movie with Andy 
Garda giving two bad performances as 
a pair of identical twins. 

STEALING BEAUTY (15) ■ 

Uv lyicr plays a girl trying to lose her 
virginity and find her father in the 
tales lyrical film from Bertolucci 

STRIPTEASE (15) Risible comic 
thriller, with Demi Moore. 

A SUMMER'S TALE (U) (juWrfes) 

Eric Rohmer’s beautifully measured 
study of tbe tangled love-affairs of a 
holidaying graduate. 

SURVIVING PICASSO (15) Anthony 
Hopkins fans rip as the century's great- 
est artist and most reprehensible lover 
in a modernist Merchant Ivory. 

A TIME TO KILL (15) 

Sandra BuDock and Samuel L Jackson 
emote for their five in Jota Grisham's 
race thriller. 

TIN CUP (15) Kevin Costner is 
unusually appealing as a gifted bur 
self-destructive goffer. 

TOUCH OF EVIL (12) Orson Welks’s 
classic B-movie iwir. 

TRAINSPOTTING (18) 

Danny Boyle directs Welsh's blistering 
portrait of junkie camaraderie. 

TRUE BLUE (15) Dull tale of the 
Oxford University boat-race mutiny. 

THROUGH THE OLIVE TREES (U) 
Tbe third port of Iranian director 

Kiarostami's skw -burning but 


landing a pan m a film about a local 
earthquake and feefing a few romantic 
iremom of his own over has collar. 

TWELFTH NIGHT (U) 
l Ttvmemalk adaptation by theatre 
director, Trevor Nunn. 

TWO DAYS IN THE VALLEY (18) 
Sick, self-regardinfi comedy raw 1 set in 
LA. with James Spader. 

TWO MUCH (PG) Sloppy, inconse- 
quential comedy with Melanie 
Griffith embamissirgly stilted as 
Dare! Hannah's sbier. and Anlooio 

Banderas as the dupliciious art dealer 
romancing them both. 

THE UMBRELLAS OF CHERBOURG 
(PG) Catherine Deneuve d tovm 


bovfncnd in Jacques TJcmfY. 19M 
unreal charmer, ftcsbfyresiarodaijd 
re- released. 

THE VAN ( 15) Final, least satisfying 
and most insraluting of the adapta- 

tkms of Doyle’s DuW® 

WHEN THE CAT'S AWAY (Ij (tuba- 
Iks) A lost cat triggers ths dehooos 
tale of tow. topetincssond community.. 

THE WIND IN THE WILLOWS (PG) 
faihe hmads Of director Teny Jones 


The 



West End 

101 Datatatfani (VI 

Vugm Fuftsm Road Sai-TtaoThu 120pm, 

XiUpm. (LlDptn, SUOpm (aM Toe); Wed 

ZJOpm, SJOpm, &20pm 

Vipa CheiMa 1220pm. JJftpm, 455pm. 

7.15pm, QJUqm (not Tue/Wrd) 

Button 230pm (Sat), 3pm (nm Sari, 6pm. 
RJOpm 

Screen on Baker Street ZStpm, 435pm, 
645pm. 855pm (nor Ttae) 

UCI WMtiays Su-Wed IOJ5am (wh 
W ad), U5fom (not Wed). 125pm. 110pm. 

(niHWedJ.aAfti-n (not Tbe). TjSpnMwH 
Hie) 

Swiss Cottage OOsan ipm, XJdpta, 630pm 
(not Tbe). 845pm (not Toe). 1 1 .10pm (Sal ) 
Qjphant Picture House 2pm (not Wed), 
4.15pm. 6jqpm,&A5pm(noLTue) 

Odeon Kensington 1145am, 210 pm. 
4.40pm. 7.1 Upm. 0.40pm (not Tor). 

12J0am (Sal) 

Rttzy 11.15am (SatiMon/Tue), 130pm. 



Odeon Leicester Square 1245pm, 325pm. 
&05pm I odi Tue). &45pm (not The) 

Ads Of Love (18) 

ABC PIccadBy (Formerty MGM) 130pm, 
4pm. bpm. aJOpm (not Toe) 

Warner West fret Su-Wed 5 JOpm. 9.40pm 
toot Tue) 

Antonia's Line (151 

ABC Swiss Cenre 4pm, 850pm (nor Tue) 
L'Atatanto(TG) 

Rttzy Onama Sna 220pm Zero DeCon- 
dmle 330pm 
Baba (V) 

Ritzy Cinema Sat 10am 
Beautiful Girts (IS) 

Odeon Kensington 420pm. Tjpm. 940pm 
(om Tue), IJJfwm (5*1) 

Warner West End 2pm. 420pm, 6J0pm. 
9.15pm (not Tue) 

Le Bonheor Est Dsns La Pre (15) 

Curzon Ptioenbc 130pm (am Soak 3.45pm, 

6.05pm. 820pm 

Gate Netting HIH 4pm 

ABC Swiss Centre 125pm, 340pm, 5J5pm- 

830pm (ore Toe) 

Braised Off (15) 


:rti(Bn£ayniaitcet 1.40pm. 335pm. 5 J5pm 
TJOtSjTS-USpm (not Tire), 835pm (not Thul 
Odeon Mezzanine, Leicaste Square lpm. 
330pm, 6pm (not The), 820pm (ooi Toe) 
Breaking The Waves (18) 

ABC Stattasbuty Avenue 125pm. 430pm 
(not Tim). 7.45pm (ootTuoThai 
A Chinese Ghost Story (NC) 
toy OnffiTH Shi lO20pnj; Mun 7J5pm 
The Craft (15) 

Warner West End SaUSaa I2mi>tnipjn 
The Crew: City Of Angels (18) 

Virgin Trocadero Sat iStmdoight 
Day Of The Beast (18) 

Metre Sat-Man/Thu lUipm. 430pm, 




ABC Tottenham Court Rood 130pm, 

405pm. 6.40pm. 4.15pm (ool Toe) 

Empire Leicester Sq 113fom (noi Wed). 
Spin, 430pm. 7pm, 9pm (Thu). 930pm (nor 
Dm/Tbii). USuodni^n (not Tue/Wed) 

UCI Whteleys Sal -Wed 1 Li Oam. 1.40pm, 
4.10pm. 6.45pm, 920pm tort Toe) 

Virgin Tracadere Sm-TWIhu 1245pm. 
330pm. 6,15pm. 9pm (not Tue). !2nnd- 
nrght (Salk Wed 1 .45pm, 435pm, 725pm 
ABC Baker street 1 25pm. 3.45pm. 6.10pm. 
835nm (mu Tue) 

Virgin Chetoea 1.15pm. 335pm, 645pm. 
9.15pm (am Tue/Wed) 

Swiss Cottage Odeon l.iOpm, 340pm. 
6.10pm (nol Tue). B.4Upra (notTncL 

11.16pm (Sar) 

The Day The Sun Turned Cetd (Tlanguo 
Niea) (12) 

ABC Swiss Centre 350pm. &50pm (not Toe) 
Dngonheart (TG) 

Plaza 120pm. 345pm. 6J0pm 
Ritzy Cinema Thu 10am 
Emma (If) 

Odeon Mezzanine, Leicester Sq lXCpm. 
335pm(Ll0pm(nol Tue), 845pm (noi The) i 
Evita (TG) 

Odeon West End 1115pm. 1.45 pm, 3-LSpcn. 
445pm, 6.15pm, 7.45pm (noi Too), 9.15pm 
(not The), 1045pm (not Tue), 1115am 
(SUi-Moa), 1.45am ( Sal -Mon 1 
The Exorcist (IS) 

Virgin Trocadero Sal ]2mldnigtu 
Fallen Angels (Duoluc Ttanbhi) (18) 

Ritzy Onerra Tue/Wed 325pm. 7pm- 
Onmaking Express S. 10pm 

The Fan (15) 

Odeon Mezzanine, Lefceste/ Square Sat- 
Mixi/WeiVThu 820pm 
Fargo (18) 

ABC Pan ton Street 130pm. 4pm. 625pm, 
SjOpm (wh Tue) 

The First Wives Club (PGJ 
Virgin Tracadere Sai-TodTho ILCOpm, 
iSpuL 440pm. 7pm. 920pm (ntu The). 
UmUibJn (Sat); Wed 12.45pm. 2JJ pm. 
SXtipm. 730pm 

Virgin Fulham Road Sat-TWTToi 140pm, 
4po.(i40pciL , J.t^sn(n« The): Wed 
230pm. 530pm, 830pm 
Odeon Kensington Sal-Mnn/Wedmm 
9.45pm. 12.15am (Sat) 

Empire Leicester Square 1.15pm. 345pm. 
6.15pm. 8.45pm (not Tuc). 1130pm (Soi) 

The Gtimmer Man (18) 

Warner West End SaiiSmi 1 130pm 
A Goofy Movie (U) 

Odeon Kensington 1.45pm 
Ritzy Cinema The I dam 
Independence Day (12) 

Swiss Cottage Odeon Sat I Ipm 
Odeon Mezanlna, Leicester Sq 240pm. 

5 JOpm (dm Tuc). 825pm (noi Tue) 

Virgin Trocadero Sm-Wcd 1105pm. 235pm. 
530pm. K45ptn (Sat-Mon). 1 1.45pm (Sal); 
Thu 12J)5pni 

Warner West E"d 220pm. 530pm. SJflpm 
(noi Tuc). li mi d ai g h l (SatiSun) 

I Shot Andy Warhol (18) 

Vhpn Haymartet 1pm, 330pm, 6pm, Ohm 
It Came From Outer Space (PG) 

Ritzy Cinema Szl Khun 
Jack (TO) 

RKzv Cinama Toe ]Uam 
Jacquot da Nantes (PG) 

Screen on fee Hill Wed Spa 
James And The Giant Paach (Ui 
ABC Tottenham Court Road 145pm 
Jingle AH The Way (PG) 

Plaza 230pm. 425pm. 630pm. S.4i^«n (run 
Tue). 1130pm (Sail 

Swiss Cottags Odaon 130pm, 4pm. 6uQ5pm 
(nm Tile) 

Vugm Trocadero Sit-Tuc/Thu 12 . 10 pm, 
125pm. 430pm, 6.40pm, 9pm [not Tuck 
Wed Ildlkwi, 145pm, 43/lpm, 7.10pm 
UCI Whttetoys Sal-Wed 1 130am (nm Wed). 
135pm, 420pm. 530pm. RJ5pm (not Tuc) 
Warner West End ipm (not Wed). 3.10pm. 
5.10pm, 7,K^m. 920pm (not Tuc), 

I I JOpm (Sai'Sun) 

Odaon Kensington IZIOpm, 125pm. 

4.40pm. 725pm 

Odaon Mezzanine, Lscesiar Square 
HOpm. 4.10pm. 5.10pm (nm Tue) 

Virgin Chrises lpm.3.10pin. 5.15pm, 720pm 

Jude (15) 

Odeon Mezzanine, Leicester Sq 3,10pm. 
530pm (nm Tuc). S25pm ( not The) 

ABC Panton Street U5pm. 6pm 


Kansas City (15) 

Chelsea UUpm. 340pm. 6.10pm. 840pm 
ABC StuBesoury Awreie 240pm, 5J0f«n, 
830pm (nm Tue) 

Ritzy Cmama 240pm (Sai/Mnnl. 450pm. 
7f«o (SufcSnn) 

Last Of The HSgh Kings (IS) 

Odeon Kensington Sal 12Xt5om 
ABC Tottantura Court Road 6.10pm 
The Long Kin Goodnight ( 18) 

Warner West End 1.15pm (dm Wed), 4pm. 
630pm, 93opm (noi Tuc). 12.15am 
(SaUSun) 

Odeon Haymarhet 2pm. 6pm (dm Tue). 
840pm (not Tue) 

Virgin Trocadero Sal-TuoThu 1220pm. 
3.QSjxn. 6pm, 850pm (dot Tuc), 12mid- 
nighi (Sat): Wed 140pm. 44irpm, 725pm 
Ritzy Cinema 330pm. 9.10pm (not 
Tue/Wed). 1140pm (Sill 
Swiss Cottage Odeon Sat-Wed 825pm. 
lLQ5pm (Ssi) 

Odaon Kensington Sal-Wed 330pm, 

6.40pm, 930pm (not Tucl, 1225am (Sail; 
Thu 930pm 

Gala Nottlng Hill 1 30pm. 9pm (ooi The), 

1 1 JOpm (Sat) 

Virgin Cheisaa Sat-MomThn 920pm 
Loot Star (15) 

ABC Piccadilly (Formerly MGM) 2pm. 

5. 1 torn. 8pm (not Toe) 

Roald Dab’s Matilda (FG) 

Virgin Trocadero Sai-TuefThu 1 205pm. 
2L5pm, 420pm. 630pm. 845pm (noi Toe); 
Wed 1235pm, 22Spm, 5pm. 720pm 
Warner West End 1220pm (noi Wed), 
240pm, 450pm. 7pm. 9J0pm (ool Toe], 

11 30pm I SaUSun) 

Odeon Kensington 205pm, 435pm. 7JSpm, 
935pm (not Toc/Thn) 

Virgin Chelsea 1230pm. 240pm. 430pm. 
7-HSpm. 925pm (ooi Tue/Wed) 

Ctapham Picture House 215pm (not Wed), 
430pm. 645pai, 9pm (mi The) 

1X1 Wh Haleys Sal-Wed 1 120am. 1.45pal. 
4.05pm. 6.40pm, 9pm (aoi Tue) 

Swiss Cotfr^e Odeon 125pm. 4pm, 630pm 
1 (noi Tue), 850pm (not The) 

Ritzy Cinema 1 1 50am (ooi Sun/Wed), 
125pm. 4pm, 6.05pm. SJt^xn (ool The) 
Mfchaal Cottns(15) 

Virgin Fulham Road Moo/TWIfau 230pm. 
6pm (not Thu). 820pm (Monk Su/Sus 
.. 1220pnu3j0pin, tips. 830pm: Wed 2pm. 
5pm, 8pm 

wamer West End 1215pm (not Wed), 
230pm. 540pm. 8 JOpm (not The), 

1120pm iSai/Snn) 

Mission: linnaasSile (PGi 

Plaza Sm-lWW^/Tlm 840pm. 1125pm 

(Sal) 

The Nutty Professor (12) 

Plaza 1 5CY™. 425pm. 630pm, 850pm (mH 
Turk 1L-J5pra/S*l) 

One Falsa Mora (18) 

Rrtzy Cinema Thu 2pm. 720pm 
TV PBkw Book (IS) 

Lumlere 1220pm. 325pm, 6pm. 835pm 
(not Tue) 

Gats Netting Hill 625pm 
II Pnstfaw (15) 

ABC Swiss Centre 125pm. 6 . 10 pm 
Secrete And Lies (15) 

ABC Pardon St 2pm. 5pm. 8pm (not Thu) 
Steepen (15) 

Virgin Trocadero Thu 545pm. 845pm 
Ritzy Onema Thu 830pm 
Virgin Kaymarket Thu 8.10pm 
Swiss Cottage Odeon Thu 8.05pm 
Virgin Fufharn Road Thu 6pm, 9pm 
Warner West End Thu bJOpm, 925pm 
Odeon Kensington Thn 4.45pm, 9pm 
Star Trek First Contact (12) 

Ritzy 1 1.40am (MooThu). ^un. 420pm, 
6.40pm. 9pm [om Tuel, 1 1.15pm (Sal) 
Empire Leicester Square 1045am (ool 
WedFITinj. 1.15pm. 3.45pm, 6.15pm. 

845pm (ooi Tue), 1 1 JOpm (Sal I 
Plaza 133pm. 4JBpm. 625pm. 9.10pm (oot 
Toe), 1 130pm (Sal) 

UCI WMeteys Sal-Wed 13.05am (ool 
Wed), ^ho, 4.40pm, 7.]Dpm, 92^im [dot 
T he) 

Virgin Fulham Road Sai-Tue/Thu lpm, 
530pm, 6.45pm, 920pm (noi The); Wed 
210pm. SJCbin, 810pm 
ABC Baker Street 130pm. 530pm, 6.10pm, 
835pm (ooi Toe) 

Empire Lei coster Square 1045am ion 
Wed/Tho). 1.15pm. 245pm, 6.15pm, 845 
(nm Tue), 113Upm (Sal) 

Swiss Collage Odeon 1.15pm, 245pm, 
6J3pm (noi Tue). 840pm (noi Tue). 
lUKipm (Sell 

Ntttmg Hrfl Coronet 130pm (n« Sun). 
335pm, 620pm, 845pm 
Ctapham Picture House 445pm, 9J5pm 
(not The) 

ABC Tottenham Court Road 135pm, 

4.10pm. 640pm, 925pm (tux Toe) 

Virgin Trocadero Sai-Tte/Ttai lpm, 345pm, 
620fai, 9 JOpm (noi The), 1210am (Sal); 
Wed 110pm. 450pm, 730pm 
Screen on the Green 330pm. 620pm. 

840pm (noi Tuc) 

Odeon Kensington 130pm, 4J0pm, 650pm. 
9 JOpm (no The). 121 torn (Sail 
Stealing Beauty 115) 

ABC Panton street 3.40pm. 820pm (noi 
The) 

Surviving Picasso (15) 

Renoir 1250pm, 325pm. 6pm. B35pm 
UCI WhfteteyB Sal-Wed lpm. 3.40pm, 
625pm. 9.10pu (Su-Mon) 

Virgin Fulham Road Sal-TuoThn 1230pm, 

320pm. 6.10pm. 9pm (nor Thch Wed 

13(lpm. 430pm. 73t)pm 

The Minema Sai-MonjThu 330pm. 6pm. 

SJflpm 

Swiss Cottage Odeon lpm. 330pm. 1 6pm 
I noi The), 830pm (md The), 1 Ipm (Sal) 
Virgin Haymarkat 215pm, 5.10pm, 8JBpm 
Screen on Baker Street 3pm. 535pm, 

330pre (not Tuc) 

Ritzy Crama i.iD^m (not WedL 3.40pm. 
6.10pm. 845pm (ool TneL 1 125pm (Sal) 
Warner West End 1240pm (not Wed), 
3.13pm, 5 JOjan. 8.40pm (nor The), 

11.40pm (SatiSun) 

Through The Oirn Trass (U) 

Renoir 3pm. 4.15pm. 630pm. 845pm 
Metro Sii-MotbThn 2pm. 4.15pm. 630pm. 
845pm 

A Time To Kffl (15) 

Warner West End l^noon (nor Wed), 3pm. 
6pm. 9rm (not TucL I20Aun (Sal/Sun) 
TWstitn Night (111 
ABC Swiss Centre 1.15pm. 6.11^™ 

The Untareflas Of ClKrtmBg (FG) 

Richmond FUmhouse 3pm S30pm 8pm 
Barbican Cinema 3pm 6.15pm 840pm 
Curran Maytrir 1.45pm (not Sun), 4pm 
b.lSpm-HJOprn 

Sawn on the HiR Sii-Tuc/Hro 3pm 5pm, 
725pm 925pm (oot The): Wed 235pm, 
7.15pm 925pm 
The Van [15l 

ABC Panton Street 125pm 330pm. 

545pm, 815pm (ooi Tuc) 

Warner West End 1225pm torn Wed), 
230pm. 730pra (noi Tne/Thu) 

When The Ck*s Aaray 1 15) 

Ctapham Picture House 130pm (oot Wed). 
7.15pm 

ABC Swiss Centre 1.40pm. 340pm. 6pm. 
830pm (aot Tue) 

The Wind In The Willows (Uj 
Odeon Kaumgton 115pm 
Ritzy Onema Tim 10am 
WthnaBLIdS) 

Cwzon Wett End 1.40pm (not Sun). 

335pm 815pm. 635pm 


London reps 


HaOybuUi Lane. NW3 (0171-435 152$) Sat- 
urday 28 Angata And hmete (18) 22Upm, 
645pm + Emma (U) 424pm. 850pm 
Sunday 29 Cronaea Di Un Arm* (Story Of 
A Love Affair) (IS) 125pm L'Awenture 
(PG) 25npm Fargo (18) 525pm. 9.15pm 
The Usual Suspects (18} 720pm 
Monday 30 Day tor Night (PG) 220pm. 
830pm + The Last Meiro (12) 4.35pm + 
Jules El 2m (PG) 635pm 
Tuesday 31 Las Entente Du Paradis (PG) 

1. 15pm 630pm + The Beauty and the 
Beast (PG) 4.45pm 

Wednesday 1 Smoke (15) 5.20pm. 9pm + 
Bloc in the Face (15) 72tipm Dt fc a tostaw 
(15) lpm -r- Dm (15) 230pm 
Thursday 2 Alphaville (PG) 130pm 7pm + 
Pierrot LeFtro ( 15) 331pm, 850pm 4- Une 
Femme rat une Femme ( 18) 530pm 
Friday 3 Heat (IS) 2pm. 725pm + Flesh 
3.45pm, 9.10pm 4- Wmncn m Rcvuli 
53$pin 

ICA CINEMA 

The MalL SWI (017(^30 3647) 

Thursday 2 Gabbeh Thu. Fri 5pm 7pm, 
9pm Patrick Kofltar Shorts Tim. Fri 
630pm 8 J 0 pm 

NATIONAL FILM THEATRE 

South Bank SE1 (0171-633 02744a; 9283232) 
Saturday 28 An^rst (PG) 4pm In Search of 
the Castaways (U) 4.10pm Sfaigate (PG) 
530pm Mixed Delights 3: Wodatioua Sea- 
son 6.15pm The Purer Firefly (15) 730pm 
independence Day (L2) 815pm Young at 
Heart (1954) &30pm 

Sunday 29 Independence Day (121840pm 
in Search of the Castaways (U) 4pm Holi- 
day Inn (U) b_i5pm Germany, Pate Mother 
(15) 630pm Little Women (U> 730pm The 
Perez Family (15) 830pm The Siianca Of 
The Lambs (18) 84Spm 
Mmday 30 August (PG) 230pm 630pm 
The GM an the Boat 6pm Hw Perez Fami- 
ly (15) 840pm Anchoress (12) 8.45pm 
Tuesday 31 August (PG) 4pm Little 
Women (U) 4.15psn 

Wednesday 1 Th# Secret Of Roan Wsh (U) 
4pm 4V No (PG) 4.10pm Serpico (18) 6pm 
ririn Russia With Lora (PC) 620pra 

(PG) 73Dpm She's Gotta Have It 
; USMUQpm Grddfinger (PG) 

■ 845pm Tnuraday 2 August (PG) 

230pm Thunderbafl (PG) 6.10pm 
Roger and Me (15) 6.15pm 8 1/2 (15) 

7 30pm Without Lora 830pm Clarks (18) 
8A5pm 

_ Rdday 3 See of Love (18) 230pm The Gen 
•Jdm i Sisters (15) 6.15pm The Typewriter, 

' Tht Rifle and The Movie Camera 620pm 
Mamie 730pm Park Row 7.40pm Dm Day 
Afternoon 830pm The Steel Heines 
9 20pm 


PHOENIX CINEMA 

High Road. N2 (0181-444 6789) 

Saturday 28 II Postino (15) Su aJOpm 
Sun 5.45pm Breaking The Waves (18) Sm 
8.45pm obo Sun 8 1 □pm. Mon-Thu 525pm 
Monday 30 Lone Star (15) 83<lpra. abn 
Wed, Thu 8J0pra 

Friday 3 The Umbrellas Of Oi e th ouig (PG) 
3pm. 5pm, 7pm, 9pm 


Kingdaod High StrecL EK (0171-254 0677) 
Sstuday 28 The Wind In The WBkrwt (U) 

I lam 101 Daireshans (U) Sal -Tue, Wed. 
Thn 2pm. 4.15pm. 630pm, 845ren (nrt Tue) 
The Godfather Part II (18) IU5pm 
Friday 3 Evfla (PG) UUpm. 5 JOpm 840pm 


Crisp Rd. W6 (D1S1-741 2S5fl t 7m30 0100) 

Saturday 2B Notorious (PG) 630pm 4 Re- 

becea(PG) 830pm 

Sunday 29 Red Desert ( 15) 6pm + 

L'Awenmra (PG) 820pm 

Monday 30 The Lady Vanishes (PG) 

6.45pm 4 The 39 Steps (PG) 845pm 

Thursday 2 The Big Sleep (15) Tbu/Fri 

635pm -r- Farewell My Lovely (PG) 9pm 


CHAPTER ARTS CENTRE (U1Z22-.M9666) 
Saturday 28 SUKhw (15) Sst-Nton7Juren 
Sunday 29 Gtancvry Gten Ron (15) fpm 
Thursday 2 Kansat City (15) TbiLFn 
84a*n R Postlm (15) Thn Fri 6. 15pm 
Gabbeh Thn — 7 jnpm: Fn 730pm 


IPSWICH FILM THEATRE (01473.: J 5544) 
Saturday 28 C8y Of Last CMrhen (15) 
6pm. KlSpim Steafiog Baauty (15) h. L5bm 
Thursday 2 The Wind to The Witowi (U) 
Thu Fri 230pm. 6.15pm Bostoa Krckout 
(18) 'Iha'Fo Mm The Snapper (15)TbuTn 
S.15pmTouch Of Cv8 (12) Tha Fn Kjnpm 
Friday 3 Barton XkMat (18) r!.15r>m 
Touch Of CMU12) 830pm The Wind In 
The WMaws (U) 230pm. 6.l5rm The 
Scupper (15) 6pm 


COOK CITY (0itfG4£3M7) 

SMuday 2B Seonts And Lies (15) 5 JOpm. 
815pm Tarhter (PG) 2Jllpm 
Sunday 29 The Crossing Guard (18) 5pm 
UHou an Mai (15) 730pm 
Monday 30 *u icpe ndence Day (12) Mm,. 
Tbe 2itom. 5J0pm. 8L4pm dha Wed 
Uttpo, 5.45pm Thn 845pm. Fn 230pm 
vraS wd a y 1 Sterttog Beauty (15) Wed 
815pm: sbolhu 258pm. 815pm. Fri 
3.45pm. 815pm 

Friday 3 Chopper Chida hi Zombie Town 

Upm Sheafing Baauty (IS) 5.45pm. 815pm 
Independence Day (12) ZJUpm 

PLYMOiaH 

PLYMOUTH ARTS CENTRE HU7*C bHUH)l 
Thursday 2 Brassed Off (15) Thu Fn Hpm 

London locals 


WARNER VILLAGE 

(11181-896 00661 0 Park Royal 

101 Dabnattans 1030am, Him. lpm. 

I JOpm. 3J0pm, 420pm. 6pm. 650pm. 
920pm. 9 JOpm. IlJupm (Sul 
Dayfight 1250pm, 3 40pm. 620pm. Qpm. 

1 1.40pm (Sal) 

First Wives Ctab Sal-Wed 720pm, vJOpm 
Angle AB The Way ll.IOsm, 1.40pm. 

4.1 tom. 6.40pm, 9.10pm 

The Long Kiss Good n ight 1.10pm. 33npm. 

7J15jan. V.aopra 

Roald Dahl's Matflda lOJCaro. 1 JOpm. 

4pm. AJOpm. 850pm 

Seeped Thn n (Bpm, 9.15pm 

Star Trek: FM Contact It JOun. 12JUpm. 

2pm, 320pm. 430pm, 7pm. 8.10pm. 

N40pm 9 JOpm. iZmidoigM (Sul) 

BROMLEY 

ODEON 10181-315 4211} BR: Dromluy 
North 

101 Dahnatians Su i 135am, 2pm, 4,30pm, 
7 05pm. 950pm: Sun-Thu lpm. 3,35pm. 
6.10pm (not Tue), 850pm (ofrt Tue) 
Jte^eAlThaWaySai L10pm..V2(tin.5Japo V 
Sao-Hai 1230pm unSmYHsi),2iSpia 
435pm [not Thu). n.4Tpm (not IhcThu) 

The Long Kiss Goodnight Su 735pm, 
935pm; Sun-Thu K 45pm (nm Tue-Ttan) 
Raid Dahl's Matilda Su 12-iftpm. 235pm. 
5Jt5pm. 730pm. lOpeu Sun-Thn 1 1.45am 
(not San/Tucl, 205pm. 425pm. 6.45pm 
(ooi The), 845pm (not Tue) 

Star Trek: Fart Contact Su tlJOun. 225pm, 


■BU B 1 aa™ 

Regional reps 

» . r ronvnnu 


BRIGHTON 

DUKE OF YORKS [01273-62626 [fcc 602503) 
Sahaday 28 Alaska (PGI 1130am Tlu Van 
(15) SaL Sun, Mon. Thu J JOpm, 9pm; abn 
Tue 3 JOpm. Wed 9pm Brassed 0ff(15)Su- 
Tho 645pm Junes And The Giant Peach (U) 
Sal L30pm;alro Sim 1130am. 1 JOpm 
Monday 30 The Advantmes Of Pinocch i o 
OD Mon. Toe 1130am. 1 JOpm 
Wednesday 1 The Wind In The Wifiows (U) 
Wed 3pm. Spue also Thu II JOnm. 130pm 
Friday 3 A Mdsunmar Nlgbft Dream (PG) 
Fri 2pm. 6.45pm The Umbrettes Of Cher- 
bourg (PG) Fri 430pm. 9pm 

BRISTOL 

WATERSHED (01 17-925 3845) 

Saturday 28 Emma (U) Sal- Mon 3pm. 
545«n; also Thn 3pm, 5J0pm Michael 
Ccflats (15) Sal-Man, Thn 81 Upm Kansas 
City (15) Su-Mon. Thu 820pm Boned. 
Off (15) Su-Mon. Thn 3JBpin, 6pm 
Frtdsy 3 Day Of The Bsnst (18] 3pn.4fa, 
820pm Beautiful Girts (15) 6pm, 8.10pm 

CAMBRIDGE 

ARTS CINEMA (01223-572929) 

Saturday 28 The Nutcracker (II) Uam 
Kansas City (15) 5al-Mon, Thn 4pm. 9pm; 
aba Tuc ^m. Wed 9pm. Fri 2pm. 11.15pm 
TWeHth Nyht (U) Su 630pm; alw Son- 
Toe, Thu 1 30pm; also Wed 4pm A Mid- 
summer Night’s Dream (PG) Sat I JOpm: 
also Sun-Thu 630pm 
Friday 3 Kansas CRy (15) 2pm, 11.15pm 
Shine (12) 430pm. 6A5pm, 9pm 


CROYDON 

CLOCKTOWER (0181-253 1030) BlLOoy- 
don Wca/East 
Emma Sun 3pm 

Roald DahTi Matilda Sai-Ttac/Thu Uam 
(nm Sal), Ipm. 5pm (not Sun). 5pm, 7pm 
(not Trie) 


ABC NORTH FI ELDS AVE (0181-567 1075) 
BR/& Ealing Bmdnpfi Northfickls 
The Adventures Ol P i noccfain 1.45pm. 4pm 
FMWins-Gifb 815pm, 8.45pm (noi Tim) 
The Hunchback Of Notre Dame Sai/Sun 
1.45pm, 4pm 

VIRGIN UXBRIDGE ROAD (0181-1353003) 
BR/& Ealing Broadway 
101 Dalmatians Su-lWITm ] 130am. 
210pm. 430pm. 6.45pm, 9pm (ooi Tue); 
Wed 120pm. 340pm. tqnn. 815pm 
DteWSM-lhcmm LUjan, 350pm. 630poi. 
9J5jra(omThekWtil.45poi,445pm.7A5pro 
Arete Ai The Way Sat-Tuc/Tbu 1230pm, 
5pn; Wed 1 30pm, bpm 
Sleepen Thn 9pm 

Star Trek: First Contact Sat-TWnui 
230pm. 7pm, 930pm font The): Wed 
3 JOpm. 8pm 


WARNER (DI8MZ79W4J tifftenravcn the Hi 
101 Datma&ans 1120am (not Wed), 
1225pm (nm Wed), 1 20pm (noi WedL 
245(01. 3.40pm. 5jQ5pm. 6pm. 720pm (noi 
The), 8 JOpm (ooi The), 9.40pm (noi Thu), 
Upm (Su) 


Dayfight 1240pm (aoi Tuc). 3.15pm. 

625 pm. 9pm (am Tucl, 1 1 35pm (an Tiki 
T he First Wives Cfab 7pm |nx Thu). 
92Upm (nm Tac-Thn), II Jilpm (Sal) 

Angle Ah The Way I ftpn(iu WodL 
53ripm. 8411pm (uni Tncll IJOpmiSiij 
long Kris GouhiMM l2UVui(nui WcJl ,\u 
U-VJpni (nm Thu ), 9 |nn Tuc Thu) 
Roald Dshft Matflda ll.Vbjn (noi W«d|, 

1 .45pm (not Wed), 4pm, 6 . 15 pm. 850pm 
tool Tuc). ll.inpm (Su) 

Steepen Tha 7pm. 955pm 

Star Trek: Flirt Contact 1 ] JOun |nn 

Wed). 1-Wpm (ant Wedl. 2pm. 4. Ilinm. 

4 JOpm, 640pm. T.IUpm. 9.10pm. 95 U(hi 
ia<i Tuc). I1.45pm (Sul 


ODEON (dlkl-315 42211 ♦ Guns IliU 
101 Dateutiant Sal 1250pm. 3211pm. 
620pm, 851 ipm; Sun- Wed IJOpm. .iJripnu 
bJOpra (nm Tucl, 850pm (mu Tuui; Thu 
12 JOpm. 52upm. H3lipBt 

The Adwntnres Ot HnoccMo Sal II JOam 
Oayflgbt Sal I JUpm. 3 JOpm. fi I Upm. 

X 41^01: Sun-Thu 12 4Upm, .l.Vtptn, b illpm 
(mi TocL 841 ipm (noi Tuc) 

Dragpnheart Su II 44 taro 

Jtngte All The Way Sul -Thu lpm. 3 ■rripm. 

550pm ia>n Tuc) 

The Long Kiss GondMghi 8 u-W« 1 820pm 
Roald DabTs Matilda 122upm. .Llilpra. 
5.40pm ukk Tucl. 8 IPpminm Tuel 
Sl ee p e r s Thu 7,4ripm 
Star Trote Flirt Contact Hal I 4Hpcn. 

4 IDpni. f> JOpm. 9.15pm; Sun-Thu iTJupm. 
3pm, upm l ool The), 8Wpm |u« Tor) 

KINGSTON 

OPTIONS (!M81-54t> W!H) UR Kin^t.ui 
101 Dalmittsas 1.15pm. 3.4upm,uKpni. 
8311pm (noi Tucl 

Dayifght 11 Spin. 535pm, 815pm Hun Tucl 
Jhrete AI Ths Way 125pm. 6. lUpm 
Star Trek: Flirt Contact 3.15pm. K.2i\no 
lni>r Tue] 

RICHMOND 

ODEON (1)1X1-315 421X) BR*te KKfaronnd 
101 Dalmatians 1.15pm tTncL 4pro I Tuel. 
6.45pm (not Wed I, U. Vlfmi (nut Wed) 
DsyUgM lpm (Tut L 3 41 pm (Tuel. i> 211pm 
(no! Wed). 9pm in>n Wed) 

Rorid DahTi Matilda l.iOjen (Tucl. -JW^wi 
iTikl 6Jilpm (me Wed). 9 3ipcn m I w»dl 
Ste spsrs Thu 9.15 pm 

ODEON STUDS? (D1KI -332 USM-O- Rktunul 
101 Dalmatians lpm |TuvL JJttim iVoci. 
6 JOpm [n<i Wed). U.liipm (me Ivrd) 
Bratsad Off 4 ] 5 pm |nn Wedl 
Dngonheart Sal Ham 
A Goofy Movie Sal 1 lam 
The Hunchback Of Notre Dome Su I lain 
Jingle All The Way 2pm (Tucl, 4. (upm 
(Tuc). 7pm (mV Wed) 

Lang Kin Goodnight Ipm (The). 3 J5pm 
(Tuel. 625pm dke WeJL 4.111pm lux Wedl 
Star Tnriu Fast Contact lpm (Tuc), 3 45pui 
(Tucl.bJUpm, h.uipni (nm Wed) 

The Wind in Tht Wfliows Sal II. un 

ROMFORD 

ABC (0]7in-743Kte) UK: RomluoL 
101 Dalmattens Sai-MoaW’cilThu 
1.15pm. 3.45pm, b.l5pm. 8411pm: Tuc 
1 2 15pm. 235pm. 435pm 
Dayllglit Sat-MimWcdThu lpm. 325pm. 
bpm. 830pm: Tuc 1135am. 220pm. 4.45pm 
Jingle All The Way Sat-MnnW cdThu 
125pm. 620pm: The 1225pm. 5. Illpm 
Star Trek: Feel Contact Sat-Mun/WedThu 
335pm, 82tipm. Tuc 245pm 

ODEON LIBERTY 2 (lll7Uti-729U4(Jl 
BR: Rumford 

101 Dalmatia ns llJtom (nil Wed], 
1245pm, 1 45pm. 3.15pra. 4.15pm, 5.4Upm 
(noi Tuc). 6.40pm (nm The). 8pm (nm 
The), 9pm (nm Toe) 

Dsj%htSai I JOpm. 4.15pm. 7pm. 9pnu 
Sun-Thu 1250pm, 325pm, 6pm (not The), 
8J5pni (noi The) 

Dregonheart Sat 1 1.05am 

The First Wins Qub Sm 1.15pm, 3 45pm. 

720pm, 9.4Upai: Sun-Thu l.llipm. 3.40pm, 

6pm (not Tuc). 830pm (noi Tucl 

A Goofy Movie Sal llJ)5am 

Jack Su 11.05am 

Jhgje AS The Wqr 11.15am (not Wed), L2(lpni. 
3J(4»H 6pra (not The). 840pm (n« The) 

The Long lOw Goodn i g ht Sat 120pm. 4pm. 
6.45pm. 930pm: Sun-Thu 1250pm, 320pm, 
555pm (not Tuc), 8JUpm (nm Tue) 

Roald Dahl's Matflda 11. 15am I not Wed). 
130pm. 330pm, 6.15pm (noiTue), 845pm 
(noi Tue) 

The Nutty Professor Sal lLQ5am 

The Santa Clause Sm llXClam 

Shepea Thu 135pm. fUUpm 

Star Tide Flirt Contact Sot 1 JOpm. 430pm, 

7pm, 930pm; Sun-Thu lpm. 3.35pm. 810pm 

(nen The) 8.40pm (nor Tue) 


00E0N 

(01426-931395) «■ Utimdge 
101 Dalmatians 1120am (no) Wed). 

1 JOpm, 855pm. 625pm. 845pm (nm Tue) 
Roald DaNh MatRcte 11.40am (nor Wedj. 
2pm. 4.15pm. 8411pm, 850pm (noi Tuc) 



Anthony Hopkins shows his versatility (and his tonsure) by impersonating the 20th century's greatest visual artist in ‘Surviving Picasso’ 


F a 




*!BBKCfcC«A — jCfc m JMHi-- - 




20 


New Year guide to outings & country walks 


Into Battle for a bit of English history 


1066 and all that? Revisit the site of the famous encounter, suggests Simon Calder 


Y ou probably have your own per- 
sonal agenda for New Year's Day, 
hut pertiaps you couM entertain the 
following proposition. The Nor- 
mans attacked at dawn - and to maximise 
the chance of encountering the battlefield 
in blissful isolation, so can you. 

This 1 January, dozens of English 
Heritage properties will be opening to the 
public for the first time on a New Year's 
Dav. A good question to pose is: why have 
ihev not been open on the bank holiday in 
the past'.’ After all, in many parts of the 
world tourisi attractions keep going 365 


ons keep 

dawavear. But this is England, where pro- 

hind 


prictv dictates that most people stay be 
closed doors. Perhaps it is the liberal influ- 
ence of Europe, but this New Year the 
leash is being loosened a notch. 

So how to make the most of the new 
freedom? Without wishing to be too pre- 
scriptive, I suggest you resolve to catch the 
first train of the day from Charing Cross 
to Battle in Sussex. The service leaves Lon- 
don at 8.10 on New Year's morning, and a 
day return will cost £12.90. 

'll is important to travel by train because 
you will be deposited at a folly. What looks 
like an austere Scots chapel schoolhouse, 
all formal gran ire. was installed when the 
railway carved through the South Downs 
150 years ago. 

With a pause for puff half-way up on the 
haul to the town of Battle itself, you 
should get to the front gate of the most sig- 
nificant site in English history. 

Those gentle Sussex meadows that slide 
away towards the coast were once the 
killing fields. King Harold and his army, 
bedraggled and fadgued after the battle of 
Stamford Brook, sped south to confront 
the Normans who had landed at Hastings. 

The rest, as they say, is English history: 
remember 14 October 1066, and all that? 

English Heritage has attacked with 
imagination the problem of how best to 
present the site of the famous battle. An 
unobtrusive audio system guides you 
around the serene slopes with a succession 
of scenes. 

Some of the actors sound wortyingly like 
members of Eastbourne Rep, but the sto- 
ries pierce the barrier of comprehension - 
you ure taken to each part of the battlefield, 
and can interpret the conflict from both 
sides. 

While you are trying to make sense of 
all this, the ghostly angles of Battle Abbey 
are bearing down from the north. William 
1 sealed his victory by building the Bene- 
dictine Abbey of St Martin on the high 
ground where the Saxons were slaughtered. 

You could continue the day by explor- 
ing other notable Saxon and Norman sites 
in Sussex, such as Worth Abbey and Holy 
Trinity Church in Bosham. 

Or, alternatively, you could just settle 
down at Yc Olde King’s Head (founded 
1421), order a large Scotch and 20 Roth- 
mans and do battle with those good reso- 
lutions. 



Standing the test of time: Battle Abbey in Sussex, near to the site of the battle of Hastings 


Five other New Year’s Days out 


Tintage) Castle (01S40 770328): the 
location, dinging to the wild north 
coast of Cornwall, Is even more 
impressive than the legends of King 
Arthur (said to have been born here) 
and Merlin - whose cave you can visit 
Adults £250, children £1 JO. 


Carisbrooke Castle (01983 522107): the 
donkey that works the 18th-century 
treadmill at this 1,000-year-old site may 
get the day off on 1 Jan, but the 
rambling castle at the heart of the Isle 
of Wight is still great fun. Adults £3.80, 
children £1.90. 


Kenilworth Castle (01926 852078): they 
don’t make ruins like this any more. The 
Norman foundations and subsequent 
additions were well and truly trashed in 
the Civil Whr, and now comprise the 
best pile of old stones in the Midlands. 
Adults £250, children £130. 


Goodrich Castle (01600 890538): id 
contrast to Kenilworth, this 12th- 
century red sandstone fortress is in 
excellent shape, and great fun for 
rummaging around. Adults £220, 
children £1.10. 




■Wroxeter Roman City {01743 761330): 
just outside Shrewsbury, this is the 
excavated remains of the fourth-largest 
Roman dty in Britain. Adults £250, 
children £1.30.' • 


Park the car and stride out into the fresh air 


England 


BEDFORDSHIRE 

:s IVc WOBURN, lO-SOun. car park 
« ivp. ihiudU. S mb, 0.03908 5S4.V4& 29 
Dor ON. Worn, Warden H01 Rd 
U'tt AM. $»•: mb U15K 5845X3. 30 Dec 
WOBl'RN SANDS. lUJOam. RusscU 
HltrciCJrpaik.3-6mb D.U15K2 743412 
idi HUM try**, i*j. 31 Dec BIG- 
GIJSWADE lILAJjm, Du AJtamc car 
pwU 4 m vD IILMefiMi;(dUirH14<0i 
[cl. I Jan; OjOPHJU. 11am, 
IV V.iren. 4 raH D 01525 HPflUH). 
lH’WTABIl. Iflam, mr park adiaenu 


car park (by church), 4 mbs. D. 01326 
372401 I Jan: HAYLE/LELANT 


car 
37 

I Jthmi, NTcar park. ’Qencroni HEL 5 or 
21 ; mis, EX. 01736 752121. PENKYN /- 
BUDOCK, 10 JOam. Tfcverva lav-by, 10 
mb, D. 01326 340728. 


ivlhf kUlirm, h mb. HAYNCS, 
I.Vbr 


in.Vbm. YilLip.' HalL, 6 mK D. 111582 
'4341.' fii)!VlU4(i2 fiWh (rj. 


BERKSHIRE 

>D»v NYRLATll-.V ■J-Aiam, NT car 


[Wii ai Minnie? IliM. J I mhUlhV 
»:m: 2w lkv wEntwos 


ttNTWORTH. !«•- 
.* bra . W l iten Park t *r park l lee 
p«*Mrl,4t 5 mb.Lrur.M’-ii'N 
«■» I J <p Wi IkJNliJIAAl. HUm. c.ir 
.tjiiki kMiHk' 1 4 DtanurkSueel.4mlv 
> I k-c 1 IAMBI LDPN. 
j'l.Viam. MOoccriir park. J nr IHmh.Il 


DERBYSHIRE 

28 Dec HATHERSAGE, 9_30am. Long- 
shaw car park, Rk House, 8 mb. D. 01 14 
27.W39 fe>. MAYFIELD. 1035am. Bus 
Suikw, b mb. D.Ulbti3 732706. 29 Dec 
ASTON LIMN TRENT 9A5am for 
lntuitfarurnadadcncv tillage. 91/? mb 
MATLOCK, Warn, station car park. 10 
mb, D 01629 5X38X3. MONYASH. 8» ; 
mb. IH2NJ 2742 4X <e). 30 Dec BAN- 
FDKD. llbm. Fan holmes Planooon. S 
mb. HI 14 27.383>i te), UTTLE EATON. 
Ham. church, ft mb. D. 0115 9.392554. 1 
Jan. ('HRC)ME HUT. 10 mb. 01&2S 
42hW’ |CL OiMCEBTHORPE, 9.45am. 
AmJkn Inn. 6 or 9 mb, D. OAKER- 
T1 lORFL, 1 .lUpn. Anchor ton, 3 mb. D. 
Coni act *» pnvnH walk. 


•SO» 4VM.H | .Vfpin. uBjjtc ciir rvrk. 
J4 5344«5.W>NDO\rK 


* 1’iK I» OM«4 5344«5. W> NDO\ f.K. 

liH^n rurk. Huh Street. I* 

i"'*- D :~|7 | J*n. AMF.V 

M K3 . fttUtatn, rwMjv stafKNi fitie- 
.■•nn. t* mb D U 12 W. 2 ”7 17. liRl-AY 
MlsStAPI N 1 1 am.y tlajflc tvn park. 

* mb. D ■•M‘U4WrA 


DEVON 

29 Dec TOTNES, 10 Mm. The Plan* 
DUtvJe NT ebup. 51 ; mb, D 01MU 
210(0* (tit CREDfroN, 1 0am, Lotf's 
Meadow, s mb. D. 01. W2 41.307V 
TEJGNMOUTH^.XJmn.Loawr Wm* 
■kiv Rd. 5 i* 7 mb. 12 <11803 292NN. 1 
A** SOUTH MOLTON. 1 Jam. H*xbe 
Unc. hi: mb D.01271 -Cm TOTNES. 
Hlam. Tunc* Bonwgh car park, S' : mb. 
D. a 01803865244. 


CMflHUDGCSHTRC 

-MV.: VRHOnSKIPTUN, ULmrLux- 
* ihn'ih. .ipp. pub. W mb. D ulaxti 
'1LDFJV 5fOKDEN. 
!“ant. ilmnh. 12 mb. D. U1«X2 743412 
■'ll .T 01462 67^416. CASTOR, lltun 
and 1 .31 wn, nU rainy UMxm. u mb or 
4Jnih.iri*.3.*.32Wifrt tel 


DURHAM 

1 Jam WEST AUCKLAND. 11.45am. 
Ko*a! Oak Dy-ta on AhS, ‘♦mikn north 
west of Darimgron. Ji ; mb. D. (11325 
32UI6R. 



B3NGXON, lOJOam, West Padc, opp. 
Smmnmfidd Rd, 5 mb 0902 735966. 5 
Jam LICHFIELD. lAJDain. 1 
park, friary, 8 mb. 01543 ; 


SUFFOLK 

29 Dec BARHAM, 10.15am. Picnic 
centre. Pest Home Lane, 5>«(ais, D. 
01449 mm (after tan). BURY ST 
EDMUNDS, lflaim, Macebearer car 
park, Hardwick Lane, 10 ndf Dogs 
allowed at rear. 01284 768729. GT 
GLEMHAM. lOJOam, Old School, 5 
mLSy D. 220 J 728 648482. WOOD- 
BRIDGE, 10.15am, Community Cemre 
orpadc, Station Rd, mb, D. 01473 
62343L 1 Jam CXO-FORD, lOJOam. 
CWord School Sports Certrrc carpark. 
5-6 mb. Dogs are aOomed at rear of walk. 
01359 250815. NEEDHAM MARKET 
jOJOam, service road east side of B 1113 
nr BacBejr Bridge, 4 mis, D. 01473 
62343L 


LEY. two watts starting from Gynn 
Lane. 10am, 4 or 8 mb. LM5pni. - 1 mis, 
D. JXKLEY, 10am, the oW hridee, 9 mis. 
0113 2689266. MIR FIFTH tL3Ctem, 
Hnary car park, 5 mb, D. 01924 496442. 
RIP POND EN. 10am, car park. Rqyd 
Lane, 6 mb, a 2201706 365404. 30 Dec 
I IJCLEY, 10.15am, milway station, 6 
mb. 01132587861.31 Dec MENSTON, 
10am, xaihray station, 5 mis. 0113 
258786L 1 Jam JLUDDENDEN FOOT 
1030am, Station Rd, 9 mb, D. 01422 
823440. PATELEY BRIDGE. iai5am, 
main car park, Brimham Rocks, 8 mb. D. 
01943 873197 (e). 


Scotland 


an 


STAFFORDSHIRE 

29 Dec HEDNESFORD, 9 JO am, Kmk 
Sawe car park, 7 mb. 01889 586438 (e). 


ANGUS 

29 Dee DUNDEE, lOAOam, C 
down Phdc or J lam, ThUybacmt, „„ 

A923. 3 mb, D. 22 01382 641733 or 
552813. 29 Dec ABERLADY, 9am, 
Da lkeith Indoor Bowling Chib car 
8 mb. 0131 6540893; mil 


SURREY 

28 Dec EWHURST lfcun. Hmtnood 
controi car park 3, Fitch HID (3 mix 
south of Sbcre). 5>;j mbD. 01483 300651 


FIFE 

28 Dec SCOTLAND WELL, 1030am, 
WsQ Counbylnn, 3 mb 01383 722843 

29 Dec IRVINE, 10am, Egfinton Park 
rititom centre. 3-5 mb 012TO 3 15769 (e J. 


lCbm. or park, 10- 12 mb 0181 660573V 
COMPTON, 2pm, vfflage hail, 4 


Th® great outdoors: Wicklow Mountains, near Sally Gap In Co Wicklow, Ireland 


Photograph: John Coghfll 


1 Jam 

mb D. 01483 427 

1030am. viQagr green. 5 mb D. 01252 
65774L 


STRATHCLYDE 

28 Dec W KILB RIDE, 930am. Waio-. 
tide Stamm, 7 mb 01294 822158 
BRIDGE OF ALLAN, 1030am, Bi 

over Allan Water, 12 mb 0141 429 1 

(«)- 


CHCSHIRE 

ynor 4t TON BRIDGE, Ilbftupartih 
ItaDvai |wrik.5«w lllrobLV 2pm.iurnh 
htil u* park. 5 fob IX UI9ls 57573i. 
CONlllllUN EDGE. LWpnL C.«- 
rtrm lihran car runL h mb. 01 606 
S’ll'h ict. PG1.NTON car 

pit «• i*T id BuJ Iknnc Rd. Higher 
■wntiwi. 5 mb D.t>lh25 KTWJ. *1 r 


Dec: HAD LEIGH. Ubm. John Bur- 
ro»^ RecTeatMO Ground car pmk. 4 mb 
D. 01702 552241. X Dec THAXTED, 


Dam. limn iar park, 4 mb D. 01621 
ic HAINA 


*6771. DIBDEN PURLIEU.* 
BEMJUEV. lO^Wam, HJflopon BL*054 
(follow Etimrv sign to MoanWKs car 
porkL 4> : mb D. U1703 S43285. 


IChoKL >1 Dec HMNA1TLT IOun to 
1230pm. Hjmauli Cmmtn Park, tan car 
rk,*mbiMXl530.TOI. IJamOHIG. 




R 


TLL ROW. in.Hbm. ear park on 
church. 8 mlv 0181 478 0747. 28 Dec 


tVJOV j^vLchttdL 5 mb D 


GREAT EASTON. lOAUm, Swan pub 
4mb«17UtiW*3S. 


HEREFORD l WORCESTER 
29 Dec DUNSTALL CASTLE 
(FDLLYX 10am. nr Deflisd, Penbore. 
oft A4104on Cioontc Estate, 4'>.5 mk 
D. 01586 446538. 


LANCASHIRE 

29 Dec NELSON, 1030am. Victoria 
Park ca r park. 5 mb D. 01282 61372L1 
Jam CHIPPING. I lam, mum carpark, 
10 mb UncL 500m efimh up fbir Snjpc 
Fell), a 01772 312027. ORMSKDRK. 
130pm, St Anne's Church, PrcsnM Rd. 
5 mbD. 01772 8120341c). 


wd. 10 mb D. 01525 385288 (eL 1 Jam 
BRACKLEY. 10am, town haD, 8 mb D. 
WEEDON. 930am. recreation ground, 
6 mb D. 0160* 755786 (e); 130pm, 
Plume and Feathers pub, 5 mb, D. 0160* 
755786(e). 


Dec: MUCH WBJLOCK. 10am.NTear 
‘ , 8 mb D. 01952 727617. 1 Jam 


canalride car park. T.i mb D. 01691 
83001 L 


WARWICKSHIRE 

29 Dec HALFORD. 10.15am. old river 
bodge. 10 mb D. 01295 253289 (e). 
HENLEY IN ARDEN. VASam. ftfcce 

> Hany Rd car park, 9 mb 0121 748 3886. 

30 Dec STRATFORD UPON AVON. 
130pm. Gower Memorial. Bancroft Gar- 
dens.5 mb 01789 29S061, 


WEST LOTHIAN 

Uaa - Mono*. 

hall dub Honse, BnndRaad, 6mb 0131- 
445 3078. 31 Dec EDINBURGH, 


of 800 ft), 8 


Wales 


‘ IT LfHETH. llHm, hidk ILnsc 
Init. Churth Lane. 5 or 111 mb D. 111425 
>3512. *1 I Tv GREAT BARROW, 
445am. ntadude in Gt Bamtw. 6 mb 
*ii;« hlulN. i el. HIGHER WHIT- 
11Y. Mam. Mdbuw Inn, Giimsdiuh 
I jme. wrd oil A49. 5 .w lllmb D. 0192S 
*7 HICiHER WHITLEY, 
MOMittwLna.lmnitdiKhUnc.wraaff 
\4«. 5 mb U. M*»a 5*'5 - 26 1 Jam 
DVHtkBL KV. W thareh. 5 mb D. 

•.*■> rr:\ frodmiam, io3»t>m, 

Bcamo HiQ car nark. 10 mb D. 0]<7S 


GLOUCESTERSHIRE 
a Dec: WHITES HILL. 10am. The 
%.kklcutren. 5 mb 01242 674470 29 
U?c: SEVEN SPRINGS. Item. The 


Hunen Hone l former Iv 7 Splines 
Hotel L 3 mb D. 01452 S55W. 30 Dec 


NORTHLEilOH, Ubm. Malta Place. 5- 
6 mb 01451 ZoJStX, 31 Dec WOOD- 
CHESTER, lUsun. A 4ft Ln-fay, Scrub 
Womfcbester, 5 mb 01 *53 RWf. 1 Jaic 


HERTFO RDSHIRE 

31 Dec POTIEN END, lUnn, vShgc 

ureen. S mis. 0ISS2 66K824. 1 Jan: 
DIG5WELL 10303m, Welwyn North 
Station. 10>; mb D 0181 449 2139. 
JU7Y5TON. Iibm. Heath Spews Centre 
car part, Tbcrtiekl Heath, Baldock Rd, 
5 mb D. 01763 242677. 


LINCOLNSHIRE 

I Jam SPALDING, Ham, Cbanenon 
Water Twer, 4 mb D. 


F.-URFQRDl I0J5jm.carpark4iDnrth 
rtacc. 5 mb 


CSLE OF WIGHT 

28 Dec carisbrooke, iaam,c«tie l 

5 mbD.0IW3S?37Wnr01«3 566726. 


LONDON AREA 

28 Dec CROYDON. lOLltam, Ccnbdon 
StaHh raihray station. 13 orb mb D.Q181 
686 0636: 2pm, Rose * Chum. GodSnne 
Rd. Kcniey, 7 mb D. 0181 686 0636. 30 
Dec HAMMERSMITH, UU5am,Tube 
station. 7 mb 0171 3286734 (e). 1 Jan: 
HAVERING. 1030am. Bedfords Park 
car park. 3 mb 01708 509935. 


NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 
29 Dec HARBY. 10am, Naa'sHead Ins 
car pork. 5-6 mb 01476 56609a LAM- 
BLEY. 1030am. by Nags Head pub, 
Mam Sl/Spmg Lane, 9 mb D. 0115 
9821022 lei LOWDHAM. 1030am. pri- 
mary school. Mam Sheet. 7 >q mb D. 
01949 842141. l Jan: COTGRAVE, 
Ham, Maddm Bridge, 1 ml ncHlh of 
JCinonllDii. 7 mb D. 0IU 9772161 (d). 


SOMERSET 

28 Dec MINEHEAD. deused 
Hill Rd, ICLSfem, 4 mb or 8 mb 
4 mb 01643 7Q3986. WELLS. 1030am. 
Moat Bishop's Palace, 8 mb 01749 
670019. 29 Dec: BATH, inn, outride 
RSPGA Animal Court, Toe Arcane, 
Onerton Down, 4 mb D. D122S 333295. 


WILTSHIRE 

29 Dee MERE. 10am. NT car park. 
Stoiobead, 20 mb D. 02225 753W7. 1 
■ BOX, 1 0am. Sehryn Hull car p-**- 


Jam BOX, 10am. Sdwyn E 
9V: mb D. 01225 761200. 


28 Dec 


. Ram Inn 
422566 (d). 

' ' i 1 -! 


CORNWALL 

» Dec. LUDOVAN, HL'-rtam. Cjvle 
Gale. S mb UP3* b8282. 2« Dec. 


end ot Falrtonl Market 

01 3iS 863)32 icj. SOUDLEY, lUjfflam. 
Fmesl Enterprise car park, fop cod of 
.Stiudky Frieda, access off minor rd 
between Unledean and Soudlnr, 41- 
mb D. U15 94 843389. 


-bv 06 


MEVAGlShEY, l2nortti I MrrarfciURtd 
0T uum. 5 mis. ft! 63 7 ST.STO?. ST 
tVTslLtLXNT 130pm. ILihctnwn Puh 
rar paiL 4‘r mk D UJ"Vj 752121. ST 
E<TJT‘- 


KE'HNl, Hmutn.MHace viuare. 10 
mb D 111 326 2411193. Si Dec FAL- 
MOl'tH UOpm. CtYns Liniim: YQbp; 


HAMPSHIRE 

29 Dee ALTON, 1030am. Medsead rib 
k«e(toadbk^ciwr±k9mb D.0I4« 
41752S fe), SHAWFORD DOW TV, 
la-lOam. car park. 6 mb D. 01329 
232027. I Jan- BROCKENHURSX 
lUam, central ca pork. 6 mb D. 01D3 


KENT 

29 Dec ASHITRST 10am. 

smuh tide uf A2b4 just west - 

hrit^e, 5-6 mb 0.01592740330. 30 Dee 
TONBRIDGE. Ham. Watergate. Hah 
Street <nr csstkL 5-6 mb D. 22 01732 
366S3L 1 Jam BlGGCN HILL. 1 0am. 


MERSEYSIDE 

^DeeTHURSTASTON, 1030am, vis- 
iror centre. Station Rd, 6 mb D. 0151- 
608 9471 1 Jsc F1NDON VILLAGE, 
130pm, near Gun Inn. 5 mb D. 01273 


OXFORDSHIRE 

28 Dec WOODSTOCK, Warn, The 

Museum, High Street, 6 mb D. 01608 
642360. 31 Dec CHILD REY, 10am, 
church, 8 mb D. 01235 751280. 1 Jam 
EP5DEN, 30am, Homer Fam (park in 
bouse drive), nr Wellingford, 8 mb D. 
01491 574065. 


SHROPSHIRE 

28 Dec CLEQBURY NORTH. 10am. 


NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 


Pnhupu lUahU 
FARNBOROUGH. 


>10 Hi mb D. 22 01322 554259. 

by George 
Hotel i there is no pntsw in bord car 
ft, 5 mb D. WEST MAULING, 


28 Dec CRANFORD ST JOHN, 2pm. 

11162 


Brawn dec nkstk area, 10 mb 01902 
753201. 29 Dec C 


part 

1030 


village green, 44 « mb D. 015365111 
(el. 29 Dec DAVENTKY, Series o ( 
milks, a0 ftartiag ai Cotuny Park. 
9.15m. 13 mb %45am. W mb 10am, 5 


riJJOom, car park bduod 'Eaeo, High mb 130pm, 5 mb D-.DW33 460373(e). 
Street, 4U mb D. 01732 542212. POTTERSPUK1 - , 10am, church grave* 


_ . CHURCH STRUT- 
TQN, lOam, car park. 10 mb 019(G 
758947. WELUNGTON/TELFORD, 
lOam, Forest Gfen. 4 mb D. 01630 
653433. 30 Dec CRAVEN ARMS. 
103Q*m, On B4368 at t urnin g to Setflon 
Batch, S mb 01S84 877375. THE 
WREHN.8 mb 01543423071 (e). 31 


pmk, off A368 at Sandfmd, 8 tote 01934 
820954. STREET 1030am, fcytiujm HIH 
car park, or youth hostel, 8 rob D, 
01458 210S00 (e). 31 Dec NORTH 
CURRY, 1030ml, Rising Sun hm car 
park, Lower Knapp. 4Vz mb D. 01823 
442509. 1 Jan: BLUE ANCHOR, east 
end of from. 1030ml, 5 mis; 130pm. 4 
mb 019S4 640277. CLEVEDON, Iftm, 
Saithouse Fldds car nark. 5 mb D. 
01275 371236. NOESOMER NOKTON, 
1030am, Safeway car park, 41,2 mb D. 
01761412069, 


STAFFORDSHIRE 

28 Dec ALTON, 930am, Iw-by wear of 
Great Gate. 10 mb 01922 25861 NEW- 
BOROUGH, I Oam, Red Laxt pab. 4ln 
mb D. 01283 565201. 29 Dec UCH- 
FIELD, lOJOam. long-stay car park, fri- 
ary, 6 mb 01543 258*39. 1 Jam BOB- 


YORKSHIRE 

28 Dec POPPLETON. I Dam. war 
memo riaL 9 mb D. 01904 708479. IJan: 
rtEDOl^ lOam, Market Place* SnfyO 
01904 708479. HUGGATE, 10.15am,' 
Fas Covert Farm, 12 mb D. 019CM 
708479. 29 Dec CAWOOD, ia45am,car 
wrh D. 019J7 823574. EASINGWOLD. 
KU5am, Birdforth hvta A19, 12 mk D. 
01904 708479. MUKfiR. 1030am. vi W 
olt park. 8 mb D. 01748 822845. 
THORNTON LE DALE, 10am, cat 
wrk, 10 mb D.21 01904 708479. 29 Dec 

fo^SLO W, 93 0am. main car paA. 8mU 
0114 2738339 (eX 31 Dee HLLLSBOR- 

TON. 10am, town centre car park, 12 mb 
n n/inMwnntbt wnL-/m ™ 


5 mb D. Oui 
LLANDEILO, 1030am, 

D. 015SJ 777623. NEWCASTLE 

10am, Oziri car park, 6 mb D qitu 
810208.® Dec BARMOUTH, 1030am, 
Lerane Cenms, st ation. 4if? mb 0134i 
■^67 . 1 JamPONJsnOLL. Ham for 
Red Ow£ 

park. 4 nds, D. 01443 936257 JO r>~ 

RhrrNEDDJFEawT^^SS 


. - i m»u i jj, mu 

- ----- (e). 29 Dee GARFOKTH, 
1 130, Cr nsader pub, Sefty Rd (b^ae 
GKdorth Cfifl traveflina from Leeds 
eg&fi D - 0113OTU58 (cL HEB. 
DHJ BRIDGE, RL15am, information 
Centre, g mb D. 01422 &344Q HON- 


GOWEb 10am, w of Penauen, r£ 
?ftM 367J ® ,30DK:Br %C 


KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS 
D. dogs ® 

W daytime telephone number 

W ewnmgtdepfune number 


l. 
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SATURDAY 28 DEC 1996 - THE INDEPENDENT LONG WEEKEND 


New Year guide to theatre, clubs & events 


liese Spencer advises you to steer well clear of the Trafalgar Square scrum this New Year's Eve, and head for Edinburgh’s Hogmanay Festival 

W hile TV cameras \ ing dance from DJs from Lift, l 
zoom won the heav- I Manga and The Brix. Dnverse I 
ine crowds m Trafal- Tbe-nt** >/». sn 






W hile TV cameras 

zoom in on the heav- 
ing crowds in Trafal- 
gar Square, everyone who 
knows what’s what wfll be skip- 
ping that superannuated cele- 
bration and first footing it up 
north to celebrate a traditional 
Scottish Hogmanay. Although 
Glasgow has a fearsome repu- 
tation for all-night debauchery, 
thi s yea r, Edinburgh looks set 
to trump its rivals with a four- 
day festival of arts, music and 
sporting events which the dty 
believes will be the big^st New 
Year celebration in the world. 
Revellers can choose between 
a wefter of entertainment which 
includes rock concerts in the 
shadow of the great castle, inti- 
mate candle-lit classical con- 
ceits and international street 
theatre. As the list below illus- 
trates, there’s something far 
everyone. Pick your personality 
for 3 997 or compile an idecti-kft | 
partygoing profile: 

THE JAZZED 

Jazz on Hog ma n a y; Get 

hep to the sounds of Suzanne 
Bonnar, Fionna Duncan and 
Carol Kidd, performing a giddy 
mix of swing, blues and gospel 
Queen’s HoB, 31 Dec 730pm 

THE CLUBBER: CMdren 
of tile Albion Rovers , 
Ctuf> ifte Readings and rav- 
ings from clubber mid author 
Irvine Welsh, along with bang- 

Theatre 

WEST END 
Art 

Torn Courtenay and Albert Finney in Ya*- 
■n Rente dmna about an friendship. 
Wyncfluon's TtaenW Charing Ctmj Road 

WC2l0J7l-3691T3dfa:8671Un 
♦ Leicester Square. Trie-Sat 8pm, mais 
W«d 3pm, Sat & Sun Spm (3 1 Dec, 5pm 
onM,£93M25. 90 mins. ' 

AsYou Lflcntt . ■ 

Niamh Cusack in Stevot Pindotfs prodne- . 
ikm of Stitap cnelmnftnfcD 
Barbican Thaatre EC2 (0171-638 8891) 

♦ BaibksnAbxugate. In rep. 28 Dec; 

6-7 Jan, 7 J5rim, mM 28 Dec, Pam, in rep 
until V Max. £6-04 SL J9S mms. 

77x1 flasuly flneenjifT airnina 

Revival of Marlfe McDc'nagh's comic tlra- 

nm set ba Cnbenmnu 

Root Cpurt TlMitra (at the Ditto Of 

Yortf ■) Si Martin's Latte WCZ (0171-565 

5000) ♦ Uacesta SqaareTCharing Cross. 

■ Moo-Sat 730pm (bo perf I An), mats SM 
330pm, ends 11 Jan. £$-£18, benches lOp, 
Mon »D seats £5. 130 mhw. 

BEndad By The Sim 

Stephen ltofakofftfaemific denre may 
flea fiances defe Thor and Graham Qomdcn 
National TllMlro: Cottnsioe South Bank 
SE1 (0171-928 r$2) BIU» Waterloo. Last 
peris 28 Dec, 230pm A 7.30pm, £16, re- 
stricted vje* £12. 150 mms. 

Btood IretiMi 

Phoanbt Theatra Charing Cross RdWC2 
(0171^69 1733) « Leicester SqraroTm- 
■robam Ct Road. Mon-Sal 7.45pm, mats 
Thu 3pm, Sat 4pm. X9-50-E27-5O. 165 mms. 
Buddy 

Strand Theatre Attach WC2 (0171-930 
(WKfl ♦Coved Gaidoi/QinnagCro*.Tue- 
Thu 8pm, Fri 530pm ft 830pm. Sat 5pm ft 
830pm, mats Sw 4pm (30 Dec ft 2 Jan. 

5J0pm ft 830pm j. SA5MXSL 160 mho. 

jum 

An Andrew Lk^d Webtxs and Alan Ayck- 
bourn musical ooHaboratiott based on die 
PC Wodehonst Soriet 
Lyric ThaMre Shaftesbury A*ame W1 
(0171-494 5045) ® Piocarifiy Cfacus. Mon- 
Sai 7A5pm. mats Wed ft Su 3pm. flUB- 
£25. J 40 rate. 

Cash On DtBmiy 

Bradley Walsh plays a DSS cheat in 
Michael Cooney's ferce. 

MMtehaUThflato Whitehall 5W1 (0171069 
173*cc 8«7 1 1 1 1) BRfte Charing Ore*. 
Moo-Fri 8pm, Sal 8J0pro, matt Wed 3pm. 

Sat 5 30pm (31 Dec; 6pm) U 0X2. 135 mins. 
Cats 

New London Thaatre Dnny Lane WC2 
(0171-405 0G72fcc 4044079) ♦Govern 
Gardcn/HoIbonL Man-Sal 7.45pm, mats 
Tue ft Sal 3pm, £1050-13250. 165 Osins. 

In Carta hwWUe 

Victoria CSapfin and Jean- Baptise Thter- 
recY evocative (fiafflatoa of the arrow farm 
Mermaid Theatre Puddle Dock EC4 (0171- 
236 221 1) ♦Bbckfriare. Toe-Sal 730pm 
(30 Dec. 730pm, oofJj Dec, I Jut), mat* 

Sun 4pm (mat 31 Dec 1 Jan, 4pm). ends 12 
Jan, £13.50-£19-50. cones ft standby £10. 
dufd£J(L Gundy of four £30. 130 mms. 

The Chany Oichanl 

Alee McCowcn nod PeaeJcpe Wfitem in 
Adrian NoMeY 1995 pradnaion of Chdtbov. 

Albacy Thmare St Martinte Lane WC2 
(0171-369 173Qfcc 667 1111) ♦Leicester 
Square. Moo-Sat 730pm. mats Thu ft Sat 
3pm. ends 25 Jan, £10-£25. 165 mins. 


ing dance from DJs from Lift, 
Manga and- The Brix. Traverse 
Theatre, Cambridge St, Mat 30 
930pm-330am£10 

World Party - Celebrate 
global dance culture with live 
acts and DJs from all over the 
world Meadenvbank Stadium, 
31 Dec 8pm-late £2230. 

After sweating ft out on the 
dancefloor, check out the 
inflatable. Buninated air 
pa la ce in Princes Sl 


A Christmas Carat 

Starring Ridwri Briers as the miser Scrooge. 
Lgilc Hn mntcrsjnllh King St W6 (0181-Til 
2311) ♦ Hammersmiik 28, 30. 31 Dec. 
730pm. mats 2ft 31, 23Qpm. emit 18 Jan, 
£HM2S, under 26 £h. all seas Meat £5. 

The CompteteMriny Of America 
(AbddpdL The fan, £5.50-£20. 130 ados. 
The Comphte Worts OI WHum SMm- 
spawn (Abridged) Rednced Shakespeare 

ODngtaq^ comic vetdoc. 

Criterion Theatra Piccadilly Circus Wl 
10)71-369 17<7)eKccad0y Grcas. Wed- 
Sat 8pm, mats Thn 3pm. Su 5pm. Sun 4pm. 
£5JO-£20. 120 mins. 

7ha Cripple Of liushmawi 
Itidmlas Hytner (Erects Martin McDonaghte 
dmna act on an island off the Writ cowl 
Nnfional Thoatre: Oottaaioo Sooth Bank 
SE1 (0171-928 2252) ♦ Waterloo. In rep. 
3rA, 6 Jan. 730pm. 7 Jut, 7pm, mats 4 Jan . 
230pm, comimring. £16. rewricied view £12. 
OaribOf ASatanmn 
Atan AnzsDvtag sun in Arttor Miner's 
searing study of bmty canflkL 
National Theatre: Lytteton South Bank 
SE1 (01 71-938 2252) ♦Wuerida. Is kbb 
2ft 30-31 Dec. 1 Jan, 730pm. mnis 2ft 31 
Dec, 2.15pm, wutiiuiiu g. £ft£24. ITS mho. 
A Doffs House 

Ibsen's study of marital frustration stars 
Janet MdTeer and Owen Teak. 

Playhouse Theatre Northumberland Av- 
enne WC2 (0171-839 4401) ♦ Embank- 
ment Mem-Sat 7JQpca, mats Sar 330pm (2 - 
Jan, 230pm ft 730pm, no perf 31 Dee) 
ends 11 Jan. £I0-£Z3-50- 183 mins. 

Don’t Dress For Dhmer 
Mchflsa Thodrt Catherine Street WC2 
(0171-494 5075te 344 4444) ♦ Corent 
Oarden. Moibfti 8pm. Sat 5pm ft 830pm. 
mats Wed 3pm, £9-£I93DL 165 mms. 

Baus 

A dizzying combinatkm at sugecaft. dne-, 
ma and multimedia. 

National Thaatre: LyttsNon Somh Bank 
SE1 (0171-928 2252) BBJ& WaJerioo. 

From 4 Jan, Mon-Sal 730pm. ends 11 Jan, 
£8-£24. 105 mms. 

Fair LadfesAt A Same WPoam Carts 
A young samurai and a maid (all in love in 
this tale of tortadden courtly fare. 

National Theatre: CotMioe South Bank 
SE1 (0171-9282252) BJV©- Waterloo. In 
rep, 3031 Dec, 1 Jan. 7J0|n, ends 29 Jan. 
£16,reariaedviear£l2. 165 mire. 

Grean 

Cambridge Theatre Eartham Soeet WC2 
(0173 -494 5080) ♦ COrem Garden. Moa- 
Sat 730pm, mats Wed ft Sat 3pm (1 Jan, 
730pm orfy, 2 Jan, 3pm ft 730pm) £10- . 
£2750. 150 mire. 

Guys And Dais 

Richard Eyre's production ctf Frank Loes^ 
ert Bro»diay-»ri musical stars Cbrke Pa- 
ler* and Joanna Riding. 

Nallorad Theatre: OIMer South Bank SE1 
(0171-928 2252) BR/» Whntriaa Mon-Sat 
7.15pm. mau Sal 2pm (earn mat 31 Dec. 
2pm). ends 29 Mar, £12-£323ft 165 mint. 
The Herinri Bad 

Peter WhdanV emotimal thriller inspired 
by a mMifr scandal involving Shake- 
spent dumber. 

Barbfcan; The Ptt Barbican Centre EQ 
(0171-6388891) ♦ Bartncan/Mnwjate. In 
rep, 31 Dec; 1. 2 Jan, 735pm, mu 2 Jan, 
^im. ends 16 Jan, £10-07. 160 mins. 

An Meal Husband 

Sanaa Wart and Carol Drinkwaier in Peter 
HalTs revival of his 1992 production. 

OW Vic Waterloo Rd S£l (0171-928 6655) 

♦ Waterloo. Mon-Sal 730pn, tuts Wed 
ft Sat 3pm. ends 25 Jan, £6- £24, 165 mine. 


Pop & jazz 

LONDON 

SATURDAY 28 

Bfom Aoln Ever-popular Australian Abba. 
The UanH Hfeh Roai Bfort (0181-514 
4400) Bit Seven Kings. 8pm. I13JW15. 
Gllkn Drank, Wrap Moody and menadng 
lock'n'mll from James Johnston and band's 
new album. In The Long Still Night, pba 
almre-hmk sdtowmen Pimp in «PP<*n. 
Gann Highboiy Comer N5 (0171-607 181V 
cc 344 0044) ♦ Highbury & Htn^ton. ^no, l& 
Scott Hamltbs^Weiren Vecbt tteW Pop- 
nhr 194Us swing revnmhsn hum the States, 
on tenor sax and tninipeire^®^-.^ 
tea Express Dean St Wl (0172-1398722) 

♦ Tottenham Ct Rd. 8pm, ends 7 Jan, CO. 

1 imeii nrt. Drake, Athletloo Strip Hard 
hmk from the headKners. 

The Monarch dulk Fann Road NW1 
10 171-916 1(149) ♦ CJinlk Farm. 8pm, £5. 
James Tayfw Quartet Hammond-led aad 

fiS Minp. NWI (M7J-«I« «w>) 

♦ Camden Town. 7pm. cods 31 Dee, 

£1230-115 (phone for avaHaMbty). 

Stan Tracey Ouariat with Gerard Pmmear 

iasssssssssimi- 

2M trilhi BR: Stote Ne«inp«- ^P®- £7 - 5ft 

SUNDAY 29 — _ 

Dri Amttri Badlriac Wneww efc fewn the 
p«pMtiatydciwmroddenfowBW»fc 
Kdbum National Ballroom KiTbuni High 
Road NW6 (0171-328 31*1) ♦ Kaburt. 
730pm, phone few avaflahfllty. 

Scab KmrtonWairen Vache Sec Sumday. 
Pina Express Dean Street 8pm. £14. 

Jamei Hunter Band Blues tmd R&B ftnm 

dm aftom, BeScw Whit l Say- 

100 dub Oxford & WJ (0)71-636 C8Q3) 

♦ Oxford Dnaa. 730pm. n. mems £5. 

Bait Jaosch Fdk and Nnea Sum the 
aeoasne nritaris of 

Hb K MoonLowerRUnnondBdSWU(018l- 
JH) 9383) ♦Pumcy Bodge. &30pm, £6. 

Jut Runeon New Year Seasmtal pww 
•riih LoratonY wp fredotm lurer* mciud- 

tng saHn Bran Dean, prarari Alar 

Ua pwT f. hnnig Roberto BcU toH *. drum- ■ 

mtr Mark Sandere and greats. _ 

Vnta Stoke Newington Cburea Street NiO 
(0171-254 h5J6) BRi Stoke Ncwmpoe. 

£5, cone* £4. 



THE ROCKER: 

At the Hogmanay Street Party 
on New Year’s Eve itself, rock- 
ers and popsters alike wffl find 
something to sing in the New 
Year. On the Radki On* 
Stage (Castle St, 9.30pm- 
1.30paO unplug vour lugs to 
Mary }dani and Burger Queen, 
or shimmy down to Forth 
Fit’s Stage (The Mound, 
20.15pm-late) for Manchester 
four-piece The Space Mon- 
keys, the unbearably hip Baby 
Bird, Stereophonies and retro 
feves Ocean Colour Scene. 

THE PYROMAMAa- The 
TorcMt Procession is a 

spectacular stair to Hogmanay, 
with a procession of flames , 
by a Inige longboat, held aloft by 
men in kilts. Tbrcftes can be 
bought from the High Street 
and Mound Square, The flam- 
ing event leaves Parliament 
Square at 530pm on 29 Dec and 



proceeds to Csiton HID for the 
Rr® rosU u o l (Gran) which 
features a pageant by perfor- 
mance groupie Pooka. The cli- 
max is fireworks at mid- 
night in Princes St Gardens. 

THE AESTHETE: 
Scottish Pood ftdrs Gour- 
mands can watch demonstra- 
tions of Scottish cooking and 
sample the delicious results. 
Assembly Rooms, 54 George St 
Sat28-Mon 30 10am-6pm 
CendloEt Concert ki The 
Cath e dra l The choir of St 


An Inspector Calls 

Ganfck Theatre ChafttvCtom Road WC2 
(0171-494 5085) ♦ Leicester Square. Moo- 
Tki 7MS|HB. Sat ftl5pm. u»» Wed 230pm. 
Ski 5pm. i9-f24,sa 110 mms . 

Jms Cbrot Supantar 
Lyceum Theatre Weffingtoo Street WC2 
(0171-656 180Z) ♦ CJiemig OresiEmbsrJc- 
mem. Moo-S« 7.45pm. mats Wed ft Sal 
•Hud, i 15- £3250. 165 milts. 

Jctan 

Victoria Palace Victoria Street SW1 (0171- 
834 1317) ♦ Viaorie. Tbe5u 730pm, mats 
Wed. Tbn & S«i 3pm, £1250-£30. 170 mtus. 
Laughter On The 23nf Fleer 
Gtac Wilder plays a 1950s lelcvaioo comic 
bodged by McOnfyian in Nell Shrek 
ajmedy. 

Queeri'a Theatre ShaBeshuiy Avenue Wl 
(0171-494 55Wcc 0171-344 4444)-© Pic- 
cadiBy CSnss. Moo-Sat 8pm, mate Wed 
230pm, Sat 4pm. £930sE25. 140 mms. 

The Lerenad Lat£es 

Stereo Pimkm directs Mo here's soaal 
satire, with Niamh Qaeck and Roger AHam. 
Barblcreu The Pit Baibkan Cketre EC2 
(0171-638 8891) ♦ BajtreatVMcmrgaie. In 
rep. 3 ft 4 Jan. 7.J5tim, mat 4 Dec. 2pan, 
cods S Feb, £KL£17. 165 mms. 


Palace TJwatre Shaft qtaiy Avenue Wl 
(01 71-434 0909] « P&cndffiy Orats. Moa- 
Sai 730tim. metsTbu ft Sat 230pm. £7- 
£30. 195 mins. 

Macbrih 

Rogpr AJlam heads Thn Albexy's peoduo- 
lion of Shakta^aie^ tragedy. 

Barijlcan Theatre Barbican CeutieEC2 . 
(0171-638 88911 ♦ BarWcan/Moorgaie. tn 
rej\ 31 Dec. 1 ft 2 Jan. 7.15pm. mat 2 Jan. 
2pm. ends 27 Max, 26-£243<L 195 mins. 
MarfinGnene 

lain Glen in BoobH and Sctaoaberg's epic. 
Prince Edward Thertre Old Coa^ton 
Street Wl (0171-447 5400) ♦ Leicester 
Square. Mon-Su 745pm, mats Thu * Sal 
3pm. £1630-G2J0. 150 mhB. 
hbsSUgxi 

Theatre Royal, Drury Lana Catherine 
Street WC2 (0171-494 5060) ♦ Ccwou 
Ganlea. Moo-Sat 7.45pm, mats Wed ft Sat 
3pm, £824k£3Z5(L 165 mins. 

The Mousetrap 

St Ma rt We Thartre West Street WC2 
(0171-836 1443) ♦Lekcsier Square. Mon- 
Sal 5pm mat* Toe 2.45pm. Set 5pm f31 
Dec. Z45pm ft Bpm). £ft£22. L» mins. 

Nine 

Ftffiwmqtired aaeical about a flkHaaker 
«rt»e woman treubfc anses a aeathe bkxfc. 
Donmar Warehouse Earttaam Street WC2 
(0171-369 1732) ♦ Leicester Square. Moo- 
Sar 730pm. mats Wed A Sat 3pm. ends 8 
Mar, £l2-£25. 120 mins. 

The Offidal TAuto To The Bhe* Bmtfaaa 
Cmnic concert musical lea taring the cult 
RftB heroes. 

Apollo ThaatreSbsflcstKny Avenue Wl 
(0171-494 5070) ♦WecsifiBy Orcre. 
Mdu-Thn 8pm. FtiJeSu Spa A 9pm, ends 
18Jan.£7_M>-£25. 130 mir»- 

Old WUmd Sortfi 

A young conceit pianist finds it’s good to 
talk with an older professor in Jon Manns' 
drama, starring Bob Hoskins. 

GMgud ThaahB Sbaftefomy Awe Wl (0171- 
494 5065) ♦ Piee Greua. MewSai 730pm. 
mats Thn 230pm, Sal 4pn^£9-£34. 12Dmtna. 

Ofinri 

London Paladktm Argyll Street Wl 
(0177-494 50205038) ♦ Oxford CSreas. 
Mon-Sat 730pm. mau Wed ft Sat 230pm. 
£10-13250. 150 mins. 


Planet Of Tha Apes PeerteslypmKnted 
ireshy, brassy, garage rode, standards and 
lbemenam 

Boston Aims Junction Road Nl9 (0171-272 
3411 )♦ Tufben Park. fttm. tree. 

James Tayfor Ouariat See SaTorrfay. 

Jazz Cafe 7pm. £1230^15. 

MONDAY 30 

Scott HwniltotVWmren Vadw See Saturday. 
Pisa Express Dean Street 8pm, £14. 

DomIT Jaiwf. Men el VMon, Drt W 
US RftB and mringbem. 

Hammeomlth Palais Shepherds Busb Road 
W6 (0181-748 2812) ♦ Hammeremith. 

6pm. £22. 

lade tbbab Quite SouhAhkm&aD- 
tncr. doted fcr tea Sun Ra and Slc- 

vic Wonder, here with London’s free pea eSee. 
Vtxtsx Stake Newington Church Si N16 
(0171-254 6516) BR: Stnlte NewjngKm. 
830pm. £5. 

James Taylor Quartet See Saturday. 

Jazl Cafe 7pm, £lZ5fc£15. 

Stan Tracey 70ttr BUtfrdef Caacert 
Britain's fmemosl taamamst with a 15- 
piece tenuring Bobby Wcflias, Peter Ung. 
Art TJannan and Gerard Presenter. 

Buffs Head Loradate Rt»dSW13 (0181- 

8765241) BR; Barnes Bridge. 8pm, £8. 

TUESDAY 31 

Abb* GWft Woody Bop Muddy Abhe oib- 
0IC . with recorttsmashhigcCTiiedait WB»L 
The Forum Highgare Road NW5 (0171-3M 
0044 ) BR.'O' Remish Tom. 8pm-3am, £15. 
AsBd Ghanian hi-Ufe. jazz. funk, zeuk and 
reggae fusameis, 

(^ftrachufeOuh Lewisham Labour 
Club, Limes Grove SE13 (D18J -6900431) 
BRj LathraeUfLewisliaiii. 9pm. £5, £4 with 
flit publication. 

S3SSSBSL;*-- 

(0181-463 0l«J) BR: BlacBieailu 9pm, CO. 

Alan Burke, Staafan Hannigan ft Tare** 
Hesnue CdtiC folk session wnh Buritt of M- 

sasas*s^SBf“ 

Etod W6 (01*1-563 8232) ♦ Ham- 
masmiib- 8pm. phone for ptices. 

Dmrid Ocvant ft Hi* Sp« Wife Gamnv 

Enailsb pop wth shades of the mu«c halL 

^f^erhaus Seven Smera Road N4 
(0171-344 0044) ♦ Rnfooiy Part 8pm. IS. 

Dr DWg DtdsonJ^Mrf «™c. 
um c wtg . flanBK seem Hqp saeet 

(0181-961 54W«»4*W2) 

BR: WUIesdeo Jonowo. 8pm, CT. 


Giles and the Scottish Chamber 
Orchestra Brass Ensemble per- 
form works by Handel, Tiv- 
emer and Poulenc in the atmos- 
phcric environs of this roedieval 
church. St Giles Cathedral High 
St, Mon 30 730pm-9pm 
First Light Sneak an early 
preview of Edinburgh’s rare 
collection of Turner's water- 
colours. National Gallery of 
Scotland. 1 Jan 12-5pm 

THE NEW ACER: Find out 
what the newyear holds in store 
for you at Futurama, a psy : 

The Phantom Of The Open 

Hot Uafartyt Thaatre Hqaadtet swi 

(0171-494 540Qfcc 0171-341 4444) ♦ Pic- 

catfiDy Cbcak, Moo-Sat 7.45pm. mau Wed 

ft Sa 3pm. £9- £30. 150 min 

Plunder 

Griff Rhys Jooes sun in Ben Travers' tece 
ahuut the attempt to win an inheritance. 


SSSSbtcc 0479) ♦ Charing Crtus/Embank- 
meat. Mao-Sat 730pm. man Thu ft Sat 
230pm, £10-£2S. 160 mms. 

Rhwttera- The Show 

Umwnd h Apollo Qnecn Caroline Sl 

W6 (0171-416 6060) ♦ Hemmcnmilh. 

Mo»Su8pm.nmsSx2J0pm.[29Dcc, 

8pm, 30Dec,230ptn ft 8pm) ends 18 Jen, 

£12-£2&50 plus £130 booking fee. 140 riot. 

Scraage 

Anthny Neadeyha mbug shis way through 
tbc Dickfiisbn Q , nff ,n:ij * 

OtarMon Theatre Tottenham Own Road 
Wl (0171-416 6060) ♦ Tottenham O Rd. 
MotKShi 7.40pm (nol 3J Dee. I Jan)i mate 
Thu ft Sat 3pm |maa mats 30-31 Dec, 3 Jan, 
3pm). cods 1 Fcb,-£S30C73ft 150 mms. 
Smote Joe's Cafe -.The S««s Of letter 
And Stotter ' 

The twi and rail MUrtgen edebrated m a . 
mutical revue that mdudes Jailhotue Rock. ' 
Prince of Whin Thaatre Coves try Street 
Wl (0171-839 5972) ♦ Leicester 
SquarafPfccadily Qrcns. Mon-Sat H«n. 
mas Tim A Sat 3pm. £15430. L3S mms. 

SMMDpni 

Apotto VJctorin WOtcrn Road SWI (0171- 
416 6070) BR/» Victoria. Mon-Sat 745pm. 
mats The ft Sot 3pm (2 Jan, 3pm ft 
- 7.45pm), £1230-00. 150 mins. 

A Sbaafear Named Derim 
Tennessee Williams' tense drama stars Jes- 
sica Lange and Toby Stephen*. 

Thaatn Royal Hajuaricet SWI (0171-930 
8800) ♦ Pice Qress. Mon-Sal 7.45pm (30 
Dec, 7pm). mao Thn ft Sat 3pm, fi0-£30. 
Sunset Boulevard 

Adeiphl Theatre Strand WC2 (0171-344 
Taftting Heads ' 

Alan Bcncen monologue* performed 
Maggie Smhh and Margaret Tytadc. 
Comedy Theatre Panion Sl SW] (0171- 
369 1731) ♦ Pfcc Circus, plertit resume S 
Jan, then Moo-Sat 9pm, mats TIri 3pm. Sat 
5|aa, enck 1 Feb, £8-125. 1 10 mina. 

Tommy 

Shaftesbury Thaatre Shaflesboty Aveoue 
WC2 (01 71 J793399) ♦ Holhont/Toneo- 
ham Own Road. Mon-Tho 8pm, Fri ft Sat 
&30pm, mau Fri S30pm, Sm 3pm. £1030- 
m 135 mins. 

Traits ft Cremlda 

Joaeph Fienoes aod Vicuiria Hamilua bead 
lm Judge's productitai of S h afeapre re's epic. 
Bartotcan Thaatre Barbican Ceuire EC2 
(0171-638 8891 ) ♦ Bartnan/Mooigaic. In 
rep, 3-4 Jen. 7pm. mat 4 Jan, 130pm. ends 
25 Mat £W343a 200 mtus. 

77* White Devi 

John Webaer't dferarbingy yjotau Ja- 
cobean thriDer. 

SarWcan: The P ft Barbican Cer toe EC2 
(0171-638 8891) ♦ BuMooMrapK. bt 
rep, 28, 30-31 Dec, 6 Jan, 7. 15pm. mtu 28 
Dec. 2pm. ends 29 Mw, £KMI 7. 

Win* AftaU 01 Vlqynfe WooR 
Albee’s manipetiauve tragi-comedy Marring 
Diana Ri» and David Sachet. 

Aktwych thaatre Aldwych WCJ (0171-416 
ttXatc 836 2428) ♦ HoUnxil Mon-Sat 
7J5pm, mau Sax 2.15pm (do perf 31 Dec, 
5pm only). £730- £25. 175 mbs. 


Edward II. Wtrt Folk and reggae dance 
band with soul calypso and reggae snpjxjrt 
Watermans Arts Centre High Street, Brent- 
fad, Midcfcrex (018 1-568 1 176) ♦ Gun- 
nmtnny. ftJOpm. £L5. 

Jhe Egg New Age psychedelic techno. 
Splash 2 d The Fatal Royal CoOcgcStreei 
NWi (0171-482 3X22) ♦ Camden Town. 
730pm. OO. 

Ifika Fab-Gere ft The Pai w taa h re Society 
Kitsch sevemies covert. 

The Roadhouse The Piaaza, Govern Garden 
Market WC2 (0171-240 (001) ♦ Covcnl 
Garden. 9pm. £20. 

Jotnmy Gidtai ft Wm Kevass Btnea and 
roota-rotft. 

12 Ber dub Denmark St WC2 (D171-W& 
6989) ♦Thnenham Coon Road. 6pm. Lia 
Scott H t mB teV Whnen Vache See Samnlay. 
tea Express Dean Street 8pm. £14. 

Umehause Lbzy Thm Lizzy tribote. 

Mean FJdtier HarJodcn Hgh Street NWiO 
(0181-961 5490) BR; WDesden Junction. 
8|fan.£7. 

U. Cool J. Tumi Oas EFX, Sbaf , Shrta 

Ama Old skoal smoochy rapper LLC7 

heads this hip bop affair. 

London Arena Lhoehaihour, Isle Of Do^ 
EI4 10171-538 1212) DLR: Qm Harbour. 
&3te>.m 

My Ufa Stray. Bikini Baadi Band Pop 
metodiama from lake SHUngfonTs striag- 
ladeu tig bead MLS, iritb Himaitaa «w* 
Iran BBB, 

Hackney Empire Mare Street £8 (0181-985 
242*) BR: Hadtacy CeotraL 9pBf3am. £15. 

Orbital Tbc feflHal-frieadfy techno duo 

Gay^S^SfebTand Jot Digweed, 
Paul Oak enfold, Matshali JcQereco, Chem- 
ieai Brothers and James LareDc. 

Atoondre Palace Wood Green N22 (0171- 
344 0044) BR; Alexandre Palace. 8pm-8am. 
phone for avaSabOity. 

Tit* Pope* Celtic BA-rock hum Stone 
MacGowan^s baud. 

The Swan Qaphtoi Road SW9 (0171-978 
9778) eStockwen. 8pm, Off 
Push, Eva Sevefflics-Hyle funk (torn Push, 
with psychedelic folk from Evs-lumra'i Bra. 
Jackson's Lane Comminty Cant* Ardrasy 
Road N6 10181-341 4421) ♦ H^tgBte. 

8pm. £13- 

Ian SbMw with Carol Grants Exnwnfinsy 
sool^aasrogcr and pfenist ducts with 
hhMM diva Chrol Grimes. . 

■VortBt Smte NcsrugHKi Qnsch St N16 (0171- 
254 6516) BR; Sttfte NcwtngfoR. 9pm. £12. 


The Witches 

A hoy and bis grandmother join forces 
against the witches in David Woof* adap- 
tation of Roald Dahl's uewd. 

Vaudeville Theatre Strand wc (0171-836 
9987) BR tO Channg Crass. Moo-Sal 7pm, 
matsToe-Fri 2pm. Sal 1 1JtOam ft 2pm (ez- 
tre mat 31 Dec. 1 1.00am. ft 2pm). £930- 
£18. ddd CT30-E12. 120 mins. 

The Womaa In Btoefc 
Fortune Theatre Russell Street WC2 
(0171-836 tZWcc 344 4444) ♦Coven 
Garden/Ho [bom. Mon-Sat 8pm. mats Tile 
3pm. Su 4pm. £830-120. ltd mms. 

LONDON FRINGE 

ALMEIDA THEATRE 

A ITrismner Night's Dream Angela Thorne 
as Tijani* in Jonathan Mffler s prodnama 
Almeida Street N1 (0171-3594404) 

♦ AngeL Moo-Sat 7-30pm. mats Sat 3pm 
(no peris 31 Dcc-1 Jan), etuis 1 Feb. £630- 
£1930. crocs available. 

ARTS THEATRE 

Oiridaies CbotU; ihriHcr in which two men 
of fatten battle u out at a pany. 

.Great Newport Si WG (0171-836 2132fer 
. 741 9999) ♦LefaeuraSq.Mtm-Sai 8f«n, mat 
‘ Su 530pm. ends 1 Ja* 0250. corns £73a 
THE BRIDEWELL 

Marry Me A LAfle Stephen SoadbeimoiiB- 
ea) abow nw> lotidj' people, performed ly 
the BodewdT* own superb company. 

Bride Lane, Fleet Street EC4 (0171-936 
3456) ♦ Bitckfrars. 28-30 Dec, J-4 Jan. 
7J0pm. mu 5 Jan. 430pm. ends 1 1 Jan. 
£6511. coots £5. 

COCHRANE THEATRE 
Cold Cemfart Farm Michael Friend's adap- 
tation of Stella G*boos’ satire of melodra- 
matic rustic novels. Scauhamplon Row 
WC1 (0171-242 7040) ♦ Hnftom. Mon-Su 
730pm mot 1 Jan), mu 28 Dee; 3pm, ends 
11 Jan. (830, cone* £530, Mon aB seas £5. 

DRILL HALL ARTS CENTRE 
Okk OMdttf New tmsical about menee 
Bction radio ufeai cures of the ‘4 Ql Qtenies 
Street WC1 (0171-637 SZ70) ♦ Goodgp SL 
Toe-Sun 7 JOpm, ends 18 Jut, £7-£14, 

THE GRACE THEATRE 
Guard*! Gubrts! Firs staging of one of 
Terry Pratcben's comic Dricrodd novels. 
Battersea Park Rd SWIJ (0171-223 .W9) 
BHOeftm Jmxtion. Daily 8pm (aor 31 
Dec 6 Jan), mats Su ft Snn 4pm, ends 1 1 
Jm, £8, ooaea £6. pay whu you can Tries. 
HAMPSTEAD THEATRE 
The Eleventh Cormnandment David 
Schneider start mbs own comedy about a 
Jewrifa estate lgem with mother trouble. 
Avenue Road NW3 (017J-722 9301) 

♦ Swiss Outage. Mon-Sm 8pm. man Su 
330pm, £1 1 (Toc-FriL £L330 (Sal eve). 
Moo ft mats £8. 

LYRIC STUDIO 

The Truman Capote Talk Show Bob King- 
dom's one man recreation of ibe US writer 
centres on his fell from grace. In rep, 28, 30 
Dec, 4, 6 Jan, 8pm, mat 2 Jan, 430pm, ewfe 
1 1 Jan, £830. cones £5, all seats Mon £5. 
Dyfen Thomas Return Journey Anthooy 
Hopldns threco Bob Kingdom in a portrait 
of the Welsh writer. King Sl Wb (0181-741 
23U)^Hammenm>th. lnrcp, 31 Dec. 2-3 
Jao, 8pm. mats 28 Dec. 4 Jan, 430pm. ends 
11 Jan, £830. croa £5, all seats Mon £5. 

ORANGE TREE THEATRE 
Family Circles Wedding a mnvemry chaos 
ensues m the 25th smriversmy revival of 
Ayckbourn's comedy. 

Clarence Street, Richmond, Surrey (0181- 
Wfl 3633) «■ Richmond. MorySsi 7,45pm 
(not 1 Jan), mau Sat 4pm, 2 Jus, 230pm. 

3 Jan. 4pm. CW143Q, cxtncs avaUabk. 


James Taylor Quartrt See Saturday. 

Jazz Cafe 7pt& £1230-115. 

Tipec, Toasfar Much-tipped synth-led team 
in the Stereolab drone-pop vein. 

Garage Ifigbbury Comer N5 (0 171-6071 8 1 8) 

♦ tfigfihury ft ItJmffoo. Sprn. £W-£12. 

WEDNESDAY! 

Bobby WriBnsSorft Stamina (hdntat 
Mainstream jazz icrorisr tods whb trom- 
honia fe amt l i ig rfanuMit 

drummer Brian Abrahaa» 

Vortex Stoke Ncwingusn Church Street N16 
(0171-2S4 6516) BR: Stoke Newington. 
830pm, £6. 

THURSDAY 2 

Christine Tobin, RfatianJ Fairtiunft Hun- 
gry Ants Babel Rccoixb showcase wnh folk- 
afoed Irish pzzsngcr Christine Tobin plus 
pianist Richard Fairbnra^ spify comcmpo- 
rary quartet The Hungry Ants. 

Jazz Cafe Partway NWI (0171-916 60b0) 

♦ OundeuTown. 7pm, £8. 

Scott HunUtaxVWarteo Vache See Saturday. 
Plza Express Dean Street 3pm, £16. 

FRIDAY 3 

JuSao Aiguriles ft the Vbrtet Jazz (femitst 
LcR-ticld ex-Locec Tabes Knwi*. wuii ffu- 
rarist John ParioeBJ athl piama Huw Warren. 
Vats Stake Newington Church Street N16 
(0171-254 6S/6J RR: Stoic NewtngtotL 
830pm. £5. 

The CamjyritoSxiira'rocilcd CWord rockets. 
The Wand High Road, Dford (0181-5)4 
4400) BR: Seven Kings 930pm, SS, £330 
before Iftpm. 

Scott HamBmYWairen Veche See Satunfay. 
Pizza Express Dean Street Spm, £2Q. 

Robert Maseko ft Chaka Chaka Soukuus 
Zabcm bandleader with full band Une-op 
and liuKcrs. 

Africa Centre King St WC (0171-312 1996) 

♦ Covcnl Gn,leucster Sq. 9pm 1M7. 
TTreMatuus Psydwbfl ly band Irom the 
Eighnes Hub Fora days. 

Venue Chflao Rise SEI4 (OISI-6924077) 
BR: New Cross. Sfun, £5. cones Cbclort 
ftZtn. 

Houston Penan Bluesy US srad-J«a: tenor 
veteran and one-time Eua Junes sdekadc. 
Jazz C#fe Partway NWI (01 71-9166060) 

♦ Cundea. 7pm, ends 4 Jan. £12, adv £10. 

ATribot* to PtiH Lynatl With Dizzy Liny, 
Rude Awakon^ The Big Gcucraior, The 
Rivet Gods, and Phil«nara Lynoa 
jOlbum Nahcnri EWlreom Ktiburn High 
Road NWfi rOlTl-326 3M1 ) ♦ KUburo. 
7pm £10. 


Children 

LONDON 

BARBICAN HALL The Had Matter's Christ- 
rbs Concert London Coaren Orchestra 
prcaeno smnri mtaic. special jwnrs and 
a stew of s u rp rise s fa dnMreu and tem- 
bes. Baibon Centre EC2 (IH71-638 8891) 
♦ Wtrite’Tferturan 28 Dec. .TJOpra. 

£980. 

BARBICAN HAa Fsoriy Ornate »l GaU 
CfaucU family (roar the London Concert 


Bartacun Cetare EG |til7l-638 8891 1 
♦ MompteBartttaa. 30 Dec. 3pm. 
£930-£263a under Ib‘»£4.7$-£1325. 
HAYWARD GALLERY ft Curt Ba Title! 
Explore the pamriugs of Hroard 
Hodgkins wuhcctetearedwtaets who 
make iatuau teas from kfa J rnpomss 
Aga 7-12 with aduh. Behcden: Road SE1 
(0171-960 GQ) BR>» Waterloo. 28-29 
Dee; 4-5 Jan. 11 3Com. £5. child £1, hook- 


No matter ff you're a pynomaniac or a N«y fi&t, there’s something for eraiyone rit the Hogmanay Festival 


chic gathering of Mystic Megs: 
Along with the sooth-sayers 
there's also an environmental 
sculpture called the Resolution 
Thee. Riddles Cam, Royal Mile 
Sat 2331 llam-6pm 

OUTDOOR TYPES: 

The Hojpnanay Games 

stretch over two days and fea- 
ture the ancient New Year 
Sprint, and the first Edinburgh 
vs Glasgow Tug 0*War. Mon 
30, Tue 31 Mcadowbank Sta- 
dium Uam~4pm £3 
Information Line: 0891-33 1997 


Clubs 


REGIONAL 

BOXFORD 

Pater King Highly advanced bebop ahoin. 
Bwtord Fiasco Jse: Chib Broad Street 
(01787 -21 0247) 3 Jan. 830pm, £9. 

BRISTOL 

Durean Down Bristol covers band. 

FxkSers W3)way Street, Bedmumer (0117- 
987 34U3) 31 Dec, 73C*im. £8410. 

K-Pesa Local c^ua letta. 

Tha Fleece Sl Thomm Street (0117-927 
7150) J1 Dee, 730pm. £8. 

CAMBRI06E 

The Frigkteres RftB ream. 

Boat Race East Road (01223-570063) 
3Jan.7pm.i3-U. 

CHELTENHAM 

MBa tTAbo ft HB Mighty (farm Singer of 
Sixties pnpiras Manfred Mann. 

Torn HaU Imperial Square 1 01 24 2-227979). 
31 Dec. SASpm, phone for availability. 
CROMPALL 

Jodt lytdMtay ft Gavin Lowery Csjnn ilno, 
The Pit tldjel Lane (01252-850789) 31 Dec. 
730pm, £30 me dnmer. 

GUILDFORD ____ 

Dr ruriinfiil CoTm John Band Pub-rock 
era Southend R& B bnyt with Texan Nna 
from John. CNdttegMd Club (01483- 
712483) 28 Due. phone for prices. 
IPSWICH 


Th* Hamatere Souibend hlues-roduR. 
Rafiway Hotel FcahaD Road (01473- 
728700) 29 Dec Bpm, phone (or prices. 
KINGSTON UPON THAMES 
Umehaasa Uzzy Thin Lizzy triboie. 

Grey Hose Rktanood Ros dtDlSl-SU 
4818) 29 Dk, 830pm. £5. 

PORTSMOUTH 

Ridhfes Blues Slerie Smith's bar-room 
Nocsbx. S Dee, GASpm, £6. 

Urnehem Ltsy TTim Lay tribme. 
Wadgewaod Rooms Albert Road (01705- 
R639U) 3 Jan. 8pm £5. 
SOUTHAMPTON 


Todd MOer ft TTia Joe Lera Orchestra US 
veteran joins the swinj band bequeathed by 
Ufa Joe. 28 Dec 730pm, £ia 
Tlw SJfller Baud, Gfam Slam, Rubbfehafld 
Giaoroctlng Hogmanay with Ganr's erst- 
wtifle batting band. 

GuUdhaB SoniCdU. Comzucrciil Ruud 
(01703-632601)31 Dec 730pm, £15. 


UTTLE ANGEL MARIONETTE THEATRE 
Urn ffarateftB—fer Latte Aanelwn- 
cacses itvro the ctesic production. Jeatnr- 
agfanrt umric hewd on Tchrikmrifaf 

me, 

Dagrar Pasra^e, CrmSi N1 im7l-2» 
IWlrelSthburyft Isfinguw An#A Sjb- 
Sor ft 3 Jm, | lam (•#& 3 & up) * 3pm 
taga5ft>y),cndt26Jrin.£65n.cnuadiM 
£5. 

LYRIC HAMMERSMITH The Roly Poly 
Pudding Intimate puppet ritnw prevented 
ty Ofly Can Theatre Company. Are* two 
to five. King Street Wb (0181-741 SI 1) 

♦ Hammenmith. Moo-Fri from Dec til 
(except 1 Jan), I In ft 2pm Sal I lam ft 
ipa, ends 4 Jan. £4. 

OLD ROYAL OBSERVATORY Christmas 
naaeferium Showr Start of Wfattr Rc» 
dent Flauctarinm Lecturer Hairy Ford de- 
scribes the ChrBtmm skic* fordnUm ux 
and abone. Oreeaurcfa Pvk SE1Q (PI81- 
858 44221312 6565) BR: Maze »H 28 
Dec 2pm ft 3 «d. 30-31 Dec 2J0mn. 
H30.ehMa. 

PURCELL ROOM DnvM Wood Magie ft 
Music Shew BBC TV’ Mar presents a lasu- 
ly show lull of fan, and ancbciKe parricipk- 
tion. ftr tenflies and children apes three 
and up. 29 Dee. 3pm 30-31 Dec. Ham 
and 3pm. £6, child £450. lamdy betel 
£1750. 


LONDON 

SATURDAY 28 

1 THE END Stfo-Tarram's Ait BHMay Pure 
ledmo liberation with Cohn Fever nod Dave 
AngeL West Central Street WC1 (0171-419 
91 W) ♦Tuuenbam Coot Raad/HnOxun. 

1 lpm-tem. £L\ mems £1(L 
BACLEYS STUDIOS Freedtm Ficcdyk 
at&aatbcme.png:.hm&aLaaifMiz 
and beyond. York Way N1 (Ola-278 2777) 

♦ Kings Cron. 10pm8am. f L2. mrms £8, 

me after 4am 

MINISTRY OF SOUND RrifaYO Maddu- 
tash’s builHty pany wiih Togr Faricy. Pree 
Heller and Rotiy. Gauni Street SE1 (0171- 
378 6528) ♦Elephant and Cmrte. midnigfai- 
9atn,££5,mems£l(X 

5W1 The Rurilhint Two arenas ufbotrae 
mid garage with residents Drew. POD. Soon 
Garcia and Gee-Snoove joined bye weekly 
rnurirawluf gueax. Vmotia Street SWI 
(0171-630 8980) ♦Vfcwria. lOpra-tenn, 

£12, £10 before lipm £6 afier 3am 

TURN MILLS Banza DJs from MoWat 
A/hletteo. Sbm and Wend Bob Collective 
colcjtzia md fl g ii u rzrf Rosd 
EC] (0171-25034M) ♦ FamngdocL 
930fia-330tm. £!L £7 before 11pm. 

SUNDAY 29 

THE ROCKET Tha Marie Temple Trippy 
soul and trip hop, dubby drum'n’bess, deep- 
est horme and gar^c and cGstP flash from 
ffippf Died, Danny D^hal and others. FW- 
■taray Road N7 (0171-607 2789) • • 

♦ Holloway RoatL 7pm-2mn. £Sk crocs £4. 
THE GARDENING CUJB Sunfinm Ain- 
tode-fiee house with Tony nme and Bald 
Pul Jchmaao. The Piazza WC2 (0171-497 
3155-4) ♦ Owl Garden. 8pm-3am. £6. 

IA2 Club X Indte and aluock. from Blur to 
the Chcmiral Bros via the Prodigy. Charing 
Gross Rd WC2 (0171-434 0403)«Tc«eo- 
ham Court Road. 10pn»6ara ffl, NUS £6. 
SMITHFIEIIXS Lazy Christmas bash srth 
Demdr Carter. Luke Safamoo and Jeoy R. 
Famtgtfcn Street ECl (0171-248 531 1 1 

♦ Farongrton.7pm-12midnichl,£4.NUS 
£ 3 . 

MONDAY 30 

THE CLINIC Dedrionf Electro, tedmo. bp 
top anti dnan'nhaB trecny b ng with Tbc 
Runaway* and Req 1. Gernid Street Wl 
(0171-734 9836) ♦ Loose Square. 10pm- 
3am. £5, com i% 


CLOUD 9 Staaaftarry Simdae New Years 
Eve This promises to be the biffiest chib 
right eve m eentral lxudoo. ‘ndrea ava9- 
aWe from Vhgia Megastore. 

Albert Embankment SW8 (0171-735 5590) 

♦ VaradtalL 10pm -8am. £25. 

THE END Nmv Yeats Bra Techno and Deep 
bouse freak-out with Darren Emerson. Tom 
Pams (Antibes) and Hector Romeo (New 
Yotfc). West Genial Street WCT (0171-419 
9199) ♦ Tottenham Coon Rbad/HofixurL 
9pm-7in. £30 inadv. 

THE COLOSSEUM Sriafete*s New Years 
Eve Deep bouse in funky uxhnowub Terry 
Home, garage wnh Ricky Morrison and 
R&B. hip hop and dnrmVtaa. Niue Ehns 
Lane SEl 1 10171-720 9a(Wfafo 287 617] ) ♦ 
Varubna. gpm^ery late, 05. adv £30. 

BLUE NOTE Naw Yams Eva Party Tteu 
floors of nrw sod jazz, dnnn'n'hws and soul 
morers. Hanrm Sq N1 (0171-729 5W info 
287 1887) ♦ OW Street, 10pn>-U]e,£2S m 
a* ftum TSdmt MaanAfr Bongo . 
8RKTCW ACADEMY Return To The Source 
Goan tnmee New Year’s spedaL 
foocfoveO Road SW9 (0171-924 9999) BRr«- 
Brixum. 9pm6am, £2350. 

WKD CAFE Stampin' 97 New Yams Em 
Ltvo jazz furioo with Courtney Buchanan 
and Up bopL drum'h'bns and soul bum a 
seiectw of erwo-DJs. Kentish Town Road 
NWI (0171-2 67 IS69finfoOlRl 931 11831 
0956 322707) ♦ Camden. 9pm-Sam £10. 

THE fRIOGE Rrtum Goa eyfc cranc c Jrarn 
Mediane Drum, Mark Aden and Auarala- 
aaL Town HaU Parade, Broaco HiD SW2 
tfl7l-326510D)4*Baaon. 9pm -6am. 
£2350. 

JAZZ BBTRO Freafonn V Where's Jude 
Mew Years D* Dark funk, spocey )an and 
bfcafcbemwistbes par excellence bom . 
Ptdritik Fatge and Dean Rndtend. 
Fairtngdon Street ECl (0171-236 81 12l 

♦ Faninsdon. 9pm-250am. £15 adv from 
Smd Jazz, Bbekmarket and Jazz Bistro, 
MINISTRY OF SOUND New Ymb Bw An 
alLstar tme-rsp that mchidcs Todd Terry. Er- 
iek Mrafiks Fraride Foncerl and Jany M. 
Garni Sl SEl (0171-378 (528) ♦ Ekphant 
ft Castk. 93qpm-10am, £35 hi adv, £40 in 
ah' include New Vents Day (lipmtem). 

WEDNESDAY 1 

MINISTRY OF SOUND New Yen» Day The 
CcwMbcs rommue with Terry Hunter, Cl 
MaeinioriL Brandon Block and Seb 
fijmrine. Gamu Streei SEJ (0j7)r378 6528) 

♦ Etepham & Gale. 1 1 pa-tom £10. 
tnr jiis free, 

VORTEX The Cube &rd,trancey and tune* 
fri house with DJ Abce Hid guess. Qdcsd 
Sbca Wl (0171-724 1023) ♦Tottenham 
Grant Rd l0pm3am£5.menntaMcs£3. 

THURSDAY 2 

JAZZ BISTRO Mritkig M Di&> jazzy beds 
and and tore «tb The Meny Pranfaters. 
Fantogdoa Street ECl (f»7l^V Sl 12) 

♦ Farringdro. lOpm-tai. £4, anas £3. 
HEAVEN H y be mri h m Trance, deep tax 
and fee pereuoaon wnh K9C( Barek and 
Rhythm Of Spare CofleCDve-OHrine Cross 
Arches. VIBiert Street Wa(0J7J-9303DO) 

♦ Oaring Croc. 9pm- 3am, Ct. 

FRIDAYS 

SUETERANIA Rotadteo A beady mri or srafl, 
hmk. jam tcgpe, hip bop aad lw toasting 


Tha Lcnl Of Mtanfai A Madwml Christ- 
mm Calebs « Snn Smrrn (dayx a«i»t and 
mexhcml instrument, wnfi (fencing, fm 
a8 the batik. 29 Dec. 75Hr«n. i &-£!». 
croex £5-0. Umdy udrl uvaflaMr. 

Ike Hutchp ut ch Pantomime: An 18th 
Ceobity Sfasanal Patthmine Smpng. 
dancing, gaxevjoe and uupcal uiicets. 
in) mac combine in populai n«X pan- 
to. 

South Bank SEJ fD17ltel4242t ♦ Wa- 
terloo. l Ian. 730pm. £b-CT.c»Uv-« £250 
ROYAL ALBERT HAU SaUmbanee Leg- 
cadMT Orque IX Sbfa3 reeurrawith bo«- 
offiee bveakmg Am for (crave sea»n 
Daate^xte’w fa evemme. Kerampton 
Gore SW7 (Dindri rC)2) ♦ High si 
KasmMOB. From 2 Jan. Tile- Son 7.45psL 
mms SmGen 230pm. auk W fan, £2X51 1. 
<4tl 

VAUDEVILLE THEATRE The WRchM The- 
atzwri a dyanro oi Roald Dahl's Mur) d>- 
teaedbj uu*i d Wood fa children and 
adnlb *** Strand W'C2 toi7i-R.v. 9*«s7i 
♦ChanejCK*. Moo-^iu ’pm. mats T a*.-. 
Fn 2pm, Sri Item ft ^ma learamat 31 
Dec. ! lam ft 2pm). CT5M1ft chtid £650. 
£12. 

Regional 

CAhBBlDCE 

LECTURE THEATRE DEPARTMENT OF 
ENGINEERING 

What Mada The Cries Mad? Lccnuc fa 
II-19yearoldsCrititecauvonl BSE. hv 
Dr Rnwalgtil Radtey. 2 Jan. 25t^nn. No 
nctcHactfOed 

A Friaud To Slaws Learnt fa 11-19 year 
■AH on the hntoiy e£ the Bnnsh slave 
nde. 2 Jam 1031m No tefa neudeU 
Caritastftdin Leeanr on the hKi, in nf 
Eoddioaril) OtRmiUfiiA.Mkw 
aruanametGtitege For dnUtia jpiJ li- 
lt 3 Jan, 2.V8XD, no trim needed. 
AntarcHa ft The Martten Cmrilmn Lec- 
ture for < Mdjear olds by Dsn id lVtun- 

Wabam*. 

Trompin^ioo Street 3 Jan. lil.Vtim 

EXETER 

ROYAL ALBERT MEMORIAL MUSEUM Po- 
etry from the UMteqpuaud W, tiUtnp ux 
8-14 year ulds wnh pupriar puet Colin Me- 
FarUoe, wnh j tpedal inur oi Exrui V an- 
«aem uaidergrot/wf pumgrt Btinpu 
pKkod lunch. 3t) Dee. llfr tam-.T-inpin. 
IftjU 

Tine Dftactrvee Warts hup fa 7-12 tear 
olds ro hstnry iadJrchart'k’Ki with Gtr- 


Squmc N1(»P1.7» 84401 0-OU Street 
10pm-5am. Os £6 MA fherT'chm: I lpm jf- 

Exhibitions 

LONDON 

ACCADEM1A ITAUANA 

20th Century ttafian Art From SyrnboSun 
To Senate Romans fnaugund adnhHirai ill 
rwwy Bum Museum Antuofe CnmAs 
Toe lOauhtapm. Wed lltem-Apm. Tho-Sun 
lOamApm. end. lb Itels £5. antes £3. mans 
free. 

Gnsvctfa Pface SWI (0171-235 03(131 

♦ Hyde Pari QanxrtViania. 

DESIGN MUSEUM 

Qiwfatt* Perritnd: Modernist Pioneer Ei- 
plmcmaaribe hleandwncinfibc 2Uh 
centtnT designer. Ends 13 Apr. 

Conran Foundation Culecflon lnflnenial 
ro Darien. Moo-Fri 1 1 JQntataa. Soi/Sun 
ramcaMpm. ends 11 May. £4,75. cwks 
O.ML 

Buden Wharf. SEl (0171-403 6933) 
♦Tower HfflTJLR: TTnrer Gareroy. 
HAYWARD GALLERY 

H oward HodgMn Survey pfeofo uriwab- 
jBiiiituy hy mt yy f Blind} punier, 
Beycnd Ranson: Ait and Prirrioste Wnrto 
by pqchiaoic pauenB of Hmw Prinzhorn. 
Mon- Snn I0am-6pm (until 8pm Tue ft 
Wed), cods 23 Fch. £5. cones CVSL 
Befadere Road. SEl (0171-9604242) 
BR7»WriertooL 

NATIONAL GALLERY 

Paler Btrira Novr We An 64 Re-nneipre- 
utkms of sefactod printings hy the gdfaiys 
thmf Anoaaie Atosl Ends J Jan. free. 
Marine ft Menrinp Rufrans* Landscapes 
Randy explored laarheapef in the FVmreh 
t ra ri rri c. Ends 19 Jan. free. 

John Jufius Animate Natkmal Gallery 
CoOecior. Manual 10am-6pm (Wed unri • 
8pm), Sim 12noim«ptn. emh9 Feh, free. 
Trafalgar Same, WC2 (0I71«9 3321) 

♦ dntru% Crins. 

NATIONAL PORTRAIT GALLERY 

The Victorians to the Naw ESzabrihans 
New gbss-waUed galleries. 

Private Eye Timas 1961-96 The farioiy nf 
the satirical magsanc explored Ends 5 Jm 
free. 

John Kobri PhotapapWc PorhatAwwd 
1996 waning photographs. Eads 19 Jan. 
free. 

The Art of the Picture Frame Artirts pa- 
nrvjs and the inomqg of ponrans m Britain. 
Mon-Sal lOanyepm. Sun 12noan-6pm. cods 
2 Feh. £3. oroc& <2. 

Si Martin's Place. WC2 (0171-306 0055) 

♦ Charing Crtws. 

RIVERSIDE STUDIOS 


WDam Monte ft The Crafts Today Moss 
explored m the enmea of 20th century 
artids Mon-Thn lOan-ll^vn. Fri IQam- 
4pm. Sat Sun I2noon-!0pm. eotte 17 Jan. 
free. 

Crop Road W6 10181-741 2255) ♦)&»• 
menmnh. 

ROYAL ACADEMY OF ARTS 

Afoertn Oacotnatti Major letro^erive of 
pmntmp and soriptuic. Emit 1 Jan. £550, 
cnae«£L75-£l. 

LWng Brides Pwpewals for a new hahnahle 
bridge. Moo-Sun Ubm-6pm, ends 5 lan. £5. 
ames OJSD Qui d £2 30, 

From Manteca* te P l e aai oi Drawings fruit 
tha Thaw frihefinn Smorgaihard uf draw- 
mgs Qlu includes Goya. Matrire and Afadnr- 
fcr. Moo-Sun lOam-f^wi. ends 19 Jan. £5, 
■amsoja 

Burtogfoo House. PteatHJy. WJ (AI7MCT 
7438) ♦ Piccaddly Cfrcus/Gtem Pork. 

TATE GALLERY 

Grand Tour; The Lure Dt fay in the Bgb- 
tantih Century batodesworitby Zoffany. 
Omaktrr* and Oaialc Lrerain. Ends 5 Jan. 
£6. cones £4. 

Turner in the North of England, 1797 
Worts and jraunds bom the artist's 18th 


aid lbc Cnralfc and Guv Marshall- 
Oneen Sncet ini392-2fr5K58) 2 Jan. 
IUJCtem> l2J0iun. 13. 

OXfORO 

Old ORE station THEATRE Prince* 
Fetgrt-M*-Not and tha Strange Ptetwt fa 
mebftan CoVuttfu) fanv-ule dm fur chd- 
dren aged fis-c and up. with inane and 
eupc. Oticge Sncet KIIK65- 794494 J 28- 
3tl Dec. 2.30pm ft bjltkan. (65IL eonca 
£450. 


Events 


LONDON 

EARLS COURT EXHIBITION CENTRE Lon- 
don I utei nation Boat Show 1997 The 
ktj)- law maQ things naotind onh wer 
Nil exhihuv Warwick Rd SW* (1117 l-mu 
HPll ♦ EaiK Cl. Fnun 3 Jan. daily Jfum- 
7pm (carpi 0 Jen, HW-9.1Upm. 12 Jm 
Ubm-opm), imihi 12 Jen, 1K.VJ, uunci 
1650. 2 umkf lh'» brewrih each adult 
nOrt. 

NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM Sir Joseph 
Banks! Tho Greening Of Thn Empbo The 
ibanuu of a natunhu whn sailed the 
«»» wnh Capt Conk. CnmAtU Rued 
SW7 ((1171-9,38 9123| ♦ South Kcnuni- 
loa M.«S»i |0aro-*5npm. Sun ll*m- 
55Hen rods H Feh, £5.50, nnnn L\ ihU 
£2511. under 5'« free, lamdy twket £15. 
NATIONAL MARITIME MUSEUM Amons 
The Green BmgpK Concert Seasonal l'tb 
crntnrt- ntmc ptireillh'ciMnmed mow- 
runs. Rnmnev RuadSt 111(11181 -858 
4422) BR: nreffivnctt'Mare HiD 2K-31 
Dec. II 3Uam-4pm.£*5tLi , <SKsf45lL 
ddd £3. lamdy ifcVcl £]r>. 

0LVMP1A International Model Show Cars. 
b.uK ft fan figures phM Model Ettgucvr 
Eduhttam. Ibmmcnmith Rrwd W14 
IM442-244 321 ) ♦ Earis Court 2Vnes-4 
Jan. libro-flpm t.l Jan. NtenhUjiaJ. P5H 
ows LV5U, undn Ins £4, Lwnfly laiei £2t< 
PURCELL ROOM Coroermafauet: Extraw- 
dinuy Story Of Tho BMPlpoa Of France 
Aureey Iran 1140 to 19% with inuwc and 
siunea. Somh Bank SE I (0171-060 42421 

♦ WainltHt. 2 Jan. 730pm. £fr £9. 
ROUNDHOUSE CMnoM State Ctreua 
Spectatula) anxtwlH' thvn. Chalk Farm 
Road NW] tlin-482 7Tltl'45>nirtl)te 
Chalk Fam Toc-Sm ft Dee 3d, Spro tes- 
crpt 3] Deck mart Sal ft Sun ft 3t* lfa. ]• 
3 Jan. UHpm. Sun 530pm. rods » Jan. 
CT-U85H coocv lh-£l J51J 

cctnun jomnty. Ends 7 Eek tree. 

The Tumor Prtea Edifitition The iimr aumt- 
nt» fa the major a^mpurarv an pnw 
EnttlZJjn.il. 

Work* from the Ted Power CoHoctian hv 
dudes Brancuo, Newman and Duhiiik-i. 
Ends lh Feb. bits'. 

Nicholas Pope Rcfas*®- based sculpture. 
Mms-Sat llfam-?50pm. Sun 2pm-55Hpm, 
ends 23 Feb. (rce. VUntxink. SWI (0171-0X7 
rtOOOl ♦ Itenhco. 

VICTORIA ft ALBERT MUSEUM 

Tho Raphael Olwy Rrooml Cull -sue tar- 
lOMtt. 

Americ an P ho to graphy 1890-1965 Mafa 
■wemew ntading Edward Siochcn. Ansel 
Adams and Diane Arhus. Mon l2noon- 
550pm, Tuc-Sun ]0tim-550poL ends 26 Jan. 
£5, crmcs £3 (mhtdes entranee to mnsetmt], 
Cronmell Rnad. SWT (1 1 1 71-938 8NI1) ♦ 
ScuJh Kensington. 

Dance 

LONDON 

LONDON C0USEUM 

The Kfcw Baifah llw Nutcracker The 
Briiteh [aemiere of the Kirov's vcnioti of 
this much-loved baUcL 28 ft 31 Dec. 1-4 Jan, 
730pm. mats 28 Dec. M Jan. 230pm. 31 
Dec, 2pm. H2J0-f 495a 
Si Mmun-X Lane. WC2 (D171-632 S30U) 

♦ lxicroKrSquiire/ChsungCntG. 

PEACOCK THEATRE 

CRy Balet Of lendwi; Outicrala Die new 
haUci company presents Matthew Hart's 
version. Man-Sat 730pm (on perf 1 JanV. 
mats Sal ft Dcc30 ft 31 Dec 

2 Jan. 130pm, enfc4 Jan. £750-£275a 
Ponugri Street. WC2 (0171-314 8800) 
fiHron. 

PICCADILLY THEATRE 

Adwnlimf in Motion Pictures: Sm Lake 
Matthew BomucY aedaimed veroon with a 
mate craps of swans. Mtm-Sal 7 30pm, mats 
Wed ft Sat ft 2 Jm, 130pm, (no mat I Jan. 
£930-00. uandJy cones svaflable. Denman 
Street, Wl (0171-369 I734fasung details 
0J 7J-434 0I«|* nccwtafiyOicus. 

ROYAL FESTIVAL HALL 

E/*Wi Atetlmf Bafert 7Ite Nutcracker 
Ben Stevensm's prodnainn tV the delightful 
Christmas balkL Moo-Su, 730pm, mats 28. 
30-31 Dee. M Jan, 230|pm. out 1 1 Jan . » 
135. South Bunk Centre, SEl 10171-960 
4242) BR/te Waterloo. 

ROYAL OPERA HOUSE 

Tha Royal BaHafc OndaraBa F red e rick Atfa- 
umh protfocriua of Prokofiev's hefoued fitity 
suny. 28 ft 31 Doc iBcnjK nriaO aodyl. 

7pm. mats a Dec ( Halley -TrorotJ, 2pm. 4 

Jan (Hetfcy/TrevdtL 12pm. £2-£&L 
Tha Rnyti Btifet Sunn Lake Anihngr 
DokITs nunptunw prnductiun set in Rus- 
sia. 3 Jan Cforiuria/Makhameffav) 7pm. £2- 
£62.Cvwm Garden. WC2 (0I71-3IH 41)00) 

♦ Covcnl Garden. 

Regional 

BASILDON 


Adonab BaDak Company: Sfeapfeft Beatfiy 
New aocconbte vetsmn scored by Schuhen. 
DwraJf and rahera |DU»S3IM3) » Dec. 
7[vn. nuns 28. 30 Dee. 2pm. 29 Doc. 4pm, 
GLflO, amc Lh. fem* £ 26 . 

CARDIFF 

ST DAVUySHALL 

Mureew tty Batfafc Swan Lake Rtwsian 
company prerem the dawae ballet of beDets. 
28, 3tl Dea 230pa ft TMpm. 29 Dec, 5|»n, 
31 Dec. 230pm. £in5M25, earn uvaOahle. 
Moscow City Batot Qnderefla The modes 
fairy tale Mb Tchafiawskv* gtonuta score. 
The Hayes (0122-878444) 2-5 Jan. 730pm, 
mats 3-5 Jan. 230pm. £1050X25. cones 
available. 


with DJt Fcoit-Fan. T-Mcney, Dodge aad 
Ales Baby. Acktan Road W10(0!81-960 
45901 ♦ LBdbnfa Grove. Oiojoptn- 
3 JQbb,£K 

BLUE NOTE Nafad TaM 97 V3nm 
house sod garage wnh EU 279. Chtmasfa 



11* Oty of London Ballel's production of Matthew Hart's Cinderella 
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Pick of the Day 

Decisive Moments 
Sun 8pm BBC2 


Tfte stories behind some ot the most memorable media images 
of the last year are discussed by editors, picture editors and the 
photographers themselves - one way of remembering 1996 in 
all its ignominy (Dunblane, TWA flight 800, the Canary Wharf 
bomb, right...) and glory (Tate That break up.... Gazza’s goal 
against Scotland...). There's a more traditional review of 
the year's events on Monday 30 Dec on BBC1. 



Rim of the Day 

Heaven and Earth 

Sun 10.10pm BBC2 . 


rm-not a great fan ot Oliver Stone's bombastic, styteaf 

fflmXwng/and 1 think his politics - ifyou want to be tand about 

tt - are just a tad mbred-up- However, 

> ■ . I* AwuKi cE Dnt flhfHit. and tills 1993 



two being Platoon and Boro on tha Fourth of July), mistime, me 
conflict Is seen through the eyes of a Vietnamese peasant woman. 


Sunday television and radio 


BBC1 


BBC 2 


ITV/London 


7.00 BB9 Those MagnSicefit Men in Their Ftying 
Machines (Ken Anna kin 1 965 UK). Jolly aviation 
comedy about a sponsored London to Rjris air 
race. Stuart Whitman, Sarah Miles, James Fox 

I and Terry-Thomas star (67691894). * 

I 9.10 News (3685900). 

i 9.15 The Goad Book Guide (Si (1109349). 

930 Fust Light fSJ f 2741 7). 

20.00 BZ&I Quo Vadis? (Menyn LeRoy 1951 US). Peter 
Ustinov fiddles as Rome bums, and centurion 
Robert Taylor falls for Christian woman Deborah 
Km (67604374). * 

12.45 The World’s Strongest Man fSJ (1 06436). * 

1.15 News (8P701829). • 

135 Tom and Jerry (48938349). 

130 Just WiJfiwn (R) (S) (20504). * 

2.00 The Bookworm (S) (8405). * 

2.30 EastEnders Omnibus (SJ (3998423). * 

335 The Wizard of Oz on ice. As choreographed by 

Robin Cbusins ( S ) (3868639). 

4.10 The Wbrfd of Peter Rabbit and Friends. Animated 
The Tale of Tom Kitten and Jemima Piiddleduck 
IP) (S) 0272184). * 

435 EastEnders Omnibus (S) (3732469), * 

535 News and Wfeather (299610). 4 

5.50 Regional News (483523). 

5.55 Songs of Praise. New Year worship from Vienna 
(S) (7623681. * 

6.30 Last of the Summer Wine Christmas Special (S) 
(233692). * 

7.15 Antiques Roadshow: The Next Generation. 
Special roadshow tor youngsters from The Royal 
Museum of Scotland in Edinburgh (S) (419184). 

8.00 Only Fools and Horses. Raquei ponders the 
wisdom of inviting her parents to a dinner party at 
Nelson Mandela House (S) (5233). * 

9.00 Way Out West Starring Richard Wilson. See 
Preview. p24(S) (290813).* 

9.50 News and Matter (574436). * 

20.05 The Frank Skinner Show (S) (229146). 

10.45 The Spirit of 66 with Alf Garnett Curious 
programme in which “Alt Garnett" (Warren 
Mitchell) presents moments from the Work! Cup 
of 1966 with music, comedy and news footage of 
that year. Any reason? (971 726). 

1 1.45 BBa Affie (Lewis Gilbert 1 966 UK). Michael 
Caine sleeps his way through the birds of 
Swinging London in this influential sex comedy. 
Millicent Martin. Jane Ashet Denholm Elliott and 
Shelley Winters co-star (543894), 

1 35 BBS Funeral in Berlin (Guy Hamilton 1966 UK). 
Michael Caine again - this time in Harry Palmer 
mode in the follow-up to the previous year's The 
Ipcress File (766498). 

3.15 Weather (41 8924501 to 3.20am. 


7.30 Children's BBC: Joe 90. 7.55 Playdays. 

8.1 5 Bitsa. 330 Jackanory Gold 8.45 
Highlander. 4 9.10 The itsy Bitsy Spider. 930 
Incredible Games. * 10.00 The Mask. * 1035 
Grange Hilt * 10.50 Blue FbCen The Best Bits. * 
11 30 Bay City 

11.45 The Royal Instftutzon Christmas Lectures. 
Professor Simon Conway Moms di scus es how 
the study of fossils can provide a fascinating 
insight into ancient natural history, recording dues 
as to the speed erf the earth’s rotation and the 
movement of prehistoric animals PS) (892610). * 

12.45 The Simpsons (S) (9180271). * 

1.10 J3SI Fantastic Voyage (Richard Fleischer 1966 
US). A top scientist suffers severe brain damage 
during an assassination attempt, forcing a medical 
team to be miniaturised to microscopic size and 
injected inside his body to effect a miracle cure. 
Not available ot toe NHS. Starring Raquei Welch 
and Donald Pleasence (60390639). * 

2A5 Cartoons (3990829). 

3.00 The Phil Silvers Show. Bilto reveals his gambling 
secrets while talking in his sleep (R) (1823436). 

335 The Essential Olympics. New series. Desmond 
Lynam celebrates 100 years of the modem 
games, introducing archive footage of the so- 
called Chariots of Fire Games of 1924 and toe 
infamous 1 936 Olympics in Berlin (S) 

(8392894). * 

435 Choir of the Year. The final (S) (8568928). 

5.15 Rugby Special. Highlights from Leicester v 
Harlequins, and a preview of next week's 
European Cup Final semi-finals (S) (789287). 

6.15 Star Trek: Voyager. Haatonian grief (S) 

(634146). 

7.00 American Visions. Robert Hughes concludes his 
excellent series with The Age of Anxiety - art in the 
age of Nixon and the Vietnam War (S) (7455). * 

8.00 Decisive Moments: Review of the Yfear. 
Photographers, picture editors and agencies tel I 
the stories behind the year's newsworthy images 
(5) (3875). * See Pick of the Da/, above. 

9.00 The Moons to ne. 1/2. See Preview, p2 4 (S) 
(5728225). 

10.10 HBBI Heaven and Earth (Oliver Stone 1993 US). 
Having chronicled toe American experience of the 
Vietnam Wat; Stone turns his attention to the 
Vietnamese themselves - fallowing one woman 
from a peaceful childhood in a peasant village 
through the traumatic events of the war to her role 
as toe wife of a US serviceman in America. See 
Film of toe Day, above (S) (24423349). 

1235 Luck, Trust and Ketchup. Behind-the-scenes on 
Robert Altman’s film Shortcuts (454160). 

2.05 Wteather (5446540). To 2. 10am. 


6.00 GMTV (7363097). 935 The V\forid'sGratest 

Magic (5912287). 10.15 Link (352 7287). * 
1030 Sunday Uve (1 7338). 11.00 Morning 
Wbiship (27504). 12.00 Sunday UwflM 55®. 
1230 ft's a 7iny Toon Christmas (29829). 1.00 
News (991 03900). 1.10 Best of Treasures 
(1623981). _ _ _ 

2.10 BQ Pete's Dragon (Don Chaffey 1977 US). Poor 
Disney live action and animation mix (the dragon 
is animated) about a lonely orphan and his 
protective fire-breathing chum. Jim Dale, Mtctey 
Rboney and Helen Reddy star (61 508691). * 

440 Pie Making of Molt Flanders. A report on toe 
preparation and work that went into filming the 
recent bodice-ripper (1 249097). 

5.10 Tales of toe Turf. Final propamme in the series 
about the world of home racing (77431 65). 

5.40 Local News, Weather (556 41 7). * 

535 1X59 Steeping Beauty (Clyde Geranrmi 1 959 
US). Disney animation about the young princess 
with the big snooze habit Expensively made, but 
not one of Unde Walt's best (S) (4054436). * 

730 News, Weather (41 2455). * 

730 Coronation Sheet Curly is bemused to find 
himself toe centre of attention as both Anne and 
Maxine confess toeir feelings for him. Credibility 
check, please (436). * 

8.00 BBS The Living Dayfights (John Glen 1987 UK). 
Timothy Daton mates his debut as a rather dour, 
po-faced James Bend, helping the Soviet 
authorities hunt down a renegade KGB defector 
who Is batting for both sides. The idea was to go 
back to the series' roots, but that didnT spell great 
entertainment Maryam cPAbo, Joe Don Baker and 
Art Malik “lend" support (S) (5001 7691). * 

1035 Hale and Pace Down Under. Naughty fellas 

Gareth HaJe and Norman Pace return from , 
Australia with sane new characters and sketches 
(S) (863504). * 

1 135 News, Weather (201 610). * 

11.39 LWT Weather (61 7542). 

11.40 The Beaties Anthology. The moptops stop touring, 
retreat into the studio and return with the 
Sergeant ffepper album (R) (S) (285368). * 

1.40 BOM Mahler (Ken Russell 1974 UK). Typically 
. daft, overblown Ken Russell biography- 

restrained only by the low budget Robert Powell 
pfeys the Austrian composer, while Georgina Hale 
s his stifled wife, Alma (8) 363837). 

3.45 Cod VSbes (R) (56465030). 

4.05 BOB The New Adventures of Plppi Lonffttoddng 
(Ken Annaldn 1988’ Tami Erin stars as toe 
rnisx* ievous young giriwto an amaarig array cif 
supernatural powers (5) (47929301). 

5J55 News (4793214). To 6.00am. 


Radio Choice 



Secret Bedrooms (7pm Rl) 
comes with a warning that some 
may find it distasteful; though 
frankly, this catalogue of the 
things that go on in teenage 
bedrooms (sex, smoking, over- 
sleeping, untidiness) is rather 
less frank and fearless than most 
poems by the Earl of Rochester, 
hero of Stephen Jrffreys' play, 
The Libertine (7.30pm R3) and 
played by Bill Nighy (left). 


Radiol 

c-'tfSm'fV! 

7.00ara Kevin Greening 10.00 Dave 
Rjww 200 Trevor Nefcnris Rhythm 
Nation 4.00 UK Top 40 7.00 Secret 
Bedroom* See Choice, ahne. 8.00 
.Hsm Peri. Feme 50 Part 4 10.00 
Best Albums 0* 19% 12,00 Arwy 
•vmha* 4.oO-7.QO*m Chart* Jordan 


Remember 430 Sing Something 
Simple 500 Bam Ayres 700 Hugh 
SeuUy 830 Sunday Hall Hour 9.00 
Alan Kefth 10.00 The David Jacobs 
Coneebon 11.00 The Aits Pro- 
gramme 12.05 Adrian Fmjghan 
3.0Q-7.Q0am Steve Madden 


Radio 2 

.V »■ 

7 OOarn Maclean 9.05 Steve 
Sunday Love Songv 11.00 
ti* Bri ri PWfcmson * Sunday Sup 
nMniart 1.00 Desmond Cjmngtun 
3.00 Rpnn^ c.irwi 4.00 A Ynar 10 


Radio 3 

l30r9T4m?FMI 

535am News Headlines; Vfeattw. 

7.00 Sacred and Profane. 

8.50 Choice ot Three. 

9.00 Brian Kay ni Vienna. 

12.15 Robert Woolley, Frotmger: j 

Toccata No 4 in F ; Suite No 1 in A J 
inmoi. Suite No 18 m G minor. 


Bach: Partita No 3 in A minor. 
BWVB27. 

1.00 The Liquid Companion. Andrew 
Jefltotd braves the horizontal rain 
of Isby to cfiscover the secrets be- 
hind one of the most fiawxvscme 
whiskies produced north of the 

border. 

130 Ulster Orchestra. Nielsen: Over- 
ture: HeOos. Glinka: Vaise-Fan- 
tasie. PnrtoSeit Kano Conerto No 
2. Nielsen: Symphony No 2. 

245 Spirit of the Agp. Gauge Pratt 
reports from the Armenian 
monastery on the island of San 
Lazzaro in the Venetian lagoon, 
one of the few places in the world 
sW practisstg It* ancient tradition 
of Armenian chant 

3.45 Thomas Hampson ad the Wig- 
more. The American baritone 
Thomas Hampson in a recital gjw- 
en earlier this month at the Wfc- 
more Hafl, London, to mark the 
centenary of composer Carl 
Loews. Loewe: Grass am Meeq 
Die Uberfahrt; Das Ftschermad- 
chen: liber alien Gipfebt: Der du 
Von der HunmeL tch Denke Detn. 
Schubert: An (fee Leier: Memnon- 
Der Zumenden Diana. Die Getter 
Gnechenfands. Schumann: Lieder 
und Gesange aus dem Lynschen 
inta mezzo. 

5.45 The Sunday Feature: Walter 
Leggp. Waiter Legge. the tauncter 
at the Pfhfharmoma. was areal 


the last greet in giBs a rios , whose 
fomudable authority helped shape 
postwar music. Natalie Wheen ex- 
plores the man with contempo- 
raries, colleagues and his widow. 
630 Chopin by Ananfpnent Re- 
arrangements of muse by Chapin, 
presented by Jaemy Nicholas. 
Chopin, oich Balakirev: Piano Con- 
certo No 1 in E minor. 

730 The Sunday Play: The 
Libertuw. Set In the Condon of 
1675, Stephen Jeffreys' drama 
centres or the touche figure of 
John WHmot, Earl of Rochester. A 
poet, wif and Restoration hero, he 
was reguiarty banished from the 
court ot Charles II for excesses of 
every kind. See Choice, left 
9.10 Choir Works. Francois Couperin; 
Messe SotameUe a lUsage des 
Paroisses. The season of music for 
the Mass continues with a perfor- 
mance from the Chapel Royal in 
the Palace of Versailles. 

11.15 Closer to the Gods. Janet 
Topp-Fargton explores Ihe African 
muse of possession and trance, 
including the Gfoama spirit dance 
tram eastern Kenya, Sufi cere- 
monies from northern Morocco, 
and the caflmg-down of the spirits 
in the Btekate cuR among the Anto 
people of Ghana. (1)2). 

11.45 Record Renew. 

1 .GO Through the Night 
530-630ara Sequence. 


Radio 4 

BZ.M4JMzFfelSattl» 

630am News. 

6.10 Something Undastood. 

7.00 News. 

730 Sunday fbpas. 

7.15 On Yow Farm. 

740 Sunday 

830 The weeks Good Cause. 

9.00 News. 

9.10 Sunday Papers. 

9.15 Letter from America. 

930 Morning Servkai 

10.15 The Archers. Omnibus edition. 

11.15 (UM Test Match Special. 
Commentary on the fourth day of 
the Second Test, with Peter Baxter; 
Henry BtofeJd and Simon Mann. 

11.15 CFM) Proud Whiter. Drama 
telling the story of the man who 
slngfe-hBndedty relaid the founda- 
tions of Winchester CathedraL 

11.45 (FM) Fbreipi Correspondence. 
Red Harrison describes life In Syd- 
ney as a foreifyi correspondent. 

12.15 (FM) Desert Wand Discs. 

With author Martin Arms. 

1235 Weather. 

1.00 The World This Weetend. 

1.10 (UN) Test Match Special. 

2 35 Shipping forecast 

2.00 (UW) Test Match Special. 

2X0 (FM) Gardeners' Question Tlrne. 
230 Classic Serial: A/rce In mntiar- 

fond. By Lewis Carroll- Alice finds 
her way into a magical garden. 
( 2 / 2 ). 


Satellite and Cable 


THE INDEPENDENT 


Folding Wheelbarrow 


Thai trendy fokfmg wheelbarrow is strong yet 
bghtwreight and extremely easy to manoeuvre. It 
folds fiat so rhal if can be hung out of toe way 
when not m use. making it ideal lor anyone short 
of storage space. 

The wheelbarrow frame is made from tubular steel which is 
kghf yet very strong and rust resistant The carrying pan is maefti 
1mm tough, durable woven polypropylene that will not easily tear, 
is easy to clean and will not be damaged by damp or messy 
loads, ideal for clearing leaves, collecting weeds and other 
general garden tasks, if measures 115 x 53 x 6cm when folded 
flai and weighs just 2.3kg. It will carry loads up to 
45fcg (lOOibi and has a handy from pocket for storing your 
gloves, twine or tods. 

Stated flat packed, tore folding { 

wheelbarrow is easy to pul J NM^wreribrnwi#, 

together and « ; an absolute 

bargain at only £24 95 inc p&p i debit my Accnaflfaa account 



sen 

6.00am Hour ot Power (48610). 

7.00 My Little pony (86358751 
735 Dynamo Duck (6918900). 
730 Deify and His friends 
(69504). 8.00 Orson and Olivia 
(36691). 830 Free Willy (35962J. 

9.00 The Best of GeraWo (71436). 

10.00 Young Indiana Jones Chroni- 
cles (65788). ZZ.00 Parker Lewis 
Can't Lose (97726). 1130 Real 
TV (98455). 12.00 WWF: Supers- 
tars <861841. 1.00 Star Trek 
(625041 2.00 Mysterious island 
(33691). 3.00 The New Adven- 
tures of Superman (92271). 4.00 
Kung Fu (88078). 5.00 Great Es- 
capes (7523). 530 Moppets 
Tonight! (3436). 6.00 The Simp- 
sons (48791 630 The Simpsons 
(7829). 7.00 Beverty HiHs 90210 
(23639). 8-00 The New Adven- 
tures of Superman (36977). 9.00 
The X Files Reopened (12523). 
10.00 Miflenium (15610). 11.00 
Manhunter (6 6417). 12.00 60 
Minutes <31382). 1.00 Civil Wars 
(67382). 2.00-6-QDam Hit MU 
Long Play (95653). 


feces one of his most dangerous as- 
signments when he tangles with 
ruthless bullion smuggler GokJfmger 
and hjs deadly mute sidekick Odd- 
job. TongwMn-cheek adventure, 
with Sean Conrtery, Gert Probe and 
Honor Blackman (94529788). 

8.00 Hercules and the Amazon 
Women (1994). The mighty mythi- 
cal hero sets out with hJs Wand to 
rescue the residents of a small vil- 
lage from a gang ot Amazonian 
women. Adventure, starring Kevin 
SortM, Anthony Quinn and Michael 
Hurst (21271). 10.00 Judge Dredd 
(1995). Sel-fi thriller starring 
Sylvester Stallone, Armand Assante, 
Max von Sydow and Diane Lane 
(853523). 11.40 The Movie Show 
(644436). 12.10 Romeo Is Bleed- 
ing (1993) U 8701 1). 1.55 Love 
in the Strangest Way (1993) 
(8502761 3.40-5.1 Oam New 
Eden (1994) (86212363). 
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5ST2 

7.00pm Xer»: Warrior Princess 
11822726). 8.00 Metrose Place 
(1802962). 10-00 Pottergeist: The 
Legacy (1821097). 1UW SenWd 
(2139287). 1130 Who DO fell 
Do? (S982349). 12.00 FHm: 
Movers and Shaken 11985) 
(2648566). 2,00-6.00am Hit Mix 
Long Play (8645030). 


arwmES 

6.00am Dreamer (1979) (37252). 
8.00 The Neptune Factor (1973) 
(57271). 10.00 Freetali: Flight 
2 74 119931 (494687261 1135 
Octopussy (1983) (64031748). 
2.05 Other Women's Children 
(2993) (969146). 4.00 Thunder- ■ 
bail (1965) (2906855®. 6.10 
Gofdfinger < 1964). Jamas Bond 


tf&HECHMQEL - 

6.00am Ttntln: The Seven Crystal 
Balts and Prisoners of the Sun 
(1987) ( 440241 7). 740 The Care 
Bears Movie It: A New Generation 
(1986) (1 125900). BAO SherfOCfc 
Undercover Dog (1994) 

(185055®. 9.55 The Man with 
the Golden Gun (1974) 
(85496639). 12.00 Johnny's Giri 
(1995) (45436). 2.00 The Spy 
Who Loved Me (1977) (357S4). 
4.00 Rookie of the Year (2993) 

(95 04). 6.00 As Good as Dead 
(1995). Two women swap identi- 
ties to allow one to use the other's 
medical insurance - tut when 
ewrtis taka a tragic turn, toe re- 
maining fnend begins to realise 
there may be more to the situation 
than meets (he eye. Thriller starring 
Trad Lords. Judge Reinhoid and 
Crystal Bernard (243S8). 8.00 Cir- 
cle of Friends U995). A naive 
young wonan leaves her snail vil- 
lage home to attend university in 




Channel 4 


ITV/Regions 


. 6,i5B«zi(i?;(s;(4605;a4;. 

7.10The HOI BWe Goats (7?) (796 1 146). 

735 after Wee from Mais (1676523). 

&QO ttangUme (S) (7854542). 

8.25 The Adventures of Hypemwt (7937829). 

8.55 ImiektofS (SO (9976271). 

9.15 Saved by the Befl (R) (928829). * 

9.45 CaSfemto Dreams (847900). 

10.15 Happy Day s.(R) (8493320). 

10 AO fioByoaks Ommbus (S) (6268542). * 

11 j40lireWaltow(RJ (3824097).* 

12.40 God In Ibe House. . Raving Christians (91 833681 
1.05 Show Business (5473233). 

2.10 Sflent Love. German shot (64667436). 

2 JlD HUB The Robe (Henry tester 1953 US). Roman 
aMirion Richard Burtoc annoys Caligula by 
converting to toe new-fangled Christian faith. Jean 
Summons Js the reason why (61355542). * 
5.05BJi*fosete Omnfcus (5J (4694436). * 

630 TWd FafRtwys. Rory aremnw celebrates his 50to 
showfor Channel 4 wfth histwo “cftarKtos'’, 
vfeatherman Ian McCaskill arid Des Lynam (894). 
7 DO Women at Ptay: A Lady's Guide to Casinos. See 
Preview, p24 (S) (7981). * 

730 Just Dandrjg Around? Mark James profiles 
choreographer Trisha Brown, h»oineciftoe 
Sixties avant-garde scene. See Preview, p24 
(S) (62707). * 

830 BBB Ride the High Country (Sam Peckinpah 
1962 US). Sam Peckinpah's second film is a 
beautifully photographed western stamrg 
Randolph Scott as a lawman-tumed-drcus 
sharpshooter who agrees to help transport gold 
bullion to a bank, but plans to steal It en route. 
JoelM cCraa co-stars (76573962). * 

10.15 OBa The BaBad of little Jo (Maarie Greenwald 
1993 US). Interesting and unusual film starring 
SuzyAmisas an 1860s New York socialite thrown 
out of ho* father's house after bearing an 
iHegjti mate child and being forced to start a new . 
life in the Wild West - as a man (2441 7788). * 

12-30(29 The Oklahoma Kid (Lloyd Bacon 1939 US). 
James Cagney mates an unlikely ; cowboy as he 
sete oirt to am^ himsetf on Humphrey Bogart 
for his father's death (38943). 

2.00 BMp The Public Enemy (William A Wellman 
1931 US). Classic ganger thriller fives up to its 
reputation. You can see why it put James Cagney 
on the map as the bootlegger ot his way to the 

. top, tv way of smashing a grapefruit to Mae 
Clarke's face. Edward Wtoods, Jean Harfow and 
Joan Blonde!! co-star (26382). 

330 The RiconS Saga. 4/4. Last in the series about toe 
Ricordi family. Verdi is dead and Puccinr is hying 
• to finish Turandot (78721). To 5.00am, 


^ wai» 

asssasssagsag 

UK KM^OLmI (93587430. 4.15 GMtnqe: The 
Secret FBa (5470971 445 Big BllWy OwrtUjMfo 
Dtsaster (S069CXU L40era 
{ 2737540 L 240am Bustefl On the Box (554 tWk 
a^ftavv&tewsisajoaaaziSAOm^vft- 
anfeafttw Lott Kin0Jom (39)68)8)- 5^»*30«nWlt 
MeAvayl993m 


SSSvi 3 North vtorid 
of wtander (31B9542J. Kvta: Goals on Sunday 
■ S)S»42l U0oSoSltonainretW7J9M01 WO 
ITt I Try Tcm Christmas CJ742S35l_2J5 Mastes 
of Hution (98148731 !L55 

(29425078). 5i5 Cartoon Time (S®641 73. J-40W1 

fWm Gteja) IB4D132SSX Fira Race far 

Ycnr Lite, Omrita Brown (9G927691. 


CSOML 

Ax Umton excepb 1230pm Central Newsweek 
(S189S42). UO Mastere of ttjmon 0)5/788). 2^0 
Trie OanWl Match - Urol (S68478SW. 43S-530pin 
Rhn: The Stoepos (4782944}). 


HIT 

As London aBepb 124Sp«« Waft ft's a Ctvfe:- 

m» (8/837863. Wales: Wasen (8283786). LAO 
WWefe rant: Pete’s Dragon (48)07455). 2j00 West 
Tte^X^-Lnre^S2S«5). 

■ tats <* fflustai (9)69097). 4JB West WJKJWj 
tier (64605581 450 Wales: TeUyphorJr (24839m 
4JS5 Wbst.- MattHS0HBii90n(9))7523). lAOun kt- 
. stint Replay 1996 (273754Q). 2.40*m MrtB m fee 
Bot 0541194). 33Q»m Ba dny (ffi /Ogg).. 
3>Wam ram: Wbaith offoe lost Klnplom (392 (58)8). 
5-00-530*0 Not Fade Awsy (99382) 


kmmh 

As London ssopk 1230p«n Cartoon Tone (3730504J. 
UOHteReBttfl*nBlS94227U 240 Cartoon Ttoe 
(25288941 i4S rare Mas Dragpn (6/345) 620 
Crass (tools Cttnptattcns (8933097) IMm tn start 
Replay 1996 (2737540) 2A Own BuMh » I hetoi 
(S54H94Z 3.10m fiawy Bustnass (K2fl3382iL 
3AOmranfcWbaKbotlheLostKinBSoin(39/68J8). 
5M4L30m Not fbda Away (99382) 


VESlCOHffRV 

As London enpb 12J0pin wwaoun&y Update 
(9/89542L UOFoob/s Tail: The Matai^of 101 Dal- 
mte»»0O7l96)ai UOMsstes ot Busfoi (46734/ 71 
230 OaMenqe The Snoot Files (75097) 330 Rht 
part Dra®* 005097). L40m instant Repfay 1996 
(27375401 240em Boshed an the Bn (5541194L 
aJUtenRnwBtninw (82/(30382). a^OmraraWti- 
aids at foe Loot KffBOam (392 6828). 5.004x30am Nc* 
MB Avray (99382). 


MC 

. As C4 cceptr ULAOpm Mind a Rmmd (95325421 
L30 Slot Meflhrin (465421 2JK y RnyOdyn 

(13813) 3J00 CDptngwWi Christmas (5900L 330 rar- 
ty of Five (9148904) 435 Brookaide (7136523). 530 
News(49O8L3]L60OAn(urRMrWavaMa1yn(23329L 
730 PkM y Cwm (33te 730 Deehrau Canu, Dedhrau 
CamncS (3381 (LOO Undo (57427/1 83S Y Pa*msm 
Aur (714962) 955Ne*s 1724504). 10JOS FtoShap- 
(Z246/OL 1145- 130am Ftoc The WortcTS 0U- 
est living Bridesmtid (6583561. 


3J0 RdtoftheYeac 

435 Talas from the Organ Loft. Jere- 
my Sixnmerfy presents an in- 
deptft ira^ht into toe world of the 
church O^nisL 

5.00 Something to Wits Home 
About Comedy duo Seal Foley 
and HamJsh McCall take their 
vaudevDte show Stop Calling Me 
Vbmon to India, stopping to sam- 
pfo the defats of Boxwood along 
the way 

530 Ftetry Please; 

530 Shipping Forecast 

535 Weather. 

6jD0 Six DCtock News. 

6.15 United States of Ar^er. Gavin 
Ester examines why so many 
Americans are apathetic about 
politics. 

630 Whispering Among the Leaves. 
Evocative recordings af-woodland 
sounds, from rustling leaves to res- 
onant tree trunks. 

730 A Good Road. Sarah Durant in- 
vites satirists John BW and John 
Fortune to discuss thalr three 
favourite paperbacks. 

8.00 Gardening Under the Raj. Sue . 
Phanps examines how Brfilsh hor- 
tJcuftaafists attempted to trans- 
form the Indian landsc^e. 

830 Making History Christopher M- 
dw contfouas his- fotimsta look 
at the work of historians. 

930 Gtory Days. 

930 Sbktiy TT An tendative profile 


c# Terry-Thomas by Michael ■ 
Pointon. 

10.00 News. 

10.15 MetHctoB Now. 

1045 Breakaway 

11.15 Ode to Httrereum. An look at 
how the madfom of raefio cortfofe- 
menteand Irspires poetry. WHh 

- cortiributlons from BranOan Ker>- 
ndty, OBan Oarite, Robert praw- 
ford, Kathleen Jamie and Keo 
anith. 

11.45 Seeds cf Fafih. MflcToid em- 
barks on a pitofmaga to Ephesus 
in weston Turiey, meeting pil- 
grims from across the world as 
they 

travel In the footsteps of St Paul. 

1230 News. 

1230 Befis on Sunday Rom Or- 
leans, Massachusetts. 

1230 The Late Story: Rumpofo and 
the VWotw Tw3tikey. By John 
Mortfmen 

1248 Shipping Forecast 

1.00530am As World Service. 


Serious 835 The Irish In Britan 9.00 
Oaliyn Wbrfowide 1035 Acid Test 
1035 Out This Week 11-00 Night 
Extra 1135 SpwtsAmerica 1235 
Night Moves 235 Up AS Nlgrt 535- 
630am Entertainment ‘96 


Classic FM 
noao-ioiswrw . 

630am Sarah Lucas 9.00 New Year 
Classic Romance 1230 Celebrity 
Choice 1.00 Alan Mann's Packed 
Lunch 3.00 Adiemuss Songs <* Sanc- 
tuary 430 Best of Classic Discoveries 
1996 6.00 A Question of Classics 

7.00 Countdown Top loot 1996 

8.00 World Opera 1030 Howard's 
Week 12.00 Andre Leon 430- 
630am Mark Griffiths. 


Virgin Radio 
Q215l il97-1280W;HW lOSJMtzfH 
6.00am Jangy Lee Grace 1030 Gra- 
ham Der» 230 Bobby Hain 630 
Lynn Parsons 1030 Gary Davies 
2304530am Howard Pearce 


Radio 5 

BaSSMtlft 

6.05am Hold the From Page Christ- 
mas Special 630 Breakfast 9.05 
Sunday wfth Mair 1135 Frostbite 
and RxXWcfs 1235 The Big Byte 
1235 Crime Desk 1.05 Gary Linek- 
er's Sunday Sport 635 Sportscafi 
7.00 News Extra 735 You Cannot Be 


World Service 

RSOfeW 

130am Newsdesk 130 Short Story 
1.45 On the Move 230 Newsday 
230 Anything Goes 3.00 News 3.15 
Sprats Roundup 330 Heriags 430 
Newsdesk 430 OH the Sheff-. Wsb 
Central 4*5 Country Style 5.00 
Newsday 530-630etn Composer of 
the Month 


1950s Dublin, where her eyes am 
opened to city Me by an old trend. 
Heart-warming romantic drama 
starring Chris O'Donnell, Minnie 
Driver and Cofin Firth <298131. 
10.00 Le Cetane! Chabert (1994). 
An officer returns home from the 
Napoleonic was after being report- 
ed missing in action - only to find 
his wife using his fortune to ad- 
vance the career of her second hus- 
band. French drama, starring Girard 
Depardieu, Fanny Ardent are! 
Claude Rich (147829). 11-55 
There Goes My Bafv (1994). Com- 
edy drama set in 1965, following a 
group of soon-to-graduate college 
students as thay prepare for fife hi 
the big, bad world. Starring Dermal 
Mulroney. Rick Sdvtxfec Kefli 
Williams znA Noah Wyte 


(979320). 135 Hollywood Madam 
(19942 (1930S6&. 3.05 A Dan- 


09941 (1930566). 3.05 A Dan- 
gerous Affair (1994) (284450). 
4.40-5 35am Sherlock: Undercover 
Dog (1994) (44053295) 


OK GOLD 

7.00am Racord Breakers 
(1567078). 730 Blue Peter 
(15798131 830 Animal Magic 
(4225165). 830 Jackanory 
(2013707). 8A5 Chigley 
(2001962). 9.00 Survivors 
(9580813). 10.00 Dr Who 
(3082417). 1.20 Films Cany on 
Gris (2973) (68122146). 330 
The Bill Omnibus (61298287). 
530 Going Straight (2902875). 

6.00 Bullseye (8720455). 630 
What a Carry On! (8 711707). 

7.00 Dick Emery P 473610). 730 
After the Show (8700691). 830 
FHm: Madame Sousatzka (1938) 
(55340349). 10.15 Boys from the 
Bteckstuff (919102871 11.25 
Spitting Image (5800691). 12-00 
Carrott Confidential (2434585). 
12-40 Fam; Find the Lady (1976) 
(346553821. 235-7-OOan) Shop- 
ping at Night (15796276). 


Wbrid Championship - Live 
(42877184). 530 World Sport 
Special (41638368). 530 Drag 
Racing (83311504). 6.00 Water- 
sports (43167417). 7.00 Darts: 
WDC World Championship - Live 
(40157233). 1130-1230mkf- 
night Wbrid Sport Special 
(94866417). 


snr HOWES GOLD 

11.00am The Yearling (1946) 
(91281233). 1.10 The Great San- 
tint (1979) (93471875). 3.05 The 
Man Who Knew too Much (1956) 
(58527146). 5.05 Patton (1970) 
(61143542). 830 Cousins 
(1989). Ted Denson and Isabella 
Rosseffini pfay cousins struggling 
against their own powerful mutual 
attraction white their respective 
spouses are having an effete Sean 
Young. Uoyd Bridges and WHfiam 
Petersen co-star in this remake of 
the French romantic drama 
(356336®. 10.00 NtaJ (1988). 
Steven Seagal stars as a tough cop 
with martial arts skills who uncov- 
ers a conspiracy involving the CIA, 
a drugs ring and government cor- 
ruption. With Ram Grier and Sharon 
Stone (9944558). 11.45 Betrayed 
.11988). Thriller starring Debra 

Winger, Tom Beengerand Betsy 
Blair (38741691). 135 JuBa 
(1977) (3502943). 330 A Day's 
Pleasure (1919) (867370921. 
4.15-5.50am Golden Earrings 
(1947) (7827905). 


stfsuxnsi 

730am Wbrid Sport Special 
(26813). 730 Cricket Zimbabwe 
Vs England - Second Test - Live 
(2631981). 3.00 Footbafc 
Southampton Vs Lhwpool - Live 
(6175078). 630 Basketball: Man- 
chester Giants Vs Derby Storm 
(595829J. 9.00 Cricket (2568/3). 
1130 Football Special (2440781 
2.00*430am Basketed 
(958092). 


EURQSPOKT 

730am Eurofon (22748). 8.00 
Alpine Skiing (398/3). 830 Alpine 
Skiing (74320). 930 Offroad 
(99097). 2030 Alpine Skiing 
(6394829). 11:45 Alpine Skiing 
(4/59504). 1.00 Teraits f9/639J. 
3.00 Alpine Skiing (30455). 4-00 
Skklumping (79558). 530 AD 
Sports (76252). 630 Olympic 
Games (5823). 7.00 Figure Skat- 
ing (72207). 9.00 All Sports 
(15146). 930 Olympic Games 
(57707). 1030 Formula One 
(46504). 1230-2230301 Ski- 
Jumping (85436). 


ar SPORTS 2 

7.00am Soccer Extra (2308436). 
11.00 Goafs on Sunday 
(2458726), 1230 American Foot- 
ball-. Wildcard Pfay Off (7740356). 
330 ice Hockey (7367726). 530 
Trans World Sport (9173349). 

6 30 Football League Review 
(99221651 730 Angling Masters 
(2608875). 830 Football Special 
(80927071. 11.00 Olympics: 
Sprinters (2*39691). 1230- 
LOQam Cricket; Sporting Classics 
-Wfest Indies Vs England 1994 
(6812740). 


SW SPORTS 3 

12.00mm Football League Review 
(43161233). 1.00 Darts: WDC 


6.00am Revelations 630 Looking 
tor Love 730 Spanish Archer 730 
Mind and Body 8.00 Why Files 
830 Video Box 9.00 Psychic Pets 
930 Fashion 10.00 Revelations 
10.30 Looking for Love 1130 
Campus Capers 1130 Spanish 

Archer 12,00 Revelations 1230 
Why Files 130 Looking for Love 
130 Psychic Pets 2.00 Fashion 
230 Mind and Body 330 Canary 
Wharf Omnibus 430 Campus Ca- 
pers 5.00 Revelations 530 Look- 
tog for lore 6.00 Fashion 630 
Sunday Sport Uve 7.00 Spanish 
Archer 730 Revelations 830 Psy- 
chic Pets 830 Why fifes 9.00 

Seventies Pop Show 930 Looking 
for Low 10.03 Sunday Sport Uve 
1030 Stand-Up Uve Special: Jim 
Bowen Presents Oh Cod! 1130 
Edenquast with Sandra Taylor 
1230 Kiss TV: Kiss Lifestyle 130 
Home Shopping 230 Stand-Up 
u« Special: Mike Reid 330 Eden- 
quest with Pamela Anderson 330- 
6.00am Night-Time Programmes 
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Serena Mackesy 

In my week 


There is a 
little crunch 
as the 
cartilage 
gives way. I 
concentrate 
on not 
grinding my 
teeth as he 
fits the 
earring. Then 
another 
crunch and a 
quick flash of 
blinding pain 


says the girl 
id the desk, 
“We only let people 
have two done at a time up 
there. There’s a lot going on 
at that point and you might 
find it gets a bit heavy if you 
have more.” She has gothic- 
black hair and a little hoop 
runs through her right nostriL 
She looks me herd in the eye 
and doesn't crack a smile. I 
think maybe she thinks Pm 
going to chicken. 

1 look back. “That’s a 
shame. I really wanted three,” 
I say. lake the clipboard and 
start filling in the form. It’s one 
of those basic ones where you 
sign away blame in case of sep- 
ticaemia and promise 
you're not prone to 
eczema, heart trouble, 
fainting and half a 
dozen other medical 
inconveniences. She 
turns away and 
addresses the woman 
beside me. “D’you 
want the stuff for 
keeping it clean?” she 
asks. The woman 
nods. George Michael 
is singing “Jesus to a 
Child” over the sound 
system. Lyrics like 
“Kindness in your 
eyes” don’t really seem . 
very appropriate here. 

Girl dips beneath 
the desk, produces a 
bottle of antiseptic 
mouthwash. “You 
have to use this every 
time you eat, or drink, or 
smoke, and when you’ve been 
asleep,” she says. “And no 
kissing or any other oral con- 
tact for at least six weeks.” 
Woman nods, puts it in her 
coat pocket, leaves. She hasn't 
said a word. 

Metal Morphosis is a body 
piercing shop in Soho. Any bit 
of your body, they’ll stick a 
needle through and attach a 
surgical stainless steel ring to 
it Sitting in the waiting room 
studying their price list, I feel 
like a bit of a weedy girlie. 
There, in ever-sofactual blade 
and white, are all the places 
people commonly choose for 
spiking; nostril £35; septum 
£30; eyebrow £25; labret £35; 
)Ie £25, both £40; navel 
j; tongue £35. Then it gets 
weirder; bits of the body I’ve 
never heard of start popping 


up; madison; earl; nuchae. 
There’s a half-page of things 
you could get done to your 
genitals. Involuntarily, I cross 
my legs. All 1 want is a couple 
of holes in the upper bit of my 
left ear. What a wuss. 

It’s early lunchtime; a small 
rush starts as I wait. A couple 
of people precede me and 
emerge with no visible signs of 
alteration. I peek at them 
from the corner of my eye. 
They don’t seem to be having 
difficulty walking, either. The 
man who does the work 
appears at the mouth of the 
passage. He’s huge; he looms 
over the room, a block of 
muscle in a white coat “Have 



you,” he says to girl behind 
counter, “got a five mil bail 
that's drilled all the way 
through?” “’Dunno,” she 
replies, “FU have a look.” 

A trio of Australians want 
their noses done. Their friend, 
who already has hers, consults 
with reception lady. “Thing is, 
I think they put one in with a 
specially long wire or some- 
thing. I can’t get it out” “He 
can take it out for you.” “Oh. 
I was hoping someone might 
be able to show me how to do 
it myself" “Well, we can’t 
really show you. It’s one of 
those things you have to teach 
yourself howto do. But he can 
take it out for you if you want 
You’ll have to pay, though.” 

It’s my turn. I follow the 
giant into a white-riled, surgi- 
cal-looking room filled with 
bits of sterile-looking metal 


and a doctor’s couch. I start to 
tell him what I want, and he 
transfixes me with a glare. 
“Calm down,” he says. I had 
been under the impression 
that I was perfectly calm. It’s 
only a couple of needles 
through a cartilage, for god’s 
sake. I've had a greensrick 
fracture of the upper arm: I 
know what pain is. 

He gets out his iodine pen. 
Draws a couple of dots where 
I warn the holes. “Now,” he 
says, “rum your face to the wall 
and DON'T MOVE, right?” 
“Right,” I grunt meekly. This 
is rather different from pierc- 
ing last rime arourkL When I 
was 13, you pretty much had to 
go through a psych 
test to ensure that 
yon knew what you 
were doing, espe- 
cially when you 
wanted repeat 
holes. The man who 
did mine almost 
fainted when I 
asked for the 
fourth. It took some 
persuasion back 
then to get anyone 
to do it without an 
anaesthetic, -and 
you were loaded 
down with dire 
warnings about 
wearing anything 
other than gold for 
at least a year. 

“Keep stflL” he 
says, and punches a 
needle through my 
ear. There is a little crunch as 
the cartilage gives way. 1 con- 
centrate on not grinding my 
teeth as he fits the earring. 
Then another crunch and a 
quick flash of blinding red 
pain behind my eyelids. The 
ring seems very large as it 
pushes its way through. 

“Okay," he says, “D’you 
want to go and have a look?” 
I skip from the couch. Dance 
around in from of the mirror. 

1 have six earrings in my left 
ear. No-one’s ever going to 
call me a wimp again. I spit on 
your stud-gun. “Oh, wow," 
Fm going. “Thank you. Thank 
you. I’ve -ranted to have this 
done for ages. It’s sooo cool.” 
For a moment, he almost 
smiles. “Good,” he says, “how 
can you go and look at it in the 
mirror outside? There's loads 
of people waiting." 




, DAMIEN 1 WE \T. 

|H°VJ DlDfouTHIMK' ■ ■ 
of. SOCMAN AMKtlN^ v 
CoMCEPT? omTi;! 

■ NcqHlNA 


S>oN'T BE _ 

S» MoDEST 
VJHAT‘5 vt 
CALLED? 





Critical cheer? Bah, humbug! 


S cene : Scrooge-like critic 
sits hunched and snarling 
over computer, straining to 
produce a coherent thought on 
Christmas radio, occasLonalfy 
lashing out with hobnailed boot 
at offspring eager to show off 
new fairy outfit. Spectral figure 
appears beside him, moaning 
and clanking chains. 

Critic: Buzz off Can't you see 
Tm trying to get in touch with 
my muse? Slagging off radio 
programmes requires concen- 
tration. 

Spectral figure: Actually, 
that’s sort of why I’m here. I 
thought I could persuade you 
to say something nice about 
the radio. 

Critic - Nice? Nice? When the 
Today programme's Personal- 
ity of the Year poll is won by a 
man notorious for apparent 
absence of same and one of the 
runners-up is a woman whose 
sole claim to fame is that she 
once spent two minutes on 
the Today programme slagging 
off homosexuals? And when 
this non-fact becomes the main 
headline on the appallingly 
self-congratulatory and insular 
Today programme as well as 
the subject of lengthy analysis 
on PM? Nice, when Radio 2 
can devote an hour on Christ- 



mas Day to Gloria Hunniford 
wandering around Julio Igle- 
rias’s Polynesian- style Florida 
home saying thing like “Crikey, 
that’s an enormous sofa” and 
Julio replying “Yes, it's big 
enough to make love, Glo- 
ria”? Nice, when Mike Read 
can introduce a section from 
Monteverdi's Vespers of 1610 
on Classic FM with the line 
“Here's a word from Francis 
Drake” followed by a duck 
quacking? Anyway, what were 
you proposing? 

SF: Well, the usual son of 
thing - you know. Christmas 
past, Christmas present. 
Christmas future, you see 
error of ways, happy endings 
all round. 


Critic: Sounds unlikely. Can 
we skip Christmas past and just 
talk about Radio 2\ “Vintage 
Christmas” season of drama 
from the archives? To concede 
a point. 1 think most of that's 
been cracking stuff - espe- 
cially Gielgud and Richardson 
doing Holmes and Watson on 
Boxing Day. Mind you, I was 
less sure about the 30-minute 
condensed version of It's u 
Wonderful Life on Christmas 
Day, with James Stewart recre- 
ating his screen role - I'd 
rather just watch die film. Also. 
I have had as much as 1 can 
stomach of Christmas present. 
Can wc hit the future? 

He is transported through the air 
to a dank, untended grave in a 
lonely comer of a gmuyanL The 
name on the gravestone is 
", PUBLIC SERVICE BROAD- 
CASTING". 

Critic: You're not telling me 
they're going to sell off the 
BBC. are you? 

Spectral figure: Of course not 
- people would complain. 
They're just going to attenu- 
ate its budgets and dilute its 
distinctive products until it's 
utterly indistinguishable from 
commercial stations and 
becomes pointless. And the 


commercial stations don’t 
have to bother competing any- 
more. and they gel even 
w orse. Unless people like you 
defend the dear old BBC... 
Critic: Hmm. Well, l suppose 
I am rather enjoying the 
serialisation of 77a 1 Old Curias - 
ire Shop they’re doing on week- 
day mornings on Radio 4. 
They've tried to cut down on 
the sentimentality a bit, which 
is like trying to cut down on 
the tunes in Beethoven's Fifth, 
but Tom Courtenay is a rather 
excellent Quilp. the horrible 
dwarf who persecutes poor 
little Nell - it’s the sense he 
conveys that Quilp has 
absolutely no conscience, and 
this liberates him and armours 
him. And it's the sort of pro- 
ject that only the BBC could 
do. which is becoming increas- 
ingly rare as it suffers more 
and more pressure to keep rat- 
ings up and budgets down. I 
could say that. 

SF: That's more like it. 

And the critic wakes up m his 
bed at home, resolved to send 
a turkey to Tiny Tim Bannister 
at the BBC with a note to the 
effect that this is in mum for all 
the turkeys he's had from him. 
After all no sense kiting them 
think he’s getting soft. 


And the message is: get real 


Y ou could tell h was Christ- 
mas week from the sea- 
sonal behaviour of ITV 
The people’s channel takes this 
whole goodwill business so seri- 
ously that it annually throws in 
the towel. They alone have 
learned that there is as much 
pleasure in giving as receiving. 
Thisyear’s present to the oppo- 
sition involved stationing 
Anthea Turner on HMS 
Belfast A clearer metaphor it 
would be hard to come up with. 
We’re aD at sea. 

Elsewhere, while the church 
calendar celebrated the day 
God came down to earth, the 
television calendar did its best 
to bring the church down to 
earth. Rn - The Works (BBC2. 
Fri), Mark Lawson cleverly 
went to Boland in search of 
“The Secret life of the Rope” 
Lawson’s burning quest down 
the years has been to uncover 
the way in which writers’ lives 
inform their work. In the case 
of John Paul Q, he wanted to 
find out if the playwright pro- 
fessed far more radical beliefs 
than those preached by the 
illiberal pontiff. And the answer 
is: does Karel Wtojtyla have a 
balcony? 

Tvo of his Holiness's fic- 
tional colleagues celebrated the 
Nativity in the traditional 
manner, with an hourlong spe- 
cial. You wonder whether the 
spirit of generosity bad encour- 
aged The Vicar of Dibley 
(BBC1, Wed) and Ehther ltd 
(C4, Tues), a pair of comedies 



Jasper Rees 

the week on television 


about worldly priests with 
dunderheaded assistants, to go 
too far and invite each other to 
their Christmas script confer- 
ences. There was an almost 
supernatural symmetry of 
humour, including the twin gags 
about innocent children learn- 
ing to say “wank”, and the post- 
modern references to other 
television shows. “Who 
invented Christmas?” asked 
Dawn French’s Reverend 
Grainger. “Noel Edmonds," 
opined a carol singer. It's ail 
very well satirising Noel as seen 
on TV, but sitcom priests are 
pan of the problem. The war 
of Dibley imagined a perfect 
Christmas evening watching 
Jurassic Ptirk and Only Fools and 
Horses, which lo and behold - 
umpteen million viewers had 
just been tucking into on the 
same channel. And who’s that 
taking the lugubrious dimwit 
role? Roger Lloyd Rack, much 


as he did an hour earlier in Only 
Fools and Horses. Hither Ted's 
quotation from the schedules 
was a far more sophisticated 
dream sequence in which he 
had fallen in love with Bab 
fykissanget s Assumpta, the pla- 
tonic squeeze of another TV 
priest Wickedly funny. 

But thank "God (if He’s 
responsible) for the salutary 
dose of plain speaking in The 
Real Christmas Show (C4, 
Tues). Several revellers made 
a video of what happened in 
their households this time last 
year, and came back for 
tanked-up post-turkey analysis 
with Gaby Roslin, so much 
better at interviewing nonen- 
tities than celebrities. A bizarre 
exception to the show's realis- 
tic account of festive squabbles 
and drudgery was the Norfolk 
woman whose emotional 
investment in Christmas was so 
total that she yearned to dress 
her husband lip as Sania Claus 
so she could wake up with him 
in the same bed. Her dream - 
and your nightmare - would be 
to have Christmas all the year 
round. 

That was also Dickens's fan- 
tasy, which is why An Audience 
with Charles Dickens (BBC2, 
all week) was such a timely 
confection. The stories and 
passages - Nancy’s murder, 
Scrooge’s conversion etc - read 
by Simon Callow were the 
mass entertainment before 
television. AU Victorians could 
remember what they were 


doing when they learned that ■ 
Little Nell had died. ( Reading 
The Old Curiosity Shop). We 
Elizabethans know where we ! 
were when we heard Raquel ■ 
had left Curly. (Watching tele- i 
vision.) These were basically , 
radio shows in costume, with j 
pride of place granted to the 
matted pubic drape glued to ■ 
Callow's chin, but simply and 1 
delightfully done. 

No one featured in The Real 
Christmas Show seemed lo 
turn on the television at three 
o’clock. “It doesn’t really inter- 
est me," said one of Her 
Majesty’s subjects, “because , 
it's just an old woman talking : 
about nothing.” This year ITV ; 
produced The Queen (BBC1 \ 
and ITVC Wed), but as with 1 
World Cup Finals and elec- 1 
fions, viewers still turn ro Aun- : 
tie for those lapidary broad- 
casting moments. And if they 
didn’Cit was probably because • 
rhey were watching Rojy 
Bremner's Alternative Christ- 
mas Message (C4, Wed) with 
the Princess of Wales and even 
more reflexive jokes about tele- : 
vision. The script was far too ; 
detailed: mid-afternoon on 25 , 
December, when the nation is ; 
at its least intelligent, is no time 
for real wiL The Queen's broad ; 
brushstrokes were easier on : 
the ear after the stuffing most : 
of us had given ourselves. As 
for most of the seasonal fare, 
the guest from The Real Christ- 
mas Show didn’t miss much by . 
emigrating to Turkey. 
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General Situation and 5-Day Outlook: 

Pressure will remain high to the north of the coun- 
try and low to the south. A small low will move 
south across Scandinavia. 

Tbday, most of Scotland is going to be dry with' 
sunshine, patchy cloud and light winds. However, 
one or two light showers can be expected on the 
east coast and over the Northern Isles. Northern 
Ireland should stay dry with sunshine and patches 
of cloud, but also a cool easterly breeze. Much of 
England and Whies is going to be dry with some 
sunshine. There wfli, though, be a cold northeast 
wind, and also a few snow showers to the east. 

Cold northeast winds will affect most of the coun- 
try on Sunday while sleet or snow spreads into the 
east, but with rain for the coast. Stronger northeast 
winds will turn, it colder still on Monday, with some 
snow in the south and east Little change is 
expected through Tuesday and Wednesday as bit- 
terly cold northeast winds cover most of the coun- 
try. Many places are going to see some snow, but 
the worst is likely to be to the southeast, with the 
best weather in the far northwest. 
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WORLD WEATHER YESTERDAY, MIDDAY (GMT): c.ctoudy: tfaln %fagj tejnzy; 
nyinlsj r.rain; sasnew s^unnyi btfiunder ‘previous day's fi&ire at local time. 
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The Sky at Night 


Auriga, the Charioteer, is one of the conspicuoi^ronsteUa- 
tions Veil up in our skies in these winter 
est star. Capelin, has a distinctly yellowish hue. SmwC^Ua 
means “she-goat” in Uim, the little mange. 
nearby are familiarly known as “the tads ..The Mm^ why 
arches across the sky through Auriga and . 

constellations of Perseus and Gemini. A *JW5L- 
pan of the Milky Why with even a very modest pair or binoc- 
ulars will reveal a number of star dusters. Five “ 
just on or below the threshold of naked eye vjsMtywe 
wnnh looking for. The 18th century French comet-seeker. 


Charles Messier, listed them as numbers 54 to 38 in his 
famous catalogue of bright nebulae, star clusters and galax- 
ies. These so-called open dusters are typicaByseverai thou- 
sand lig ht years away. Each contains several hundred stars 
born at the same time, between 50 and 200 million years ago. 
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A A Road watch 


A406 Greater London. Between Heafys 
Center (AVA598) and Fbcfaky (A1000 
High Road), c a inagg w a y reduced to one 
tone between the A1 EsHodcn Vibv and 
Rocfaley High Read for major KBdwads 
- regular defays. Ml 'Mat Yarisfabe. J47 
Leeds (M621/A653 Habeck). long-term 
roadworks and tax dosaw with speed 
fmte down to3Qmph. Expect delays on tfae 
ML M621 and Dewsbury Road. M27 
H ampshir e. Between JS Sonthampma 
Eaa(A3CGAWindhwcr)af»dJ10Fai«iam 
(A32). Jong-ienn roadworks wiib a con- 
traflow. A470 Merthyr Tydfil Mxih cf Ccfa 
Dial, lanp traffic I fctUs on Brecon Road 
for major nodes. 4Qmpta on AA65 at Cfcfii 
Coed with temp fights tm Abenfcot Rd 

Out and about with AA Roadwatch 
call 0338 401 tar ttw latest local and na- 
tianaf tnffle news. Soutdr the Automobtfe 
Association. Cate chwged a 390 per mm 
(cheap rase) 49 p per min tel other ones) 
me Vat. 
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Television preview 

Recommended viewing this weekend 
by Gerard Gilbert 



The big picture 

White Hunter, Black Heart 
Sat 8.30pm C4 

If Clint Eastwood the monolithic 
actor rarely surprises - Eastwood 
the director is another kettle of fish 
a/together, tn his 1990 movie White 
Hunter. Block Heart, Eastwood got 
Inside the skin of a movie director 
that he obviously has a lot of 
understanding of and sympathy 
with - John Huston. This Is a lightly 
fictionalised account of what 
happened when Huston (here called 
John Wilson) went to Africa to 
make The African Queen and got 
waylaid hunting elephants. 


I think they've found a way of getting to dint East- 
wood. You don't send a posse of horse-riding, 
baccy-chewing desperados after him - or some 
crazed psycho street punk. No, you sit him down in 
the midst of as audience of his Hollyw ood peers and 
you get them to say nice things about him. Qini East- 
wood’s Achilles heel is hu embarrassment, and 
you've never seen someone squirm like our man in 
the AFI Clint Eastwood Tribute (Sat C4). part of 
tonight's Clint Nigfu on Channel Four. 

As far as ibeme nights go, C&tt Night is a bit thin 
- consisting of the above programme (a bit cheesy, 
but they include ail the great dtps), 3 rather silly 
sounding debate about who was the greatest - Clint 
or John Vfayne- an episode of Rawhide (which Chan- 
nel 4 shows on Sunday mornings, anyway) and a 
couple of his movies. There doesn’t seem to be any 
peg for it except that BBC2 is having a theme evening 
tonight - its excuse being the 40th anniversary of the 
BBCs Natural Histoiy unit. 

The centrepiece of this affair is a programme called 
The- Restless Ifcar (Sat BBC2), in which the four 


seasons in the Cotswotds countryside are captured 

using time-lapse photography. My personal highlight 

was the sight of a. marrow growing at this .Exagger- 
ated speed, but cm the whole the result is strangely 
duIL 'I think we’re all too used to this time-lapse 
business. 

Also abit of a disappointment is the BfiCs canny 
combining of cosrume and detective dnuna&ia a two- 
part adaptation of Wilkie. Collins's The Moonstone 
(Sun BBGZ). Maybe the problem is with Collins’s 
source book, whit* I haven tread but of which ) have 
heard many excellent thin gs- On this evidence, the 
dramatisation is very much sub-Conan Doyle. 

The moonstone of the title is a large diamond 
stolen by a British army officer from a Hindu tem- 
ple. The priests of this sacred building are very keen 
to get it back - and indeed turn up disguised as trav- 
elling jugglers on said army officers descendants 1 
Yorkshire doorstep with that very intention. But did 
they steal it from heiress Keeley Hawes's dressing- 
table drawer? Enter Antony Sher hamming it up 
rotten as the detective on the case; They ought to give 


^Afdstwcjod Tribute Sat 7.10pm C4 . - 

TfeRestless .Year Sat 8. 55pm BBC2 
ife^^,afrv7pm ; C4 
DahcirigfAroynd? Sun 7-.30pm C4 
Ttai Moonstone Sun 9pm BBC2 

Richard Wilson Way Out West Sun 9pm BBC1 • 

him a series. Only, just as long as they dcraVgjve 
Richard Wilson a series to make further films in the 
likeness of Way Out West (Sun BBC1), in whit* the. 
Star of One Foot in the Grove is sent along to a work- 
mg cattle ranch in Wyoming, USA to see if they ran’* 
make a cowboy out of him. They can’t. 

Women at Ptay (Sun C*) exchanges its usual Thurs- 
day night slot for a Sunday one and takes a took at 
the women involved in the casino ga m ing business — 
as punters and as croupiers - and then farther up the . 
hierachy. Apparently, moire and more women are tak- 
ing to gambling at roulette and blackjack — attracted 
by the rightly regulated {and therefore uo threaten- " 
ing) world offered by .casinos. 

Just Dancing Around? (Sun C4), Channel 4’s short 
series in which film-makers spy on the creative' 
processes of a leading international choreographer, 
has director Mark James on former avant-garde 
“doyenne" (iff she’s over 60) Trisha Brown. James’s 
film finds Brown embarking on a new piece entitled 
MO, a typically fluid and inventive creation ret to 

Bail's Musical Offering. 



The big match 

Southampton v Liverpool 
Sun 3pm. Sky Sports 1 

mi not entirely 

SiWja-Ssf 

longway ftomlhe traumatic 

Graeme Spuness tried major i 

mat hallowed insWuhoru 

boot room. Souness at toe Den is 

another matter - someoned 

needed in the managers 

also need Matthew Le Ussier -^atieast 

if the Saints* recent poor run without 

their striker is anything to ga W • 


Saturday 




BBC1 


BBC 2 


ITV/London 


Channel 4 


7.05 The Pink Panther (R) (1829393). 725 News and 
Weather (544 7645J. 

730 Children's BBC: Iznogoud. 7.40 Speed Racer. * 

8.05 The Real Adventures of Janny Quest *8.30 
The New Adventures rf Superman *9.15 Almost 
Uve, Definitely Kicking 

10.50 Oannii Mnogue's Circus of the World (S) 

(5947664). 11.40 Tne World’s Strongest Man (S) 
(2863515). *12.12 Weather (9822747). 

12.15 Grandstand. 1220 Football Focus. 1.00 News, 

1 .05 Racing from Newbury. 1 25 Athletics: 
Coverage Of The County Durham International 
Cross-Country. 1.40 Racing from Newbury. 1.55 
Athletics. 2.15 Racing from Newbury. 2.30 
Women’s Skiing: Slalom highlights from 
Semmering, Austria. 2.40 Racing from Newbury. 

3.00 Women's Skiing. 3.1 5 Motor Sport Review 
of the British louring Car Championship. 3.55 
Football Half-times. 4.00 Athletics 4.40 Final 
Score (S) (45539190). 

5.20 News and Sport (6656935). * 530 Regional 
News and Weather (258867). 535 Tom and Jerry 
(760664). 

5.45 The Simpsons. Marge auditions for a part in an 
amateur dramatics musical. Bliss (S) (967480). * 

6.10 Gotcha HaD of Fame. Noel Edmonds plays 
practical jokes on Ufrika Jonsson, Wayne Sleep, 
Judith Chalmers and various other minor 
celebrities. Have a nap or something (330799). 

7.00 Usury Henry Gets Wild. Lenny Henry does some 
comedy routines and meets Boyzone in Dublin and 
racing driver Nigel Mansell in Exeter (5) (516577). 

7J5Q The National lottery Live. Cuddly DateWinton 
returns as host, joined by pop group Right Said 
Fred. Rem ember them? (S) (232747). * 

8.05 Casualty. A sex offender's release from prison stirs 
up a community, while Gloria makes a shocking 
discovery about Richard (5) (28591 6). * 

835 News and Sport (Followed by Weather) (983916). 

9.14 National Lottery Update (86886 7). 

9.15 BOB Death TYain (David S Jackson 1993 UKOoJ. 
Anglo-Croaban co-production, which means that 
all the extras were very; very cheap, and starring a 
pre-Bond Pierce Brosnan as a mercenary hired by a 
Russian general to transport a nuclear device 
across Europe and deliver it to Saddam Hussein. 
Christopher Lee and Baywatch's Alexandra Paul 
help out (S) (82234206). * 

10.50 Match of the Day. Newcastle United v Tottenham 
Hotspur is the main event (S) (7274428). * 

12.05 They Think IfsAfl Over. As shown over Christmas 
(R) (5) (2806523). * 

1235 Top of the ftps. Review of 1 996 repeated from 
Christmas Day ft?) (5) (5662287). * 

1 AO BBS The fparess File (Sidney J Ftirie 1965 UK). 
Modishty flashy but still enjoyable spy shenanigans 
with Michael Caine reprisinghis Harry Palmer role, 
ably supported by droll Gordon Jackson and Nigel 
Green in his hunt for a missing scientist (34841 7). 

335 Weather (41821962). To 3. 30am. 


635 In Search of Genghis Khan (508 1 393). 

7.45 BBS Song of Norway (Andrew L Stone 1970 US). 
Insipidly pretty btopic of the Norwegian composer 
Edvard Grieg, throwing togeth e r Toratv Maurstad, 
Harry Secombe, Robert Moriey, Edward G 
Robin son on one film set (18924799). 

10.05 DQ9 lb Beor Net to Be (Ernst Lubrtsch 1942 
US). A group of Polish actors, led by Jade Benny 
and Carole Lombard (in her last movie - she was 
killed in a plane crash two weeks after completion), 
outwit the Nazis in this agreeable wartime 
propaganda comedy (491 7391 6). 

11 .40 The Royal Institution Christmas Lectures. Five 
new lectures, and the theme this year is fossils and 
evolution. In the first lecture, Professor Simon 
Conway Morris takes the audience through a billion 
years of geological history (SJ ( 39351 57).* 

1ZAO Star Trek: 30 Years and Beyond. Coverage of a 
special gala held In September, celebrating the 
25th anniversary of the popular sci-fi series and 
movie spin-offs (R) (9610374). * 

130 BED Ben-Hur (William Wyter 1959 US). You 
might have seen Gore Vidal the other month, 
claiming that he injected homo-eroticism Into the 
scenes between Chariton Heston and his boyhood 
friend Stephen Boyd. Vidal was one of the many 
screenwriters who worked on this mammoth MGM 
toga-wearing epto - most famous for the slave 
galley scenes and the chariot race (2753225). * 

435 T0TP2(S) (157851 5J. 

5.40 Ready, Steady; Cook (S) (698848). 

6.10 Natural History Night David Attenborcwf^i 
introduces an evening of wildlife programmes to 
mark the 40th anniversary of the Natural Histoiy 
Unitatthe BBC. See Preview (1331 19). * 

6.15 Namfa Grange Creatures of the Skeleton Coast 
From The WaridaboutUs in 1976, a look at the 
wildlife of the harsh but strikingly beautiful Namlb 
Desert in Africa (R) (894119). * 

7.15 Malice m Wonderland. Lifew a Red Sea coral 
reef. Deadly for some (R) (494916). * 

7.50 Kingdom of the Ice Bear (828913). * 

8.55 The Restless Year. See Preview (S) (440916). * 

930 On the Ttacks of the Wiki Otter. From the 1982 
series of The Natural World, Hugh Mileste film 
follows the fives of otters living or the storm- 
washed islands of Shetland (R) (133683). * 

103D Attenborough in Paradise. New Guinea is the 
paradise in question (R) (9410596). * 

11 30 The Most Popular BBC Wildlife Programme. 
Viewers get to vote on the “best BBC wildlife 
programme of all time". Go on. then, name three 
BBC w ildlife programmes (13480). * 

12.00 BBS Cat People (Jacques Tourneur 1942 US). 
Imaginative and atmospheric tow-bud get horror 
movie, scaring by suggestion, Simone Simon plays 
the beautiful Yugoslav girl who turns into a cat 
when her emotionsare aroused. Tom Conway fethe 
shrink who thinks she's fantasising (1827900). 

1.10 Weather (9024952). To 1.15am. 


6.00 GMTV (7469225). 925 Cartoon Time (R) 
(3762003). 

935 BOB Daffy Duck's Fantastic bland (Friz Frefcng 
1983 US). Feature-length cartoon (3334867). - 

10.50 EM Bedfcnobs and Broomstic ks (Robert 

Stevenson 1971 US). So-so Disney live action and' 
animation mix, with witch Angela Lansbury, 
boyfriend David Tomlinson thwarting Nazis in 
wartime London (85751616). * 

1.00 News (8 2700190). 1.05 Local News 
(82709461). * 

1.10 BBS The Bionic Showdown (Alan Levi 1989 US). 
Bionic Man Lee Majors joins traces with the one 
and only Bionic Woman Lindsay Wagner to track 
down some spies endangering world peace. A 
young Sandra Bullock pays her dues (60483393). . 

2.45 EBB Arthur II: On the Rocks (Bud Ybrkin 1988 
US). Disappointing sequel with Dudley Moore's 
cuddly playboy gaing broke as his wife Liza 
Minnelli wants to adopt a child. John Gielgud 
appears as a ghost, but this is essentially two duds 
for the price one (S) (719374). * 

4.45 News and Results (Then Weather ) (8325664). * 

5.05 London Tonight and Sport (Followed by Weather) 

(8419138). * 

5.20 Cartoon Time (6641 003). 

530 Sabrina the teenage WHdi (238). * 

6.00 Gladiators (5) (61428). * 

7.00 Blind Date (SJ (9157).* 

8.00 The Joe Pasquale Show. The comic, whose only 
trick seems to be that he talks in a squeaky voice, 
gets his own show - aided and abetted by guests 
Sacha Distal, Eric Sykes, Gloria Hunniford and boy 
band OTT ft's that old-fashioned, down-home 
variety sfttiw, folks (SJ (204041). * 

8.50 News (Followed by Wbafherl (988461). * 

9.04 Local Wdather (857751). ' 

9.05 BBS The War of the Roses (Danny DeVito 1989 
US). Bratiqgty black domestic comedy starring 
Michael Douglas as a smug Washington lawyer 
who has nauseated his wife (Kathleen Turner) to 
the point of divorce. Danny DeVito Is the lawyer 
supervising the ferocious battle over their 
possessions (S) (19170645). * 

11.10 BUB The Woman in Red (Gene Wilder 1984 US). 
Happily married Gene Wilder gets an eyeful of Kelly 
LaBrock and won't rest until he has her underneath 
the duvet Inexplicably successful romantic 
comedy co-starring Gikj a Radnerand Charles 
Grodin 063515)-* 

12.45 Funny Business (S) (3700981). 

120 BQ9 Portrait of a Hit Man (Allan Buckharitz 1977 
US). Assassin Jack Glance is hired try mobster 
Rod Stager - only tofind that his target is an old 
friend who once saved his life (550165). 

2.55 Entertainment *96 (R) (8943962). 

3.50 Heftier Skelter (1384959). 

4.40 HHH Great Expectations (Jean Tych 1983 US). 
Animated version of the Dickens novel (9269368). 

535 News (1 1 75981). To 6.00am. 


6- 05 AH-Terrain Marathon Christmas Special (SJ 

• (4715428). 

7.00 The Magic School Bus (R) (S) (67799). 

7- 30jReafty WM Animals ( 1773480 1 

7i55iijtang Kong Ptwoey <R) (4765848). 

8J$&0ng Arthurandfhe Knights of Justice (R) 

(7947206). 

8351-tang Time (SJ (6507480). 

9.00The Morning Line (S) (9474138). 

9.50 Cycfing: The 1996 World Trade CtuHTipionships. 
From the Manchester Vtetodrome. Britain's Orris 
Boardman takes part (9086585). 

10.50 BEtz! (5) (635675U. 

1130 Rawhide (1 734913). 

12.50 EDO Phantom of tire Opera (Rupert JuRan 1925 
US). Rarely seen silent adaptation of Gaston 
Lerouxfs classic story about a mysterious masked 
figure who haunts toe sewers beneath the Paris 

• Opera House. Starring Lon Chaney, Mary Phltbin 
and Norman Kerry (5) (687023121 

235 EBB Journey to the Cadre of the Earth (Henry 
Levin 1959 US). Rat Boone and James Mason lead 
the way through the evth's crust in this solid and 
entertaining version of the Jules Verne tale 
(29543428). * 

5.00 Brookside Omnibus (S) (79672129). * 

635 News and Weather (183374). 

6.40 OltrtNitfifc Introduction. An evening erf 
programmes dedicated to Clint Eastwxxi 
See Preview, above (465480). 

6.41 Tto Greatest Clirt Eastwood. Who is king ofthe 

western - Clint Eastwood or John Wkyne? This 
light-hearted showdown irrtendsto companethe 
legendary actors, asking whether Eastwood’s “Man 
with No Name" or The Duke’s confident gunslinger 
made the ultimate screen cowboy (S) (41 2409). 

7.10 AF1 Clint Eastwood Tribute. See Preview, above 
(S) (7217480).* • 

830 HEB White Hunter; Black Heart (Cfirrt Eastwood 
1990 US). See the Big Picture (S) (97070409). * " 

1035 EEffl Hang ’Em H^i (Ted Post 1967 US)- 

Holiywood’s first attempt to emulate the spaghetti 
^ western has oyr man Clint as a convicted 
" gunslinger, setting butto pin a bloodthirsty 
revenge on the ru'rvHnan mobwho lynched and left 
him for dead (50242886). * 

1240 Rawhide (4066504). * 

140 H5S Side Street (Anthony Mann 1950 US). 

Rather grim tale of poor clerk Farley Granger 
. oommriting a petty crime in an effixt to make ends 
meet, and then findfogthe snowballing 
consequences befpnritng to take over his fife, Cathy 
CyDonnefl co-stars (2881078). 

3.10 SO Johnny Eager (Mervyn LeRoy 1941 US). -- 
Underworld melodrama with one or two original 
twists as rich 0ri Lana Traner falls for pproled 

mobster Robert faytor. Van Heflin won (heading 
honoursas^ Taylor's perpetually drunk “chum" 

(there are homosexual ovatones) (611981). 

5.05 Mr Don and Mr George (1187078). 7b 5.35am. 


ITV/Regions 

(604B3333). 5.04 Angha ft ir Watch 
(6670515). 5.05 Anglia News and Sport 
(84X9236). 12,45am Film: The Wbrid is Ftil 
rtMarried Men (101252). 2-25am Came 
Knowledge (8232320). 325am Him: Elem 
(609146). 525 -5. 55am .Hell and High Wa- 
ter. the Making of Cutthroat Island (1 1 77691). 

CHANNEL 3 HOKW EAST/TOMSHUtt 
As London except: 2.20pm Rm.- 
Acts (60483393). 5.10 Channel 3 North 
East: Full Time (5713138). Yorks.- Scoreline 
(57X3138). 9.04 Vorks: Local Weather 
(857751). Ttie Making of M^IFtandere 

(61 5770). 1 1.40 Lafts at the BalhS (228428). 
12.10am Rim: Ths Woman in Red (505225). 
L45am Funny Business (58788). 2.15am FBm: 
Jock ot the Bushvek) (942558). 
ing the umfts: The Making of Eraser (47951900). 
4_40-5_55am Rim: Melody Time (9269368). 

GOflUL 

As London except: 1.10pm Rim: Murder in 
Three Acts (60483393). 5.05 Central News 
(6679886). 5.10-5.20pm The Central Match 
-Goals Extra (57X3138). 

KTV 

As London except: 1.10pm Rim: Murder In 
Three Ads (60483393). 5.05 HTV News and 
Sport (8419138). 12.45am Rim: The World 
is Fun of Married Men (101252). 225am Car- 
nal Knowledge (8232320). 325am Rim: 
Den] (609146). 5. 25-53 5am Making of Cut- 
throat Island (1177691). 

MBUDIUI 

As London except: 1.10pm Rim: Ernest Saves 
Christmas 160483393). 12.45am Rim: The 
Wbrid Is Rill of Married Men (101252). 235am 
Carnal Knowledge (8232320). 3J25am Film: 
Deni (609146). 535-535am Making of Cut- 
throat Island (1177691), 

wsrcwwm • 

As London except: 1.10pm FBm: Murder in Three 
Ads (60483393). 12A5am Rbru The World 
is’FuH’of Married Men (10X252). 2^5am Car- 
nal. Knowledge (8232320 ). 335am Rim: 
Eton! (&Q9146). 5-25-5-55am Making of Cut- 
throat Island (117769J). 

S4C 

As C4 except; 6.05am Early Morning: Afl-Terrain 
Mactfhon Christinas Special M715428). 7.00 The 
Magic School Bus (67799). 735 Hong Kong 
Phooey (4765848). 8D5 King Arthur and the 
Kr^ts of Justice (7947206). 1130 Home to Roost 
(8958409). 12.5 5pm Skit Mfflthrln 19268003). 
135 -Happy Prince (2954436). 2.00 Faust 
(2741480). 520 Brookside (55470480). 7.00 
News(980374J. 7.15 Noson Lawen (3458799). 
820 Gadaef Garthewin (571225). 9JJ5 Lon Goed 
(279799). 9J5 Oint Nig* The Greatest: Cflnt 
Eastwood (864041). 10X15 AF1 Life Achievement 
Award (1027157). 11^5-lJOam FBm: White 
Himtec Black Heart (J595004J). 


Radio 


Radiol 

7.00am kevm Grnivng 10.00 
Oaw Rmiw 1.00 Jo Wfuley 4.00 
)c*m Pert, restive 50 - Part 3 7.00 
Penny Hernplitig. Lovfgrocw? 

Ilance Party 9,00 Rap Show 12.00 
HtOpe Qanctheil Nit* 2.00 Evum- 
Tv»f M» Rhythm Masters 4.00- 
7.00m cuw* srurgHS 

Ratio 2 

» xj.iec 

6.00am Mo Durta 8.05 Brian 
Mam** 10.00 5BW Whgtit 1.00 
Arthur Smith's Amnmg Bits Z JO 
Smith and Jaw* Sound CXI 2.00 
Ji>3' 4.00 Nti BanactauRh 

6.00 tiKiMT And £art\mke1 Stury 

6 Oo Hna S) nvart in Ctvnvl 7.00 
•W a ;»ii»na’ 9.30 David Jacobs 

10.00 Arts 12.05 iViarfes None 
4.006.00am Mo DuTM 

Ratio 3 

.4 : ufet-iKt 

6.55am N«» Heakltine*, Weather. 
700 rfecad Rn** 

9.00 buldng a I'hwy Da^J Nice 
c.tnpane. ava.labfe recordings of 
M.iftl?*'* Symphony No 7. 

10.15 Hernm Hi- lease ViliA-Lobas 
Hachianas Brasitwa* No 4 
lanuna Daftras Aim Cuhanos 
Pia CfflA* Bjnduneon Omcerto 

11.15 Rwrups. Stpprwi PiorJow 
(warns (o puna rKardin# 
hew rectfittv made it on to CD 
for the Irtt {«r». 

12.00 Ptiurte Passes HouwwiV 
nupenttr Dame (doi Fmaff 

take, about her musical poy 
mr See Che**, olwc 

1.15 Ne*V Vi'itope Years. 

HaRiiw Capw No 13 in B 
rial. Sarayitp, Zapaieado 
Mocart CWflrttftwnte <n E Bat 

Schubert- PVino To* in B 
flat. DP9H. Brahms Piano iha 
No 1 in B, On 8. GiucA. 

Memdie 

3.15 The f imalwg Touch A post- 
iT^ivjaJr stuosnt at (he ftyal 
Acadnnv Zt Music, plays 
BtfSl town's Saula m E minor. 
l*p 90. td pWrtKJ James CMft. 

4.00 Bach Harpsichord Concerts. 
Sacrt Concata in C minor lor 
Two Haipr^chadb. BWVICfci; 
Concerto m D minor for Throe 
Ksipwclwds. BWV1063-,Cdn- 
cerw in C lor Twn Horpschods. 
BWV10G1 

5.00 Jaa Record R&iumte. 

5.45 The Gorvafia Cdurt. 

6s30 iw ham the Met: Hamci 

ATdGnrfe/ The evergreen ffory- 
lafe opera by Etgeibert 
Humperdind*. I’ve horn T*w 
York 5unj; f) Fng*ish 



^ Choice 


Sexual ambiguity abounds: a 
specially extended edition of 
Private Passions (12noon R3) 
is devoted to the impeccable 
musical tastes of Dame Edna 
Eve rage (/eft); and the Kaleido- 
scope Feature 17.20pm R4), 
“Golden Years" looks over the 
career of David Bowie, about to 
celebrate his his 50th birthday. 


8.55 John Updkw. Reads hs own 
short story. for* Girf. 

9 SO Rano Cmus. PMymgonfuu- 
size sand puros, the sk mem- 
bers of Piano Circus perform 
music cornintsaoned from sm 
conterrmaram composers: Julia 
Wuttkf. Juliet Patmet John Met- 
calf, June Gardner. Davri Lang 
and Graham FitWn. (ntrodriced 
tv Joirt Metcalf. 

11.05 New York Cabaret. Robert 
Cushman reviews the 7th Annu- 
al CanwnhOrt, herd ar Town 
Hail, Manhattan, and pecks the 
E> erf from ameng ttw hundreds 
ca songs and performers. 

1.00 rhrpugh the 

&DO-7.QO«n SiKtuence. 

Radio 4 

iS'Ou'Jf 

6.00*01 News. 

6.10 Farming Today. 

6.50 Prayer for the Day. 

7.00 Today. Presented oy Ben 
Girghan ami Sue MacGregor. 

9.00 (UN) test Match Speoa!. 
coweraRp from H.wwe of d^ 
three or tre Second Tes^ wdh 
R&r Bader, Henry Bfefeid and 
Simon Mann. 

9.00 (FM) News. 

9.05 (FM) Sport on 4. 

9J0JFM) Breakaway. 

10. OG (FM) Loose Ends. Whth Nea 
Sherrm. 

UJOO (FM) Close Shaves. On aver- 
Jgz. j n.-jr soenJs the eouiva- 
fent QM39 days rrf h-s life 
steaig. A ftuttxjurous look at 
ttffi ag»-cld mat, frem the com- 
pile head shave to beards. 

1 1.30 (FM) From i?ur Own Core- 

sporefent Sceoal. A compriatran 
of highlights tram the senes. 

12.00 (FM) Grand Tour. Tangxss. 
Wfifer Rsil 1 Buries tatte about 
tiw etty whmh he has caned 
home since toe 19ACs. 

1225 (FM) Nwrt Qua d the Year. 
Simon Hogpit boro badt over 
the best moments bom the com- 
edy guc. 122). 


12-55 Weather. 

1.00 News 

1.10 (FM) Our Next Question 
Please. 

1.10 (LW1 Test March Special. Fur- 
ther coverage from Harare. 

1.55 Shipping Forecast. 

2.00 OW] Test Match Special. 

2.00 (FM Fishing Hotel. James 
Naught* checks rntn the 
Lochmadrty Hotel on North Ust, 
onere an the resoents are fish- 
ing-mad. and tnes his hand an- 
gftng Ur sea tout with the local 
pobcerRm. 

2 JO Saei/aay Pi^housa The Nut- 
cracker Christmas, in Nicholas 
McJnemy's test** drama, young 
Muscovite Natsdia is unable to 
attend the Christmas baOet at 
the Bolshoi. But with toe help of 
her pandfather. she disemers 
that the Nuteratier Suite cm be 
brought into her own home... 
courtesy of some ChnSOras dec- 
txat«m and a txt ctf imagination. 
With Bernard Heptan end Stella 
Gone. 

4.00 Making History 

4 JO AdLib. 

5.00 Samson Keillor's Radio 
Preachers. 

5 .40 An Of at Christinas. American 
hunwrist David Sedans reads 
extraasfrcmhsdwry. 

5.55 Shipping Forecast- 

6.00 S« CQock News. 

625 Year Endtr®. . 

6.50 Those Cate [Jays. Simxi 
reports from Piaris on 
whether toe cafe tradition has a 
chance rf survwr^ unto the next 
century. (L'55. 

720 Ka^ntecppe Feature. As 
Ca-nd Bowie prepares to eefe- 
fcrate bs 50th birthday. Kalodo- 
scape profiles toe muacai 
ctumeieon. See Choice, above. 

7^0 On These Days. 

850 Saturday Night Theatre. PSu- 
pers and Aig to/iers. A dramati- 
sation of toe diary ct Somerset 
parson william Holland. (3ft). 

935 Classics with Kay. 

930 Ter to Ten. Tony Bam talks to 
Rcharri CoJes atient tns taito. 


10.00 News. 

10.15 New^te Calendar. By 
Chrtstopher Denys. The story of 
the impressionable young girl 
who poisoned her father out of 
tone for notorious stAkfiggec 
Captain Cranstoun. 

11.15 Kiri. Deraa KiriTe Kanawa 
tefts June Knox-Mawer atiout the 
adwmtagBS of fame and the hon- 
our of working with Leonard 
Bernstein on toe drilnttue 
recording of West Side Story 

11.45 Unde Morfs Celtic Fringe. 

By ftw rimwwxxl. Carter 
Brandon continues his journey 
tftraugi Wtiles m the company of 
tvs Unde Mart. With Stephen 
Thome, Sam Kafly and Christian 
Rodska. 

12.00 News. 

1230 The Late Stay The Gift of 
theMagi. By O Henry. 

12.45 Shipping Forecast. 

1.00- 6.00am As World Service. 

Ratios 

Iffl3 9!BtotBP 

6.05am Dirty Tackle 630 Break- 
last 9 .05 Kershaw and Whittaker 

11.05 Top Gear 1135 The Game's 
Up 12.05 Baker and KeBy Upfront 
LOS Sport 6.06 Stt-O-Sa 8.05 
The Treatment 9.05 D«yn UK 
1035 Vford Up! 11.00 Nsht Extra 
1135 Talas cd the Turf 12J05 
Night fafc 2.00 Up AN Night 5.05- 
6.00am SpQfflght 96 

Classic FM 

(IKfHGUMtM 

6.00am Sarah Lucas 9.00 Count- 
down Of 1996 12.00 Gardening 
Forum Christmas Special LOO Alan 
Mann's Junior P&d«d Lunch 4.00 
Nick Bakev 7.00 Russian (fewela- 
txxi S.00 CvEsmtg Concert 1OD0 
Quentin Howard'sSixCf the Best 
Christmas Speodl 12JW Andre 
Lam 4D0 The Travel Guide 1997 
Holiday Prtstew 5.00-6.00am 
Michael Fanstone 

VH^nRadw 

(sauMHfeMnwni 

6.00wiJaneyLaeGcacelOJMJe- 
remy Cfarlv 2,00 Mark Fon^t 6.00 
Lynn Pasons 10.00 Rkdiard ftxter 

2.00- 6.00am Howairi Pearce 

Worid Service 
taWfUB 

LOOam Newsdesk 130 Quote... 
Unquote 2.00 New5day230 Peo- 
ple & Politics 3X10 News 3.15 
Sports Roundup 330 Muse Re- 
view 4.00 Newsdesk 430 Short 
Story 4.45 On the Move 5.00 
Nqwsday 530^.00nm In Prase 
of God 




Satellite 


wi 

7.00am My UUe Pony (8731003). 
735 Dynamo Duck (6021428). 730 
Deify and His fifendS (993121 8.00 
Oison and OGvb (737991 830 Free 
my(6S77W. 9.00 Tlx Best CTSify 
Jessy Raphael (789X61 IOjOO DesJgn- 
ing Women (B277Q1 1030 Murphy 
Brown (522061 1L00 Parte Lewis 
CMftUni 042061 1130 MIV 
(959351 12XX3 WWF (83664). LOO 
The Hit Mix 023X21 230 Hercules 
(707991 3jOQ The Lasmjs Mai 
(9975X1 400 WWF (18886). 500 
Radfic Blue (4X381 600 Americars 
Dumtest Criminals (1 1 57). 630 Just 
Kkkflng (24091 700 Hercules 
(20X191 8.00 Coppers (39867). 900 
Oops (790031 10.00 Unsolved Myster- 
ies (12190b UOO The Extraordinary 
(96225). 12.00 The Movie Show 
(849001 1230 The Fifth Comer 
(753381 130 The Edge (505581 
200600am Hit M« (29233). 

Sttl 

7.00pm Eirth 2 (1928954). 800 JAG 
(7 9043741 900 VR5 (J924J3SJ. 
1QJX) Tales hyn the C^ft(7700CQ2X 
1030 Tales from me Crypt (77X97701 
11. DO Hit Mix ( 1342848 X 1200 Fact 
Sewn Days in May (1964) (267X8941 
200600am Hit Mix (87585581 

SKT MOVES 

6O0am Kid Galahad (1962) (347321 
800 Flipper (1963) (5475X1 1000 
Fantfy Rarer (1995) (756451 1200 
The NeverBxfing SUi Ms Rekm to Fan- 
tasa a 994) (443741 200 Son of toe 
PSrti Anther (1993) (2825151 330 
Live and Let Ofc (J 973) (53646/38L 
600 The NevefixSng Story Dk FSSum 
to Fantasia (1994) (232061 800 Yier- 
culas «d fhe Lost Kngdom (1994) ■ 
(28751). IOJOO The PUppa Masters 
(1995 (53004X1 1130 fatude to 
Lam (1995) (5715771 . 130 Natural 
Caress (1994) (70518511 230 B3 
McBatn's^ProdncfcUgrtrang . 
(1995) (8367163. 4.15-530am Kid 
Galahad (1962) (815421 

MOMEDDMEL 

6j00am TrTTn: The Lake of &arl« 
(1972) (4403799). 735 Breakout 
(1984) (2667225). 830 Thaws Is- 
land OVM 1974) (570221 10.00 An- 
other Midnight Run (1994) (74886). 
1130 Moonrater (1979) (646377471 
135 A View to a K« (1983 
(13424886). 400 Spring Ring! (1995) 
(68768138L 530 Uceftteto Kffl 
(1989) [270695961 800 MuriaTs 
Wedding (19941 (263331 IOJOO The 
Last Seduction H994) (538683). 

1L50 Rjfl Ecfipw (1993) f 107157 1 
130 Dt^tel Man (1994) (429981). 
305 Freaked (1993) (85976391 
435-S30wn TiriTln: The late tf 
Sharis 11972) (44087252). 


SB MONIES GOLD 

4O0pm The ixetConfinert (1968) 
(82603121 600 The Buddy System 
(1984) (3657751). 800 Spyrnatae 
The Secret Life often Fleming (1990) 
(3669996). 1000 BeaDejuice (1988} 
(823X04X1 IL40 BWy (1984) 
(2748848). ljSQlwewffli the Proper 
Shnp (1963) (WS2827JJ. 335- 
435am Rancho Notorious (1952/ 
(79463520. • , >r ' ; 

SB SPORTS J • 1 ‘ ' 

700am Racing News (233931 730 
Gictefc iknbabwB Vs England - Uve 
(1250190). 330 Sports Satontoy 
(23157J. 530 NHL ftwer WWc 
(8866* 630 Ice Hodcy-Steffield 
StedeaV^NaflirigtwnFhnthas-Uw 
(69775X1 900 Crictet (554732). 

12.00 Ru0&y Unori Update (239001 
200430am ice HcxSey (470726). 

SBSKRTS2 

700am Soccer AM (24046641 11.00 
Mcid the Back Ptige (25549541 1200 
Sports Saturday (823208®. 200 Rug- 
by Union: Harlequins Vs Leicester - Live 
(609459®. 430 High 5 (3X20935). 
500 Squash (1210799). 600 Vtortt 
Sport Special 014X4281 630 Futbol 
Mundlaf ( 3125480 1 7.00 SWff Saftng 
(J2I142ai 730 Fiugtiy (9282041). 
930 Stirfing (42936331 1030 HjghS 
(2742596). 1L00 Darts (2555799). 

11 30- LOOam Fbotbafc YAM Cup 
OasBia (3706206). 

SBSP0BS3 

12-OOnoon SkB Saffir^d 7650026). 
1230 H»i 5 (43288954). LOO 
Wbrid Motor Sport (429733121 5.00 
NFL Amaricat FbotteU - Uve 
(40273225).930Retiel! 

(43268190). IOJOO! 

(41654119). lLOO-12JOOn*Jn«tt 
Watetsports World (6Q2S9886). 

UWTV 

6-00»m RevdaUons 630 LooS'ing tor 
Lews 700 Spantsh Archer 730 Mtod 
and Body 8.00 The Why Faes 830 
Vrieo Box 9.00 Psychic 930 
Fashion 1000 Rcwetetions 1030 
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730 fteuetapons 8.00 Bushido 830 
Busteto 9 jOO The Why Files 930 
Looting for Love 1(UB Saturday Sport 
1030 Stand-Up Lhe Special: ms® 
feid 1130 Edenpuestwih Pamda An- 
detsoti 1230 Kras Khs Ufestyie 
130 Itome Shopping 200 SJand4)p 
Live Speaak Freddie Starr 300- 
fiOOaroNehf-Tinteftnganiro g 
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dBffk Royal Scot 

Near King’s Cross & Easton 
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Charing Cross 

By Trafalgar Square in the 
heart of the West End 

0171 839 7282 

jfTfV Kensington Palace 
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The Grosvenor 

Victoria & Btadangham Palace 
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0171 8349494 
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Jff | Mount Royal 

yQpP Overlooking Oxford Street 
ATHXSTLE HOTEL 

0171629 8040 
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Royal Horseguards 0171 839 3400 
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Whitehall and the Houses of Parliament 
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John 

Lewis 


ani : 


cub 


■ !febn Lewis combined distinct 

and original gifts as a typogra- 
pher and as a converter and 
sailor of smaB boats, and en- 
joyed a long life in which he 
was. able to run both careers 
together in singularly happy 

combination: - 

He was Welsh on both sides 
of the farnDy, born at Rfcoose 
on the west side of Cardiff 
overlooking the Bristol Chan- 
nel. in 1912. His father was a 
bank manager who would 
. rather have been a doctor, very 
soon he became a soldier. Sur- 
viving the First World Whr, he 
was in his element at Farnham, 
in Surrey, where the family 
moved in 1920. From there his 
• son went to Charterhouse 
. where in the “Smdio", like Os- 
bert Lancaster before him, he 
acquired a taste and consider- 
able aptitude for drawing. 

His father wanted him to be 
a doctor, so he obediently went 
to Bart's. This was not a success, 
and he moved to Deptford to 
study art at Goldsmiths’ under 
^Rowland Hilder, who also 
i^awoke his passion for ships 
and the sea; among his fellow- 
students was Denton Welch. 

Jn 1935 be- set up as a free- 
lance illustrator, and was doing 
fairly well when war broke oul 
This he spent in camouflage, a 
neglected art between the wars 
that had to be revived. It took 
him to Canada {posted to the 
far north, he pointed out that 
ten feel of snow was no train- 
ing ground for Europe and 


transferred to the greens and 
browns of British Columbia) 
and Italy, where he spent a brief 
but enjoyable time on u secret 
devices’*. It also brought him in . 
contact with like-minded 
friends: Victor Stlebel. Oliver 
MesseL, Gabriel White and his 
brother-in-law Ted Ardizzone, 
Freddy Mayor of the Mayor 
Gallery, Basil Spence, Blair 
Hughes-Stanton and Lynton 
Lamb. 

It was Lany Lamb, most 
gentle but also perceptive of 
men, who gave Lews's post-war 
career its direction. As they 
were pondering the future, he 
said to Lewis: “As you have il- 
lustrated books and collected 
books aH your life, why don’t 
you design them - it means 
knowing about typography, 
about printing and book-bund- 
ing. If you could manage it, the 
best thing would be to go «nd 
work with a printer and a book- 
binder." James Gardner, also in 
camouflage, who bad made 
Puffin Books a household word, 
provided the necessary intro-; 
duction to W.S. Cowell Ltd of 
Ipswich. Geoffrey Smith, agood 
and generous man, full of en- 
thusiasm, was anxious to move 
the firm into printing more 
substantial books than Puffins. 
For Lewis, this meant learning 
on the job. Together, he and 
Cowell’s taught each other. 

The first product wasA Hand- 
book of Printing Types (1947), at 
once a manual and a showcase 
of Cowell’s resources, notably in 
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the technique,- still new for 
books, of photo-lithography. It 

had a striking jacket showin g the 

title as printer’s type in a com- 
posing stick zesting (or so it 
seemed) on Speed's map of 
Suffolk. Armed with this, Lewis 
enlarged his portfolio, making 
friends with Barnett Freedman 
and Henry Moore. “Plastocow- 
eUT, a new process that encour- 
aged artists to work on film that 





Lewis’s design tor a set for the first production at Bergamin Britten’s Let's Moke an -Opera in 1947 


could be directly transferred to 
lithographic film, resulted in 
co mmissio ns to Braque, Ma- 
tisse and others; Lewis went to 
Golfe Juan in the South of 
France to persuade Picasso to 
join in, a wholly happy experi- 
ence that he never forgot. It also 
brought work designing print and 
even opera productions for the 
newly established Al deburgh 
Festival. 

The great advantage of Ip- 
swich was its proximity to nav- 
igable waters, and. after settling 
with his wife Griselda at Man- 
ningtree, Lewis lost no time in 
acquiring and converting his 
first serious boat, a 26-foot for- 
mer lifeboat He became some- 
thing of an expert on oanversaan 
and published two books on it, 
with his friend and fellow-sailor 
AdJard Coles. More of his pro- 
fessional time was spent in 
London, with Cowell's a reliable 
ground-bass to an increasingly 
wide range of activities. 

From 1951 to 1963 he taught 
at die Royal College of Art un- 
der Robin Darwin. His stu- 
dents all benefited from his 
warmth and encouragement, 
and with one in particular. 


David Gentleman, it led to a 
long-lasting and fruitful associ- 
ation. He also founded the 
College’s Lion and Unicorn 
Press, producing some 25 hand- 
some and original publications, 
in part designed and all pro- 
duced by the srudents. 

In many ways his most orig- 
inal and permanently influen- 
tial publication was Printed 
Ephemera (1962). This arose 
from the chance acquisition 
from an Ipswich bookseller of 
a huge blank-book in which a 
large number of single sheets, 
including a 15th-century In- 
dulgence and the rare 1757 
specimen of the famous Birm- 
ingham printer John Basker- 
ville, had been pasted by a 
former owner. Tbe quest for the 
origin of these and the many 
other pieces led Lewis to pon- 
der on their sources, on what 
made them different from more 
substantial printed matter. This 
led him to pursue and collect 
these then unconsidered trifles 
with a zeal and method that 
made Primed Ephemera, when 
it came oat, a pioneering study, 
not merely an anthology. The 
section on saflmakers 7 needle - 


The Dutch composer Tristan 
Keuris was a bjg man in aD sens- 
es: over six foot tall with a aty 
of l on g hair, and a lived-in 
face; and be was big enough in 
his an to choose a path which 
he believed in, regardless of cur- 
rent fashion or dogma. 


Lawix and some of his cottection of printed ephemera, about which he wrote an original and pioneering study Photograph: Domtmc Turner 


packets (a natural product of his 
nautical interests) was a mod' 
el of its kmd. 

John Lewis continued lively 
and productive, and his auto- 
biography, Such Things Happen, 
was only published (by Unicorn 
Press) in 1994. Not tall, but 
strongly built, with a ruddy 
complexion and a fine mane of 
hair, latterly white, be was a 
warm-hearted and sympathet- 
ic friend to all who came bis way. 
He found it easy to talk to any- 
one in his melodious voice, 
with a touch of his Welsh fore- 
bears' lilt, and was tbe best of 
company on any occasion. Both 
as a creative designer and the 
commissioner of work by oth- 
er artists, he left a definite 
marie on the graphic scene in his 
time which will not grow stale, 
its vitality a tribute and memo- 
rial to his own. 

Nicolas Barber 1 

John Lewis, typographer, Ulus- \ 
trator, boat designer and sailor \ 
bom Rhoose, Glamorgan 11 
December 1912 ; married 1940 
Griselda Rideout; died Wood- 
bridge , Suffolk 22 December 
1996. 


late 20th ccnnny, he was open 
to all the possibilities of the cen- 
tury, and tot* advantage only of 
those which helped Iran write 
what he had to. His individual 
mixture of tonal and atonal ma- 
terial created a particular for- 
ward thrust in his music 
harmonic tension was always 
present, and tins, combined with 

a^i 

Keuris was bran in 1946. and 
as a teenager studied music in 
bis home town of Amer&foon 
with Jan van VUjmen- In 1963 
be entered the Conservatoire in 
Utrecht, where his composition 
teacher was Ibn dc Lceuw, 
and be graduated with the 
Composition Prize in 1969. 

He stayed on as a teacher af- 
ter graduation, refining a mu- 
sical language where tonality 
was important, althongb his 
training firm both van Vbjmen 
and de Leeuw had been in the 
then prevalent serial tradition. 
Keuris always had his doubts 
about this: “It’s not t£u|l I'm 
a gainst atonality," he saahonce, 
“but t don't know howto build 
larve-scale pieces with H." 


So ft is not surprising that his 

first imponant piece, the Sin- 
fonia of 1972-74, was 5 a pro- 
foundly tonal wait It tibn the 
Matthijs Vennuelen gpze in 
1975. and established Eteuris’s 
name on the intermional 
scene. Its example haired 
many composers ra the lather- 
lands, as did Keuris himself, 
with his continuing commit- 
ment to teaching: after his first 



Kauris: harmonic tension 


stint at Utrecht he taught at the 
Hflversum Conservatory, the 
Sweelinck Conservatory in Am- 
sterdam, and at the time of his 
death was head of composition 
back in Utrecht. He loved 
teaching theory and analysis as 
much as composition. 

After the success of the Sin- 
foma, Keuris was regularly in de- 
mand for rommissions; the list 
includes the Houston Sympho- 
ny Orchestra and the BBC. In 
1991 he was chosen as the 
Dutch composer in “Arturo 
Toscanini", a multiple commis- 
sion from the Orchestra Sin- 
fonica dell ’ Emih a- Romagna , 
which presented new works 
from all the countries of the EU. 

As he developed, his musical 
language became richer and 
deeper. Keuris was never dis- 
missive of other styles, but knew 
the way he bad chosen was right 
for him. He always believed 
that musk must actively com- 
municate, and convince the lis- 
teners emotionally. Just as he 
tad not rejected tonality, neither 
did he reject conventional forms 
in fact he became more attached 
to them os time passed. 

The Symphony in D, which he 
completed in 1995, is a culmi- 
nation of this process: not only 
is its title provocative in its nam- 
ing of a key. but its formal 
processes are much more con- 
cerned with the mainstream 
symphonic tradition. 

Certainly, before his final 
short illness he feh he was atthe 
height of his powers, and that 
he had found a way to com- 
municate his musical thoughts 
in the fullest possible way. At 
the time of his death he was 
working on a song cycle based 
on the poems of Rilke, for the 
distinguished Dutch mezzo Jard 
vanNes-in 1990, he had writ- 
ten one of his most beautiful 
works, the Three Michelangelo 
Songs for her. 

Keuris was only an intermit- 
tent visitor to Britain, latterly for 
the much delayed British pre- 
miere of his Concerto for Saxo- 
phone Quartet and Orchestra in 
1994, but thanks to the healthy 
state of Dutch culture much of 
his music has appeared on LP 
and CD, most recently the Sym- 
phony in D and the Second Vi- 
olin Concerto - still to receive 
its first public performance. 

Martin Cotton 

Tristan Keuris, composer bom 
Amenfoort, the Netherlands 3 
October 1946; married (two chil- 
dren); died IS December 1996. 


Michael Bruno 


Michael Bruno will be remem- 
bered as the economist behind 
Ihe 1985 stabilisation plan, 
which brought Israel’s annual 
rate of inflation down in one year 
from a horrendous 400 percent 
to a manageable 20 per cent 

Although there were elements 
of monetarism in Iris strategy, he 
was neither doctrinaire nor 
conservative. Fellow piactici- 
tioners defined his approach as 
“‘heterodox" rather than “or- 
thodox". He took what he, and 
his country, needed from dif- 
fered schools of economics. . 

Bruno's strength as an eco- 
nomics professor who aban- 
doned academia for tbe 
compromised world of politics 
was his inventiveness. He had 
a rare skill for marrying theory 
with practice, a talent for ex- 
plaining his ideas ro non- 
economists and selling them to 
his political masters. 

The anchor of his pro- 
gramme was a fixed exchange 
rate, since many Israeli prices 
were linked, formally or infor- 


mally, to foe dollar. This was ac- 
companied by drastic cuts in the 
state budget backed by high 
rates of interest and a freeze on 
wages and prices. Real interest 
rose to 20-30 per cent, which 
Bruno later admitted was too 
drastic even in an emergency. 

After serving as economic ad- 
viser to the Finance Mmmster, 
Yitzhak Modai, Bruno was ap- 
pointed governor of the Bank 
of Israel in 19S6wben Labour’s 
Shimon Peres was Prime Min- 
ister in a national-unity coali- 
tion. Although be was identified 
with foe Labour movement, 
the subsequent Likud Govern- 
ment pressed him to stay on 
when his term expired in 1991. 
Instead, he joined foe World 
Bank as chief economist, a post 
in which he continued until a 
few months before his death 
from hone cancer. 

At the Bank of Israel, he was 
respected as an open-minded, 
if outspoken governor. “People 
felt a strong attachment to him 
once they knew him," a former 


colleague said. “He had no 
stomach for intrigues between 
departments. His decisions 
were always to the point Per- 
sonality didn’t come into it. 
He read the- material. He 
worked a lot at home. He lis- 
tened very attentively.’’ 

Michael Bruno was born in 
Hamburg in 1932. Has German 
Jewish family moved to Pales- 
tine a year later after Hitler rose 
to power. Bruno came to Eng- 
land to read Mathematics and 
Economics at Cambridge, then 
took a doctorate at Stanford in 
California. 

Back in Israel, he worked at 
the Bank of Israel from 1957 to 
1963, when he joined foe Eco- 
nomics department of foe He- 
brew University of Jerusalem. 
He was appointed to the Carl 
Melchior chair of internation- 
al economics in 1970 and was 
awarded an Israel Prize, his 
countiy's highest honour for 
scholastic or artistic achieve- 
ment, in 1994. . 

After returning to Jerusalem 


from Washington earlier this 
year, knowing that his condition 
was incurable, Bruno threw 
himself bravely into the task of 
upgrading his old university’s 
department of economics info 
a semi-independent school with 
new funding. He hoped he 
would have tune to help restore 
some of its waning reputation. 

PoliticaBy, Bruno was on foe 
left of Israeli politics, defined in 
terms of attitude towards the 
Arab neighbours, rather than foe 
ownership of tbe means of pro- 
duction, distribution and ex- 
change. He was among the 
founders of foe Peace Now 
movement in 1978 and was ac- 
tive in both its demonstrations 
and its inner counsels. In advance 
of the 1981 general election, 
Bruno persuaded tbe Labour 
Party to write into its platform 
that it did not want Israel to go 
on ruling another people. 

He inherited the German 
Jew’s love of music and foe arts, 
attending concerts until shortly 
before his death. He was married 


twice, and is survived by both 
wives and by two sons and a 
daughter freon his first marriag e. 

Eric Silver 

On three occasions in 1955-56, 
writes Dun DatyeH, Michael 
Bruno came to Scotland to stay 
in ray home during the Christ- 
mas and Easter vacations, when 
returning to Israel was too dif- 
ficult and expensive. At that 
time, he was an engineer- 
turned -economist graduate, 
who had been sent to King's 
College, Cambridge on the rec- 
ommendation of Don Patinkin. 
Prolessor of Economics at foe 
Hebrew University. 

We had the privilege of be- 
ing supervised together by Har- 
ry Johnson, Nicky Kaldor, 
Robin Marris and Joan Robin- 
sera. Bruno’s particular interests 
were trade cycle theory, as out- 
lined by Roy Harrod and 
Michael Kaletsky, and under- 
development, especially foe 
work of Professor Ragnar 
Nurkse - both subjects of great 


importance to Israel at that 
time. 

Bruno was a workaholic by 
nature, which trait was rein- 
forced by a tremendous sense 
of obligation to bis fellow coun- 
trymen in Israel, who had made 
his further education possible. 
He once summed it up: “You 
cannot quite understand, here 
in Britain, when I tell you that 
l have to work to contribute to 
foevery survival of mycountiy." 
He was also a real believer in 
manual work. Once when he 
was staying in Scotland a cattle 
grid was needed; he instantly of- 
fered to build it, and did, with 
me as his labourer. 

At Christmas 1956, 1 was in- 
vited to stay with bis parents at 
their home in Haifa. Michael 
was away, as he often was, do- 
ing part of his military service 
in the Negev. Dr Bruno, his fa- 
ther, told me of foe dreum- 
stances which he believed had 
contributed to foe formation of 
his son’s outlook on the world. 
A grateful patient in his med- 


ical practice in Hamburg bad 
summoned him to his house late 
at night on the pretest of an 
emergency call on behalf of his 
infont daughter. “When I ar- 
rived, he said it was not Greta 
who was 31, let alone in danger 
- ‘It is you and your family. J 
have Nan connections, but am 
grateful to you -gel oat of Ham- 
burg tomarrowP " Mercifully, as 
Michael Bruno said later: “We 
took the hint and survived - 
many of my parents’ friends did 
not and were to perish in . foe 
Holocaust" 

Having scrambled to Pales- 
tine, Dr Bruno confirmed that 
foe apocryphal story of new 
builders passing bricks to one 
another, “ danke, HerrLehrer*', 
“ danke, HerrZahnarzT , " danke, 
Herr Professor’’, was literally 
true in his case. He had built 
houses when he first arrived. 

Michael Bruno’s childhood 
was spent partly at the Kibbutz 
of Guivat Brenner. His younger 
brother, Danny Bruno, a tough 
Kibbulznik. took me to foe Na- 


bal Kibbutz at Revivim in the 
Negev Desert Hris had beenone 
of foe more inhospitable spots 
on foe face of foe planet 
Michael Bruno joined us. 
Morale was extremely high. The 
place exuded comradeship. 
Ashkenazi (German-born) 
Brunos and Sabra (from foe 
wardfornriddy pear, used to de- 
scribe Kibbutz-bom) Israelis £01 
on famously: “There is nothing 

atingreaf ’contentment" 

When my wife Kathleen and 
I in 1991 spent an evening at 
Michael Bruno’s home, when he 
had become an extremely influ- 
ential central banker nationally 
and internationally, he was still 
foe same person; “coping with 
adversity” was what Michael 
Bruno’s life was all about. 

Michael Bruno, economise bom 
Hamburg 30 Jufy 1932; married 
1958 Oft u Hanoch (rufe Hirshen- 
berg, mamage dissolved; two sons, 
one daughter). Net/a Ben-Porat; 
died Jerusalem 25 December 1996. 
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Appointments 
Mr Adrian Charles Smith, in be a ar- 
cuil judge, assigned to dw Northern 
Circuit. 

Mrs Sarah Anne Williams, to be n 
full-lime chairman ofSodal Securi- 
ty Appeal Tribunals. Medical Appeal 
Tribunals, Disability Appeal Tri- 
bunals and Child Support Appeal 
Tribunals, 

Mr ftttrict Tafltol QC and Ms So- 
nia Proodman QC to be Benchers 
ot Lincoln's Inn. 

The Eari of Lichfield. to he Deputy 
Lieutenant for the County of 
Sliifloidshln?. 


Inner Temple 

The to flowing have hcen elected 
Masters of the Bench of the Inner 
Temple: 

Mr tusks KMth: Judge Weeks OC Mr 
Miduri Spams OC: Mr Rutk-nci. Denver 
OC; MmOcucvra Cm UG Mr Victor Hsn- 
rfc OC: Mr ftkhanl Pfcmkr OC. 


Changing of the Guard 
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Birthdays . . 

TODAY! Mr Intlkhab Alam. farmer 
Pakistan cricketer, 55; Mr Lew 
Ayres, actor, 88; Mr Tkny Butcher, 
footballer. 38; Mr William Camps, 
former Master of Pembroke College, 
Cambridge, 86; Mr Donald Carr, 
irickrler, 70; Sir ElKs Clarke, former 
president, Trinidad and Tobago, 79; 
Major Madeleine Graggs, secretary, 
Imperial Cancer Research Find, 
51; Mr Thomas Gould VC, 82; Mr 
Max Hastings, editor-in-chief, the 
London Earning Standard , 51; Mr 
Rov Hattersley MP, 64; Mr Noel 
Johnson, actor. 80. Mr Nigel 
Kennedy, violinist, 40, Mrs Fiances 
Morrell, former leader, ILEA. 59; Sir 
Patrick O'Connor, former Lord J os- 
lice of Appeal, 82; Mrs Bridget 
Prentice MR 44; Mr Simon Raven, 
author and playwright* 69, Mrs Joan 
Ruddock MP. 53; Dame Maggie 
Smith, actress, 62; Tbe Right Rev 
Wflifam Westwood, former Bishop 
of Peterborough. 71; The Hon Ge- 
offrey Wilson, former chairman. 
Delta pic. 67. 

TOMORROW: June, Marchioness of 
Aberdeen and Tcmair, musical di- 
rector and conductor, S3; Mi Andrew 
Bachc. ambassador to Denmark, 
57; Sir Richard Beaumont, Former 
'diploma!, Lord Beawabreok. for- 
mer chairman, Beavmbrook Foun- 
dation. 45; Mr John ConnelL former 
chairman, ihc Distillers Co, 72; Mr 
Bernard Cribbins, actor, 68; 
Baroness Demon of Wakefield, Far- 
tfamentaiy Uader-Scoetaiy, North- 
ern Ireland, 61: Miss Man<ume 
Faithfull, singer and actress. W 
General Sir Robert Fbrti, former gov- 
ernor, Royal Hospital, Chels ea. 7 3; 
Professor Laurence Gower, former 
Vice-Chancellor, Southampton Uni- 
versity, 83; Mr David 
chief constable of Humberside. 66; 
Mr Roger Hart, ambassador wAn- 
gola. 53; Sir Simon 
dent. Rival Horticultural Scatty, 62; 


MrTbrry Lewis MP, 61; Miss Mary 
Tyler Moore, actress, 59; Mr Martin 
Offiah, rugby player, 30: Mr Iain Pax- 
ion, rugby player, 39; Mr Peter 
Robinson MR 48: Mr Alan Rns- 
hridger, editor, die Guardian, 43; The 
Right Rev Mark Santer, Bishop of 
Birmingham, 50; Sir Kenneth Sharp, 
chartered accountant, 70 ; Mr Har- 
vey Smith, show-jumper, 58; Mr 
Jon Voight, actor, 58; Sir Edward 
Stratum Williams QC, former judge, 
IS. 

Anniversaries 

TODAt Births: Thomas Woodrow 
Wilson, 28th US president, 1856; 
Philip Wilson Steei, artist, I860; St 
John Greer Ervine, playwright and 
dramatic critic, 1383; Earl “fttha" 
Hines, jazz pianist, 1905. Deaths; St 
Francis de Sales, 1622; Queen Maiy 
D (of William and Mary), 1694; Rob 
Roy (Robert Macgregpr), clan chief; 
1734; Thomas Batringion Macaulay, 
Gist Baron Macaulay, author and 
statesman, 1859; George Robert 
Gissing. novelist, 1903; Alexaodre- 
Gustave Eiffel engineer, 1923; Mau- 
rice Joseph Ravel, composer. 1937; 
Victor Emmanuel 111, former King 
of Italy. 1947; Jack lovelock; athlete 
and surgeon, killed 1949; Paul Hin- 
demith, composer, 1963; Sam Peck- 
inpah, fUm director. 1984. On this 
day: Westminster Abbey was dedi- 
cated, 5065; Spain recognised the in- 
dependence of Mexico, 1836; in the 
United States, foe first patent for 
cheving gum was issued, 1869; the 
world's Gist public fihn show took 
place in fttris. 1895; Messina, Sicily 
was almost completely destroyed 
by an earthquake, when aver 150,000 
fow were lost, 1908; the indepen- 
dence of Estonia was proclaimed!, 
1917; the Irish Free State became the 
Republic of Ireland, 1937; Ahmea 
Sockamo was elected president of 
the Indonesian Republic, 1949. 1b- 
is foe Ffcsst Day Of St Ah tony of 


LtSrms. The Holy Innocents (Ctril- 
dermas) and St Theodore the 
Sanctified. 

TOMORROW: Births: Jeanne-AD- 
(oinette. Marquise de Pompadour, 
mistress of Louis XV, 1721; Charles 
Macintosh, chemist and inventor ot 
waterproof do thing. 1766; Charles 
Goodyear, inventor of vulcanised 
rubber, 1800; WUKam Ewart Glad- 
stone, statesman, 1809; Alexander 
Partes, chemist, inventor of a second 
method of vulcanising rubber. 1813; 
Pablo Casals, cellist, 1876; Vera 
Mary Brittain, author, pacifist and 
f eminis t, 1893; Klaus £m3 Julius 
Fuchs, Soviet Spy, 1911. Deaths: St 
Thomas i Beclcen, murdered 1 170; 
Jacqnes-Louis David, painter, 1825; 
WEffiam Crotch, composer, 1847; 
Christina Georgina Rossetti, poet, 
1894; Rainer Maria Rilke, poet, 
1926; Daoakl Robert Feny Marquis, 
journalist and humorist, 1937; The 
Eari of Stockton. (Harold Macmil- 
lan), statesman, 1986. On this day. 
the Theatre Royal. Haymaitei, Lon- 
don, opened, 1720; Sarah Siddons, 
as Portia, made her first appearance 
on the Lcwkm stage, 1775; Texas be- 
came the 28th of foe United Stats. 
1845; the massacre at Wounded 
Knee, South Dakota, took place, 
when 200 Sioux Indians were killed, 
1890; Radio Luxembourg started op- 
erauqg, 1930; Ihe Cty of London^ was 
the subject of a fire-bomb raid, 
UWfl; the msgpdat Life cessed pub- 
lication, 1971Today is the Bsast Day 
of St Ebrulf orEwotilt St Marcci- 
lus Alrimetes, St Thomas of Can- 
terbury rad St 'frophiimis of Aries. I 

Lectures 

TODAY 

Hite Gallery: Laurence Bradbury, 
“Post Modernism", 1pm. 
TOMORROW 

Due Gallery: Laurence Bradbury, 
“Post Modernism", Z30pm. 


Children need the Bible’s melodrama 


As if life isn’t tougb enough already 
when you’re five, Jamie was told one day 
after school that he had been cast as an 
angel in the nativity play. He announced 
this with dignified restraint, as he stood 
in the hallway wearing his favourite Liv- 
erpool away strip, quietly smouldering at 
tbe prospect of having to exchange it for 
public humiliation in tights, tinsel and 
feathers. 

It wasn't until foe following Saturday 
morning that the idea for bis rescue 
came to me. We were watching cartoons 
which came, one after the other, with the 
same stoiyline: always our heroes, against 
all odds, engaged in a death-defying 
struggle to thwart some archetypal pow- 
er-crazed evQ character poised to destroy 
the world. They were in /act apocalyptic. 
The next time Jamie mentioned the 
dreaded event I told him foe stories of 
MichaeJ and the dragon in foe sulphurous 
lake, and of Daniel's vision of the mes- 
senger with fiery torches for eyes. These 
angels in their indigenous habitat, apoc- 
alyptic, caught Jamie unawares and, in his 
imagination, he said they seemed more Eke 
Gladiators. Once he had provided the key, 
ft was a short step to the day when he was 
able to stride on stage and bellow “Fear 
Not" with all the force and attitude of the 
Wolf-man, and no hint of foe traditional 
Good Faiiy anywhere in sight. 

If Jamie had been granted a Sash ofin- 
aght, mine was to dawn more siowiy. Days 
later, as I browsed the children's Bibles 
in the local bookstore, I realised they were 
all foe same: David, Goliath, wise men, 
shepherds, fishermen, loaves and fishes, 
and an angd who looked almost indecently 
innocent No stare failing out of foe sky. 


Meanings of 
Christmas 

The Rev Andrew Spurr argues 
that Bible stories must be 
allowed to frighten and disturb 
us. Sentimentality merely 
inoculates children against 
real faith and mystery. 

earthquakes, rivers of blood, and certainly 
no angels on horseback. It was as if 4,000 
years of religious vision and i m agi n ation 
bad been taken on by Enid Btyioo. and 
Enid Blyton had won. The churches, des- 
perate to retain their influence, have been 
co-conspirators in this inoculation of a 
weak representation of faith into children 
which has rendered them immune to the 
real thing when they get to an age when 
life starts to bite back. Then we wonder 
why our young abandon church at foe age 
wben they experience the mini-apocalypse 
of their hormones kicking in. 

Yet Matthew’s tale ts an ominous 
dream-directed narrative with more ter- 
ror than joy. Joseph’s dreams suspend (he 
dread of his fiancee’s infidelity, anticipate 
foe hoofbeats of Herod’s horses, and 
prompt the safe time to return from hid- 
ing. The child whom he protects is sOent 
at the centre of this dark talc; we know 
little other than that he has escaped Who 


is this child: who can inspire such pro- 
tection in Joseph, awe in the astrologers, 
hatred in Herod? Behind him is a grisly 
trail of carnage as the hopes of parents 
for foe future are destroyed. The vi- 
ciousness withdraws leaving foe eerie 
wail of Rachel, symbol of motherhood, dy- 
ing out into foe darkness, her head back 
baying at foe moon for all time, 

Luke offers an enchanting tale set 
against foe backdrop of Imperial Rome. 
A young woman in an occupied country, 
engaged to a descendant of an indigenous 
folk-hero, is visited by an angel of war who 
announces foal her child will assume foe 
throne of foe nation. Her assent initiates 
a course of events more powerful than she 
can imagine. 

Ln foe meantime, the elderly, who 
have kepi vigil for a new day, are rewarded 
by their own annunciation. Zechariah is 
told be will be the father of a son by a wife 
as old as Sarah’s laugh. He is struck mute, 
and at the birth of ms son he will sing. 

Who is this child, who is quietly at the 
centre of all this enchantment, where bar- 
ren women and virgins conceive, angels 
direct events; and Mary’s heart, where all 
these things are treasured, is promised a 
sword? 

These stories arc filled with fear and 
awe. They point to a life which will later 
have even more danger and wonder than 
surrounded its birth. When we neglect to 
introduce them to our children, they are 
denied foe chance to see real power at an 
age when their capacity for dread and en- 
chantment is at its keenest. The oppor- 
tunity evades them to trust that tbe hand 
of God is present ’Mien they are amazed, 
or when their life is shattered by tragedy. 
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Peace on Earth, 



L et's start with the optimism. The 
world is at peace this Christmas, or 
most of it is anyway. There are no 
inter-state battles underway and though 
there are plenty of civil conflicts, there prob- 
ably have been fewer wars this year than at 
any time for decades. Dozens of small-scale 
and very violent conflicts have flared, it is 
true; but Bosnia has not gone back to war, 
Russia has not disintegrated, China has not 
gone to war over Taiwan, the conflicts of 
knit hem Africa are waning, and the long 
guerrilla wars of central and south America 
seem to be unwinding. 

There are plenty of reasons why conflict 
is at a low ebb. The main one is the evapo- 
ration of the Cold War, the historic 50-year- 
long struggle between Russia and America. 
Thar has left the US, like Britain at the end 
of the Napoleonic Wars, as the sole power 
that is able to exert its influence wherever 
and whenever it wants. 

Since Immanuel Kant and Adam Smith, 
liberals have hoped that trade and invest- 
ment would bring perpetual peace by making 
every state more familiar and inter-depen- 
dent with its neighbours in a family of 
nations. As anyone who has just spent two 
days locked inside with their nearest and 
dearest will testify, familiarity and proximity 
do not always help to ensure harmony. But 


there is- some truth in this idea: the Euro- 
pean Union and regional trading blocks 
around the world are removing barriers and 
bringing cc untries closer together in the pur- 
suit of greater material wealth. 

But it is at this point in the argument that 
the optimism pales. We do not have a sin- 
gle formula for perpetual peace, and (like 
Tolstoy's unhappy families) all wars are 
unalike, with widely varying causes which are 
not susceptible to a single answer. There are 
plenty of reasons to think that, viewed his- 
torically, 'his Christmas is about as peace- 
ful as humanity gets. The next 12 months 
may well be more violent than the last. The 
world is less prone to war, but there is not 
a lot of goodwill around; as City analysts 
would put it, downside risks abound. 

The Middle East is the main cause for con- 
cern. As in Northern Ireland, a peace 
process has bloomed and then wilted. It is 
now in great danger of fading altogether. 
There is little goodwill between the Pales- 
tinians and the Israelis since the electioa of 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu threat- 
ened to destroy the Oslo process. 

The Gulf, too, is a volatile place with both 
Iraq and Iran unhappy at the status quo and 
eager to disrupt the US-led regional frame- 
work that emerged in an ad hoc way from 
the Gulf War. And the coalition behind the 
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United States in the region is as shaky as 
ever, asdemonstrated yesterday by France's 
deexsidp to withdraw its planes from the sides 
over Northern Iraq- ' 

■ China is the other blip on the radar. It is 
a country undergoing fantastically rapid 
economic and . social change, with an 
unsteady political apparatus that sometimes 
seems barely able to contain what is going 
’on within its borders. China's growing 
nationalism may .be contained, and its 
. efforts -to resolve Its border problems with 
India apd Russia are laudable. Nor is the 
dnus-b^izig in the US over the ‘"Chinese 
threat* particularly helpful. Nevertheless, 
as last year's confr o ntation with Taiwan 
showed, there is always the potential 
for China’s many disputes with its neigh- 
bours to escalate. 

What the peace reminds us of, however, 
is that war is not an organic necessity in any 
part of the world. The presence of rising and 
falling States, border disputes, economic and 
environmental tension and ethnic conflict, 
can be handled, or contained, with hard work 
and ingenuity. Goodwill cannot be eogj- 

- neered,?but peace can be held even where 
fraternity runs thin. 

- That must not stop us seeking room for 
improvement. Conflict prevention through 
diplomacy and confidence-building mea- 


smescan&iDctkraifitis ^ 

me „d it to any su* that has - " * 


mtomicture and civil sooetyata ■ 
mctjsvTta L That »* * £%*&% 
slowly in Bosnia, but it is , 

learnin g. The last seven years have taught us 
a lot about war and peace. 

All of these lessons apply to 
Western powers, those with * e 
punch, diplomatic strength and wononuc 
clout to fight wars or to stop them if they 
want to. But they are also lessons ,f < orone 


man wuu is uwuuuw* — a , , 

season a little more than most after getting 
just what he wanted for Christmas. 
Arman, the new United Nations Secretary- 
General, has plenty of experience of keep- 
ing the peace from his years as an interna- 
tional cnSservant. He is well-equipped to 
guide the organisation principally charged 
with maintaining the security of the whole 
world at such an important time. Let s hope 
tha t he can take us through another, still 
more peaceful year ahead. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Powers of DTI inspectors are an offence against natural justice 


Sir: Your view (Business comment. 
18 December) that DTI reports 
should continue to play an 
important role in ‘the apparatus for 
determining blame" in corporate 
malfeasance is at best controversial 

The massive expense of DTI 
reports, not to mention the 
bureaucratic inefficiency and 
inordinate delays, makes their 
public service highly questionable. 
But more importantly, the 
exceptional powers conferred upon 
DTI inspectors are contrary to 
natural justice. 

If one speaks to those who have 
been subjected to the oppressive 
procedure of Dll inspectors, the 
themes are all too familiar. They 
consistently complain of prejudice 
on the part of inspectors; of 
disjointed and disorderly questions; 


of interviews conducted in 
windowless rooms; of being pressed 
to react instantly to questions 
relating back many years. 

Inspectors are entitled to rely 
upon evidence that would be 
inadmissible in a court of law. They 
are not required to reveal the 
identities of witnesses and so those 
under investigation are denied the 
right to confront or cross-examine 
their accusers. 

It is unacceptable that reports 
prepared in this manner are 
routinely published with massive 


publicity, even though the findings 
are likely to destroy the reputations 


are likely to destroy the reputations 
of those under investigation. 
GRANT MACKRILL 
Busfuy, Hertfordshire 


Sir: The real iniquity of the 


Government’s proposal to abolish the 
two-hour limit for children working 
on Sundays ( ,( Unions move to sign up 
child workers”, 21 December) is that 
it will result in more children working 
above the current permitted weekly 
total of 3) hours. 

Although the Government claims 
there will be no significant change, 
as the overall limit on working hours 
will remain the same, in reality 
many children will be pressured by 
poverty and their employees to work 
above the permitted weekly 
maximum. 

Unrepentant scrooges will be 
rubbing their hands in glee. In 1996 
the chances of a firm being 
inspected by the authorities are in . 
the order of once every six years, 
and those caught offending will 
suffer only a small financial penalty. 


One factory inspector’s report 
noted that: 

“The profit to be gained by it 
{violation of a Factory Act] appears 
to be, to many, a greater temptation 
than they can resist; they calculate 
upon the chance of not being found 
out and when they see the small 
amount of penalty and costa, which 
those who have been convicted have 
to pay, they find that if they should 
be detected there will still be a 
considerable balance of gain.” 

That report was published in 
1856. Tragically, 140 years later, we 
have slipped rack into the full 
viciousness of the 19th-century 
economy. 

Dr GARY SLAPPER 
Director, Institute of Industrial and 
Commercial Law 
Staffordshire University ■ 


Fox-hunting 
long overdue 
for reform 


Sir. Your leader column (24 
December) cannot argue that fox- 
hunting is cruel but shouldn’t be 
banned, on the basis there are many 
objectionable minority groups a! 



large. Not much of an argument! 
It's not about an urban-driven 


It's not about an urban-driven 
class war - a majority of rural 
residents oppose fox-hunting and 
many suffer from trespass, blocked 
roads, intimidation of dissenters, 
and offensive arrogance from 
people who think they have a right 
to impose their minority standards 
on u majority, including the use of 
public land. Hunting is not a 
harmless activity. 

The impact of fox predation is 
much exaggerated, but if they have to 
be controlled, hunting with Hounds is 
the least effective way of doing it 
This has no other justification than 
entertainment. Good management 
of game and livestock is a priority, 
and effective an J humane methods 
ot control are available. 

When Parliament receives more 
than 250.UUU letters and a one- 
millii in-namc petition called for the 
abolition of hunting. MPs take 
notice. A future Labour government 
will have many priorities to tackle, 
but a society that puts little value on 
the suffering ol animals often puts 
little value on the suffering of people. 

Labour is entirely right to tackle 
what is a moral Issue long overdue 
for reform. Our commitment to a 
tree voie on this is a manifesto one. 

Only Labour has promised ibis, 
and lor those people who think this 
issue is important they now have a 
clear choice at the next election. 
E1UOT1 MORLEYMP 
latum Spokcspcrxon for Animal 
millin' 

House of Ovnnums 
London Stt'I 


(S fishing cruel too? Anglers argue that they are deeply caring towards their prey Photograph: Angling Times 


Sir: Your leader quite correctly 
exposed the hypocriw of the anti- 
hunt case, and outlined the 
contradictions and sound libertarian 
arguments which should encourage 
Labour politicians to treat the issue 
with caution. 

Regrettably, it also gave substance 
to the erroneous view that hunting is 
the preserve of the wealthy 
-aristocracy", a view of huntiog 
which is very far from the truth. The 
vast majority of people who follow 
hounds in this country do so on foot 
or in cars, and include those who are 
retired, unemployed or low-paid. 

Not even a majority of the 45.000 
regular mounted IbUowcrs would 
consider themselves cither 
aristocratic or w ealthy. They work 
hard, and sacrifice little luxuries like 
holidays or nights out so they can 
afford to keep a horse and follow 
hounds. 

Many would consider themselves 
“working-class" and many are 
traditional Labour voters: which is 
why many Labour candidates in 
■•winnahle" rural constituencies are 


becoming increasingly worried that 
hunting may be the Issue which costs 
them a seat. 

JANET GEORGE 
London SE11 


Sir: Whoever wrote your leading 
article appears to have absolutely 


article appears to have absolutely no 
idea about anglers and fishing, as our 
purpose is not to “malm or k3r* the 
fish we catch. 

Yes. game anglers catch salmon 
and trout for the table, but the vast 
majority of anglers simply pit their 
wits and expertise against the species 
of fish they are endeavouring to 
catch, be it for financial reward in 
match fishing, or for personal 
satisfaction in specimen, specialist or 
pleasure fishing. 

.All the anglers I know go to groat 
lengths to ensure the safety and 
welfare of fish they catch, with 
specially designed* equipment and 
unhooking hats to ensure this end, 
prior to releasing them back into 
their watery domain. Anglers care 
about the environment and the fish 
and wQdlifc that are part of our 


Sin The line you take in your leader 
about fox-hunting seems a sensible 
one. There arc, indeed, numerous 
activities which can be a nuisance to 
non-participants. However, my vote 
would at present still be for the 


abolition of fox-hunting because of 
the falsehood of it alL 

I used to leach in a fox-hunting 
area, and amongst my pupils were 
the kennelman's sons. It was quite 
dear from their diary work that the 
hunt bred foxes. 

At about the same time I saw 
demonstrated a fox trap. This large 
device, holding bait, shut when a fox 
entered. The animal was free to 
move about until shat the next 
momine. As a cheap and efficient 


device, it conidnotb 
RICHARD WELCH 
Denbigh, Gwyd 


bettered. 


Virgin Mary tougher than you think Out of work, but ‘jobless’ no more 


bit; ] would agree with Daphne 
Hampton that the Church has 
traditionally used the “\lrgin 
Mother" as a slick in beat women 
iFuith and Reason, 21 December). 
Howev cr. the idea of Maty being 
passiseh. frankly ridiculous. 

Not only is she approached 
directly by God as one free to make 
her own decision, bur she insists that 
the Angel explains himself. Then she 
gives her consent, which is freely 
given and not mediated by any male 
relative. 

It could have exposed her to death 
by stoning, as she could not know 
tow Joseph would react. 

There arc in fact mi passh e 
women in the Gospels. 

In their dealings with Jesus they 
argue, challenge, make demands, 
recognise him as Messiah and are 


treated with respect hv him. 

JOSEJOHNES 

Cnmie, Hereford & Kiirmrer 


Sin Daphne Hampson repeats that 
the description of Mary in Matthew's 
Gospel as a “virgin” is based on a 
mistranslation of the Greek text of 
Isaiah ? from the original Hebrew. It 
is a non scqiutur because the Gospel 
of Luke also says that Maty was a 
virgin and does not refer to it as the 
fulfilment of Isaiah's prophecy. 
Further, scholars arc satisfied’ that 
Luke's source was totally’ 
independent of Matthew. 

alanpaveun 

Chiskhunt. Kent 


Sir. The “sharp loll in the 
jobless"(report, 19 December) need 
not “refuel rate fears" if ray 
experience &> anything to go by. I was 
registered as unemployed, and would 
have remained soil the rules had not 
been changed when the Job Seekers 
Allowance was introduced. 

While the Job Centre did not pay 
me anything, my National Insurance 
contributions were kept up and I 
benefited from concessionary 
entrance prices to venues ranging 
from my local leisure centre to the 
Natural Htstoiy Museum. 

I was allowed to “sign on" 
formightly by post, as r five some 
seven miles from the Job Centre in 


Watford. This saved me time and 
money, and reduced road pollution. 
With the Job Seekers Allowance 
came a new rule that postal clients 
could only remain so if they could not 
reach the Job Centre by public 
transport in under one hour. 

Not being prepared logo through 
the inconvenient and slightly tacky 
process of signing on in person, this, 
my firsLencounterwith the benefits 

alteged “reduction” numempktyinent 
of 95,800 in November. Of course, the 
reality of my unemployed state has ran 
changed. 

DEREKS ALLEN 
Rickmansworth, Hertfordshire 


Letters shook! be addressed to Leoen to the Editm; The Independent. One Canada Square. Canity Wharf; London E145DL 
tFwc 0171-293 2656; e-milk letters^ independoiUauik) and Include a daytime telephone number. 

Letters may be edited tor length and clarity. We regret W are unable to acknowledge unpublished letters. 






Fear prevents aid 
for rape victims 


Sin As a society we are no longer 
cultural^, physically or juefidafly 
capable of coming to the defence of 
a rape victim. 

Thirty years ago, the cries of* 
rape victim might have reached the 
ears of an ex-serviceman who. 
confident in his physical ability, 
training, and the backing of society 
and the law, would have been 
admirably equipped to see off any 
would-be rapisL. 

Ibday, a rapist will at least be 
armed with a knife, but if arty 
would-be rescuer were to consider 


rivers, lakes and canals. Yes wc do gpt 
great pleasure from our sport, but we 
deeply care about the welfare of what 
we catch and safety return. 

DA BEAUMONT 
KnockhoU, Kent 


intervention equipped with a tyre 
iron or a crook-lock, to defend the 
life of both the victim and himself 
he might end up in the dock rather 
than the villain. 

Until good, moral sense - in the 
form of a logical interpretation of 
reasonable action in the face of 
violent crime - is restored, and the 
right-mBKied dozen is once again 
fully supported against the violent 
criminal, there wSl be many more 
Chislehursts. 

DEADSFORTH 

Winchester 


Rally crowded 


Sir: I was dismayed to read the 
caption accompanying the beautiful 
photograph of Jayne Blair taken at 
the Belfast Peace Rally (23 
December). Ear from being 
disappointed, Yorkshire Television, 
as one of the organisers, was 
delighted with the crowd. 

To say there were only a few 
hundred at the event was totally 
misleading. The police estimate 
alone was a cro w d of around two 
thousand. 

PAULINE DUFFY 
Executive Producer- Peace JRaBy 
Ibrkshire Television 
Leeds 


Clever Sir Tim 


LETTER front 
THE EDITOR 


Sir; The “bystander apathy” 
reported by Ann Treaeman (“Why 
Good Samaritans drove by”, 23 
December) is handty a rarity- as a 
Community Police Officer on a 
council estate it is something I 
contend with every day. 

However, further to Professor 
Latane's opinion, I would say that 
the resistance to actively help 
someone when others are around is 
because of a fear of how those 
others wifi react - in short, we don’t 
feel we can rely on the goodwill of 
our feBow citizens to back us up. (If 
I bad stopped to help, who would 
have stopped for me when the knife 
was turned in my direction?). 

The sadness is that apathy is 
infectious. A decade of selfish, 
economics, a criminal justice system 
that fails to protect victims and 
witnesses, and pressure groups that 
constantly harp on about individual 
rights have all contributed to the 
present mindset, which fails to 
recognise that as individuals we also 
have responsibilities. 

JON FRANKLIN 
Oxford 
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Sir Sir Tim Rice is apparently upset 
that he has not been receiving 
sufficient accolades for his “Evita" 
lyrics (“ ‘Evita* puts spotlight on 
creative feud”, 18 Deramber) . 

He is correct. In. his 1976 album 
and 1978 stage scripts he described 
Eva Feron as u a new world 
Madonna with a golden touch”. 

This line has had to be changed in 
the recent film to avoid the 
confusion Sir Tim so mischievously 
anticipated. 

Dr LAURENCE GERUS 
London Wl 


Christmas brought so much excitement to Coronation Street that, 
by companson, what happened in Bethlehem 2,000 years am 
seemerilike a non-event - Roy HatfersJe* Labour MP * 

MaritynMonroe the role model for my.generation. She was 
V 16 m S* ^ *1 " ■ a godLs - Ali« S 

^Z^y a mmdudnea " 

f° r . IJne»\dhe n a car had an L-plate on the back of it it 

!? d 2£2 t ^l lt !2 s ^ in S «wn by a leper - BiaBoTi 
American author of a best-selGng book aboui Britain ^ 
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shopping 


Reduced-price insanity 

The January sale is crunch-time for the serious shopaholic, writes Jane Furnival 


S anta has brought us everything on 
our Christmas lists. So why did 
thousands of us feel the need to 
rush back to the shops on Boxing 
Day for such treasures as a swimsuit made 
out of garden string, a cherub with a rugby 
player's broken nose and a pair of thigh- 
high boots that fall down? (Those are just 
the failures HI confess to.) 

Going to the January sales is a primitive 
ritual. We gather to make a killing. Prices 
are “slashed" and “cut" and written in 

Wood-red, the colour that makes our brains 
excited, sexually turned on and sometimes 
angry. If s a lottery. The promise Is prizes 
for all, rf only you rummage enough. Sales 
are also a great escape from post-Christ- 
mas family stress. Shops provide a safe, 
happy environment with everything neat, 
a smiley staff and a pampering atmosphere, 
not to mention the feeling that you, the cus- 
tomer, can do no wrong. 

Its usually women who spend, spend, 
spend on sales but that doesn't mean they 
are somehow biologically the Shopping Sex. 
it is simply that they are conditioned to 
shop, thinks Dr Sheila Rossan, a sexual 
stereotype specialist at Brunei University. 

“It has to do with the fact that tradi- 
tionally men have been highly directed 
shoppers because until recently stores 
were closed after working hours," she says. 

Women, on the other hand, have had 
more spare time and therefore been able 
to browse and pick and choose. The more 
ardent women shop in pairs. A recent fly- 
on-the-wall documentary at London's 
Harvey Nichols revealed only one woman 
by herself in the whole store. “Women like 
someone else's opinion, it's a social activ- 
ity,” Dr Rossan says. 

Perhaps for dedicated shoppers, “sale- 
ing" is a continuation of the Christmas party 
feeling, when it is acceptable to be a little 
out of control. We rationalise our useless 
bargains by saying we're stocking up. 1 have 
seen “salers" copy the purchases of some- 
one smarter next to them in the store. Per- 
haps Harvey Nicks and Co should try plant- 
ing a few shoppers with model looks next 
to the atrocious stock, it would move fester. 

“Saie-oholics feel exonerated by the cost 
reduction,” explains Dr Ludwig Lowenstein, 
the shoppers’ shrink, a psychologist who 
detoxes shopping addicts, or “onamanracs" 
as they're known. He will only take a 
patient if they drop their weapons and go 
peacefully by giving up their credit cards. 

Compulsive shoppers are at the extreme 
end of the spectrum of the browser-gath- 
erer kind of shopper. Browsers seek a bit 
of a cheer-up. Compulsive shoppers really 
think they can fill their inner emptiness 
with material thinfp. Shoes are at the top 
of their shopping list - 98.5 million pairs 
of women's shoes were sold this year - 
followed by perfume and clothes. 

“I feel sorry for those bom rich. Some feel 
they haven't got everything and are often 
depressed and anxious," says Dr Lowen- 
stein. The less well-off end up committing 
fraud and going to prison to pay their bills. 

Compulsive shoppers are like nympho- 
maniacs. Just as unsatisfied women rifle 
through every available man in search of 
the one who can give them the orgasm 
they have never had, these shoppers get 
their fix from the surge of adrenaline they 
get from spotting what might be ... The 
Solution, the Ultimate Thing that will really 
fulfil them. But then, like a dmg, the feel- 
ing wears off and they have to shop to start 
the cycle again. 

The Duchess of York is their patron saint 



Good thing 



Philippe Starck's 14" portable TV 

Tilts conveniently so that you can 
watch it in bed. If you lose the 
remote control, whistle and it will 
answer. A sure collector's 
piece, reduced to £199 
from £230. 

Selfridges, Oxford Street, London - 
sale starts 9am December 27. 


and Awful Warning. Even when on her 
uppers, she would spend thousands to get 
herself out of a downer. She probably 
couldn't tell you what she bought 

The more controlled kind of shopper 
doesn't have this hunger. She is a hunter. 
The Opportunist. 

Shawna Moss is a freelance shopping 
adviser based at London's Grosvenor 
House Hotel. “Evening dresses are brilliant 
buys in the sales," she advises. “So expen- 
sive otherwise." She takes her clients to 
dress hire shops which often sell lightly 


Bad tiling 

.‘'<2 




Linen pillowcases for £58.65, reduced 
from £68.95 from The White Company 
(0171-385 7988). Save your money 
and marriage by going to bed rather 
than staying up late ironing them. 

Lunn Antiques offer similar new 
linen pillowcases at £34 a pair. 

Mail order possible. 86 New 
King's Road, London, SW6 
(0171-736 4638). 


Sure thing 



Most shops give extra discounts, sale - 
previews and reduced price parking to 
storecard holders. Don't wait to apply 
on the first sale day or you’ll miss the 
bargains. Apply in advance - and 
remember to ask for a temporary card 
in time for the sale. 

Harvey Nichols - 0171-235 5000 
Harrods- 017 1-730 1234 
House of Fraser -0171-834 1515 


worn Cinderella ball gowns, like One Night 
Stand (44 Pimlico Road, London, SW1, 
0171-730 8708). 

Never be impressed by the name tag, 
she advises. “I see people get carried away 
by designer names in sales.” 

Her other tip is to negotiate the sale price 
down. "The richest women love a bargain. 
I have one client who can negotiate me 
under the table. 1 hide behind the coats." 

The biggest sale shopper is a new type, 
the Sightseer. These use shopping as a 
form of entertainment, sport or therapy. 


Malls were built for Sightseers. They eat 
sandwiches around the fountains while 
their children play in the see-through lifts. 

Primrose Wells, a 32-year-old wedding 
organiser, and her mother Maggie Evans, 
53, are expert Sightseers. "I’m not an 
addict, but I enjoy it as therapy," says 
Maggie. The women see their shopping as 
female bonding, a celebration of the 
Christmas spirit an escapade rather than 
an escape. “There’s a lot of camaraderie 
between mothers and daughters in the 
changing rooms." 


They plan their day carefully, getting up 
before six in the morning to find the park- 
ing space nearest the shop entrances. That 
leaves time for a civilised breakfast before 
the shops open. They wear comfortable flat 
shoes and take only one jumper, tied round 
their waists, because shops are so hot 

They won’t buy special sale purchases, 
only proper stock. Primrose's big buy last 
year was nine pairs of roller blades for 
friends, reduced from £300 to £120 in 
Macro. “My husband Steve is terrified of 
going shopping, because I spend money. 
When you buy something, you rely on men 
being absent minded- When I hear women 
in the changing rooms saying, ‘What shall 
I tel! my husband?' I say. Tell him it's been 
in your wardrobe for years'.” 

Are there any men who enjoy sale shop- 
ping? Tim Guy, 28, is an HGV driver who 
counts shopping among his favourite 
sports. “I go to the sales at the end, when 
the crowds have died down. At the start 
of sales, you get 10 per cent off. At the 
end, you get 50." 

While Maggie Evans is at the sales three 
times a week, her husband Ken, 56, has 
not been shopping for two years. Why 
doesn't he shop? “I'm happy with what 
I've got," he says, absentmindedly. 

•Shawna Moss offers help with sale shop- 
ping. Tel 0973 638977 
• Dr Ludwig Lowenstein offers advice to 
over-ardent shoppers in person or by let- 
ter. Allington Manor, Allington Lane, 
Fairoaks, Eastleigh, Hants, S050 7DE. 
01703 692261. 


Starts 
and stops 

six of the best 

1997 resolutions 

I Huge spiral-bound diary, 
£11.99 This diaiy has a good 
year planner, important dates, 
international dialling codes, 
address pages and a huge notes 
section at the back - ideal for any 
international jet setter. Prom 
Paperchase (0171-5808496) 
branches nationwide. 

2 Seven days’ large Nicotinell 
patches, £15.99 The patches 
have been successful on some 
people, but different methods of 
stopping smoking suit different 
-people - including hypnosis, tapes, 
books and 

videos. If you . r 

do choose to nicotinelll 

try patches 
ask the 

pharmacist ‘ r-.- . 1 

first if they’re ^ - 

suitable for ■_ -TT. . ~ 

you, > 1 

especially 

when taking other medication. 

From Boots, branches nationwide. 

o Trainers, from a selection by 
ONike Make sure that you 
choose the right trainers for the 
activity; if you do a lot of different 
sport go for a cross trainer, for 
aerobics choose one with extra 
support around the ankles. But 
generally make sure you buy the 
right size as feet tend to swell 
when doing any sport. From J D 
Sports (01706 628 012) branches 
nationwide. 

4 flaw Energy Food Combining 
Dietf, fay Leslie Kenton, £6.99 
Food combining diets mix 
carbohydrates 

with protein -v 

allegedly M&Wi 

increasing your ^ £*»<«%. 

energetic state j 

and improving gl F 

your digestive 'Z ; 

system. From 7 : L‘ 

Books Etc 4 — 

stores (0171- 

379 6838) throughout London. 

5 One driving lesson from BSM 
will cost £16.50 - after which 
you can book up a course if you're 
happy with the instructor and the 
company (which means a good 
discount) or carry on with single 
lessons. Look in your local yellow 
pages or phone OSOO 700SOG for 
your nearest branch. 

6 Unguaphone Italian travel 
pack, £9.99 This pack 
includes a travel cassette, a 
language cassette, a phrase book 
and panic cards. Learning a new 
language is a challenge, but think 
how impressed your lady friend 
will be when you go to Florence or 
Venice and you can talk the lingo. 
From Books Etc (0171-379 6838) 
branches throughout London. 

PHOTOGRAPHER: TONY BUCKINGHAM 
STYLIST: HOLLY DAVIES 
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Independent Hearts 

Replies should be addressed to the relevant box number, 
c/o The Independent, 1 Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London E14 5DL 
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The Intelligent Person's Introduction Agency 
Call (rc-c (£- fi's) co /JT T.-o Ljrges! .ms 

0300 072 0075 !sr fMg densest Established 
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all types 
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0113245 8787 0990 143070 0122SSS0514 01622691200 


. Independent Hearts ! 

V The Independent Way to Meet New People 

By placing an advertisement in ihe The Independent Hearts section of The Independent and the Independent on Sunday you will 

immediately be in contact with over 1.66 million readers.* 

The cost for your advertisement, published in ihe first available editions of the Saturday “Weekend* 1 and Sunday '"Real Life* sections 
is just £5-00 per tine including V.A.T. (Box No is an additional £10.00. please cross here if you do not require a Box No □). 

Simply write your advertisement in the spaces below and fill in the coupon - Minimum 2 lines. 

(N.B. A character is a letter, a number, a punctuation mark and a space between words) 


Name:.... 

Address: 


M M I 1 I I M I I! II II I M I! ! I 


I M 1 I I I I II M I I I I I 1 I I 1 l-l I -LI LI I Postcode: 

I I I II I I I i i It I I 1 -M II I .LLl 1 1- 1 I I I Telephone (daytime): 

I 11 M M i I M M_L I _L I M I 11 i 1 I 1 11 I Signature: 

,4ft aJeertrmsnli Mir A* ptrpmJ- Chnjari rhufj be lUaJc pa\ublr la Nr+ipapcr Pahtnkmf: Ptf or Jrhr mj 

□ Access □ Visa □ Amex □ Dinars Ck* Card expiry date: Card No | j | } | | |~| \ ri'TTTTTH 

Send all ad vertiscinenls to:— 

Independent Hearts: The IndcpcndoiL IWi Floor. I Canada Square. Canary Wharf, London EI4 5DL * Telephone 0171 293 2347 - Fax: 0171 293 2505 
1 77/i.s offer a only ape n lu private dkfavru«T.< Trade empiirka are n rh-nnie an the abere telephone number. *NRS Jan ■ Jane V5 


People usually only meet 
within the confines of their 
social circle. Dateune is 
the ideal way to expand 
your horizons 

Ft® Fbee Details with No Obligation 
Write To: 23 Abingdon Rd 
London W8 SAL or Call 

(01869) 324 100 

E& 4966 . ABL-i member. y/touMutw 


NOTICE TO 
READERS 

The Independent cannot 
guarantee Ural 
respondents will receive 
a reply when answering 
advertisements on this 

page, although we hope 
that as a matter of 
courtesy they wiD. 

When making contact j 
with people for the first I 
time it is advisable to 
meet in a public place 
and let a member of 
your family or trusted 
friend know where you 
will be. 

We would advise readers 
and advertisers to 
exercise caution when 
giving out persona) 
details. This win be 
respected by genuine 
respondents. 
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Newspaper PubfisHng pic 
requests trial 

Commercial Organisations 
do not send material 
to our 

Private Advertisers 


THE DINNER CLUB (Eat * 88 ). The 
MU — only cou m yMe thUng 
dub lor unattached proJac- 
■tanuHMshaM nsaptoagad 28+. 
tdi (012M) 350537. Business 
appoftunMss dao xvsBa Me 
(01 ZM) 646816. 

OAY.Z717? OLD. pn* ma*6. G80H, 
Stas cinema, cycling, eating oat, 
erinkbig. Saak* abiAar mate to* 
tun and pon&fa ret at t omr up. 
London ana. Box No C1744. 

Mata, «1 , 5W. Uki»«yed, efcn (nol 
Mn), happy. Mg haan. vngy (no 
aandsb). own business, seeks 
wam,spM«l woman, 3646. Urn- 
OotVHoma Counties. Bo No 

fciezo. 

Attractive graduate, widow, seeks 
eansWra hMBgent non $044} to 
share wafts, tfiestrt. -mtaic and 
retecSva memant s . HwtsILen- 
don. Box No 1:1624. 


\v017J~ 


* drawing down the moon 

! i: - -- Ki !■! !‘V1VS !\iUi.!.: .“UN AS.r.HV 

“ih<i agency poopby rave about" 
0171-937 6263 ' 


ATTRACTIVE, SUM. VIVACIOUS 
WOMAN, took» flood to wtiflea or 
heels. Wawte aaartcalMszz 
muaic, counvyaMa A tha ana. 
Saaks down-to-twOt. n/a, 40"* 
man whh Mg he«n and QSOH. 
Mds. Bax No t!772. 

rajOHKTFZ5.Wosrta.wtw.dvv 
tog, tooktno toe M with Mantn 
Ctwia'aSOH, aara epdond. Phan 
apptoctetad. Bor Not 1831. 

HAPPILY MARRIED PROFES- 
SIONAL man, Hownlow. intar- 
aatad In pacqda. Mass. craalMiv. 

aatka tooth oooyaPtot v teaM- 
donal partpacthe at Ke. Box NO 
insaz. 


Personal 


ATTRACTIVE, SMART, dinned 
tomato. <»o, protoss. Loves muoie. 
tttUtra,VA.TMaUracArauntowmt : 
•mnar intanett, 35-46. ! 
S-Wates/BhetoLPherfo/LeOa-. Box 
NOUL83&. I 


DIVORCED COUNTRYMAN, 52 
YRS OLD, 5V, cuddy, joSy, kmd. 
sotont,M 0 k 8 wry 8 pQC<alcoiin- 
liy Qhl to slara everything with 
P faw e wfte. Kent. Ben No 1st B37. 

QOLDEN-HWRED BUIE-EYED 
Rubenasqua tody aaeka m^e 
Mend m shse convenmflon. cor 
res p ond a wca. caustic humour, 
cudtAas & chocolau! Rampant 
kxxta apply hare. Bm No 1:183a 


To 

advertise in 
this section 
please call 
Seema 
Chaadhry 
on 0171 
293 2347. 



CONGRATULATIONS!! 

We are delighted to hear from all the 
[couples who have , met and married 

through Independent Hearts. 

Wishing you and all our 
other advertisers every 
success and happiness for 
the future. 

T^EPENDENT HEARTS 












Best for the road ahead 

Gavin Green nominates his top twelve motors for ‘97 

A fter spoiling the kids for Christ- you’re unlikely to be able to negotiate engine unless you really need big estate car in the worid* I 
mas, it’s now time to treat much of a discount. Don’t buy the 1.0- muscle - in which case specify the 2.8. and' full of brilliant de 
yourself. January is the second litre model, though - it’s too slow. Also Also recommended: Mercedes E-dass. ommended: Renault 1 

RIOSt OODular time to buv a rwnmmpnrieri- new Farr! FIrsta. whirl* which wn’r nuitr nc annri rn Hrfvr* as the Man rim estate Rarh ai 


A fter spoiling the kids for Christ- 
mas, it’s now time to treat 
yourself. January is the second 
most popular time to buy a 
new car after August, thanks to the 
kudos of setting a New Year date on the 
logbook. Jt’s also a much more sensible 
time to buy than August, not least 
because all the new models are new 
safely in place at your local dealer. 

This year’s top 12 feature six new- 
comers, proof that it’s been a good year 
for new cars. Major new models of 1997 
- which may be worth waiting for - 
indude a new small Land Rover (on sale 
next December), the Renault Scenic 
(out in June), a new Toyota Corolla 
(summer) and the Ford Puma (a small 
coupe due to hit the road in June). In 
the meantime, here are the best value 
new cars to go for this January. 

Baby cars: Ford Ka. Not so much a 
baby as a stylish babe, the Ka stands out 
for its wacky lines, directness and eager- 
ness. The back seat is almost useless and 
the boot's hopeless, but who cares? Also 
recommended; Fiat Cinquccento Sport- 
ing. Tiny in size and big in performance, 
the sporty Cinquecento is a hoot to drive 
and cheap to run. 

Small cars: Volkswagen Polo. The 
best built car in the class, and one of 
the roomiest. The only downside is that 
its tremendous popularity means 


you're unlikely to be able to negotiate 
much of a discounL Don't buy the 1.0- 
litre model, though - it’s too slow. Also 
recommended: new Ford Fiesta, which 
is better to drive than the Polo If not 
as roomy. 

Medium cars: Hat Brava. The step- 
ahead family favourite has the boldest 
design in the Escort class and drives Gke 
a sports car. It's also terrifically roomy. 
The only downside is a slightly jittery 
ride, which should be fixed next year. 
Also recommended: Peugeot 306. 

Big cars: Ford Mondeo. This year’s 
mid-life facelift has transformed the 
one-time class journeyman into a class 
acL More distinctive looks combine 
with improvements to the engine, ride 
and steering, to produce a well- 
rounded and comfortable family car. 
Also recommended: Peugeot 406, for 
its sublime ride and its great looks. 

Small executive cars: Audi A4, 
which sets new standards for style, 
quality and driver appeal in the class 
- and easily trumps the old small exec- 
utive car star, the BMW 3-series. Mind 
you, the 3-series, despite its age, is still 
the second best car in the class. 

Big executive cars: BMW 5-series. 
One of the best new cars of 1996 and 
a machine almost eerily free from 
fault. It rides, handles and drives bril- 
liantly, and looks bold, if still like a 
BMW. Go for the 23-litre six-cylinder 


engine unless you really need big 
muscle - in which case specify the 2.8. 
Also recommended: Mercedes E-class, 
which isn’t quite as good to drive as the 
5-series, but is even better made. 

Luxury cars: Jaguar XJ6. Now two 
years old, the latest saloon is the first Jag 
with Germ unbuild quality and reliabil- 
ity. Ju« as important, it mixes these with 
all those marvellous, long-standing 
Jaguar niceties such as wafting ride, 
Edwanjian-attiflg-room cabin and great 
style. Late next year, it will get the new 
V8 engine, as fitted to the XK8 sports 
car, which will make it even better. Also 
recommended: Lexus LS400. Under- 
stated to the point of being too plain, the 
Lexus is still the luxury car benchmark 
for engine refinement and quietness. 

4x4s: Jeep Oierokee. Long in the 
tooth the Cherokee may be, but it’s still 
the best value off-roader on the market 
and one of the best to drive, easily 
preferable to a Land Rover Disoweiy. 
Its fake wood and leather trim is kitsch 
to some, but authentically American to 
others. A facelift and a few mechanical 
improvements are planned for the com- 
ing year. Also recommended: Tbyota 
RAV-4. Easily the best small 4x4, miles 
ahead of the Suzuki and Daihatsus. 

Estates: Mercedes E-das. An expen- 
sive way to cart home the goods from 
the local DIY store, and a pricy way to 
carry a big family, but it's still the best 


estate car in the world. Built like a tank 
and fufl of brilliant details. Also rec- 
ommended: Renault Laguna estate; 
Mondeo estate. Both are roomy, well- 
made, good value and comfortable. - 

MPVs: Seat Alhambra. Identical to 
the Ford Galaxy or Volkswagen Sharan 
but, owing to its inferior badge, 
cheaper. Also recommended: the 
Galaxy or the Sharan - if you don’t 
want to drive a car named aftera chair. 

Sports cars: Mercedes SLK- Just on 
sale, but already with a two-year wait- 
ing list, the SLK has all the style of the 
old ex-Princess Diana SL but only half 
the price tag. Hugely desirable, and 
fabulous to drive. Also recommended: 
Jaguar XK& and MGF. Both prove that 
while Britain may have lost its indig- 
enous car industry, it hasn't lost the 
knack of making great sports cars. The 
MGF shows that Rover can still make 
imaginative cars, while the XKS is the 
best engineered Jaguar ever. 

Supercars: Bentley Continental T 
Stupidly expensive (£220,000), stu- 
pendously fast and stupefyingly impos- 
ing, the Continental T is the best 
Bentley since they won Le Mans more 
than 60 years ago. Despite the small 
size of its maker (Rolls-Royce), the 
Conti proves that when it comes to 
making outrageous, hand-built luxury 
cars, nobody does it better. Also rec- 
ommended: any Ferrari. 


BSSfiS 




TWO to 

watch 
for the 
Grand 
Cherokee 
(above) 
and the 
Alhambra 
(left) 


Going 
up ...but 
slowly 


Penny Jackson 
gathers predictions 
for the new market 


T his year the forecasters got it 
wrong. Their predictions of 
3 per cent now look very 
modest when set against an annual 
increase of at least 7 per cent on 
the latest calculations of the Hal- 
ifax. Some bot spots have seen rises 
up to 20 per cent and more. This 
year few are showing such caution. 
Hie investment bank, UBS, is not 
alone in predicting an average rise 
of 10 per cent. Far London and the 
south east UBS expects increases 
of 15 per cent, white in Scotland, 
Wales and the North, between 6 
and 8 per cent 

What few seemed to have antic- 
ipated was the shortage of good 
property that fuelled prices. Sav- 
fils, who had predicted an average 
price increase of 5.2 per cent for 
this year, sees this situation con- 
tinuing as long as people’s housing 


aspirations are not matched by the 
stock available. This year, their 
national forecast, which includes a 
Labour victory, is an S.7 per cent ‘ 
rise, with prime country houses 
leading the field at 143 per cent 
Here, specialists in their field give 
their predictions. 

General 

David Wood, Black Horse Agen- 
cies: “Last month saw our highest 
number of applicants but they are 
not putting their own houses on 
the market. However, early in 
1997, when they become aware of 
the shortage of property, I expect 
to see new instructions coming in. 
They will certainly get from 
between 1 and 3 per cent more 
than in the last quarter of 19%. I 
do nor think the election will have 
much effect on the market, nor a 


steady increase in interest rates. 
There will still be good mortgage 
deals around next year.” 

Ian Darby, John Charcol, mort- 
gage adviser. “If interest rates do 
not rise and prices continue to 
increase, the market will become 
overheated. For that reason we 
expect interest rates to rise after the 
election and that by the end of the 
yearthey will be 8.99 per cent. That 
means about a 30 per cent increase 
in the cost of money which will slow 
the market down. As a result we see 
house prices rising nationally by 6 
per cent and a bit more in the south 
east We expect the General Elec- 
tion to have a dampening effect on 
the market immediately before 
and after." 

London 

Yolande Barnes, Savflls: “We see 


prices in prime central London 
increasing by 7.4 per cent, bat 
higher increases in the second 
-division of established locations. 
These include Wandsworth, 
Chiswick, Gapbam Common, Bat- 
tersea, Brook Green, West Hamp- 
stead, Fulham, Hammersmith and 
Highbury." 

Rebecca Read, Chittons: “Prices 
in central London will continue to 
rise at about 10 per cent I wouldn’t 
be surprised to see 15 to 20 per cent 
for the best examples of their kind, 
although I do not see a return to 
the boom of the late Eighties. “ 

The North-east 

Bryan Jaram, Jackson-Stops & 
Staff: “We have seen an average 
increase of 5 per cent over the year. 
We will see an uplift next year 
because we always lag behind the 


south by six to nine months. I 
expect to see a lot more activity 
early in the year as there is a great, 
deal of pent-up demand” 

The North-west 

Graham Adnitt, Jackson-Stops & 
Staff: “We are not getting a move- 
ment of people into the North-west 
so I canfiot see anything forcing 
prices up. I see the market moving 
ahead slowly mid steadily.” 

Country houses 

Ian Homersham, John D Wood, 
which largely covers the south: 
“More properties should start 
coming on to the market next year 
but unless it is swamped, which is 
unlikely, it will not be possible to 
keep up with demand The scarcity 
of good bouses and the increase in 
earnings generally in London will 


push prices up by about 12 per 
cent There will be increasing pres- 
sure cm homes in popular locations 
for which some people will be 
prepared to pay that bit extra. 
There is a strong market at the 
moment and those considering 
s ellin g would be advised to take 
advantage of it.” 

New homes 

David Mote, The House Builders' 
Federation: “The increase in 
starts has been lowest in London 
and the South-east where the 
demand for good quality homes is 
highest. It is critical for more 
planning permission to be given. 
We expect to see a decline in the 
use of ‘brown land' as it becomes 
more expensive to develop there. 
We see house prices rising on 
average by 7 per cent” 
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4 Wheel Drive 


4 Wheel Drive 


Save 25% on petrol! 


After the budget petrol is more expensive than ever before. But this is only the beginning: even if the price 
of oil stays where it is. the Chancellor's promise to increase fuel duty every year means the real price of petrol 
will rise by at least half over the next 10 years. 

And that means there's never been a better time to buy a diesel car, for the very ample reason that on 
average they use a quarter less fuel than equivalent petrol models. They're dependable; long lasting and 
often great to drive. And their total exhaust emissions* are actually tower than from equivalent petrol 
models, especially on shorty around town trips. 

So is diesel more or less damaging to the environment than petrol? Do diesel cars cost more or less to buy 
and run? And which are the best diesel models? 

You'll discover the answers in Diesel Car & 4x4. Our hard-hitting road tests are unrivalled for dear, 
detailed and practical information. In our news and features pages you'll find well-informed, balanced 
coverage of transport and environmental issues. But we're here to entertain as well as inform, with a wide- 
ranging mix of motoring matters. We aim, quite simply, to provide a better read than any other motoring 
magazine. 

The 100th issue of Diesel Car & 4x4, in the shops now is our biggest and best ever, yet still costs only 
£230. We test Vauxhall’s new Vectra estate with its new high-tech diesel engine, as well as the Renault 
Megane turbodiesel and the revised Vauxhall Frorrtera. There's a free 8-page Celebration of Diesel 
supplement, a chance to win a new Gtro£n Saxo 1 3D worth £10,000, and lots more. Why not give It a try? 

"aggregate emissions of carbon monoxide. hydrocarbons. oxides of nitrogen and particulate mature In grammes per kHometre. 
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Car Hire 


GET TO GRIPS 

with winter conditions 







Registration Numbers 


MARKET RESEARCH 

33 DAISY HILL DRIVE- CHOHLEY P«t» 9NC 


ABA 817 MHO 
AEHB3A 43S 
AJU32&A 295 
035ALX U50 
tALEX) 

»BEA W50 
OIL 7162 700 

633 BJH 1X00 
aU30Y 4£ 
LKBHY) 

HICY A650 




ISn 938 i,W3 
RES 885 ty 850 
964 RH 2JS0 


touts 1J50 


IBLMEY!) IgEHx, 5® 4WNHA 400 

ggf JB«“ «■ 

BOS 814 1,660 


RUD Chains Ltd ■ John Wilson Business Park 
Whitstable, Kent CT5 3QT ■ Thanet Way ■ Unit 10-12 
Telephone (0 1227) 2766 1 1 ■ Facsimile (0 1227) 276586 


ASICAL too 
1840411 1X00 
404JBS4 

479 DEL 1.350 
B3SDK 1,450 
LI DPS PGA 
950 




Mazda 


PCS 68 3400 

PCS 482 1.650 64Z3WX 600 
KM I 17JXJ0 XVLS 1.750 
RAP40X 635 680XVW 500 


MAZDA CHOICE 

UK’s Largest Choice tS Csed 
MX-5, MX-4, MX-3, etc 


Free Phone 
0800 323 626 


SAAB 


Advertise your property through the Independent on Sunday’s highly i ^ LEICESTER 
successful Property Gallery- a marketplace that is fried, tested and works. 

The advertisement appears in the module format shown here, with 40 
words of copy complemented by a full cokmr photograph of your home. 

The Cost 

The more Sundays you book, the cheaper the cost per ad> 

/ x Sunday advertisement costs £95 

2 x Sunday advertisements cost £130 (£65 each) 

3 x Sunday advertisements cost £150 (£50 each) 

HU m the coupon below « nd send payment, a eokm photograph and 
up to 40 wards of copy tor. The Property Team, Classified Advertising. 19th Floor, 

Independent Newspaper, 1 Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London E14 SDL 

Deadline for receipt of copy /photo « the Tuesday 12 days prior to Sunday pri dka d pa- Offer 
ope* to private admtixrs oofy. c onoria l advertising package available oa request 



NAME TELEPHONE (daytime) 

ADDRESS....— — — ■* 


T require lO 2CH 3O (tick appropriate bos) Sunday 
' Advertisements) at a total cost of £ ... .... ... ... 

Please enclose a cheque for dds amount made payable to 'Newspaper Pubftstung Pic 1 
or ED in your Visa/ Access/ Amer/Ofajcrs Gab details: 


NO. I I 1 1 I I I J-L 1 J 1 L-l 1 1 I 1.1 EXPIRY DATE. SIGNATURE 

for advice or more information please call 'The Property Team ’ on 0171-293 2 343 or 0171-293 2302 



London Property 


Overseas Property 


IpHONt QT3S7 AUS230K PHONF. MOST Ant PLUS V.A.T 
[tax 01 257 474745 FAX ALL ARF. PLUS TRitiSrCft 





FLORIDA™ 1 

ORLANDO AND GULF COAST 

PILGRIM ASSOCIATES (UK) SSES** 

LICENSED FLORIDA REAL ESTATE BROKERS 
TBLi&twmvmmoM-iwjLMmA&mxxavinBinutM 


Wandsworth 


NOM^NtBRACKLEY 

Reoerily reftitfafad period 
fcrnihousft 3 reception. 5 bed, 
3 baffi. K»chan BfeAvabbte 
tnmofately. UnfamBwL HO 
aSJWQju. 

- ; Contact BkhreHs 
{Charias Course) 
01604 605050 


To advertise 
in this section 
please call 
0171 293 
2302. 
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JEREMY WARNER 


The utilities are going 
to have a really 
bad time of it The 
windfall profits tax 
wiJJ be designed in a 
way that chiefly hits 
the water and 
electricity companies’ 


Everything that you need to know about 1997 


Leasts, so let’s start with the easiest pre- 
diction of all Tony Blair's New Labour will 
win the general election with a sizeable 
though not overwh elming majority while the 
Conservative Party will degenerate into a 
state of outright civil war, it is by no means 
clear that the Euro-sceptics will end up on 

What this means for financial markets is 
a more difficult question to answer- Cer- 
tainly Mr Blair as prime minister wiD mark 
a quite decisive break with Britain’s imper- 
ial past and the government can as a con- 
sequence be expected to become more pos- 
itive about Europe. 

That doesn't mean we’ll be in the first 
wave of those joining the single European 
currency, which will be' confined to Ger- 
many, its satellite states, and trance. Sony, 
Italy, not yet, Sterling will retain some of its 
recent strength, if only because interest rates 
will be rising strongly to choke off runaway 
demand and to counter-balance Labour's 
spending plans- Don’t expect markets to be 
quite as sanguine about a change of gov- 
ernment as Gordon Brown would like to 
think. To establish its credibility with mar- 
kets, New Labour is going to have to prove 
itself and that’s going to mean tough choices 
on spending and taxation. 

The stock market will go nowhere; Wall 
Street comes seriously off the boil; and. yes. 


Tokyo remains in the doldrums - again. This 
is not going to be the year of the great Japan- 
ese revival. Why should it be? Japan is now 
a mature economy. Even at this depressed 
level, shares remain extremely overvalued 
against other stock markets. Serious diffi- 
culties will arise during the handover in 
Hong Kong There will be bloodshed and an 
international crisis, further undermining 
confidence in interna dona! markets. No 
more exuberance in stock prices. 

Whai happens on the domestic front 
depends on the extent to which Labour fol- 
lows Slated policy, such as it is. One thing is 
not in doubt, however; the utilities are 
going to have a really bad time of it The 
windfall profits lax will be designed in a way 
that chiefly hits the water and electricity 
companies. On top of that, they can expea 

duction of a formahsed systemfor sharing 
profits between customers and shareholders. 
Shares in companies that remain indepen- 
dent can be expected to be reduced to the 
status of bonds. 

There will be a revival of the corporate 
state under Mr Blair. Particularly favoured 
status is given to British Telecom, BSkyB. the 
BBC, and BP. ST’S deal with Labour - to 
wire up all public institutions to the super- 
highway free of charge in return for being 
released early from the ban on broadcast 
entertainment - is enacted, causing a flood 


of litigation from cable operators, which 
claim they would never have set up theirrival 
networks had they known this was going to 
happen. The relationship between *BT, 
Rupert Murdoch and Mr Blair becomes pro- 
gressively stronger causing growing unease 
in media and political circles. 

Competition policy will be operated with 
a light touch, despite staled intentions an this 
from; those that believe Labour will kill off 
the deal-making industry will be proved 
wrong. Corporate finance departments con- 
tinue to thrive, finding ever more ingenious 
ways of doing things. ' 

Pearson and EMI will flirt with, and pos- 
sibly consummate, a merger. EMTs chair- 
man, Sir Colin South gate is a Mend of Pear- 
son’s chairman in waiting, Dennis Stevenson. 
Sir Colin is known to want to lake EMI into 
other forms of intellectual property - pub- 
lishing in particular - and both companies 
are under threat of hostile takeover. What 
could be a more natural fit? 

There will be at least another two insur- 
ance mergers. Scottish Widows is demutu- 
alised via a takeover from a leading English 
clearing bank. 

And now- for the silly but plausible pre- 
dictions. Sir Leon Britton will retire from the 
European Commission to become a highly 
paid international gopher for Goldman 
Sachs. That creates a British vacancy at the 
Commission and who better to fill it than 


Kenneth Clarke? Hell need a job shortly. 
Eddie George will be persuaded to lake 
early retirement and Gavyn Davis, senior 
economist at Goldman Sachs, is appointed 
Governor. Don Cruickshank will survive as 
director-general of Oftel. as will his oppo- 
site number at Ofgas. Clare Spotliswoodc, 
but the other regulators, Ian Byait (Ofwat). 
Stephen Unlcchild (Offer), John Bridgcman 
(Office of Pair Trading) and John Swift (the 
rail regulator), will go - all to be replaced 
by high-profile political animals. 


Nobody emerges well from the episode, least 
of all the Takeover Panel, which once again 
comes out of the mire looking as awkward 
and out of place as a country squire at a Spice 
Girls party. I've yet to get to the bottom of 
why the Panel decided to extend the bid, thus 
allowing the Americans to gain control, but 
it would appear to be as a kind of punish- 
ment to the defending team. 

Not that this is at all apparent from the 
Panel's statement in which BZW is exoner- 
ated over the little matter of the undisclosed 
£250,000 fee. Even if we had known about 
this fee, the Panel says, we still would have 
allowed BZW to make all those defensive 
share purchases in the market. “It wasn't a 
bung 1 to BZW for the purchase of the 


shares, honest" the Panel protests. So why 
extend the hid, allowing the Americans to 
gain control'’ “Oh, that’s because thev didn't 
tell us about it." Yes, welL 

The lawyers were just dying to crawl all 
over this one. The Americans were in no 
mood to abide by the Panel's decision, 
should it have gone against them, and the 
writ was already under preparation. By 
doing what it did, the Panel avoids an 
embarrassing court challenge to its author- 
ity and BZW escapes without even the slight- 
est reprimand. And don't you dare suggest 
we are open 10 criticism, warns Martin Thy- 
lor, chief executive of Barclays, BZW’s par- 
ent company. For how much longer can tbe 
City get away with messy compromises of 
this sort? By any stretch of the imagination, 
this one's a classic. Northern's been punished 
but its advisers haw not been reprimanded. 

The troth of the matter is that self-regu- 
lation ts as unsatisfactory in takeovers as it 
is in any other walk of life. Inevitably, the 
self-regulating organisation operates for 
the benefit of the members ii regulates, 
rather than the wider public interest. How- 
ever fierce the hatile of the moment, the 
interests of the whole are generally hesl 
served by sweeping these questionable 
episodes under the carpet. Overt criticism 
is rarely made and even more rarely acted 
upon. That's one thing that won't change 
much next year. Of that we can be certain. 


Business 
review of 



January 


The new year starts as the old 
one ended with one of the 
most bitteriy'contested takeover 
battles of recent times - Grana- 
da’s hostile tilt at the Forte 
hotels and restaurant group. But 
1996 is barely a week old when 
a new storm hits the Q'ty. The 
Stock Exchange sacks its chief 
executive, Michael Lawrence, 
saying he ' had lost the ^confi- 
dence of its member firms and 
the board. A City putader, Mr 
Lawrence had ' tried to push 
through unpopular reforms at 
the Exchange and trod on too 


many toes. 
Woolwic 


ilwich Building Society 
! follows (he Halifax with plans 

■ to become a bank and seek a 
' stock market listing. More than 

■ 3.5 million members look for- 
ward to their share in a £3bn 
windfall. Interest rates are cut 
by 025 per cent to 6.25 per cent 

' UniCbem makes an “agreed" 
£548m offer for tbe Uoyds 
Chemists chain. But a year 
later the deal will not have 
' reached a conclusion. 

Forte concedes defeat in its 
£3.8bn battle against Granada 
in spite of a "scorched earth" 
defence. Sir Rocco Forte bows 
out with the pledge: "JT1 be 
back." 

Hanson, the archetypal con- 
glomerate, announces plans to 
, break itself up into four com- 
. parties. It is a trend others will 
* follow. 

February 

The end of a “fat cat". British 
Gas says its unpopular chief ex- 
ecutive, Cedric Brown, will re- 
tire in May - a year early. Tbe 
blow is softened by an annual 
pension of £247,000 and a one- 
year £120,000 consultancy deal 
Mr Brown, who was lambasted 
as the ultimate “fat cat" after a 
75 per cent pay rise in 1994, de- 
nies he was pushed out by (he 
British Gas chairman. Richard 
Giordano. 

Mr Giordano, an American, 
angers “Sid", the group’s army 
of small investors, saying the 
utility has too many share- 
holders. British Gas also reveals 
plans to split into two. British 
Gas Energy and TransCo In- 
ternational, the pipeline busi- 
ness, arc (he new entities. 

Gehe of Germany tops 
UniChem’s offer for Lloyds 
Chemists with a £584m cash bid 

MAI merges with the Express 
newspapers group United News 
& Media in a £3hn deal. 

Ratcatcher Remold launches 
a £LSbn bid for tbe business 
services group BET 

Thom-EMl announces plans 
to separate its Thorn rentals 
business from the EMI music 
label. 

March 

The prospect of economic re- 
covery gathers pace with sharp 
increases in house prices, fol- 
lowed by the third cut in inter- 
. est rates in four months. Base 
rates are cut by another 0-25 per 
cent to 6 per cent. But shoppers 
and estate agents stay cautious 
as the feel-good factor remains 
elusive. Later, a resurgence of 


the BSE scare on beef flares up, 
hitting shares in meat groups. 
Supermarkets are affected too 
as the public spurns beef. 

BP and Mobil merge' their 
European downstream busi- 
nesses in a $5bn deal that 
means 3,000 job losses, 

Former Slock Exchange chief 
executive Michael Lawrence 
agrees a £500,000 compensation 
package. 

- . JKyaerner,. the Norwegian en- 
gineering group. pajs’fiJO'hn for 
Trafalgar House. ... 

Two Swiss drugs companies,’ 
Ciba-Geigy and Sandoz, an- 
nounce a £40bn merger to cre- 
ate a new behemoth, Novartis. 

The SFA clears Peter Baring 
and Ancfre w Tuckey of respon- 
sibility for the collapse of Bar- 
ings Bank. But it seeks 
assurances from them regard- 
ing their intentions to re-enter 
the investment industry. 

. Bass is said to be in talks to 
buy Allied Doroecq’s share in 
Carisbeig-Tfetley and Lord Ster- 
ling shakes up P&O, including 
plans to float Bovis Homes. 

Chelsea becomes the sixth 
football club to gain a stock 
market listing when Chelsea 
Village goes public. 

April 

The biggest merger deal in UK 
corporate history is in prospect 
with hews that BT and Cable & 
Wireless are in discussions 
about combining their opera- 
tions. However, neither side can 
apparently agree on anything, 
inducting price. 

The housing market gets a 
much-needed boost when Na- 
tionwide, Britain’s second- 
biggest building sodety, cuts Its 
mam mortgage rate by 0.25 
percentage points to 6.74 per 
cent, the lowest since January 
1965. It sets off a wave of cuts 
by other societies and banks. 

Some 1.4 million members of 
National & Provincial vote on 
its £l-35bn takeover by Abbey 
National. The deal is approved. 

The Woolwich drops a bomb- 
shell with the sacking of Peter 
Robinson, its £3 00, 000- a-y ear 
chief executive, amid allegations 
that he had misused society re- 
sources. Mr Robinson accuses 
Woolwich directors of plotting 
against him. 

Electricity takeover activity 
continues unabated with the 
shock news that the Southern 
Company of the US is seeking 
to buv National Fewer. At the 
same time National Power eyes 
up Southern Electric of the 
UK and FcwerGen approaches 
Midlands Electricity. 

Rover faces a shock of a dif- 



ferent kind when its owner, 
BMW, transforms a £91m profit 
reported for 1995 into a £148m 
loss. The company blames the 
Germans' “conservative" ac- 
counting policies. 

May 

The gas industry regulator, 
Clare Spottiswoode, sparks out- 
rage with her package of price 
controls for British Gas’s 
, ^pipeline busraess.TJiey will cut 
domestic bills by an average of 
£30, but threaten £650m of 
British Gas's revenues. 

Hundreds of famous-name 
high street shops and thou- 
sands of jobs are at risk as the 
Facia empire built up by entre- 
preneur Stephen Hinchcliffe 
crumbles. Mr Hinchcliffe faces 
legal action ty the DTI and pos- 
sible disqualification as a com- 
pany director. 

Peter Baring appears before 
MPs to deny charges of incom- 
petence over tbe £90Qm lost in 
the Nick Leeson affair. He tells 
them: “I do not think we were 
greedy, stupid or idle." 

The flotation of Rail track 
chugs out of the sidings, despite 
Labour attempts at a derail- 
ment. 

Ian Lang, president of the 
Board of Trade, blocks the bid 
for National Power by the US 
Southern Company and any 
bid for PowerGen by pledging 
to retain his “golden share" in 
the companies. 

Midlands Electricity goes un- 
der the hammer to an agreed 
joint bid by another two US util- 
ity groups, Cinergy and GPU. 

The insurance industry is 
rocked by the £6bn merger of 
Royal and Sun Alliance. 

BT pulls the plug on merger 
talks with Cable & Wireless. 

June 

Just as the economy shows 
signs of stronger growth, the 
Chancellor, Kenneth Clarke, 
unexpectedly decides to cut in- 
terest rates. It emerges that the 
cut, of 0.25 per cent to 5. 75 per 
cent, was against the advice of 
the Bank of England. The mar- 
kets take the news badly. Mort- 
gage lenders take no action. 

Another trading scandal hits 
tbe City as the Japanese Sumi- 
tomo Corporation reveals 
$1.8t>n losses run up by its top 
copper dealer, Yasuo Hamana- 
ka, who is known as “Mr Five 
Per CenL” Tbe reputation of the 
London Metal Exchange is hit. 

Tbe nuclear industry is pre- 
pared for sale as the Govern- 
ment puls a preliminary price 
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Ups and downs: 1996 was the year of the consumer spending boom, financial scandals 
which rocked the City and one of the most boring Budgets on record 


of £2bn on British Energy. It 
proves much too optimistic. 

. Oftel, the telephones watch- 
dog, plans tough new powers to 
curb anti-competitive behav- 
iour by BT 

W H Smith pulls outofits dis- 
astrous Do It All DIY joint ven- 
ture with Boots. Selling its 50 
per cent stake to its partner 
costs Smith's £64m. The fol- 
lowing day the new chief exec- 
utive, Bfll Cockbum, announces 
a restructuring costing , £285m. 

Shares in Wickes, the third- 
biggest DIY chain, are sus- 
pended as details emerge of 
accounting irregularities. Henry 
Sweetbaum, the £l-2m-a-year 
bos, resigns, along with the 
finance director. 

July 

There are further signs that the 
economy is starting to simmer. 
A report forecasts a 10 per cent 
rise in house prices. Recovery 
on the high street starts to 
trickle down to industry and Mr 
Clarke and Mr George 
continue to disagree about the 
right direction for interest rates. 

All this gives the stock mar- 
ket the jitters and when a surge 
in payroll figures in the US con- 
firms their nascent boom. Wall 



Men making news (from left): Sir Rocco Forte; Peter Young; and Michael Lawrence 


Street suffers the first of a se- 
ries of violent gyrations. Back 
home, the new issues market 
catches a cold, with British 
Energy falling 10 per cent in first 
dealings. 

Takeover activity remains 
buoyant, with Whitbread snap- 
ping up Caf£ Rouge chain Pel- 
ican for £133m and Hays making 
a tilt at Salvesen. The bids that 
never were include Guinness 
r unnin g its slide rule over 
GrandMet and the aborted 
merger of Psion and Amstrad. 

Despite the strength of the 
economy, many people feel no 
safer in their jobs, and for good 
reason. ICI says it is laying off 
2,700; Rolls-Royce puts the 
famous old engineering name of 
Parsons on the block, threat- 
ening more than 2,000 jobs: 
C&J Clark, the shoe maker, 
makes 1,400 redundant; and the 
Stock Exchange lets 400 go. 

August 

The silly season becomes the 
month of the row. Stagecoach 
causes a rumpus by paying 
£S25m for the rolling stock 
company JPorlerbrook, £300ro 
more than management had 
shelled out when they bought 
the business from the taxpayer 
in January. George Simpson has 
a disagreement over ms £10m 
pay package as successor to 
Loro Weinstock at GEG 

Tiny Rowland chips in with a 
tirade against the new regime, 
at Lonrho after the conglom- 
erate announces plans to float 
its hotels arm. In the end, the 
plan is dropped after the com- 
pany fails to drum up enough 
institutional support for the 
sale and a trade buyer, Stokts, 
is found instead for the Metro- 
pole hotels. Thistle Hotels man- 
to come to the market, 
jgh at a rather lower price 
than had been hoped. 


One row is cleared up - the 
spat between Euro therm and ns 
chief executive, Claes Hulr- 
man, who was shown the door 
only to be welcomed back again 
after institutions demanded the 
return of a man the y credited 
with turning the business round. 
Colin “Ned" Kelly, a trader at 
Liffe, has a row with a female 
colleague and is fined £500 for 
abusive -language. 

High street spending booms, 
there is a sharp fall in the job- 
less rate, house prices push up 
inflation and credit card sales 
go through the roof. 


September 

As the business world returns 
relaxed and tanned from its 
summer holidays. September 
brings more titan its fair share 
of shocks. The biggest comes in 
the form of a nerdy-looking 
fond manager from Deutsche 
Morgan Grenfell called Peter 
Young, with a penchant for de- 
signing rockets and, alleged!)', 
a girl called Sandra. As details 
emerge of irregularities in his 
handling of ordinary savers' 
money, it becomes dear that he 
bas perpetrated one of the 
biggest financial scandals since 
Maxwell. Deutsche bails out its 
troublesome British money 
manager, freezes Mr Young's 
assets and finally sacks him. The 
Serious Fraud Office launches 
an inquiry. 

British fund managers are left 
seething by a plunge in the share 
price of Matthew Dark, the 
dder maker that had set out on 
a spending spree to buy 
Taunton and Gaymer s and 
then taken the eccentric mar- 
keting route of cutting its ad- 

Peter Aikens, the company’s 
chief executive who was paid 
more than £400,000 to move 
house, is thrown into doubt. 

Thomas the Tank Engine, 
steams to the market, malting 
a small fortune for Britt AllcrofL 

October 

October is another month of 
Lottery-style windfalls for a 
lucky few as the FTSE 100 
breaks through the 4,000 bar- 
rier. About 100 instant mil- 
lionaires are created when 
NatWest buys investment bank- 
ing boutique Harobro Magan. 
The three founders of pet re- 
tailer Pet City make millions in 
paper profits in a £150m merg- 
er with PetsMart of the US, 
while the creators of Prism 
Rail are £27m better off Lhanks 
to a innovative rights issue. 

Elsewhere, carpetbaggers are 
out in force to try and cash in 
on Norwich Union's planned 
£43bn flotation. Even late sun- 
seekers gain an unexpected 
bonus as the pound reaches its 
highest level for two years. 

But the Chancellor, rather 
against the spirit of the time, 
moves to close a tax loophole 
on special dividends and share 
buybacks. 

Takeover activity continues 
apace. CE Electric of the US 
launches a hostile £65 lm offer 
for Northern Electric, sneaking 
home amid much acrimony this 
week, while United News & 
Media finally lands exhibitions 
group Blenheim for £529m. 
Tbe long-awaited consolida- 
tion of the cable industry sees 
Mercury, Nynex CableComms, 


Vtdeotran and Cell Cablcmedia 
join forces in a £5bn merger. 

November 

The last Budget before the elec- 
tion proves to be a sensation, but 
not because of its contents. 
Details of the famous red box's 
contents are leaked to the Daily 
Mirror, which declines to publish 
them. After the Chancellor sits 
down it becomes dear why. 
One of the most boring Budgets 
on record sees the basic rate of 
income tax reduced ty Ip to 23p. 
petrol raised by 3p a litre, a pack- 
et of cigarettes go up by 15p and 
the cost of a bottle of spirits cut 
by 26p a bottle. 

The hoped-for blockbuster 
deal finally arrives in the shape 
of a £35bn merger between BT 
and MCI of the US. 

In Germany, the £Sbn 
Deutsche Telekom flotation is 
five times oversubscribed. 

Volkswagen sacrifices its pro- 
duction chief, Jose Ignacio 
Lopez, as the long-running in- 
dustrial espionage row with 
General Motors rumbles on. 

Shares in Eurotunnel fall 
after a fire in the Channel Hin- 
nel halts rail services between 
Britain and Ranee. 

December 

Football comes home to the Gty 
in December as barely a day 
goes by without a club an- 
nouncing plans to seek a stock 
market flotation. The starting 
gun for the stampede is fired 
after it emerges that the satel- 
lite broadcaster BSkyB has start- 
ed informal talks with leading 
clubs about the early introduc- 
tion of pay-per-view television. 

The prospect of substantial- 
ly enhanced television income 
also sends the value of football 
clubs such as Manchester 
United and Ibttenham Hotspur, 
which are already quoted on the 
Stock Exchange, to new heights. 

Also reaching for the skies are 
Boeing and McDonnell as the 
two US aircraft makers 
announce a $45bn merger that 
puts the skids under their 
European rival. Airbus Industrie. 

There is drama right up until 
Christmas Eve in the takeover 
Of Northern Electric by CE 
Electric, with the US suitor 
snatching victory by the nar- 
rowest of margins after the bid 
deadline is unexpectedly 
extended. Elsewhere, three 
contested bids remain out- 
standing in the engineering 
sector alone as the future of 
Newman Tanks, William Cook 
and Burnficld hang in the 
balance. 

Compiled bv The Independent 's 
City staff 
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Thin turnover as skeleton 







Shares flirted with a new dos- 
ing high but lost their festive 
blush in the bizarre trading 
conditions which are bound to 
prevail on a day sandwiched 
between the Christmas holiday 
and the weekend. 

Not many City men trundled 

into their offices. Most firms 
were content to operate with 
skeleton staffs and the lack of 
interest of the securities in- 
dustry and the investing pub- 
lic in the half-day session was 
demonstrated by the exceed- 
ingly thin turnover. 

Footsie ended 1.5 points 
lower at 4,091 after touching 
a trading high of 4,1019. The 
early flourish was little more 
than a knee-jerk reaction to a 
sound overnight display by the 
Dow Jones Average. 

Interest rate worries were 

died as the prime influence be- 
hind the stock market's hesi- 
tancy. Many observers expect 
increases on both sides of the 
Atlantic in the new year. 


BT had the distinction of 
leading the blue chips with a 
6p gain to 405p. The high vol- 
ume of festive calls seemed to 
be the immediate reason. 
However BT has been dialling 
some interesting gains as the 
market, after early hesitancy, 
has become mcreasing recep- 
five to the proposed takeover 
of MCI, the US giant 

The new charges for mobile 
telephones and BTs involve- 
ment in digital broadcasting 
have also helped offset the un- 
relentingly tough stance of the 
industry re gulator . The shares 
are riding at their highest point 
for nearly 18 months, having 
fallen to 326-5p. 

Among other bine chips 
BTR continued its revival, up 
3 jp to 273.5p, and Allied 
Domecq, on the rumoured 
Lehman Brothers buy advice, 
put on another 2-5p to 452-5p. 

The debate about Christmas 

trading moved in favour of the 

more optimistic souls as the 
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John Lewis Partnership of- 
fered support to the view that 
retailers have enjoyed a 
bumper time. 

JLP said sales in the week 
ending 14 December were up 
5.1 per. cent on last year and 
weekly department store sales 
a record 5.9 per cent higher. 

The company' expects to 
beat such a performance by a 
“substantial margin" in the 
last Ml pre-Christmas week. 

The JLP evidence helped to 
ease concerns which have 
arisen over festive trading. 
There has been evidence from 
some quarters that the sales 
volume has faltered in the last 
stage of the run in. Bol with 
JLP so positive Dixons gained 


Sjjy to 529.5p and Next 4Jp - 

10 Blades Leisure, the leisure 
wear retailer, consolida t ed its 
position as the year’s top per- 
forming share. The price im- 
proved 6p to 350ip, hfongthe 
percentage gain to around 600 

cenL jJB Sports jumped 

ipto290p. _ 

The threat of increased mad 
order competition took the 
shinft from Great Universal 
Stores. It gave up 8J5p to 
6063p. Sears, which fe near to 
finiftflriing its Freemans mail 
order side, possibly to Little- 
woods, rose lp to 9lp. 

Oils produced a smattering 
of modest gains, largely on 
hopes of further takeover 


excitement. The end of the 
Northern Electric takeover, 
battle left the distributors 
shares up 9p at- 646p .- N orth- 
ern is replaced in tberTSE250 

index by Mayflower Corpora?- 
Hon, a car bodies maker and 
vehicle converaionsgroup. The 
two Temainiiig electrical dis- • 
tribuiors moved ahead as they 
awaited what is seen as the in- 
evitable takeover strike. South- 
ern put on 5 Jp to 784p and 
Yorkshire 6p to 801L5p. 

fhmnKoM, expected to sur- 
render to the improved Ealrey 

bid, rose 11 Jp to 1535p. 
Fairey, riding at 697p m the 
summer, feUa further 185pto 
5825p. - 

Scottish 'Pride,' a dairy 
group, jumped 15p to-57-5p as 
the Department of -Trade and 
Industry gaVe qualified dear- 
ancefo a bid from, their bigger 
rivals Robert- Wiseman. The 
mragpr creates a business with 
around Sfr ner cent of the 
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Sweden, one of the lar&rj 
heat treatment groups on the 
Continent with 27 plants. • 
Premier Farridl, the elec- 
tronic components grow. «»■ 
tinued to benefit from- a 
planned US sale wfaicfashonld 
raise S300m- .The share^mi- 
. proved lOp to 749Jp-'They 
have risen 37p since tbe^ms- 
p ffpd was announced last week 
and are now at their peak.- 
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stake on its books and - 
Lehman’s action could b^jji 
corporate 

US strike- Acorn 
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sport 


The last 12 months have produced some of the most dramatic events in the history of sport. 
Here Independent writers recall moments of magic which will live long in the memory 

FIVE DAYS THAT SHOOK THE WORLD 


Saturday 
9 November 


Heroic Holyfield 
tames Tyson 


Evander Holyfield shoul- 
dered his way through the 
horde that swarmed and 
shouted in the ring, and got 
to where he could look out at 
us, the people who doubted 
him and, yes, feared for his 
safety. 

He did not climb like a 
squirrel onto the ropes, bran- 
dishing a still-gloved fist, 
shouting “eat your words", as 
the young Cassius Clay did af- 
ter turning the odds upside 
down against Sonny Liston all 
those years ago. Holyfield 
simply held up one hand and 
smiled. 

Nobody ever bad a better 
right. All but one of 42 re- 
porters polled by a Las Vegas 
newspaper had agreed that 
Mike Tyson would win easily 
and quickly. 

The image we shared was 
of Holyfield being borne from 
the ring on his shield, a no- 
ble warrior in one fight too 
many. A horrid thught was 
that he might end up in hos- 
pital. 

When Tyson and Holyfield 
went to their corners at the 
MGM Grand in Las Vfegas on 
11 November, most people 
considered the contest a mis- 
match. But before three 
rounds were completed you 
could sense that something 
quite remarkable was going of 
to happen. 

Where Tyson had been ex- 
pected to blast through Holy- 
field's short hooking style, 
he was being frustrated by hit 
and hold tactics. And it soon 
became clear that one of the 
most feared hitters in heavy- 
weight history could not han- 
dle a rough contest. 

Probably, doubt entered 
Hofyfieid’s mind in the fifth 
when he was staggered by 
heavy punches. However, the 
next session altered things 
dramatically in his favour. A 
short left sent Tyson over 
and, when he regained his feet 


to take an eight count, a cut 
above the corner of his left 
eye was leaking blood. 

It bled again in the seventh 
and, after sending Tyson to his 
corner for examination by a 
ringside doctor, the referee, 
Chuck Halpem, warned 
Holyfield, threatening to 
deduct a point unless he was 
more careful. 

A curious thing came to me 
personally at this rime. The 
further the contest went, the 
more Tyson appeared to 
shrink physically. By the 
eighth round, there was a 
smile on the underdog’s face 
and he began speaking to 
Tyson, as though utterly con- 
fident of victory. 

When the bell sounded to 
end the 10th round, all three 
official judges had Holyfield 
so far ahead that Tyson, who 
staggered back to his corner, 
could only win by a knock-oat. 
Thirty seconds into the 
eleventh, Holyfield knew that 
he had pulled off one of the 
biggest upsets in boxing his- 
tory when Halpem stepped in 
to end the contest. 

To his immense credit, 
Tyson was gracious in defeat. 
“1 want to commend you." he 
said to Holyfield. “I have the 
greatest respect for you. I 
want to shake you by the 
hand." 

Was it that Tyson had not 
felt a serious blow to the 
head since before serving 
three years in prison - none 
of the four men be had sub- 
sequently fought landed a 
blow on him - or that be can 
no longer summon up those 
formidable powers that had 
spread terror throughout the 
heavyweight division? Was it 
simply that Holyfield fought 
above himself? 

They wifi fight again to an- 
swer those prodding ques- 
tions - and it will be a big one. 
The biggest. 

■ Ken Jones 



, Augusta, the second Sunday in 
ApriL Tiiming off Washington 
Road, you leave behind the 
tack and tat of modem Amer- 
ica and enter the fantasy land 
of Augusta National. 

Let your imagination run 
riot and the script will not 
match the drama of events to 
come. On the morning of the 
final round of the US Masters, 
even the dogwood and azaleas 
tingle with anticipation. 

Not this Sunday. The press 
room was hard at work. "‘Greg 
Norman yesterday buried the 
demons of Masters disasters 
past - Larry Mize et al - to be- 
come, at 41, the oldest first- 
time winner of a green 
jacket.-* For those working 
against a five-hour time dif- 
ference, the story was already 
written. In Australia, it was al- 
ready rolling off the presses. 

Everyone was unanimous. 
Not even the Great White 
Tadpole could lose this one 
from six in front. “Greg, not 
even you can muck this one 
up," tire late lamented Peter 
Dobereiner told Norman on 
Saturday evening. If Dobere- 
iner has ascended to a better 
place, Norman still does not 
have the key to the upstairs 
champions' locker room at 
Augusta. 

That afternoon. Norman, 
who had equalled the course 
record with a 63 in the first 
round, took possession of the 
record for the biggest lead ever 
lost in a major championship. 
His pulled drive at the first hole, 
setting up a bogey, may have 
oo^ctrt his advantage over Nkk 
Faldo from six to five shots, but 
it Showed the Australian's game 
was just a fraction off. At Au- 
gusta, that is too much. 

The course was playing hard 
and fast, the landing area for 
approach shots on the greens 


no more than five square feet 
(and not necessarily anywhere 
near the hole). While Norman 
went for the flags as usual Fal- 
do finessed he way into the tar- 
get areas. While the overall 
result recalled the third round 
of the 1990 Open, Faldo recre- 
ated the brilliance of his last 
four holes (after he had let a 
comfortable lead slip to John 
Cook) at Muixfield in '92. Ex- 
cept ne did it for all 18 holes. 

Six shots changed hands 
from the eighth to the 12th. 
Norman’s approach spun off 
the front of the ninth green, his 
chip was too strong at the 
tenth and he missed from 18 
inches at the next At the short 
12th, his tee shot was sucked 
into the water off the bank. 
'Rvo ahead, Faldo produced an 


13th, and when Norman again 
found water at the 16th it was 
all over. 

Faldo shot a 67, the best 
score of the day, Norman a 78, 
an 1 1-shot swing. On the 18th, 
the adversaries embraced. “1 
told him 1 didn’t know what to 
say, 1 just wanted to give him 
a hug," Faldo said. 

Norman added: “What he 
said brought tears to my eyes. 
He’s gone way up in my esti- 
mation." He added: “I played 
like shit". Ttao days later, he 
went ahead with a party on his 
yacht, Aussie Rules £L If his 
form has not quite recovered 
then, nor has Faldo’s reached 
such apeak again. At the time 
Fsddo said be hoped the day 
would be remembered for him 
winning, bur realised that Nor- 
man losing would be the story. 

Eight months later. Faldo 
said: “My final-round 67 is re- 
alty being recognised now. It 
was one of [he best rounds any- 
one has ever played in a major” . 

Andy FarreU 



Five to savour (clockwise from top left): Evander Holyfield knocks down Mike Tyson on his way to the world 
heavyweight title; Michael Johnson celebrates victory in the Olympic 200m final; Frankie Dettori leaps into the 
record books with seven wins at Ascot; England players celebrate an Alan Shearer goal during the 4-1 drubbing of the 
Dutch at Euro 96; Nick Faldo consoles Greg Norman after the final round of the Masters Photographs: Allsport/PA 



Thursday 

1 August 


A golden moment 
for golden shoes 


Tfou know the realty big events 
in athletics because your bean 
tells you. 

Boom, boom, boom, pound- 
ing in your chest, as Linford 
Christie prepares for the 1992 
Olympic 100 metres final, as 
Jonathan Edwards speeds to- 
wards the take-off board at the 

1995 world championships. 

On 1 August tins year, m the 
sticky evening heat of At- 
lanta's Centennial Stadium, 
there was a sense of anticipa- 
tion which surpassed that of 
any the previous or subse- 
quent Olympic track sessions. 

Everything - the evening, the 
Games - seemed to centre on 
one man intent upon a historic 
adiievcmait: Mk&ael Johnson. 

Men had won the 100 and 
200 metres at the Games; Al- 
berto Juamorena had taken 
gold at 400 and 800m in 1976; 
but no one had ever won the 
200 and 400. After convincing 
officials to alter the schedule to 
allow him a decent shot at both, 
the 28-year-old Texan seemed 
to go out of his way to increase 
the pressure upon himself. 

Four years earlier, as the 
world 200m champion, John- 
son had failed to reach the 
Olympic final after his prepa- 
rations had been ruined by 
food poisoning. Yet, after that 
devastating experience, here he 
was again in Atlanta, talking 
freely about his expectations, 
even running in golden shoes. 
Was this hubris about to be 
punished by the gods? 

The first pan of his ambition 
had been accomplished with- 
out undue strain three days 
earlier as be had won the 
400m final against a field lack- 
ing the iryured world record 
holder Butch Reynolds. 

But this race was going to be 
different, due to the presence 
of Frankie Fredericks, a man 
in the form of his life. Two 
weeks before the Olympics 
had begun, the Namibian - a 
double silver medallist at the 


1992 Games - had ended 
Johnson’s unbroken sequence 
of 21 wins over 2Gtim with a 
narrow victozy in Oslo. 

After being forced to settle 
for another silver in the 300m, 
where he had run to within 
0.01 sec of the world record ear- 
lier in the season, there 
seemed a possibility that Fred- 
ericks might just spoil John- 
son's Olympics. 

The gun went. A crowd of 
82,000 people produced a 
deep, gathering roar. Boom, 
boom, boom. And as the two 
men completed their turn the 
possibility was still faintly 
there, even though the Amer- 
ican - who runs so upright he 
seems about to fall over back- 
wards - was ahead. 

Then, like a spaceship switch- 
ing to warp speed, Johnson 
parted company with his fellow 
athletes ana embraced history. 

When this urbane, quietly 
spoken man glanced across at 
the digital clock to see his win- 
ning time, his expression was 
almost crazed, 19.32 seconds, 
a full 034 sec inside his own 
outstanding world record. 

That earlier run had 
chipped 0.06sec of Pietro 
Meonea's 24-ycar-old mark 
of 19.72sec. Never before in the 
history of the event had the 
official record been lowered by 
more than 0.2scc. 

Many observers felt Ihe only 
comparable performance was 
Bob Beamon's stupendous 
1968 Otympic long jump of 
8.90 metres, which improved 
the world record by more than 
a foot. It was a defining mo- 
ment of the 1996 Olympics. 

Fredericks, meanwhile, ran 
the race of his life to finish in 
19.68sec - four metres adrift. 
“I thought when Michael ran 
19.66 it was incredible,” Fred- 
ericks said, “lb run 1932. I 
don’t know what to say. 

There are 82,000 who will. 
“I was there.” 

Mike Rowbottom 



Seventh heaven 
or Dettori ; ?i: 


The card for the first day of As- 
oor's Festival meeting, on 28 
September, had a distinctly 
trappy look to it As the clever 
trousers with their form books 
pored over the options on a par- 
ticularty competitive afternoon, 
other, smaller, punters around 
the country had thought of a 
better system. They helped 
themselves to the bonsai biros 
of the local betting shops and 
kept writing the name of 
Frankie Dettori's mounts on 
their slips. Seven winners later 
they helped themselves again 
from the counter. 

There were numerous re- 
ports of people wagering in 
coppers and picking up ticty 
cheques after the Italian's 
unique achievement. His ef- 
forts made him the only jock- 
ey to go through the card (at 
odds of 25,095-1) at a seven- 
race meeting in Britain. Only 
two men have ever gone 
through a six-race card. 

If this feat had to be 
achieved, it was almost in- 
evitable that it would gravitate 
to the man from Milan. His his- 
toric moment came just six 
years to the day after he rode 
his first Group One winner, cm 
Markofdistinction. and dur- 
ing that time he has made more 
impression ou the spon since 
a chap called Lester PSggoit 
was in his pomp. One of them 
looks permanently as if his pet 
dog has died, the other is close 
to being annoyingly upbeat 
all the time without ever quite 
managing it. 

Dettori’s first winner at As- 
cot was on Wall Street, where, 
doubtlessly, he will have a 
growing portfolio as his earn- 
ings both in and out of the 
sport expand. Then came Dif- 
fident and Marie Of Esteem, in 
the big race of the day, the 
Queen Elizabeth H Stakes. 


By the time Decorated Hero 
won the fourth, Dettori was be- 
ginning to assist the numerically 
challenged by holding up his 


achievement The fingeis kept 
flicking up as Fatefully, 
Lochangel and finally Fujiyama 
Crest galloped on to the man- 
uscript of the record books. 

It became as close to 
bonkers as a crowd at (he 
Royal racecourse can get and 
in die middle of them all was 
a little chap hosing his audi- 
ence down from an immense 
champagne bottle. The trade- 
mark flying dismouni had been 
heavily employ ed 

Since Dettori day the epony- 
mous hero has barely had time 
to fit in sleep. Commemorative 
awards have been arriving by 
the crateload, his bottom has 
visited just about every chat- 
show host’s settee - and he has 
even managed to ride a few 
more winners. 

As for the bookmakers. 28 
September 1996 was not the 
cataclysm they portrayed at the 
time. That lazy, and pre- 
dictable. response detailed an 
occasion ox unrecoverable 
penury. The fall scale of this 
apocalypse was revealed re- 
cently when Coral announced 
their profits for the year. 

Coral did not lose money in 
1996. Following the nightmare 
that was Dettori day, then- 
profits merely dwindled from 
£17m to just a million pounds 
less. They say the day cost them 
£4m. but are not willing to 
speculate on the free adver- 
tising or the size of the new in- 
flux of victims drawn to the 
betting shop. These book- 
makers, as much as drama 
buffs, must thank Frankie Det- 
tori for his unprecedented 
achievement. 

Rickard Edmondson 


It was a magnificent evening for 
every Englishman, but for one 
spectator the 4-1 rout of the 
Dutch was a special night in- 
deed. Phil Baynes is an English 
site engineer who was working 
on a project in the Netherlands. 
On the afternoon of Tuesday 18 
June be flew back to London 
for the game, returning to work 
the following day. 

“They were full of it," here- 
called this week. “Dressed in or- 
ange and mouthing off about 
what they were going to do to us. 
At the airport they gave out or- 
ange scarves to everyone - 1 de- 
clined mine. I asked a few what 
they thought the score would be 
and a lot said 3-1 or 4-1. 1 don't 
think they envisaged it would be 
England getting the four. 


“The flight back was a more 
sombre affair. I had my England 
shirt on and I was still bubbling. 
I was humming 'Three Iions’. 
No-one would meet my eye. 

“At work they were all apolo- 
getic about qualifying after play- 
ing so badly. I then went on site 
with my shirt on, an England 
scarf, and with a big red cross 
and 4-1 written on my white hard 
hat. 1 had 10 rub the 4-1 off 
though after a bigDutch welder 
chased me with a hammer.” 

At this point Baynes, who is 
still working in the Nether- 
lands and was speaking on the 
telephone, said he had better go 
- his work colleagues were get- 
ting fed up with being remind- 
ed. “They tell me: ‘one win and 
you go on about it forever . 


Tuesday 

18 June 


Dutch masters humiliated by rampant England 


It was a memorable night. 
When Wembley secured the 
right to be rebuilt as the new na- 
tional stadium last week, its 
backers may have briefly cast 
their mind bade to 18 June and 
offered a private vote of thanks 
to Teny Venables. 

Rom welcoming the first, 
flag-waving arrivals, to bidding 
adieu to the last, tired but elat- 
ed groundsman, the old laity of 
stadia had rocked as never be- 
fore. After that the Football As- 
sociation’s vote was settled. 

“I don’t remember anything 
like it in *66 and there were 


more people in the ground 
. then," Venables recalled. “It 
was wonderful against Scot- 
land on the Saturday and I 
thought: ‘Howare they going to 
match that' -but they were even 
better.” 

Even before the rout began, 
the crowd were in full voice. 
“Three Lions" and the nation- 
al anthem were belted out with 
gusto to a sea of red-and-white 
flags of St George. Then Eng- 
land played with a style and 
panache even their most ardent 
supporters had not dared hope 
for. Most, indeed, had merely 


hoped for a stalemate, knowing 
that a draw would send both 
teams into the quarter-finals. 

The Dutch had problems 
and were not the same team 
which had been made compe- 
tition favourites when first 
drawn with England in De- 
cember. Edgar Davids had 
been sent home, Marc Over- 
mars had not arrived, Patrick 
Khtivert was struggling for fit- 
ness. Dennis Bergkamp was 
unhappy playing at centre-for- 
ward. But they were still a very 
good team. 

England had their own wor- 


scrappy i 
Switzerland had been followed 
by an unconvincing win over 
Scotland. Teddy Sheringham 
and Darren Anderton were 
searching for form. Tony 
Adams was playing in pain. 
They bad Dot beaten the Dutch 
in five meetings since 1981 
Terry Venables kept faith 
with the same XI that played 
the Swiss and Scots but re- 
arranged them into die “Christ- 
mas tree" with Sheringham 
and Steve McManaman playing 
off Alan Shearer. Vindication 
arrived in the 23rd minute as 


Danny Blind brought down 
Paul Ince after McManaman’s 
run. Shearer, who had already 
had a shot kicked off the line, 
buried the penalty. 

Die turning points came five 
minutes either side of the 
break. First David Seaman de- 
nied Bergkamp with a splendid 
reaction save low to his left. 
Then Sheringham twisted to 
head in Gascoigne's corner. 

Eleven minutes later it was 
4-0. Gascoigne's dribble, and 
Sheringham’s immaculately dis- 
guised pass; set up Shearer. 
Then Sheringham pounced af- 
ter Erwin van der Sar spilled 
Anderton’s shot. 

“The atmosphere was in- 
credible,”recalled another in 
the crowd. Bob Burgess, who 


had driven up from Somerset. “H 
was a mixture of shock and de- 
light. All the way up 1 had con- 
vinced myself it vrouid be (MX We 
could noT believe that we could 
play that well." The reaction in 
the press box was similar. 

Meanwhile, at Villa Park. 
Scottish fans watching the 
match with Switzerland found 
themselves cheering England's 
progress. For 36 heady minutes 
they thought they, too. would 
qualify. 

A late goal from Huiven pul 
the Scots out but it could not 
prevent the Netherlands’ heav- 
iest defeat for 20years. “Every- 
thing happened exactly as Teny 
Venables said it would," re- 
called Sheringham afterwards. 

Glenn Moore 
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sport 


Lacroix has credentials to kick Quins into 


Rugby Union 

CHRIS HEWETT 


Thu United Nations off-shoot 
commonly known as Harle- 
quins -or. more correctly in this 
multi-cultural and busmess-con- 
scious age, NBC Harlequins in 
deference to the London club's 
Japanese sponsors -gnws more 

exotic bv the day. Thieny 
Lacroix, the most relentlessly ac- 
curate goalidcfcer in last year's 
World Cup. is about to pitch up 
at The Swop via the French rug- 
hv hotbed of Dax and the South 
African citadel of Durban. 

Lacroix, who has agreed in 
principle to a 30-month deal 


worth an estimated £25Qfr00 and 
is now waiting for formal clear- 
ance from the various govern- 
ing bodies who still own a piece 
of m m, has been pencilled m for 
a derby debut against 'fl&sps to- 
monow week. He is unquestion- 
ably a major capture, if only 
because he will add steel to 
Quins’ notoriously fragile kick- 
ing game; indeed, he may well 


in the bud Will Carling's fledg- 
ling career as a marksman. 

But as Quins may well cEscwer 

when they take on the League 
leaders, Leicester, on home turf 
today -a game they must win to 
breathe new life into their own 
faltering title ambitions - the 


signing of the season belongs to 
the Tigers. It is becoming in- 
creaangty dear that Bob Dwyer, 
the Australian World Cup-win- 
ning coach who moved to 
Wslfbrd Road during die sum- 
mer. has succeeded in adding a 
genome cutting edge to the 
Leicester juggernaut. % so do- 
ing, he has made them the team 
to beat in all three leading com- 
petitions, the Comage Champ- 
ionship, the Hemeken European 
Cbpand the Fifltington Cup. . 

Not that Dwyer cousdere 
the job even half-done. On die 
contrary, he almost damns his 
side with faint praise. There are 
no grand duns and talk of the 
fact that Leicester are on top of 


the domestic pile and favourites 
to beat the champions TbuJouse 
in next weekend's European 
Cup semi-finals. “We move the 
ban quite niody at times and by 
the end of the season 1 hope 
well be a reasonable side,” he 
said yesterday. “By the end of 
next season we may almost be 
quite good.” Calm down, Bob. 
Don’t get carried away. ' 

As usual with Dwyer, there 
is some dever psychology going 
on here. He knows foil wefl that 
Leicester possess the outstand- 
ing pad; m English rugby and 
is even more impressed oy their 
defensive commitment - he ac- 
tually uses the word “outstand- 
ing” in chat respect, which is 


something of a departure. But 
he does not like cangjfacency id 
any shape or form and, with a 
solid month of crucial matches 
ahead of him, the comfo rt zone 
is no place to be. 

*Tm sure that the players 
would be intensely disappoint- 
ed if they were to . find them- 
selves without a trophy come 
May,” he said. "But I don’t want, 
them to think in those tenns. 
The only way to approach fire 
game is to concentrate onim- • 
provemeot, both individual and 
collective. While I believe there 
is a tor more dynamism and va- 
riety to this side than at the stmt 
of the campaign - the ball skSIs 
are a little better and the wo- 


McGrath 
has Lara’s 
measure 


Cricket 

TONY COZIER 
reports from Melbourne 
Australia 219 
West Indies 233-9 


With their tall, lean, mean fast 
howler Glenn McGrath again to 
the fore, Australia regained the 
initiative from a tentative West 
Indies on the second day of the 
Third Test yesterday. Hardly de- 
livering a loose ball in 21 overs 
of sustained pace and accuracy 
in the day, McGrath dictated 
terms from the start to batsmen 
overly concerned with carefully 
building the kind of lead the 
West Indies require to win the 
match and keep their interest in 
the series alive. He finished 
with 5 for 40 from 27 overs. 

The West Indies ended (he 
day 14 runs ahead and, as they 
have to bat last on a pitch already 
showing signs of wear after two 
cloudless days of sunshine, they 
face an enormous challenge 
simply to remain in contention. 

Among McGrath's victims 
was Brian Lara for the fourth 
time in five innings in the series, 
a sequence that prompted the 
bowler's not unrealistic assess- 
ment afterwards that he had got 
the celebrated left-hander's 


measure. 

Lara was caught at second 
slip for two, cutting at the 18th 
ball he faced. It was the third 
successive time be bad fallen for 
a single figure score to Mc- 
Grath, and was a significant 
handicap to the West Indies’ 
suspect hatting that had ,de- 
moted him in the order to No 
4 in the hope that he would have 
the cushion of a reasonable start 
to regain lost touch. 

“The answer is to keep it tight 
at him,** McGrath said. “He 


likes to play his shots and he’ll 
give you a chance.” 

From over the wicket or 
round, that has been the Aus- 
tralian plan to Lara since the 
1995 scries in the Caribbean, 
when they regained the Frank 
Worrell Trophy after 18 years in 
West Indies* possession. In his 
last 11 innings against Aus- 
tralia, Lara has managed only 
one half-century. 

McGrath's efforts made up 
for the loss of his fellow pace- 
man, Jason Gillespie, who 
strained a side muscle during his 
second over yesterday. He will 
not bowl again in this Test and 
is doubtful for his hometown 
Test in Adelaide on 25 January. 

The pattern for the day was 
established in the first hour 
when the overnight pair, the 
left-handers Robert Samuels 
and Shhnarine Chanderpaul, 
were restricted by the miserly 

ranso^ 15 ewers. 

Samuels managed only two 
scoring strokes from his 57 
balls before he edged his drive 
off Shane Wame to be smartly 
taken, low to his left at slip, by 
Mark Taylor. 

Lara followed five minutes 
before lunch and, when Carl 
Hooper ran himself out soon 
afterwards and Chanderpaul’s 
untroubled but pedestrian 58 
was ended after three and a half 
hours by McGrath's left-handed 
return catch, the West Indies 
were tottering at 107 for 5. 

It took a cricketer of no par- 
ticular repute but a whole- 
hearted, uncomplicated attitude 
to free them from their self- 
imposed shackles, but Junior 
Murray’s brave counter-attack 



Jimmy Adams hits put against Australia in Melbourne yesterday Photograph; Allsport 


and his partnership of 90 for the 
sixth widest with Jrauny Adams 


sixth widest with Jrauny Adams 
came too late for a complete 
revival. 


Murray, back in place of 
Courtney Browne for the first 
time in a Tfest since the series 
against England in the summer 
o? 1995, immediately stamped 
his authority on proceedings, 
crashing an off-driven boundary 
off McGrath as fiercely as any 
ball was struck in the innings 
and hoisting Wane over long- 
on for another four. 

Boosted by his swashbuckling 
86 in the World Series one-day 
international against Pakistan 
last week. Murray attacked with 
the same positive effect and. 


with Adams his steady partner, 
soon put bowling and fielding 
that had seemed so restraining 
into perspective. 

He came unstuck against the 
second new ball when his com- 
pulsion to hook led to his dis- 
missal from a top-edged stroke 
that was caught at long leg off 
McGrath. 

Adams remained to the end, 
unbeaten 54 after a dogged 
vigil of three and three quarter 
hours but others kept falling and 
Australia ended the day in the 
happier position. 


Socond dby: AuteeBa won tort 
mjsidmja - flmt Map 219 (G S Btowott 
62; C E L Antrart 5-56). 

WEST urns - ffcrt kwfev 
<0*irt#*29fbr« 

RGSvnuebc Taylor b warns — -IT 

S Q K fenwJ c and b McGrath ~5B 

B C Lars c VAma o McGram 2 

C l Hooper nm our — — — .7 

JCAdams runout 54 

MR Mai* cRaiMbMc&atti — -53 

I R Bishop lw b McGrath 0 

CEL Ambrose b W*rr» 8 

K C G Borfamat b Retfto IX 

•CAWtosn not out — : 3 

Extras Ob 7 b4 nbS) 14 


Trtto {tor 9,103 unarm) 

Fail (earth 2-62. 3-71, 486. 5-107, ( 
T-197785X5, 9-230. 

Buiifcg Moarah 27-UMO& BrtM 29 
IW3K Wwna 2S3«>-2: G*sm 3-1 
ESawott 9-3-19-0; 3 R WMRi 10-5-22 
UrapfcocS V uJrtan »i u irai IlntW rtd I 





TODAY 


ARE YOU A SPORTS FAN? 


To keep up to date with what’s 
happening when and where 


* 


has produced a 


Calendar of World Sport 1997 


in association with Ralph Lanren Polo Sport 

A full colour glossy version of 
The Independent's Calendar of World Sport 1997 
is available at just £2.95 


To receive \our copy, complete the coupon below in BLOCK CAPITALS and send, together 
with >vmr cheque or" postal order to : Independent Sports Calendar Offer, JEM House, Little 
; Mead. Crank’igh, Surrey Glib KND. Allow 28 days for delivery. Offer subject to availability 
and UK reader, only. If not satisfied return within 7 davs for full refund. 


} Send to ; The Independent Sports Calendar, JEM House. Little Mead. Cranleigh, Sur- "j 
i revGUhSND 


Name .. 


Address 


Postcode — 


Please send me Sports Calendar(s) at £2.95 each inc. p&p. 

I enclose my chcque/PO No for the amount of £ crossed 


and made payable to Newspaper Publishing pie IND 826. Please write your name and 
address on the back please. Or debit my Acccs& Visa account by the amount of £ 


Card No : f I...J ..„*w 


Signature Expire Dale 

□ Please tick this hux if you do not wish to receive future offers from Newspaper Publishing 
pie «ir Innn companies approved by them. 


■Vfe muttered them and tfiey 
know it We ffippin’ hammered 
them. David LJoytf. the Eng- 
land coach, after his team’s 
draw with Zimbabwe in ttietkst 
Test. 

■ Wwn you are dying to save 
a Tfest match, >ou tiy ew*y trick 
in the book. Msta lrC iiii tW, 
the Zimbabwe captesT, defends 
his country’s negative bowftng. 

■ l can’t explain wty cur bats- 
men keptgsttfng themsehas 

out Uojal after England's bat- 
ting co&apse on the first day 
of the second Test. 

■ We are always protected by 
10 bodyguards. Boris Beck- 
er, the German tennis player, 
who may leave Ns country to 
Kve in the Ift&ed States be- 
cause of fears for bis temti/s 
security. 

■ I would doubt the record wfi 
be broken tn the modem 
game. Peter SMfton, who 
made Ns LOOOth Football 
Lea#« appearance when he 
played far Leyton Orient against 
Sngiton last Sunday 

B players have a nat- 

ural gft for runnklg but. as for 
explosiveness and reaction 
Qmev they cant match the Ital- 
ians, to socceryou have to do 
more than run. MMdles- 
broutf>'s.Fahr&k> Revane*. 


r. .1 II. ■ ■ 
rOuuwn 

Matches not an pools coupons; 3.0 
stated; subject to p/tet) Inspections 
BM IMJXHALL CONFERENCE- Aftrkb 
cham v Bremwow Rnerc Fambom u dy 
v Dow Gaaafeod vHaffl^c Wddawr*- 
sarHameravBathQKNortfiwichVicto- 
ra v MoMcambK Southport v HeGraaferd; 
StolybridRs Caftic v RucMan & Diamonds; 
Swenaga v Hqnc toitofd v MMtaC W> 
MngvSJoutfi. 

K3S LEAGUE Prtxfltor DMatoc too* * 
Gray*. f*rt DMMon: tooling & Mfeham link- 


ed * Lwut Pennant Wbjnatetoe v Baritfwn- 
rtacf town. S wcoad OhrMwc Bartons V 
Chdtont Si Fean MetropoStan PoScu v 
Cheahirc WtonWay » EdgMom. TDM BvK 
atow Epsom & Bwll v VAn^te & Fnchton 
UMBOND LEASUE Prwntor phtorar 
Bamber Bodge v BMh Spartans; B aho p 
AucMand v BantMC Boston Utd v 2 
moon Chortoy v Burton; FrteMay * -i,wi 
■R wm; Gintfay v Emfcy: Krtcamlay v Galna- 
bonxigh; LancaatarvMartne; LeATbwnv 


Cotoiyn Say, Runcorn vAcovi0sn Stanley; 
Winsferf UnJ v Hyde Utd. Rrat DhWoiC 
Bradfart fWi Awnua v Mattock town; Oor»- 
toan v Cunw Ashton; Drojteton v 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


All 18 members of the N^er- 
tan factor squad announced 
in Lagos yesterday for next 
month's World Cup qualifier 
in Kenya are with overseas 
dubs: 16 from Europe, one 
from the United States and 
one from South Africa. 


— i 


Great Harmed town v LeWK Netf wrt eW 
v Fftrtorv Radenffe Borou^i v Wamngton 
town; Sttckabndts PSv Aahtarr Urmad; 
WMOey Bay v H a rogata town; Vtortongton 
w Mwnon LR; Worioop town v Fraley Oatoc 
DR MARTENS LEMUE Preoriar DMaion; 
AOtemana v Glouoester Ctty; Batdock 
1a*n v Gmesend Sc Nontdleet; CenMfr 
City v tehfart TbMU ChahrrtouJ v SudOiiy 
town; Chartanham v Nunaaton; Crawley 
tonnvRiiwcDoRhestarvHnQrMKGKB- 
ley Roms v Kna lynn; Mertfiyr IjdS w Hate- 
sowon town; SftSn^ouma v Salisbury; 
Wor»wa»vNo^ortAPC.MWant10t- 
v M c ne BathwrttUMwnkartBntortirPuO- 
l«y town v SoRwt; Ewcsham Utd v BBnon 
town; HtocWey town v Garstam toarc Moor 
Greati v Rsrtttch Uwfc Pag* feng» v 
Shepshad Oyramo; Hacaw Oub Wantock 
* Raunds Tbwv r to th waB towi v VS Rug. 
tx SxutMdr V Srtton Q*»ekl HrareTbm- 
worth v Swffbrt Ranpva. SMtfrani 
DMrions Ondartad towt v ■RwAmdes tora^ 
OMMoerv Mao' iwre CteMdm Iran 

V Bashtow Owrtfrt v Buctonaam town; 
Fisher AthtetcvWte; HaetvMagaB; He- 
MvE^XBehadoKNawpaitlOWvWB- 
aaon-aupwMan; Si LeonarwStamcroft w 
Ftarest Green: MMub' v Vfeymouttr; VWt- 
ney v tonbncl^ Angeto. 

UMJET SUSSEX COUNTY LEASUE first 
Division: Arundel v South*** HMMten 
townvWbc Hraao dav Hoaham; Mia Oak 
vlwpKy Sports; QatowodvPeBcehewn 
ATeiscomiie; fwarn v Burges ml Inwi: 
PortfieM V TtowBr^tt SaMdaran Untted 
v Rmenan Shoreham v EWtoaume town; 
Whitahawk v Setose 

UHLSPORT UMTED COUNTCS LEASUE 
P rac n to ra v W ane Bourne vCoBgrtioa; Das. 
bofOudtv Boewn town; EynesbuiyvKemp- 
stDrcFMSormvwean^eniugcHotoeacti 
vWooBav. Lang 8u^>v a Neats; Wan 

V Marion StocMana; SpMnf v Nontrarp- 
ton Soencer Stamford v Newport Pa^wfl; 
Stotfold v Stewarts & Uoyd* 
9CREWRXDKBCT LEARUE Premier IB- 
viaiow BWetom v tornigDon; Oi^penham 
town v BHdpoft 

NORnemCOUNTES EAST LEMUCPr*- 
onfar ttortnon; Oeneby v Selby; Gtets- 
hougtmn weitee v Snefltoht Hdtsm tr 
AmakTRmn; Hatfield ManaQssettAtoion; 



fideuce bkjber - wc are not yet 
dose to where I want us to tw." 
Dy?yer- was forced into wo 


tng fris ocffisufo-hatf Rob Liley' 
and his centre Smart Potto 1 to 
rixmlder izynzies. Niall Makme 
takes ova- the pivot role while 
Lem. Lloyd moves Inside from 
the left wing to partner the 
blpssqnmt'tviQ Greenwood in 
mid fi^Thar allows Roiy Un- 


intemational brigade rather 
than any home-grown p layers 
who might just drag England 
out of the doldnnns, it is fining 
that Francois Pienaar should 
make his debut for Saracens 
against the hapless struggles 
ftomOuell today- 

South Africa’s former captain 

. _ j i Mn-lr. 


juuu,™..— — — * . 

— dumped by Andre Mark- 
graaff, &e Springbok coach, to 
the astonishment of Nelson 

Maadda, no less -teams up with 

Michael Lynach, Phfliroe Sel- 
la and snnuty Celts in a side mat 

mirfitj a year or so ago, have 
been fiekfed fcy the Barbarians. 

Of far more interest to na- 
tional selectors, both from 
Wales and those in the early 


^^^fiipiiiaaows of seccmcL 


itxnf-up frnstra- 


Camgted con^tmy. 

sfamiog 
-bn ihte 


efa.no less -teams TO with Bis new emo, o w. — 

ssraaa® 



rough India 


Soak Africa 23Sand 164-4 

- 


a sttahgleboldi 
against TncfeT r 


fooriprodgedpabe attack, took 
5for40asliufe-werercMtedf6r 
lD0>in39.1 overs- their lowest 
five-day total agidnst the South 
Africans. ‘ " • 

It gave South Africa a first- 
innings lead, erf 135, and the 
opener Andrew Hudson, who 
top-scored with 80 first -time 
around, and Adam Bacharbtah 
on that with a second-wicket 
partnership of 111 as the home 
side dosed on 164 for 4 in then- 
second inning Hudson (52) 
batted authoritatively for his 
second fifty of the match and 
Bacher, on his^ Tfest debut, made 
a composed 55 for South Africa 
to establish a lead of 299 going 
into the third day. 

White India had the better of 
the first day in d i smissi n g South 
Africa for 235, their batsmen 
struggled yesterday against a 
quartet who took advantage of 
a pitch offering pace and 
bounce. Donald, forced to quit 
the recent series in India mid- 
way through the second Tbst due 
to a hedinjury, bowled with hos- 
tility to collect his seventh five- 
wicket haul at Test level He was 
wiell Stippdrted Uy bOtfT Shaun 
Pollock and Brian fMcMKan, 
who took two wickets efeh: 5 * 


No Indian batsman reached 
20as they were dismissed for the 
third-towest "test total compiled 
at Klogsmead Cricket Ground, 
after Australia's 75 and South 
Africa’s 99 in the same match 
during the 1949-50 series. 

- Saurav Ganguly had . the 
highest score of 16 but the key 
wicket was that of die Indian 

Ca ptafn .9wriitn T?»nrinn«>r . From 
successive deliveries he dispat- 
ched Don&d to the boundary 
but next ball he was compre- 
hensively beaten by a rapid 
off-cutter to be bowled through 
the gate for 15. 

Second dur^msaworrtosa 
R0U1AHRCA fRrttmitoR»23S tAHud 

m BO; B K v MMOl 


Nevill on 
look-out 
for talent 


Hockey 

BILL COUMUT 


2-C6 

V tahore c Hudson b OanoU 
WV Rvnsn bfirtoefc 


SGmdycKlUBararbRoiioek _ — _16 

-S ft TwxJuBrer b Donato 15 

MAa»ni«te.cBacfterbM«nan — -IS 

R S OmM IraUfMcliton „_7 

tNRMw^acRUanfionb Donato 4 

A Kumbte 


i Srtmth c CuRmh bJJcxnto ; —0 

D Johnson c BMWbDcrrtd . — 3 

BK V Prasad 6 Rfiftrfttonb Nnenar ._ 4 
Extra* 8>4 fc3 nbTvQ 16 

Total (83J. raran) J . i 

rm 1-2. 2-22; 338, *62. 968. 6-7 * 7-74. 

8-74, 9-89. •- TZ - . « 

Bowtar Donato 166-40*0*0. Pcfock 8- 
2-18-2 C5hbL Minr 
McMOsi 8-2-77-2 ••• • 


SOUTH AFRICA- SMOnd Mrt* 

AC Hudson c DwxMkar tr Kv^roB -J — 52 
GKkitencD»w»bPras»tf 2 

AMB*ChorcToncfctofbttonbto-.._5B 
DJCuRnanc Morjtfs b Aratof -^— ' --3 

*W J CranjB not out — 17 

H HObbs not out— 25 

Extra* (b5 tn nbffl — *—10 

Total (for 4) — . .. 184 

Mfc 1-4,2-115. 3-120.4-320- * 

P awtectP lS6-A2K>Onb); 

Kucrtfa 10^0-2; Gan^2-0^rt 

• ■ ■ y •>*. 4 ' : ' 


* 4IS-TW nf • - f. 


Hollioake fights on 


Surrey’s Ben Hollioake was the 
lone star as England faltered 
against Pakistan in the third Un- 
der-19 Test m Lahore yesterday. 

Having bowted out Pakistan 
for 237, the stage was set for 
England to build on the earli- 
er successes of the three-match 
series, which, they lead 1-0. De- 
spite a promising start, the 
batsmen failed to dominate the 
seamer Abdul Ras^ or the 
leg-spinner Imran Thtiir and 


were 167 for 7 at the dose. It 
was left to HoIEoake, who had 
bowted superbly for figures of 
6 for 40 off 22.4 overs, to show 
the specialist batsmen the way. 
He was 44 not out at stumps. 

The day had started well for 
HoHioake - he claimed the 
Pakistan captain AhmarSaeed 
for 77, then mopped up die tail 
with two wickets in two balls. 

TW»iM»l»1EKaaiMw racrad 
PBMMn 237 (5 Arara 77; B HoBort* 64®; 
&R»nd 167 tor 7 CB WtaNi 44 not. 


Again they are likely to be to the 
fore but the dark horses for the 


WEEKEND FIXTURE GUIDE 


Huctoisfl town v An n t to pe WteKwa: Lto- 
eraadae v ARifieto United; North traribyv 
Be^vWOnatoanvMRByMMin*- 
aimt v BitHC IriKMqr v Pontebaa. 
NORTH WEST COUNTES LEASUE Fkst 
□fviaiorc Blackpool . Rovers v Booitle: 
Buncoutfi tf. H tja a n d a to ; potherae v 
f'tanwfch ; FWter 0« Bo*s v Cheddanon; 
NdSRTwe v Eastwood Hentagc Mnmitey v 
AthertonCt*erferNowc>sifeibraivRer»- 
iWnPraaaX Cables vMatoeRMctSattbrd 
CHy v Dararan; TisfloRl v St HSanstom: 
MutfraSQM vGtanop North But 
JEWSON WESSEX LEACtie; BAT Sports 


Nsnborautfr (Z30t; Dewtfury Mow v Upton 
&RW^(21toO«ndBnvl*nsinrf*ri|201. 


Ice hockey 


Rugby UnfcM 

3J3 unless stated 


Hraral ranejg.OHBsHlequinsvLBlces- 
teiMZlSriJOrtfan W*h vVttoa Hanfepoal; 
Saracens v Ooato Mtosps v Northampton: 
Wt LoftusRomO. HHunu l L raaRu a Two: 
NoB lnga mvBadtontRfchrnonavOcwen- 
OK Botberiraw v Btecfttenfc (2.15); 
VAMcaMd v Moseley C250); Watertoo v 
Newcasde (2.15). ftwpo nmt- v 
London Scottish. Nrtfcmrf LaanuaTbraac 


> UnUngiorc Bamertoo Haam U a ri a qu l na 
v EaatMgb; East Cowes vies v Rorasy. 
Gosport v Brochanhursc Raterafisto v 
Aeranucarae I^rtamouBt RNv Wfcnbomv 


Other sports 


Ryde Sports v Boamemouth; Itaictam v 
Oowak Sports; VAvKhur* v tottm. 


RfUe v Leeds (2J5): Haunt v Hanggsta 
030); Liverpool St Helens v Exeter 
(230);lflntoRWBW>vCMonCZ30);Mor- 
ley v L*dnw; Otfey v WharteWe cil5); 
Rasefeng v RossJyn Park (23); Redruth v 
Waned (230). Nsttonrt LarapM Brar 
Itorttc Aspabla vWnester oZsT^tBea- 
con m School Hetefcrd v Handel (23CJ; 
Nuneaton v Stoke-on-Trent (230); San- 
dal V uchfiald 0-151; S hefteW v Men- 
Chester 1230): Stowboder v Praston 


ATtafncKBupaCress-couiDylnteinadon- 

to tDtxham). 


vtotat: Buy town v Kantoch & PwkeatDn; 
Ctoetnn town v StowmartoR town: Felbcs- 
lowav Lowestoft toiwc OoriasBnvHtosaad 
town; March vHadteitoi Unted; Na wma r- 
tae Tom v DOS toen stobuy Mndtem 
vSohamtownRanaara;TfptmsUtdvvVts- 
bech town; VMaboys fow v Gran toemouh 
town; Wrodtam v Woodbrtdgg Tbwrv. 
INTERUNK EXPRESS WOUND ML- 


SNOOKSt Dr Marasns European LeaajofDl- 
wnond Centre. InMn ^xu o u gh). 


TOMORROW 

FbotbaH 

FW HAB* NATIONAL LEAGUE Plrartar O- 


Gras sh oppers (230); WinrSnaan Park v 
Bonuntfiain and SaBwn (2^5). NaOon- 


vWok Boheoilansv Home Farm; Ewnon 

(3-151; Cork OSy v St Rsthcks Ath t2.0): 
UCO v Bray Wanderers 1345). 


men St M ic hs e U v Banrato Bhdgiorth v 
Strattonltown:CmaSMnv&ii&nf;Hatc- 
aowanHanteavSanMrBoRXRlxHincfc- 
tay AtMedc v FWahora Hwn; Petsto Vto v 
Knypwalay Wctoria; Rooester v BtotanaL 
FEDERATION BREWERY NORTHERN 
LEAGUE Rrrt OMaton; BedSnsaxi tort- 1 
are v SMUon; BOnfran ^rahonwv RW 
Nawcaada: Duraton Federation v ton Law 
towxDurhamGQrvChsSMe-SveaCEBB- 
Ington v Mirton; Morpeth town v Stockton; 
South ShMds v GuoOoroutfi town; West 
AucMand v Seehent Rad Stw; MNckham 
vOooklown. 

WMSTONLEAD KENT LEASUE First DL 
v Mt Bstoeraran town v Heme Bay; Can- 
tertwy Cky v Rrkss; Grey Wbnd®»* v 
' Ftam&te; ft*astone kMctt v Ccmthar; 
Greenwich Boroutft v Chatham town; 
Hythe Umd v Deal town; Thamesmsad 
-town v CrockantaB; tonbndra Wb&s v 
Stoda Groan; WWsaWa town * Sfirapajr 
United; Vtootoich town v Pawnhamtoaoi. 
PRESS * JOURNAL MGHLAND LEAGUE 
Buckie Ttuste v Davartawala; Qach- 
nacstdflto v Fort WSsm; Cbw Rart0B5 v 
Hundy: Ksdh v RottWK bxSamouth v EL 


Bg nuntftam an dSoihu O (2-30) . Nal 

bJy'SSoj; Chartton^BartTv^iti 
C230); C h e to an ham v BarWng (2. 


Rugby League 


Ttorad v H<h VAoomba C2307. Westorv 
SLMare vMer Mira. toDstpoowfc Askeans 
v pfymoudK North Vtohham v Bony HIL 
SM0ILBC CUP RRb round: Badwood v 
fftwaum C230). 

WSSH ■MMMLIIMUEFMftMkB 
Bodpend vDeorehy (230); Caraffv Poo- 


ham v Swmnn (3.0). 


K<lv\brk(3.0);CW- 


toWd (230k Dunwnt vCaerphi*jr (230J; 
NMh V UaneR (230); NewbrUga v Ebbw 
Vtoe (23fa; Newport v Swansea (230). 
S aoo nd DhWoa; Abersvon v UWlC 


(CtodHTIrad C23CftAl»tflaiy vUandomy 
{230t Cross Keys v Bonymaen (230); 
UaesrtC v Ysuscteniais C230): Pn 
v Abercynon (230h South Wales 
v BtacfwDOd (23te- 
CUJBfcWCICSiAyi'vWigtPwnSftxeCZO); 


Rtetfby Union 

3 J) unless stated 

TOUR MATC H: Caet phBy v itaty. 

SRU term DtSTRKT CHAMWIONSMP- 
Ctoed wda v S Unhurgi C23Q) far Murray.' 

COURAGE CLUBS CHAMP|ONSW> N»- 


Perertteed v AaaaAatex V»ck Academy v 
Brora Ren®**. 

LEASE OF. WALES: Aberystwyth V Rnt; 
Bnton Renyvabw VSte Caemsrton Two 
v Comtoi’s Quay (23Q); Carmarttien town 
v Mrty aafc Conwy v Newtown; Cwmbran v 
Cemaes Bay; inter CaUe-TH Carrtff v 
WNshpoolp-3C^;ftxih ma dogvBanytowT; 
Rl^l V Ceerews: ton Penro v Bangor Cny 
BOSH LEAGUE COCA-COLA FUOOOUT 
CUP nrrt round first lag Bsiyctorev Lm- 
Nto; Bto^neravGlenznn; Banflor v Mx 
Csirick v Gtonwran; Dtotoay * mtorniB^ 
Lama v Bunder* Neray v Coteram^ 
Omatfi town v Rj it fl dram. 

KARP NAHONAL LEAGUE OF ROAND 
Praftriar Okifate Finn Karps vSMboume 
(730); Sflgo Rcwers v Deny Cttj/ (7301. 


East WrtdBvCunte <20: Forrester FPv 
C ust ra p Wne (2X9; Gh tsgfxr HK v K»- 
n»BKH* C2X): Gals v Stewarts MaMHe 
g* (2/»: G teegoa Acods vMtonw* I2X); 
teERwSnxhenvMasofScodend CLOT. 
Gtoraabesv Madras OdIFP (20); Haik^- 
ton v Preston Lodge 00): Kelso v Akirtck 
^KrtmvSbdkwctuwao): ibtc- 

hofen vied -Forest £2.0); Peebles v K®ar 
C2JJ). 


Hocfcay 

HA UHDER-17 AND UNDER-1S Dnn. 
SgWHLTDUMIIIMEKr: (LO.OSXwi 

AHWIA UNDBKl TERHTOBALTOURii*. 

team Sou® V»«aanifc (930h WfeavftaSi 
(330)[atMXDRNqrasStS(Sui|) ^ ortf1 

gasisss 


Hockey 

RLHOLLW MBRORIAI. MATCH; Chem 
* Pteodertct » (12 X) (K ff Ground. 
Cnesod. 

HA UOBM7 AM) UDBI-15 DM. 
SIONAL TDURNAMBir (10X-5XJ (at 
CStxsn College and Unhersity of West of 
sngand frxxids, Bristol). 

AEWHA aDERaL'IBHTORULTOUR. 
NAfiECli East vMrtands (930)7 Soflh 
v West (1130); Nor* V East (130J (at 
n»nn Keynes StatSum). 

AEWHA WDra-18 AND UNDER-IB 
TOJRNAHN1S (UO40I (at MBton 
Keynes Oub, Yfaughton). 


BnMM 

^ne swjey 

fiss ssa'«5saaa 


Ice hockey 

^^fjwe^tard Flakes v 

atsaflffiavg: 

Paotoroue i Wretes (530). w 


RU0)y I a^twa 

SEX CUT CHAUBKE CUP Ffert mart: 
MRfteh v &cta (20R Wiian St Aides v 
Wfn ftna BR OJ3k Wen s tetocte v Hal- 
bbi Simms Ckae230); Saddewarth v B- 


Baskatbafl 

BUWBSa LEAGUE; Deny v tarceste' 

(730); Wtvfthg v NawcBStle (8X). 
NATIONAL LEAGUE FM Division Men; 
Guddford v CsrdtfL 


Other sports 

S!^c22Ks^ss!5j«w 


A 


ish 


stages of piecing together a Li- 
ons squad for the summer se- 
ries in Pienaar’s backyard, » a 
possible return of Gwyn Jones, 
the outstanding openade flank-w 
er in the four home countnes, 
in today’s match between Car- 
diff andFontypridd. 

Jones, a Llanellt player last 
season, dislocated his shoulder 
during the last Welsh tour of 
Australia and has yet to play for 
hj s new dub, but if he comes 

a.k a .k-aLLi nil Ira rarirtO 




RtoMlHl 






— VjaXuLLX DdU IlKlUto uv A1AI w ^ 

cssion yesterday - it willbe of 
more obvious benefit to British 
ninknthan anvthinff Lacronc or 
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a- Gkrirtl 
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The traditioDal youth touma- 
menls hold the stage this week- 
end. with pride of place going 
to the women’s Under-2 1 ter- 
ritorial event at the Milton 
Keynes National Hockey Sta- 
dium from today until -Monday. 

With England having quali- 
fied for the Junior World Cop 
to be held in Korea in Septem- 
ber, this year's Under-21 com- 
petition will be of particular 
importance. It will give coach 
Mary Nevill an early opportu- 
nity to assess potential players 
under tournament conditions, 
although the weather in Seoul 
is guaran teed to be much more 
favourable for hockey than that 
expected at Milton Keynes. 

Ihe Midlands, who won aQ 
three titles last year, can again 
'be expected to dominate, with 
the Olton dub likely to make an 
•impact. Tbe dub, runaway lead- 
era mDivision One of the Na- 
tional League, supplies four 
top players for the Midlands ~ 
~ Under-21 - the Wright sisters, 
^fcudfia and Sally, along with 
Kerry Moore and their captain 
Jennie Bimson. There are three 
more iutheUnder-lSs, indud- 
Jog Gafa,G«to. whQ last year 
her school, 
King-^dw^Vn Birmingham, 
scored at the Na- 

tkm^.Sfadium. . J, 

The Men’s Under-17 and 
Under-15 tournament at Bris- 
tol will feature a number of pli- 
ers who have already made 
their debuts m the National 
League. 

TWo days into last year’s 
tournament the icy weather 
stopped play, with the Midlands 
on top in both age-groups. 
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fore but the dark horses for the 
senior tide could be the South 
West, coached by Tfeddington’s 
John Barrett, who include Bead- 
ing’s Jonny Loose and Surbiton’s 
Jody Smith. • 
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SUPERLEA6UE: Bracknefl Bees v Man- 
Chester Smrm (6.0); ShaflteM Steetes v 
Nottinfrem Psnfoeie (6.40). 

PRSMBt 1EAGU& Peteitxjrougi Rraas 
v Guiklfcnl Flames (530); Skx^i Jets v 
Medway Basra (63); Sofifni Blaze v 
Wngston Hawks (530); Srtndbn toeLoids' 
vtoifood Tigcra (530). 

NORTHERN PREMIER: Costiereagi 
Kn0its v Btackbum Hawks (6.0). 
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sport 


Irish celebrate a 
Merry Christmas 


Itma^ have been that the feir cit- 
izens of Fishguard, Anglesey 
and Barrow-in-Furness have be- 
gun to hear sniggering coming 
from over the water in the last 
few days. While Britain’s racing 
has been locked into cold stor- 
age, Ireland (which is constant- 
ly reminded about its shabby 
weather) has been going about 
its business quite normally. 

Neither has the fere over the 
Irish Sea been unpalatable fod- 
der. The Leopardstown Christ- 
mas festival has already 
witnessed the rehabilitation of 
the nation’s favourite race- 
horse, Danoli, and yesterday 
there was another potential 
Cheltenham parade at the 
course that was modelled on 
Sandcrwn and mercifully has 
not been brought up to date 
with introduction of frost. 

When Santa packed his 
sleigh he dearly left just about 
all the baggage space for 
Richard Dimwoody, who fol- 
lowed up his win in the King 
George VI Chase with victory 
on Merry Gale at the Dublin 
track. Jim Dreaper s gelding has 
taken some time to return to the 
intimidating opponent he was 
two seasons ago, but the train- 
er attributes thus to a prolonged 
recuperation from a breathing 
operation. ‘Tie was hobdayed 
as a two-year-old and gradual- 
ly tissue decay set in in on his 
larynx,” Dreaper said. “So the 
vet had to cut away the bad tis- 
sue and tie back the rest The 
horse still can't sing but hope- 
fully he can breathe better." 

Merry Gale's win came at the 
main expense of the Queen 
Mother Champion chaser, Kla- 
iron Davis, whose Cheltenham 

Frost prevails 

Musselburgh and Southwell 
were the only meetings yester- 
day to beat the frost Leicester 
and Chepstow had already been 
called off and yesterday, Kemp- 
ton’s fixture and Wetheiby’s 
meeting quickly followed suit 
Tomorrow's scheduled meetings 
at Huntingdon, Newbury and 
Folkestone succumbed to the 
weather yesterday. 


RESULTS 


MUSSELBURGH 
1236: X. MSSELft Dotttn) 4-9 to* 2. 
Homytttoofc* 4-1; 3. Note Esprit 25-1. 10 
ran. 3, 1%. [P MonbBftfi, Rospwfl). TotK 
£150; LL1Q, £X20, £330. Du* Foaxaat 
£2.20. Computer straiffA Forecast £2.63. 
Trto; £1430. 

LOBt 1. BUIE CHARM (R Gantdtf S4; 2. 
Winter Bote 16-1; 3. Hm Tim 100-1. • 
ran. 543toNcfion tie*)- 2?A. KL tM»S Brad- 
bume. Cupar). Tatar £3.10; £130, UM, 
£8.10. OF: £1330. CSF: £3035. Tike 
a.4530. Non fort** OAittv Snort* H»v- 
beam. 

13&3.SM0ISISKIM Motored 7*4 fw; 
2. amtar JL4-1; 3- Uttto RwMnft 50-1. 
10 ran. IX 4. 0 Bony, Coctotarn). Tot*-. 
£230; £130. £230, £330. DR £3230. 
CSF: £24.45. Trio: £4110. Non ftmner CeMc 
Comma. 

ZQ5c llRUHr IDPWra) Mter, z nr»- 
Way Stoat 6-1; 3. MM stes taBs 7-2 5 ran. 
4. l'A- fC Parker, LoctoUft). TotK £2-00; 
£130. £130. DR £3-10. CSR £838. Nfc 
Dq{ Daepor. 

240: 1. HUMWMMUUBMW IN Sitti) 
4-1; 2 Rmartl QIMI 16-1: 3. WOjqM M 
fav. 7 nm.%, i. u Moore, Datngnnl.Tate: 
£5-10; £2.00, £7.10. DR £82.40. CSR 
£50.03. Tricssc £123.02. Wt Judo* field. 

3JSc 2 LORD IAMB (P NMn) 1-4 fat r, 
2. Nutty Solan 6- 13. totem Beach 1£-L 
6 ran. 3, 9. (Ms M Reveley, SaltbumLIM*: 
£130: 0.10. £1-70. DR £1-60. CSR 
£Z6& NR Cottsanm Bey. 

Ptacrewt £124.90- Quat**: £6330. 
Place ft; £63.16. Ptaea & £57.02. 
SOUTHWELL 

12-15: 1 CATS BOTTOM (J QtitanJ 6-1; 
2.lncBtora4-l: 3. te flood ftWi 14-1. 11 
ran. 11-4 Aw Uwaa Amti Bridge 2 %. 

(A Newcombe. Bsmsupte). Tea* £5.90: 
£2.10. £230, £3-90. W: £15-00. CSR 
£28.69. Trieast £298-19. Trio: £6430. 

1245: 2 JAY-OWE-1WO IA Cuftan*) 
7-4 tor, 2 Ftqm 8-1; 3- MaflfeJRbz 9-1 0 
ran 3, ft (B HMater, VHBWrttf. Trite! £22Ct 
£1,10. £2.40, £1.70. DR £13.70. CSF: 
£16.78 Trio: £1890. 

US: 1. KMAR (A CuBme) 13-2: 2. 
Cra«a Soy 9-2; 8 BeU Aristocrat 7-2 Jl 
lav. 8 ran. 7-2 Jt ftw Encore Mlady. 1V>. nk. 
(D Chapman, Yoris). Tote: £530; £2.10, 
£1-30. £270. DR £1630. CSR £34 J2. Tri- 

east £110.51. Trim £23.90. 

24& 2 AIMHA U QteVd 5-4 fK 2 Roy- 
al Logand 7-2: 8 Horepipa 10-1- 7 ran. 
17, 2 Vj. (I Banks, NewnarteO.TottR £2-20; 
£3-10, £330. DR £43U CSF: £635. 

US 1 MMDEBt QUEST Cl BwnHD 7-1; 
2. Can* Again 16-1; 3. RtekyTo 10-1 13 
tan. 7-2 lav Toma. 12, nk. U Eyre. TNreW. 
IHk £7.90; £2 JO, £3.70. £330. OF: 
£35.50. CSR £103.48 Tncast: £1.03538 
Tno: £200.40. 

Z4& 1 FAST SMN {AOrihanal 52 2. 
Ch aao te a w F*W 11-2; 3. 5 

ran. 2-lfav Senate Stwigs (5th). 5, 8 <T Bra- 
wl Thbsk). Tote: £3.70; 12-30. CLIO. DR 
£10.60. CSF: £14.69. _ 

3J& 1. SUEVENAMON U QiAnn) 5-2 tee 

2. Hnre*fa Boy 10030; S. Barrel rfltope 
6-1 11 ran. 5. Z 0 Bartfi, NeverarkW-TWo: 
£530: £2.18 £1.20. £330. OF: £12.70. 
CSF: £12 .33. Triost £45.74. Trim £10.50. 
Ptacapot £332.00. Qmfpot: £B&90- 
Pteoa 8: £15537. Pl aca B: C5L66. 

leopardstown 

U2KL FBWFiaJDS fl Browne) 14-1: 
2. Canto 3-1 tee 8 hattfix SJani* 6-1. 15 
nfh *m-na 3 'h Took £21^O; 6530- 
£130. £1.90. Reverse: £ 4S.*0- 
£8838. NRc Cmnes. la* Pams, Spirit 
Dancer. 

1235: 1. MmONFIEtP « OXMjwl 3-1 
far. 2. CoNon L**!ar ll-i; 3. C**j Sum 
6-1. 15 m M. 7. Trite: £3.70: £2.00. 
£730. Q.60. Revette! £5.oaCSR £4238 
Tricasc £253.78 

126:1. MB«V GALE (R DurraWlW 8A' 
2. kWren Davie 4-5 ter, 8 HfeMM"- 
ettarea w. 6 ran. 8 13. Tote |£23ft 
£130, £U0. Reverse Ferecwc £230. CSR 
£232. 

1. tttMRM © F Swrt 3-lOtef! 

2. Pteatte 100-30; 3. Oe*P« 33J- 
5 ml 5»/i 1. TotK £1301 £3-10. 1X«- 
Heveiw£1.6aCSft£l39.fRW*»FW r - 
238 1. NEW CO © O'Dwyert 11-4JW 
8 wytee HKM5-1; 3.TMM Frif AMI Mj 

4. BadkBte 20-1- 17 1. 7 .TO(k£330; 

£1.80, £2.60. £2.20. £430. Reverse: 
0930, CSR £29.10. TrtcaSC £130.60. 

3-ltt 1. UWHARI (C OWl 
Boat Doyte 31: 3. Narebel 8-11 fcv, 12 
MO. 2, 8 Trite: £7,70:1230, £138 £1-30. 
Rmbtsk £1030. CSF: £1838 
84fc i. WANNON GALE (Mr QES0« 
84; 2. streottum 2- 1 te* 8 Bore Dew 
7 ran. 'A 8 Trilr. £430: £330. £im»; 
we: £870. CSR £848 Afl*ra*te**nf* 
mquey. the #■<**» ramametl unehered. 


Richard Edmondson reports on the rich 
quality of competition at Leopardstown 


preferential treatment if Fran- 
cis Woods' meaty smacks cm the 
way into the home straight were 
any evidence. Klairon Davis 
has now failed on his first three 
starts this season, but as he was 
asked to give Meny Gale 151b 
he hardly returned to booing. 

There was also the opportu- 
nity for Istabraq to display why 
he is such a strong fancy to em- 
ulate his stablemaie llrubande 
and capture the Sun Alliance 
Hurdle at the Festival. With the 
four-year-old's pedigree -he is 
by Sadler's Wells ont of Betty's 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Quango 
(Newcastle 330) 

NB: Thursday Night 
(Newcastle 2.30} 

Secret, the mother of the 1984 
Derby winner, Secreto - he 
should be answering the front 
door at a breeding den dressed 
in a smoking jacket. There is 
one rhing that stops him achiev- 
ing this, however, possibly even 
two, and they are both missing. 

Istabraq no longer runs 
around in the blue colours of 
Hamdan A 1 Maktoum for John 
Gosden, but he is not malting 
a bad fist of his new career with 
Aidan O’Brien and does not ap- 
pear to resent the surgery that 
has been performed on him. 
The gelding has probably had 
harder workouts on the 
Limekilns than yesterday’s race. 

There was also a qualifier for 


the Festival’s Cheltenham Gold 
Card Final, which are always in- 

tofind^the one boiseoutofVS 
that is actually trying. Mfltoo- 
fiekJ, the Irish Cesarewitch win- 
ner, was handled so tenderly by 
Conor O’Dwyer here that it 
looked a blatant M not-o£T. But 
then be came through and woo. 

Leopardstown’s feast con- 
tinues this afternoon with four 
televised races, including one 
which will teD us whether Ibm 
Doran was bonkers to resist a bid 
of £300,000 for his novice chas- 
er, Dorans Pride, earlier this 
month- The money race is the 
£50,000 Ericsson Chase, which 
is rather less compelling now that 
the Gold Cup winner. Imperial 
Cafl, is a non-runner. Fergie 
Sutherland, the gelding’s train- 
er, believes his seven-year-old 
has yet to recover from his last- 
fence fall at Pimcbestown earli- 
er this month. This uninspiring 
medical bulletin did not prevent 
Ladbrokes cutting Imperial 
CaH’s odds from 9-2 to 4-1 for 
the Gold Cup yesterday. 

While the resumption of turf 
racing on Britain lunges on an 
inspection at Newcastle this 
morning, moves have already 
been taken to replace some of 
the Qnsitmas baubles that have 
already fallen. A £15,000 added 
race is to be staged at Uttoxeter 
on New Year’s Day to replace 
Weiherby’s abandoned Castle- 
ford Chase, while a version of 
Kempton's lost Christmas Hur- 
dle will be held at Sandown a 
week today. 



The eventual winner, Atbaha flight colours), is an early leader at Southwell yesterday 


Bay to face 
Alderbrook 


Collier Bay and Alderbrook 
could face each other next Sat- 
urday in a rematch of the 
Champion Hurdle at Chel- 
tenham in Maicbwbere the for- 
mer came out the belter. 

The pairs’ connections are 
likely to be attracted by the 
Pertemps Hurdle, arranged fal- 
lowing yesterday’s abandon- 
ment of Kempton, which will be 
added to the card at Sandown. 
Collier Bay was never entered 
in the Kempton contest, but is 
suited by Sandown's trade 


LEOPARDSTOWN 

LttS: NOBLE THYNE can take this. 
[ Although this gelding's future is 
likely to be over fences he has 
shown his prowess over the small- 
er obstacles, including a bead vic- 
tory over Istabraq, an impressive 
winner here yesterday. 

QQQ 

135: DORANS PRIDE is on offer 
at around 16-1 for the Gold Dip at 
Cheltenham but not everyone went 
overboard aver his victoty at Faiiy- 
house a month ago, where be 
jumped adequately, rather than in 
the style of a novice bound for high 
stems. Michael Hourigaa’s seven- 
year-old will need to put today's ri- 
vals firmly in their place to justily 
his lofty reputation. 


235: What A Qcrestion is a battle- 
hardened mare who is invariably dif- 
ficult to beat on this ground- She 
stayed on dourly at Newbury last 
month to win a three-mile event 
from ANTAPOURA. Aidan 
O’Brien’s four-year-old was beaten 
under two lengths into second place 
that day but revews rivalry on 121b 
better terms. Thai should enable the 
filly to take revenge today. 


Photograph: Peter Jay 


2Mi Arthur Moore, who addled 
\tylde Hyde m finish second in yes- 
terday's even more valuable Paddy 
Power Chase, can take this prize 
with KING OF THE GALES. This 
nine-year-old has joined Moore's 
stable since being outclassed in the 
Gold Cup at Cheltenham last March 
and being unplaced in the Irish 
Grand National. Prior to those 
events, be had shown lumselT to be 
a very useful chaser and now looks 
ready to recapture top form, par- 
ticularly in the hands of the excel- 
lent Frauds Woods. Bcteederian, 
•who found Cheltenham’s fences loo 
fcnajdabJe last time, will be belter 
suited by today's trade Son Of War 
« strongly fancied. He is a sound 
jumper bm his preference for heavy 
ground could just prevent him win- 
ning. 


1235 Eton Gale 
L05 Noble Ttayne 
135 Dorans Pride 
2.05 Antapoum 


HYPERION 

2A0 King Of Die Gales 
335 Rawy 
. 3-45 BoMs Bridge 


GOING: Yielding. 
■ LeMnod come. 

CARtAXtFne. 


FORM GUIDE 

TMriHOOtH hm won hit last three mats In conwndnC style and can comnue Ns wmrtng 
ways. LaHttnehebeM Flwnlre> Flower ty three lergihs ww mo lurtw®B farther at Taky- 
house and haa previously come home five and a half lengths ctei of Radanoour ovw two 
fur tangs less at Mann. He may be tfran most to do by Ask TTw Butter. Cttnsty Roche’s 
gekSng was succesrtl in a htnficap ixmSe over an furtonp less at Nawn two weeks ago. 
beanrgBofeno Star by ahead. Ho had prevtousJy been me way winner o» a maHanhuitfo 
Bt Fakyhouse over the same trip. Notate Thyne was no match for vie smart rxwee tso&aq 
a Fabyhcuse eerfef ihis morab, finbhmg » wcU-bcotcn thBtS. tasbraq wos revwsmj a Pur>- 
chestowi defeat_By Noble Thyne, as Paddy MoSna’ had wn by a head on thar pra- 

wousjtan and Be should go rime. • C etecttea : TARTHOOTH 

X -r 


wa 


BBCSSON CHASE £5CflX)0 added 3m Penalty , 
IVaiue £32^00 

51211-6 BMlyWSIAD(BSl (KfesAnaFhal AP0‘ftvn7120 

56323U BBkBIBMN IAJOTIb^IU F More 912 0. 


1-35 


44422-5 mats VBmra (BatteiBW Racing Syafcam) A PCfBnen 9120- 

115131 JOHHHY SET4S1K pK) OTiteW) Hori UaPde 7 12 0 

S27880 HNGOFTIEaM£S(EPI«n04LTtem9UD 

2U6P21 S0N0FWMt(MQVBa0Bren)PearMeOeay9120 

U04US7 NHCMlISIBt (IRQ (Us U T Qunni Ucbr Borens 6 11 U 

F13431 OPB»HWpE)(MrsTKCbap 0 l JRHftMer8119 

- 8 (teetered - 


— -CODwyar 

CF9mb 

-itOammdy 

fWooda 

llSrejth 




NEVILLE AM) SONS NOVICE CHASE 
iNbalty 


ElQjOOO added 3m 


•Value £6,850 


aWiSSMEDPOSTTOte: Mcfitraidn (3J5J. 


211-111 MMNSnBDEOR£)n'JDowt)MchMlHouien71113. 


JFMdHkk 

■TPTrmy 


WUJAM NEWXEANQ SONS MADEN HURDLE £8fl00 
1 added 2m 4f Penalty Vebw £4»110 


-TPUeecj 

DTEhMf 


2-13262 ERMfi«ttmMiC»1ivnlT)«nwFUB)r7120. 

465157 8tBW^8tnr<RQ(mEtaii«ti«CPOorneu>ll?0 
58331 JQDBiPD(PJD(n)WPUltt*612Q 
633-21 l«COOBIKpHE}(Panrii6JMwvtv1 AP0Br*m5120 
60173-9 TBfflBMOOO EXPRESS IPE) (Us S Dc^fc) VEBrBvms 7 120 
212431 snMMSffnQ (ItannlOamyltaGttftaMPAFiiiyBllfl 
354732 TUMMUM8m0RQ(HcnqOB*]f)HerayQasy7119. 

7- W<rarm(iq(FcMrSTtnnn|Ba41tiamJTMt5116 
0069 HEN) CHIMNH RRE) M D McCnh) J R H Fm4m 5 11 6 
6t0O WWrHUSTlS«(«E3(te4 W*HBlejALTUocre5U6 
F BtetenmgRE)(lteMrttad(nMqiyiU Ropers lift 

85 IVEHRSnBtlEeRQ(teKEBule(tMd«elBiMirG116 HrCAMwpiiy (7] 

00 mMRMrANCSS(MQ(MBDJCDiBnin)MtDJCotaran5116 LPCawck 

000 rainERSDilERM(CedaaRecinc9iretcaU)naaa0er6116 IPBmdMefc 

-14 1 


HSTMfc 4-S Eten Bite. 4-1 Meao Bey. 5-1 Itdrel. a-lMonn fiw, 10-1 C tewt Bay. TUtratare- 

ra art, la-l T erepU re oc it Eyre. IM. attea 

lSSKlteetncataretorad 



42144U tt8Nte|R9(lwWEM(]Runn^dBiB)1larasM99117 

3 IMF CNtKintFRFmro-Raors synfceteausSAta>te6114 MrlMteiq 

4 96005P BMMBMM [BB (MMW BnMQ 1 H Sem 7 11 4 n Jll W 

~4(tec te re<— 

BETim M Darem Pikte, 7-2 le Ckna, 12-1 QmbaA 2S-1 Oarelti 
FORM GUIDE 

-OdRANS PfUDEstouM secure fMlburihcftastngwta He taaldte tfite cSstMrm for the ftst 
■time cwr fences but should have no prottsms bs he mated over exmnded tros In hurdles. . 
Mchaef Moottgsns ^kSnfttxit « a ggme poriomonee to Deft beck See More Susttees in 
the Ctwjuna Dnnmore Nonce Chase orer half a mile less at Fatyhouse eadler this month 
and teces iwWnft of that class here, la Sloan w» sfc (engtfis second to Doranc fiida at 
Umertck when Hourtganl nwn-feor-Oid was making his chaamg debut. Afthou£i 5fo bet- 
ter «, he chouU not treubte the selection, who has tnprowd shoe that. Oaratwftti was 
pufled up uehind ultia Ftatter at Nawn two weeks ego when In mar and on that tam not 
to mprere (0 trooblo Le Gfrw. who was a ueC-heausn faurdt CavaBo has not shown a kn 
In ncMce chases m Brttan anOshoiW nc* be a problem- Seteettore DORANS PWOE 


BETIBtH: 9-4 Son M W4r, 7-2 Jolaatf Setaakte, 44. Open Htt, 5-1 Idtate Vanbaa, ftJ. BMwtew 
tan, 8-1 BteyMre tad, Raft ONha BNaa, 1M Itectebter 
FORM GUIDE 

JOHNNY SCtASBE can (Mow up hS 10-lenglh Faeytvwse vtctny orer Son Of War. Ba»- 
hfik* Lad Ereshed a well-beaten sntti at FaQAwBe and should not trouble the saiecDon 
as he Is HJbworee aR. Opera Hat may prove the mam danger to Noel MeadaTs geJdtag. 
She was a comfortable wmer over htft a mfle ten et Naas last bme, beaangTiyMon Sf 
sewn tengms. She had idlota Venture Jtst over three lanehstelhertncH In fifth and is 
now mb better in. Klnft or The Oates was 15 lenphs tether beck mwah on the same 
terms. Bahwtorten unseated h*s rider aady M The^ THplePrtn* Gold Cup at Cheltenham tan 
weeks ago but had preuouty been rune lengths thud to Somd Man owr e mfle lass at Clorv- 
mal and should & wen: Seteettoee JOHNNY SETASDE 


R T E RM SPORT HANDICAP HURDLE £10y000 added 2m 
Penalty Value £6350 

F4-HW4 MANWTTAN CASILE (■£] (P Fkproario A LT Moon: 7 1? 0 F Woods 


3JL5 


13-F736 FUiafBK7E0RB(BDC|fc»WP Mutts fill 11. 
254019 REASJUM^S) [PSeneao* EJCroadyfi 116. 


.IPTnwty 


2.05 


LEOnARDSTOWN CHRISTMAS HURDLE £10300 
added 3m penalty Value £6350 

2 3 6 215 M«Hr4QtCSnDNPiq«teMteVWimMrMFkl9nai8U7._ — „ — _COT>«j*r 
733170 KEBKMsAUUoara)ALTUoaelOU3 Hr JD Man (7) 


564544 4HcnCK4IHBI(MOmcreRlBcaaeMJPD3Hn7115. 

307353 MEnSI»aO(|RE)(FJMardD(iMQMfe4U5 

141002 IMMnr(UBi0lWMPMcatouDCRRte41t5 

30-8461 CUmONFOG||IE)llPMBJSBDlg9r5U3. 


413214 HOHGBBON (BSE) (Ms MapntMoDteOSJ Taney 5112. 

1D112F R4IMNP0UR (K] (P P T RlQscnl W P FUns 4 10 13 

233312 4NmmUU(Hed(^Mtt»a)AP0Ww>4308 

-Sdsdsred- 


_T Pbwsej' 
-OJCreqr 
-CFAran 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

B 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 0-22536 IEML 4ND1BDER0HEHJP OHMntf Rands Ben? 59 7_ 

-lldectesd- 

BETTW6: 3-1 Rreqf, 9-2 Untie VMatiNi, 5-1 MitMUis, 81 CHdon FOft, Hanhtetsn Castle, 8-1 
KaireXsw, 104 ntfteftPMB, 124 ottos 


M2140 «tWMT(l®0IFCnres4»4B»j|4LTMD0w6U 

16014 TUHDUNEU)OGEHIQ(KBCS}ndCBMMtavUians6101O- 
006214 XMM4WmiRJQ*tePMtn99206- 


TPftedd 

— HRogireB 

CODiqw 

CFSnn 

— PCwbrey 
— A0rStea(7) 
-_QCMt*r® 
JtPHntoi{7} 


LD5 


1 220111 

2 133812 

3 503681 

4 P-12113 

5 316106 


DWYERS STUORGAN ORCHARD NOVICE 
HURDLE £6300 added 2m 6f Penalty Value 
£4*110 

TMnHHHHPQ{MHHdBto0i)ALTMoore512O - 

AMIIESUiai8ID(SanrWM£tubrp)fCA9ete5U21 

BUSBY 0S) |P Fam4>K ftneljr Tll8- 


j: Woods 
JC Cntwyr 


NOBLE imc (RQ p UsjeJ Ptedht 6113- 


JNC DKBY (HQ (New Road SjnScsttl A P 0‘ftian 4 u 4. 

-SdecMrad- 


-IJ 
-.rPUeasr 
CFSw» 


BEnwa 4-4 Nome Itana, 04 tethootb, 02 Jaae Dlftby, 7-1 M Tire Bailer, 251 BkftQr 


BEniK: 84 HM4 teMSUre, 158 JMapooni, 64 Rodsnpour, 7-1 Rsth^bboa, 84 Dm a 
FORM GUIDE 

ANTAPOURA Is taken to reverse the Newtkuy ptedngs mth Wbat A Question on 12to bet- 
ter terms- What A Question has sin» disappointed et Ascot, finishing a wet-beaun lasted 
the llntshere to Ocean Hawk In lha Long WUk Hurme cmt a fihtong and a halt fenhsr but 
should son go dose. Radmpoar may prove the mate danger to the pair. He was utfed off 
when Ming in the Auonmore Hatton's Grace Hunde behind Largs Action owr had a mde 
less at Faiyhouse eartarthB month but had been urongweBm rwwce events. Rathftb- 
boa was no match to Rosin The Bow owr thte trip at Naran a week a&. finisnng a waft- 
beaten lourth. He had. however, won a hareficep hutdte cwr half a mfte less at hpperrey 
on hfs prewous start by note iengihs. Dee HI returns ftwn chasing and may appreciate the 
run. Seteettoe e ANTAPOURA 


IoacI P B BUMPER i NH FLAT RACE £12300 added 2m 4f Penal' 
ty Value £8320 

1 25-28S1 fSNmu.9Q<fiktMQVo«BVmasFciejS12a teP 

2 . 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 


1 DniBWORT BANQUET ORE) Ms M OOMtawfi W P Mtott 5 12 0 IWJANua 

P21 OPiamMlt8GNS(RE){Jbta;M(la0dn)iDtiiiMiaj^ftn512O Mrpfiwtoo 

41 OWN OVIKME {RE) (6 Mantnql P lUra 5 11 9 HrACCaytafT) 


4 K ncsn9rHMEm{SnairaF8Kyt3taitoteher7UB. 
BHiS BRDOE QRQ tPKn* G J «UPW A P QHowi 6 U 7 _ 
0 umtumgRBwnyaBuflHBHramyBiiJ. 


tePMsrm 

MrBHCKhP) 

— ■ — -HrHPCtewy 
terGOtattO) 


CHOCOUQE CHL ORE) 0. OCarmr) Jama M OCbnnor 5 11 2- 

-Bdeetarad- 

BETTWG: 64 DawMBOit Bnqeat, 3-1 Bell Bitfe, 7-8 Tl« Grey Ham, 4-1 As Bojsl, 51 Cato 
Srenrefi 84 Opttadwa weipre. 104 Cbocahte GH, 30-1 Dmky Lrerp 




HYPERION 

12L50 Jigsaw Soy 130 Spargo Express 130 fluff 
Shaatfl 2L20 Brecon Z50 A$az 320 Cedoz Le 
PassagB 3L50 Colosse . 


345650 BRECON (IS) WMta 3 8 13. 


GOING: Standard. 

DKAW ADVANTAGE: High Emm 6f to Im 47 
STALLS: Stolls: 7f* lmOf- ovssfate; -remainder - Inside. 

■ FTbrnanO, lNUtand, orol course. 

■ Coarse is nonb of lawn on A449- Wolverhampion station lm. 
ADMISSION: OnbSISjTmasaJelfi (OAP rownbera oTDtainond 
Club S<). Car PARK FVee. 


2344 HAirai [2S<) (BF) VI Turner 3 8 13 D Sammy |£) 8 B 

SKMECUdER M Charnca 3 8 13 RPHtmllV 

0050 HAZB. (92) Mss G^r Mtemy 4 8 9 -^BareOKWIl 

304435 BALMSKYP^J Beny388 PF4s«qr(S)7 

60400 BBAESVSMBDHU. (MIQ A Bgfiay 3 8 8 JffHofckfl 

5 COMHnoHBS) (74) USnxdas3 88 S Drams 10 

2 SOLBOS LEGAL [56] P Ess'S 3 B8 ACaftaneS 

404600 SUPREME ftiUSIOtl (WB) {23) Jrfn Ban? 3 58. — 

Ntote)rW4E 

BEITWS:ft48aiM(n < 84AftHt.«4aMtoU0tt.94S(HMaiair.l2- 
1 Hatesm «. 14-imirty, Ift-lrthets 


2551 


BLIN8K1KD pgtsr TWK: Stooegttter (vtsor, 2^0).ObelM («t- 
rer, tl-20) A Tows Bum (vteor, 3U30). 

WDOfSMS IN THB LAST SBYSN DATS: None. 
LONG-DISTANCE KONNEBSiBasH (2-20), AUu (1W) A D 
T raa t a w e (32)0) bare been scat J£6 mfl» by *U» G^y Kdi-wsy 
RoraWfataedK, Doreet- 


RU-CON HANDICAP (CLASS F) £3^450 
5f 


12 V 


1 603403 f£*THERS7Wt LANE OS) (COj Atss 1. Sttte 5 10 0~ 


rt'O 'chl PEREGRINE HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
flW 0 £3,700 added 7f 

1 200242 0ES8ff MVADBI M (Q P) 0 Otapren 5 ID 0 

ACatoneS 

24300 FM£DTUI«r(72)NUtmioten3912-TGIIdaudai5V 

500105 JBSAte BOY W)(t3)) P Mrohy 7 9 B SSredesOV 

001141 iaffl«0Ha«|CB)PCOTM798 DHWtl 

141401 UARXIRE ROSE (9) (Q A Bato 3 9 7 DWfed2 

SB 

006S2S 
B 364031 
9 32004} 


433140 WORM »JBfiny3 913. 


-CLmttnr(7)2 


008200 CATMI CARAT KS) (0) 0 MClrfs & 9 12 ._JUbx Braevoa 9 

5-14202 MITTaM SBURB {204) (DJMOarnw) 3911 

— ■■ raefty Morris 8 

0584 AMNGIUN USS(102) PBons39 11 _SSwj*w2 

050430 CMSCfCHAPPYm (CD) DCrapm»5910 

ACtoarellB 

033000 BBtoHOUtEd^EOA JWhensn591 — NAdaresTB 

415002 ALMZ pB) (CD) Mk G ty Ktemqr 6 9 0 Daaa OMS 

000000 B0FFYm(CD)BBw«i3312 RPedanSB 



EROSE(9)(QABato397 
{EB9(D)mDMhcas4 9( 

_ sa CZN W B pm% 4 6 Jl Jtoa <ntm e 
(9) (CO) D teydn Jores8 B 9 s bream 10 
(72) mJLEJW 76L-JBWte«{7)l 
ID 052000 CHA1KY QWCBt &7) H Co*aug» 4 7 10 IQtewTV 

Mtatom re«hn 7a lOo. The ftamfcsp ve&c duly Das*r CSf llli 
SEDMIftS-ft Udfti crater, 44. Oreart tewder, 5-1 tetaft Hartfii, Har- 
jeria Rase, 6-1 Jgsw Boy, M Anoeyre. 1M otban 

BUZZARD MAIDEN AUCTION STAKES 
(CLASS E) £4,200 added 2YD 7f 

1 6 MWLflASQWEfSJBMcMsfitnfllfi NCaMtB 

2 SPttOO EXPRESS BHBS 8 10 |DS-ttp)5 

3 0 werAarrpto rh*t*wibid mkrama 

4 FRBKH NSS M ChSPOn 8 7 SPedarel 

c wum KQIH57X (21i Oapt ^ Wto> 8 7 S£Ml«re2 

6 355400 OAI®filPra»C^S(40) flHcirel*aJ8 5- 


000610 «MVlBGH(B)<P)CwtlMtol3811 DFWteudBB 

000000 mW7HUir(15)UnNMacaito4711 lOWrelOB 

000000 SflIOMAM 0*01) (15) P Fatoa 3 7 10 DWrighU 

13 1MXM6O B8AAS (141) R 0S»*on 4 7 Jfl F Norton IS B 

-ISdacteed- 

UhtmutN»e wm me nantap wttfc SmotNh tu Seas ra. 
BETTIM: 3-1 Cafttala Crete, 5-1 Maddre, 8-1 Fktewntm Lare, Aftre. 

frlAsdotfos teas, 10-1 Htaftto Btora. awtay Cbrew, 13-ledres 


MERLIN CLAMNC STAKES (CLASS F) 
£3,450 added lm If 7Syds 

CSEZ l£ NBSAflE « (CD) K C4wn 5 9 8 J ttArewr S B 

fiR6atsa w{a)<qwAto49a toOM2 

BStTlCO (3AI ffW W ms N Mactoey 794 




1 505163 

2 150214 

3 220325 

4 04-0000 


lifasGayn 


»494. 


1 Quftnai 3 


BQTMft 64 £par#i Bftnis, 114 neeoh Mre, ft-1 DreaM PrioecB, 
H, Royal Cascade, M «to A Btt, 14-1 1 


pLTO 


PEREGRINE HANDICAP (CLASS E) (DIV 

I) £3,700 added 7f 

10D400 SOMWn»WJMJLEsie41DO RUlfiiB 

5 MYmNSHStWSC29)(D)A8My3100£Mltoiml 

VSJO GADWDUNpSmWMMBtfiarae® »«?toe7 

06 RITE HOPE W (CO) N TWte 4 98^- — — 6 tertar 4 
SS S»fi«D«WWJCtow394Jjtorea*B3B 

000003 BXFSHMDlMmEAIslon49] ^ASmeknB 

So® soon 7B« m WlUBBttoBen DHsRand2 

mmHArnnntaiMnRflT 


20X25 SO«YIBBI(l«lte)JMWto»eu DHH4 

Sera WD0«tM»(PIDCWtewS87, AOdtoteB 

2534g ^siHAl BWACffl (107) MSsundn48 8 SDnwwB 

HCTIffrtt W Sutf 5»«iai». « ted YteBBrt, 6-lE*s More, 6-1 SJ* Oar 
JreiMStoyTW, H W *»■ »*** lilalhare 


tM) **stS Wnon 5 9 

(TO) & D Mc»* 4 9 4 An Snares 13 
OUVQ p) m B mNtrn 3 9 3 — 1 NMtM 3 
£HUUmUIC(3d(QRH*Wtold812M1Rda«e 

AFqs» 488 H Patera 11 

WB TSW488.^DSireBe|i B 4 V 

HONESTty (33) (C8J5SRW1395 SS»dHi7 

0fUWt0O2AMSundRs3d2 A todays 

lM(M.n(ORH0Mind3Sl 1 quire 12 

6-1 Baton, 7-1 

,1M( 


OWL HANDICAP (CLASS Q £4^00 added 
lm4f 

OlOlM WMtMfiDNqdnJonesfi913»— «— Steaaea7 
044823 HAD WUIAKI (14) (CO) BF) A JJitMef 7 9 11 — I Qton 9 
050006 JOHNS ACT (38) fOJ) Jaws 6 9 6. — IVtorerSB 

52261-6 KALAIWA 051) (Q^ J Q(W> 4 9 5 ^Cartel 

600666 CANARY HIUCON (17(8 R 05uRw 5 8 11— -D HoBred 2 B 
300454 MTICH0lfr(14)(Q R htolnShnd 7 B 1M Wlftren U 
050062 C0UQ«f9){D|(BF)ilfye4ai0 RlaWtafiV 





lore® MUSK! E8UNR£ (21) ttsa SWIM 6 8 10 


XAK 1 EAGLE MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 
2j£U\ £5 ^dQ added Xm lflOyds 


023401 BASATa.(9)fCHPE«ns68 7. 


S WMworth 11 V 
B 


504030 wxoaiSHUH17}MMB>dv4 90. 

40^ AGERT 1*73 OT-I l*e38 13- 


_**»5 

J»Uftpta4 


600000 EWBBCU>f47)KC-8row384 „_5S*Kte«UB 

_ 143060 F*euU3IB»4TOTO[115)US»«S»5712 — A Hadc^rA 
12 006006 FMWiyngFp73)DButM4 711- ■ ,JCiitot3 
~12de>4*red- _ „ 

BEITMe 7J Itareta, 9J5 Had MB«LM Caliwe. 7-lteTbe Hteijf, 
8d Canaqr Fatare. Stodk. lO-lHretat Rnreble, 124 tdtos 


2J00 


HYPERION 

3-00 Sea Victor X30 Coat Joker (nb) ZOO RUS- 
TIC AIR (nap) 230 Santa Concerto 3 jOO Sparky 
Gayle 3.30 Mister Ross 


INSPECTION: 8.09 AH 
GOING: Good u Soft. 

■ UYWnnd, real cminw, *hh rising noww inofth, gtektom tndu 

■ Come Is on Al , 6m N of town. Metro service to Pour Lane 
Ends Hwnon from ffewrwoio rafl««y suttion. Bus wrvlce -frm Uicre. 
ADMISSION; Oub Slli; TaueraallsiB; Stiver Bing £4 (tt! for 
OAP* and nrgtstavd dbaUed 1- CAR PARK: free. 


GOSFORTH PARK HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS C) £6^500 added 2m 4f 

1016-11 GUBYJOK8(28)(CO}SNfltdMeiai20 PMws 

641F-32 TttBOCIcroO(2S)JCb>wS114 B Starry 

1134* S«8A (10) [DJCfbter 7 10 9 DPartosr 

13I5U23- FOPEWAU-CHS) (CD)M«SVIfc»ngon9109JtTotMf7) 
£12323 4UADffl7(a5WOTMW£«tHOr7109_ 


jd AntzftmH & 


23P-S40 HUS1K (UBH8J (D| JfiCGsatf 9 10 3 PCatoiy 

03P-2Q2 DCTDeaSXMPQICqpQeetooueilOlOl) 

— -___ASSWtfi 

.Jftetod Quasi 




mOJEED FUST TDOS; Jendras PaklWock (2-30). 
WINNERS IN THB LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 
WNOJDtSUNCS RUNNERS; Sea Vkcw0.«7)JISnrEtete(M0) 
hmbeensrei 16S roiks by J Harris lhnn Easwdl. Lriceftetshlre. 


0F-3200 SWFOSMPXMP!) MaSSmnSlOO, 

-Cdectered- 

Wr*wi7i H&gt: 10a 7nj« herxficap wHgK awsri 9H 5fc. 

BETOKb 7-4 Edsbr Joker, 4-lRraticAk, 5-1 Aftadeor, dmf DacMnn, 
6-1 TtabeUttoo, 10-L Stoa. 12*1 ottian 

BRANDLING HOUSE HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS C) £5*000 added 2m 4f 


230 


EES 


NEWCASTLE NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
£3^00 added 2m 4f 

246-311 BKBARS BANQUET Q9 PtaPBresiWt 6 111 


1 SEA VKIOR HQ JL Hera 4116. 

02120-1 SUTHBtLAND MOSS (18) T Tate 6 11 S. 

area?- battery fkd (112*) N Mbs* 7 1012 — sHarenio) 

fri CHOPYIEU. DRAPES (347) J HJchracnG 10 12 — ADofabia 

00460-4 D0IYTTELLT0H{B) JWada61012 AThaMre 

DR0I40UE DREAM J Sown 7 10 12 HrSSwIm 

ffimtECOUHlYJONelS 1012 P artery 

00- KM8S MQH (BB7) W Kamp 6 10 12 — SHdte^ft 

Q/-2 HAUAMANC26)PChetora«i61012 ASSteMi 

OH) OBVIOUS RBK (26) E Came 610 12 ^JftUMDWiBm (7) 

3500-4 PAPPA CttARUE (2S) C Pahw5 10 12 BBarey 

PBOQt PfQNCE BAIXASA8 (BS1) N BycnA7 ID 12 0 La* (3) 

OMJ mMtX0FSAMSQ5)MHamrncnd5l012 Rbntty 

0 RASH SM0AftD5 04) RQa® SI012 NSWB 

as BEVWI (Ml T Eaaabjr 4 1012 P terra 

013-S SOOIHHW CROSS (255 MW EamrtV 41012- 


41-1114 TOM BROOCflQ(C}(BF)JH jamaiS 12 0 — POatwny 

3U1N6 UK1E DOOR (2EHQ Ms M Reaeley 5 12 0 FMm 

411360- STAR RACE (23p 69 JL Harm G 11 13 DQaftaftto 

1217113- SAfflACONCHUD (302) Liang) 7 11 11 RSreto 

0010-46 PA1ACEGATE HNB (S6) (C) A Villa's 7 11 T — 5 Tajter (5) 

4-43132 oMuraovfnigr&EttflyAiio assdm 

0120F-1 UMO (X2) (CO) P UcrXSUl 5 10 12 ISeu AUdbbta 

512313 R0SVAUIE(t2}p) Pfi M WEatobyS 10 11 

MARttBWkt 

03-1211 HA MAI* (2XJ (DIMS A Sartre* 4 10 11 Ifieto 

021-4FF THORSDAY MBHT (B) P) J RnGBaUB 109__A1hanUM 

2IF-442 RAUISil <241 M Nannsnl 4 10 6 Bfiantay 

-K today 


13 20-5315 EXEHRjWC12)(tqUsS9n(ft5U70 Bdredflren 

-UAndand- 

munumiteiftclOsL rneftanfap aeplc&ertDtrSsf JXb 
BEnBtta 4-1 Sato Concerto, S-l LMo, 8-1 Ete Kata, 7-1 Tore bwBo, 
Osfty Boy, B-i fiarndDB, ID-1 ftoto, 22-1 ottos 

NORTHUMBERLAND NOVICE CHASE 
(CLASS D) £5400 added 2m HQydft 

1 3254-11 SPMKY GKnJE PB) (Q (D) CP»htr6 12 0 B Storey 

2 603F5R MONAUGHIY KAN (9) E Cm 10 11 5 


ES21 


jMAfihtfnU 


4 YEWCROFT BCrr (IS) U Bjmw S 10 12 STrjfarfS) 
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Dreoaors Drasai. 20-1 otam 

GRAINGER TOWN HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS F) £2,650 added 2m 

5135- BMHMt THE REBEL (215) (DJSQaM 120 

l lpafteepi 

IMS s- 6OtaBPlBLIC0O3J (CO) POi£«bnup>9 139-AS Sato 
4142-UO BtaAA PUDOLEDUC* (1® TO A SfcttKf 3 U 7 — T Etey V 
Q52/4P3- CMLLWH>(34T)kB)Oaft7115 MAI 
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8 

12-4541 7 B BM HUB33}(n}PMartoh7210ffftt. ADettto 
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— — - - C He O ac — i 

JR Skew 
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3053-00 0RAlCW4N(39DUdtat5U2 DJI 

44R&P 6ALLARDH (29| (m 8 UtMEl 7 1J- 0. II 
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6 /1W MSTBlNOWA(1022)MCanedn7U2 PNtoi 

7 33F-06U MUUMr{B)MEtarB6112 Slaste® 
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Brottw, 16-lSta0oft fired, 20-1 KJnay, 5W ottats 

[ooftl OLD YEAR NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
£3fiOQ added 2m 

15 ADVANCE EAST tM) IBM Do* 4 11 5 RStafite 

1 MSTER ROSS (26) (D) J H £hnson S U 5— M A ftaprttd 
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12 
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Augin 
enters 
the final 
stretch 


Sailing 


STUART ALEXANDER 

Britain’s Pete Goss yesterday 
began the 1,200-mifc haul up to 
Hobart after his rescue of the 
Frenchman Raphael Dinclli 
from a sinking yacht in the 
Vendee Globe singlehandcd 
non-stop round ihe world race. 

As Goss set off, ihe race 
leader Christ ophe Augin was 
dosing on Cape Horn and ap- 
proaching the last stretch up 
through me southern Atlantic, 
across the doldrums and on to 
the finish at Les Sables 
d’Olonne. 

Augin has a 1,000- mile lead 
over the Canadian Gerry Roufs 
in a race which has again tak- 
en a heavy toll on equipment 
and personnel. Goss wal be giv- 
en time compensation both for 
his 150-mile dash to pick up 
Dinclli and (he diversion to drop 
him off. 

Also on a last stretch is Mike 
Golding (Group 4), who leads 
the second leg of the BT Chal- 
lenge from Rio de Janeiro to 
Wellington. He should arrive to- 
morrow with a lead of at least 
50 miles over second-placed 
Andy Hindi ey (Save the Chil- 
dren) and a considerable in- 
crease in his advantage over 
Simon Stalker (Toshiba). 

Walker trails by more than 
140 miles in third place, having 
been second by less than three 
hours on the first leg from 
Southampton. 

Also heading for Tasmania 
are Ihe Hong Kong yacht Exile 
and the German maxi Morning 
Glory, the leaders of the Syd- 
ney to Hobart race. 

Erik: has staged a remarkable 
recovery in rough seas since 
restarting the race on Thursday 
because she jumped the start 
The green-hulled yacht, skip- 
pered by Australian expatriate 
Warwick Miller, took the lead 
yesterday but was expected to 
be overtaken overnight by the 
mam. 

Tasmania is also the desti- 
nation for the favourites of the 
Melbourne to Hobart race 
which started yesterday. The 
Royal Navy’s team is skippered 
by Mickey Broughton. 


Winter 

games’ 

success 

Rugby League 


DAVE HADF1ELD 

Leeds plan to restore Boring 
Day matches to a permanent 
place on their calendar after the 
success of their dash with Hal- 
ifax this week. A crowd of 
13,600 was at Headmglcy for the 
game despite the complete lack 
of public transport in Leeds on 
the bank holiday. 

“The attendance certainly 
justified our decision to stage 
the fixture,” said Gary Hether- 
ingion. the Leeds’ chief execu- 
tive, who, ironically, was one of 
the arch-advocates of the switch 
to a summer season. 

The future of the Wigan v St 
Helens fixture on Boring Day 
a Iso looks secure after a crowd 
of more than 16,000 turned up 
at Central Park. 

Swinton will be without their 
new signing from Wigan, Andy 
Craig, for the match at Oldham 
on Sunday. 

Craig has knee trouble and 
Swinton will also have to man- 
age without their half-back Pe- 
ter Cannon and their former 
Oldham prop Leo Casey, who 
are hoth recovering from 
surgery. 

The game is being played to 
mark the closure and demoli- 
tion of the Whtersheddings 
ground, 107 years after the first 


ila^ed there. 


Idham, who will play their 
Super League matches at 
Boundary Park next season, 
are hoping to give a debut to 
their new signing Vince Fawcett, 
who last played with the Aus- 
tralian club Parramatta. 

But Fawcett's previous Eng- 
lish club, Workington Town, 
say that he is still registered with 
them and that they are entitled 
to a fee. 


RACING SERVICES 
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Pick of the Day 

Decisive Moments 
Sun 8pm BBC2 

The stones behind some of the most memorable media images 

DT J2i5? ^ discussed ^ editors, picture editors and the 
photographers themselves - one way of remembering 1996 In 

L™K ,gn?i ri ny > (l ? u n blane - ™ A fl igbt 300, the Canary Wharf 
. bomb, right...} and glory (Take That break up.... Gazza's goal 
against Scotland...}. There's a more traditional review of 
the year's events on Monday 30 Dec on BBC1. 




Film of the Day 

Heaven and Earth : 

Sun 10.10pm- B$e2- 

. I’m not a great fen of Oliver Stone's bombastic, in-yer-face style of 
film-making, and I think his politics - If you want to be kind about 
it - are just a tad mixed-up. However, Stone ffeftt does breach 
.^subjects that Hollywood is largely silent about, and this 1993 
‘ offering is, in a way, the third pert of his Vtetnam triiogy (toe other 
two bang Platoon and Bom on the Fourth of Julyl. This time, the 
.conflict is seen through the eyes of a Vietnamese peasant woman. 


Sunday television and radio 


BBC1 


BBC 2 


ITV/London 


Channel 4 


Machines (Ken Annakin 1965 UK), jolly aviation 
comedy about a sponsored London to Fferis air 
race. Stuart Whitman, Sarah Miles, James Fox 
and Teny-Thomas star (67691894). * 

9. 10 News (3685900). 

9.15 The Good Book Guide (5)0109349). 

930 First Light (SJ ( 2741 7). 

10.00 EBB] Guo Vadis? (Mervyn LeRoy 1951 US). Peter 
Ustinov fiddles as Rome bums, and centurion 
Robert Taylor falls for Christian woman Deborah 
Kerr (675043741. * 

12.45 The World’s Strangest Man (S) (1 05436). * 

1.15 News (32701829). * 

1.25 Tom and Jerry (48988349). 

130 Just William (R) (S) (20504). * 

2-00 The Bookworm (S) (8405). * 

230 EastEnders Omnibus (S) (3998423). * 

335 The Wizard of Oz on Ice. As choreographed by 
Robin Cousins (5) (3868639). 

4.10 The World of Peter Rabbit and Friends. Animated 
The Tale of Tom Kitten and Jemima Puddleduck 
Iff) (5)0272184). * 

4.35 EastEnders Omnibus (S) (3732459). * 

535 News and Weather (299610). * 

530 Regional News (483523). 

5.55 Songs of Praise. New Year worship from Vienna 
(S) (762368).* 

630 Last of the Summer Wine Christmas Special (S) 
(233691). * 

7.15 Antiques Roadshow: The Next Generation. 
Special roadshow for youngsters from The Royal 
Museum of Scodartd in Edinburgh (5) (419184). 

8.00 Only Fools and Horses. RaqueJ ponders the 
wisdom of inviting her parents to a dinner party at 
Nelson Mandela House fS) (5233). * 

9.00 Way Out West Starring Richard Wilson. See 
Preview. p24 (S) (290813). * 

9.50 News and Weather (574436). * 

10.05 The Frank Skinner Show (5) (229146). 

10.45 The Spirit of 66 with Aff Garnett. Curious 
programme in which *Alf Garnett" (Warren 
Mitchell) presents moments from the World Cup 
of 1966 with music, comedy and news footage of 
that y ear. Any reason? (971 726). 

1145 Btm Atfie (Lewis Gilbert 1966 UK). Michael 
Caine sleeps his way through the binds of 
Swinging London in this influential sex comedy. 
Millicent Martin, Jane Asher, Denholm Elliott and 
Shelley Winters co-star (543894). 

135 BOM Funeral in Berlin (Guy Hamilton 1966 UK). 
Michael Caine again - this time in Harry Ffelmer 
mode in the follow-up to the previous year's The 
Ipcress File (766498). 

3.15 Weather (41892450). To 3.20am. 


730 Children's BBC; Joe 9a 7.55 P laydays. 

8.15 Bitsa 8.30 Jackanory Goto. 8.45 
Highlander. * 9.10 The fey Bitsy Spider. 930 
Incredible Games. * 10.00 The Mask. * 1025 
Grange HilL * 10.50 Blue Peter: The Best Bits. * 
11.20 BayCity. 

11.45 The Roydl Institution Christmas Lectures. 
Professor Simon Conway Morris discusses how 
the study of fossils can provide a fascinating 
insight into ancient natural history, recording dues 
as to the speed of the earth's rotation and the 
movement of prehistoric animals (S) (892610). * 

12.45 The Simpsons (S) (9180271). * 

Z.10 HHEI Fantastic Voyage (Richard Fleischer 1 966 
US). A top scientist suffers severe brain damage 
during an assassination attempt, forcing a medical 
team to be miniaturised to microscopic size and . 
injected Inside his body to effect a miracle cure. 

Not available on the NHS. Starring Raquei Welch 
and Donald Pleasence (60390639). * 

2.45 Cartoons (3990829). 

3.00 The Phil Silvers Show. Bilko reveals his gambling 
- secrete while talking in his sleep (R) (1823436). 

325 The Essential Olympics. New sales. Desmond 
Lynam celebrates 100 years of the modem 
games, introducing archive footage of the so- 
called Chariots of Fire Games of 1 924 and the 
infamous 1936 Olympics in Berlin (S) 

(8392894). * 

435 Choir of the Yiear. The final (SJ (8568928). 

5.15 Rugby Special. Highlights from Leicester v 
Harlequins, and a preview of next week's 
European Cup Final semi-finals (5) (789287). 

6.15 Star Trek: Voyager. Haakon ian grief (S) 

(634146). 

7.00 American Visions. Robert Hughes concludes his 
excellent series with 77ie Age of Anxiety - art in the 
age of Nixon and the Vietnam War(S) (7455). * 

8.00 Decisive Moments: Review of the Year. 
Photographers, picture editors and agencies bell 
the stories behind the year's newsworthy images 
(3) (3875). * See Pick of the Day, above. 

930 The Moonstone. 1/2. See Preview, p24 (S) 
(5728225). 

10.10 EBB Heaven and Earth (Oliver Stone 1 993 US). 
Having chronicled the American experience of the 
Vietnam War, Slone turns his attention to the 
Vietnamese themselves - following one woman 
from a peaceful childhood in a peasant vill^e 
through the traumatic events of the war to her role 
as the wife of a US serviceman in America. See 
Film of the Day, above (S) (24423349). 

1235Luck, Trust and Ketchup. Behind-the-scenes on 
Robert Altman’s film Short Cuts (4541 60). 

2.05 Weather (5446540). To 2.10am. 


6.00 GMTV (7363Q97). 925 The World's Greatest 
Magic (5922287). 10.15 Unk (351 7287). * 

1030 Sunday Live (1 7338). 11.00 Morning 
Wbrship (27504). 12.00 Sunday Live (9J558J. 
1230 it's a Tiny Toon Christmas (29829). 1.00 
News (99 1 03900). 1.10 8est of Treasures l 

(1623981). 

2.10 BUS Pete's Dragon (Don Chaffey 1977 US). Rnr 
Disney live action and animation mix (the dragon 
is animated) about a lonely orphan and his 
protective fire-breathing chum. Jim Dale, Mickey 
Rooney and Helen Reddy star (61508692). * 

440 The Making of MoU Flanders. A report on the 
preparation and work that went into filming the 
recent bodice-ripper (2 249097). 

5.10 Tales Of the Ti»f. Final programme in the series 
about the world of horse racing f 77431 65). 

5.40 Local News, Weather ( 55641 7). * 

535 BBS Sleeping Beauty (Ctyde Geronimi 1959 
US). Disney animation about the young princess 
with the big snooze habit Expensively made, but 
not one of Unde Waits best (S) (4054436). * 

730 News, Weather (42 2455). * 

730 Coronation Street Curtis bemused to find 
himself the centre of attention as both Anqe and 
Maxine confess their feelings for him. Credibility ' 
check , please (436). * 

8.00 BOB The living Daylights (John Glen 1987 UK). 
Timothy Dalton mates his debut as a rather dour, 
po-faced James Bora), helping the Soviet 
authorities hunt down a renegade KGB defector 
who is batting for both sides. The Idea was to go 
back to the series' roots, but that didn't spell great 
entertainment Maryam d'Abo, Joe Don Baker and 
Art Malik “tend" support (S) (5001 7691). * 

1035 Hale and Race Dawn Under. Naughty feilas 

Gareth Hale and Norman Pace return from . , 

Australia with some new characters and sketches 
(SJ (863504). * 

1135 News, Weather (201610). * 

1139 UNT Weather (61 7542). 

11.40 The Beaties Anthology. The moptops stop touring, 
retreat into the studio and return with the 
Serge ant Pepper album (R) (S) (285368). * 

1.40 BBS Mahler (Ken Russell 1974 UK)- Typically 
. daft, overblown Ken Russell biography - 
restrained only by the low budget Robert Powell 
plays the Austrian composer, while Georgina Hale 
is his stifled wife, Alma (82363837). 

345 Cool Vibes 0?) (56465030). 

4.05 US The New Adventures of Pippl Longstodkmg 
(Ken Anna kin 1988* Tami Erin stars as toe 
mischievous young girl with an amazing array of 
supernatural powers (S) (47929302). 

5.55 News (4793214). To 6.00am. 


6.15 Bfifcd (R) (S) (46081 84). 

7.101he H3 Biffle Goats (R) (7961146). 

' 735 Biter Mice from Mars (1 676523). 

830 HangTane (S) (7854542). 

835 The Adventures of Hyperman (7937829). 

8.55 tnsekfans <5J (99762711 

9.15 Saved by the Befl (R) (928829). * 

945 California Dreams (847900). 

10.15 Happy Days (R) (8493320). 

10.40 Holiyoaks Omnibus (S) (6268542). * 

11.40 The Waltons (7?) (3824097). * 

1240 God in the House. Raving Christians (9283368). 

1.05 Snow Business (5473233). 

2.10 Silent Love. German short (64667436). 

230 BSI The Robe (Henry Koster 1953 US). Roman 
centurion Richard Burton annoys Caligula by 
converting to the new-failed Christian faith. Jean 
Simmons is toe reason why (61355542). * 

5.05 Brookskfe Omnfous (S) (4694436). * 

630 Two Fat Rocys. Rory Bremner celebrates his 50th 
show for Channel 4 with his two ‘characters”, 
weatherman Ian McCaskill and Des Lynam (894). 

7.00 Women at Play; A Lady’s Guide to Casinos. See 
Preview, p24(S) (7981).* 

730 Just Darting Around? Mark James profiles 
choreographer Trisha Brown, heroine of the 
Sixties avant-garde scene. See Preview, p24 
(S) (62707).* 

830 BIO RWe the High Country (Sam Ffeckinpah 
1962 US). Sam Peckinpah's second film Is a 
beautifully photographed western starring 
Randolph Scott as a lawman-tumed-arcus 
sharpshooter who agrees to help transport gold 
bullion to a bank, but plans to steal it en mite. 

Joel McCrea co-stars (76573962). * 

10.15129 The Ballad of Lfttie Jo (Maggie Greenwaid 
1993 US). Interesting and unusual film starring 
Suzy Amis as an 1860s New York socialite thrown 
out of her father's house after bearir® an 
illegitimate child and being forced to start a new 
life In toe Wild West - as a man { 2442 7788). * 

1230 OBD The Oklahoma Kid (Lloyd Bacon 1939 US). 
James Cagney mates an unlikely cowboy as he 
sets out to avenge himself on Humphrey Bogart 
tor his tether's death (38943). 

2.00 Q5a The Pubfic Enemy (William A Wellman 
1931 US). Classic gangster thriller lives up to its 
reputation. You can see why rt put James Cagney 
on the map as the bootlegger on his way to the 
top, by way of smashing a grapefruit in Mae 
Clarke’s faoe. Edward Woods, Jean Hariow and 
Joan Blondell co-star (26382). .. 

330 The Ricordi Saga. 4/4. Last in the series about the 
Ricordr family. Vend! is dead and Puccini is trying 
to finish Turarrdot ( 78721 ). To 5.00am : 


ITV/Regions 

main 

A* London «apfc 12J0pm James Band Jnr r29St?9J. 
1JO The MataenfSbr Ink First Cbntad (307156/0* 
L40 Kick-Off Live! 035374351 4.15 Gddeneye. The 
Secret Rtes (647097L 4v*5 Bu£- Bunny Overtures to 
Disaster 1606900). Intern Instant Replay 19% 
(273? MW 240m Bushell on tfie ft* (554I194L 
3J.Qam Funny Bioresg (821033821 3.40am Ffcr Wftr- 
onboC the LaS WnBtanC39I68ISt. 5.00-5.30*" Not 
Fade Away (993821 

owMLiMumi asi/iwasire 

As London am* liSOpmCteva 3 North tat- Wain 
of Wonder (91895421 Karts.- Goals on Sunday 
197895421. UO Coronation Stmt 007196101. IMJ 
ffi a Tmy focfl Omstm*. G 1 742639). 2.05 Masters 
of Illusion (98148751. 2.55 F&tb Pete's 
(29425078). 525 Cartuen Time 1569641 71 l^Oam 
Fttro GhayaJ (8401 3295). 4J5-5J>5am Fine Ftacs fa- 
vour Life, Chafe Brown ( 9692769 ) 

CEMIUL 

As London esespb 12_30pm Central Newsweek 
0189542) 1.10 Masters of Hluaon ©151 7S8L 2JXJ 
Tfe Central Match - Live! (86947894). 4J 5-5 .50pm 
Fame The Steepen (47829441) 


tolandmm^lZ25fm\M;}t 1 ltoaTfyToana*&- 
mas 18183786). Wales: Petersen (B 183 766) 1A0 
W&fes: Fterc pate's Dragon (48 107455). 2.00 West; 
TheWtet Match- Live! (61528455) 3.55 Wales.- 
tera rt Btuion <91690971 425 Wfest- Wfarid ot won- 
der (6460558) 450 Wifes- Teflyphanri' (24839771 
455 tttei Masters rt HhrMri (9i J7523J. Intern Irv- 
start Replay 1996 (2737540k SL40mi BusheB on Ihe 
Bex (5541 194) 3.10am Funny Business (821033821 
140am Fite Warts of the Lost Kmeflom (39168181 
5.0O&30mn Not Fade Away (99382) 

HH0N 

As London except: 1230pm Cartoon Time (37305041 
UO rant Fnxzb Frame (9942271) 240 Cartoon Time 
(1528894). 2A5 Rtat Dra&xi 161345165). 520 

Grass Roots Compilations (8933097) L40ara Instant 
Raplay 1996 (2737540) 2.40m Bustefi on the Bur 
(5541134). 33.0am Fumy Business (82103382). 
3.40>m FBn wizards d the Lost Kmetam (391 68181 
5J0-S.30am Not Fade Away (993821 

WESTCMHIHT 

As London except: 1 230pm Westeountry Update 
(91895421 UO Fongtfs Ttel: The Matarcof 101 OjI- 
msttans 007196101 L40 lAMcre o! ftsen (46734 1 71. 
230 GcMeneyfc The Secret Files (75097). 3 JO Ffat 
Pete's Dra^m (505097). lXOmn tnstant Replay 1996 
12737540). 2w40am Bush* on the Boa (5541 194). 
3.10am Fumy Business (B2J 033821 3j40am Fine Vfe- 
artisol Ihe Lad Kingdom (3? 168 J 81. 5JX)-530amNot 
Fade Away (99382). 


As C4 except UAOfan Rownd a Rownd (95325421. 
130 SJot Mattwr (46542) 2JX Arotwg y FlwytUyn 
(138 J3L 3 JO Coping wth Christmas (5900) 330 Par- 
tyrtFne (9148504). 4J5 Brootate (7136533). 530 
Now (4908131 SJXJNaaFawr Wcw aMartyn (23829). 
730 RsbolyOm (3381 7 JO DecrtauCanu. Dedvau 
Cmrol (3381 8.00 Twrfo (5 742711 8.55 Y Fairrunt 
Aw (724962). 955 News (724504). 1005 FfccShotv 
(WE (21461QI. 11.45-U0«n «oc The Wortcfs Old- 
est Living Bridesman (658356). 


Radio Choice 





Secret Bedrooms (7pm Rl) 
comes with a warning that some 
may find it distasteful; though 
frankly, this catalogue of the 
things that go on in teenage 
bedrooms (sex, smoking, over- 
sleeping, untidiness) is rather 
less frank and fearless than most 
poems by toe Earl of Rochester, 
hero of Stephen Jeffreys' play, 
The Libertine (7.30pm R3) and 
played by Bill Nighy (left). 


Radiol 

SMMl 

7.00am Kevin Greening 10.00 Dave 
Ftoce 2.00 Trevor Neteorfs Rhythm 
Nation 4.00 UK Top 40 7.00 Secret 
Bedrooms. See Choice, above. 8.00 
John Peel: Festive 50 Part 4 10.00 
Best Albums ol 1996 12.00 Andy 
Kershaw 4.00-7.00am Charlie Joidan 

Radio 2 

(33-9flJflL:FHl 

7.00am Don Matean 9.05 Steve 
Wright's Sunday Love Songs 1L00 
The Best of Parkinson’s Sunday Sup- 
plement 1.00 Desmond Carrington 

3.00 Benny Green 4.00 A Year to 


Remember 4 JO Sing Something 
Simple 5.00 Pam Ayres 7.00 Hugi 
Scully 8 JO Sunday Half Hour 9.00 
Alan Keith 10.00 The David Jacobs 
Collection 11.00 The Arts Pro- 
gramme 12JJ5 Adrian Fin&ian 

3 .00-7. 00am Steve Madden 

Radio 3 

rau-siMum 

6.55am News Headlines; Weather 

7.00 Sacred and Profane. 

8 JO Choice of Three. 

9.00 Brian Kay in V&ma. 

12.15 Robert Woolley Frobe^n 

Toccata No 4 m F; Suite No 1 In A 
minor; Suite No 18 in G minor. 


Bach-. Partita No 3 In A minor, 
BWV827. 

1.00 The Liquid Companion. Andrew 
Jeftord braves the horizontal raai 
of Islay to discover the secrets be- 
hind one ot the most flavoursome 
whiskies produced north of the 
border 

UO Ulster Orchestra. Nielsen; Over- 
ture: Heftos. Glinka Wlse-Fan- 
taisie. Prokofiev: Plano Conerto No 
SL Nielsen-. Symphony No 2. 

245 Spirit of the Age- George ftatt 
reports from the Armenian 
monastery on the island of San 
Lazzaro in the Venetian lagoon, 
one of the few places in the worid 
stilt practising the ancient tradition 
of Armenian chant 

345 Thomas Hampson at the Wig- 
more. The American baritone 
Thomas Hampson In a redtal giv- 
en earlier this month rt the Wig- 
more Hall, London, to mark the 
centenary of composer Carl 
Loawe. Loewe Gross am Meen 
Die Uberfahrts Das Fischermad- 
chen; Uber aUen Gipfefn; Der du 
Von der Himmel; Ich Denke Dem. 
Schubert: An (tie Lefen Mem run; 
Der Zumenden Diana; Die Goffer 
Griechenfands. Schumann; Lieder 
und Gesange aus dem Lyrischen 
Intemiezzo. 

545 The Sunday Feature: Whiter 
Legga. Waiter Legge, the founder 
of the Phiiharmone, was one of 



THE INDEPENDENT 

Folding Wheelbarrow 

This handy folding wheelbarrow is strong yet 
lightweight and extremely easy to manoeuvre. It 
folds flat so that it can be hung out of toe way 
when not in use, making it ideal for anyone short 
of storage space. 

The wheelbarrow frame is made from tubular steel which is 
light yet very strong and rust resistant The carrying pan is made 
from tough, durable woven polypropylene that will not easily tear. 

Is easy to dean and will not be damaged by damp or messy 
loads. Ideal for clearing leaves, collecting weeds and other 
general garden tasks, it measures 115 x 53 x 6cm when folded 
flat and weighs just 2.3kg. It wiil carry loads up to 
45kg (1001b) and has a handy from pocket for storing your 

gloves, twine or toots. r - — 

Supplied flat packed, this foiefing { n *” e e 5“ d ■ ^ 
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the last ©eat impresarios, whose 
formidable authority helped shape 
postwar music. Natalie Wheen ex- 
plores the man with contempo- 
raries, colleagues and his widow. 
630 Chopin by Arrangement Re- 
anangsmerts of music by Chopin, 
presented by Jeremy Nicholas. 
Chopin, arch Balakirev. Ptano Con- 
certo No 1 in E mime 
7 JO The Sunday Plays The 
Ltfrertme. Set in the London of 
1675, Stephen Jeffreys’ drama 
centres on the louche figure of 
John YfllmoL Earttf Rochester. A 
poet wit and Restoration hero, he 
was regularly banished from the 
court of Charies titer excesses at 
every kind. See Choice, left 

9.10 Choir Works. Francois Couperin: 
frfiesse Sctonndte a rusage des 
Parasses. The season of music for 
the Mass continues with a perfor- 
mance from the Chape! Royal in 
the Pa bee of Vasallles. 

11.15 Closer to the Gods. Janet 
TbpfHFargbn explores the African 
music rf possession and trance. 
Including the Ghiama spirit dance 
from eastern Kenya, Sufi cere- 
monies from northern Morocco, 
and Ihe caJlmg-down of the spirits 
in the Bleketa cult among the Ante 
people of Ghana. (172). 

1145 Record Review 
1 JO Through the Night 
5J0-6J0am Sequence. 


Radio 4 

0z.w«iftm iMfciifi 

6.00am News. 

6.10 Something Understood. 

7.00 News. 

7.10 Sunday Papers. 

7.15 On Your Farm. 

740 Sunday. 

8 JO The Vteetfs Good Cause. 

9 JO News. 

9.10 Sunday Papers. 

9.15 Letter from America. 

9 JO Morning Service. 

10 J 5 The Archers. Omnibus edition. 

11.15 !IW) Test Match Special. 
Commentary on toe fourth day of 
the Second Test with Peter Baxter. 
Henry Bfofeid and Simon Mann. 

11.15 (FM) Proud Walker. Drama 
telling the story of the man who 
single-handedly relaid the founda- 
tions of Winchester Cathedral. 

1145 (FM) Fare&i Correspondence. 
Red Harrison describes fife in Syd- 
ney as a foreign correspondent 

12.15 (FM) Desert Island Discs. 

With author Martin Amis. 

12J55 VWather. 

1.00 The World This Weekend. 

1.10 (LMQ Test Match Special. 

1 J5 Shipping Forecast 

2.00 dJW} Test Match Special. 

2.00 (FM) Gardeners' Question Time. 
2J0 Classic Serial: Alice in Wonder- 
land. By Lewis CarroO. Alice finds 
her way into a magical garden. 
1272). 


Satellite and Cable 


sxri 

6.00am Hour ot Power (48610). 

7.00 My UtUe Pony (8635875). 
7.25 Dynamo Duck (6918900). 

7 JO Deify and His Friends 
(69504). 8.00 Oraon and Olivia 
(36691). 8 JO Free Willy (35962). 

9.00 The Best of Geratdo (71436). 

10.00 Young Indiana Jones Chroni- 
cles (65 788). 11.00 Parker Lewis 
Can't Lose (97726). 11 JO Real 
TV (98455). 12.0QWWFi Supers- 
tars (86184). 1.00 Star Trek 
(62504). 2.00 Mysterious Island 
(33691). 3.00 The New Adven- 
tures of Superman (92271). 4.00 
Kung Fu (88078). 5.00 Great Es- 
capes <7523). 5 JO Muppets 
Tonight! (3436). 6.00 The Simp, 
sons (4879). 6.30 The Simpsons 
(7829). 7.00 Beverly Hilts 90210 
(23639). 8.00 The New Adven- 
tures of Superman (36977). 9J00 
The X Files Reopened (I2523J. 

10.00 Millenium (15610). 11.00 
Manhunter (66417). 12.00 60 
Minutes 01382). 1.00 Civil Wars 
(67382). 2.00-E.OOam Hit Mix 
Long Play 05653). 

SXT2 

7.00pm Xena: Warrior Princess 
(1822726). 8.00 Melrose Place 
(1802962). 10.00 Poltergeist: The 
Legacy (1821097). 11.00 Seinfeld 
(21 39287). 11.30 Who Do You 
Do? (5982349). 12.0Q RJm: 
Movers and Shakers (1985) 
(2648556). 2.00-6.00am Hit Mix 
Long Play (8645030). 

SKY MOVES 

6.00am Dreamer (1979) (37252). 

8.00 The Neptune Factor U973} 
(5 7271). 10.00 Freefail: Right 
174 (19931 (49468726). 11.55 
Qctopussy (1983) (64031748). 

2.05 Other Women's Children 
(1993) (969146). 4.00 Thunder- 
ball (1965) (29068553). 6.10 
Galdfinger (1964). James Bond 


faces one of his most dangerous as- 
signments when he tangles with 
ruthless bullion smuggler GoltHlnger 
and his deadly mute sidekick Odd- 
job. Tongue-in-cheek adventure, 
with Sean Connery, Gert Frobe and 
Honor Blackman (94529788). 

8.00 Hercules and toe Amazon 
Women 11994). The mighty mythl- 
cal hero sets out with his friend to 
rescue the residents of a small vil- 
lage from a gang ot Amazonian 
women. Adventure, starring Kevin 
Sorixi, Anthony Quinn and Michael 
Hurst (21271). 10.00 Judge Dredd 
(1995). Sct-fi thriller starring 
Sylvester Stallone. Armand Assante, 
Max von Syttow and Diane Lane 
(853523). 1140 The Movie Show 
(644436). 12,10 Romeo is Bleed- 
ing (1993) (187011). 1.55 Lrwe 
in the Strangest Way (1993) 
(850276). 3.40.5.10am New 
Eden (1994) (86222363). 

MOVIE oum 

6.00am Tintin: The Seven Crystal 
Balls and Prisoners of toe Sun 
(1987) (4402417). 7 JO The Care 
Bears Movie ih A New Generation 
(1986) (1125900). 840 Sheriocfc 
Undercover Dag (1994) 

(1850558). 9.55 The Man with 
Ihe Golden Gun (1974) 
(85496639). 12.00 Johnny’s Girt 

(1995) (45436). 2.00 The Spy 
Who Loved Me (1977) (35784). 

4.00 Rookie of toe Year (1993) 
(9504k 6.00 As Good as Dead 
(1995). Two women swap identi- 
ties to altCM one to use the other's 
medial Insurance - but when 
events take a tragic him. the re- 
naming friend beg ns to realise 
there may be more to the situation 
than meets the eye. Thriller starring 
Trad Lords, Judge Relnhow and 
Crystal Bernard (24368). 8.00 Cir- 
cle of Friends (1995). a naive 
young woman leaves her small vil- 
lage home to attend university in 


3 JO Pick of the Year. 

4 J.5 Tales from the Orpn LofL Jere- 

my Summerly presents an to- 
depth insight into the worid of the 
church organic. 

5.00 Something to Write Home 
About Comedy duo Sean Foley 
and Hamish McCOU take their 
vaucteNtue show Stop Caffing Me 
Wman to Incfia, stopping to sam- 
ple tha delights rt Boiiywood along 
the way. 

5J0 Retry Please! 

5 JO Shipping Forecast 

5J5 Weather 

6.00 Six O’clock News. 

6.15 United Slates of Anger. Gavin 
Esier examines why so many 
Americans are apathetic about 
politics. 

6J0 Whispering Among the Leaves- 
Evocative recordings rt woodland, 
sounds, from rustling leaves to res- 
onant tree bunks. 

7 JO A Good Read. Sarah Dunant In- 
vites satirists John Bird and John 
Fortune to discuss their three 
favourite paperbacks. 

8.00 Gardening Under Ihe Rat Sue 
Phillips examines how British hor- 
UculturaUsts attempted to trans- 
form the Indian landscape. 

8J0 Making History Christopher An- 
drew' continues his intimate lock 
at the work rt historians. 

9.00 Glory Days. 

9 JO Strictly TT. An aprecJative profile 


1950s Dublin, where her eyes are 
opened to city life by an old friend, 
Heart-warming romantic drama 
starring Chris O'Donnell, Minnie 
Driver and Colin Firth (29813). 

10.00 Le Colonel Chabert (1994). 
An officer returns home frorn the 
Napoleonic ware alter bang report- 
ed missing In action - only to find 
his wife using his fortune to ad- 
vance the career rt her second hus- 
band. French drama, starring Girard 
Depardieu. Fanny Ardant and 
Claude Rich (247829). 11.55 
There Goes My Baby (1994). Com- 
edy drama set in 1965, foltowir$ a 
group rt soon-to-graduate college 
students as they prepare for life In 
the big, bad worid. Starring Dermot 
Mulrwrey. Rick Schroder, Kelli 
Williams and Noah VVyfe 
(979320). 1 J5 Hollywood Madam 
(1994) (J 930566). 3.05 A Dan- 
gerous Affair (1994) (284450). 
440- 5.55am Sherlock; Undercover 
Dog (1994) (44053295). 

SKT MOTES GOLD 

11.00am The Yearling (1946) 
(91281233). 1.10 The Great San- 
tini (1979) (93471875). 3.05 The 
Man Who Knew Too Much (1956) 
(58527146). 5.05 Patton (1970) 

(61143542). 8.00 Cousins 
(1989). Ted Dan son and Isabella 
Rossellini pfay cousins struggling 
against their own powerful mutual 
attraction while their respective 
spouses are having an affair, Sean 
Young, Lloyd Brides and William 
Petersen co-star in this remake rt 
the French romantic drama 
(3563368). 10.00 Nico (1988). 
Steven Seagal stars as a tough cop 
with martial arts skills who uncov- 
ers a conspiracy involving the CIA, 
a drugs ring and government Cor- 
ruption. With Ram Grier and Sharon 
Stone (9944558), 11.45 Betrayed 
(1988). Thrilfer starring Debra 
Winter, Tam Serengerand Betsy 
Blair (38741691). 1J5 Julia 
(1977) (3502943). 3 JO A .Day’s 
Pleasure (1919) (86737092). 
4.15-5 JOam Golden Earrings 
(1947) (7827905). • 


of Teny-Thomas ty Michael 
Polnton. 

10.00 News. 

10.15 Medidne Now. 

1045 Breakaway: 

ILLS Ode to Hihrersum. An look at 
how the medium rt radio comple- 
ments and Inspires poetry. With 
- contributions from Brendan Ken- 
nelly, Gillian Clarte, Robert Craw- 
ford, Kathleen JamfeandKen 
Smith. 

1145 Seeds rt faith. Mike Fort env 
barks on a pi [©forage to Ephesus 
in wstem Turkey, meeting (A- 
©ims from across the worid as 
they 

travel in the footsteps rt St Paul. 

12.00 News. 

1Z20 Bate or Sunday. From Or- 
leans, Massachusetts. 

12J0 The Late Storys Rumpole and 
the Wktovr 1 wankey. By John 
Mortimer. 

1248 Shipping Forecast 

1.00-6.00am As Wforid Sendee. 

Radio 5 

KZB.SQMfclM 

&05am Hold the Front Fbge Christ- 
mas Special 6J0 Breakfast 9.05 
Sunday with Mair 11 J5 Frostbite 
and Footholds 1205 The Big Byte 
12J5 Crime Desk 1.05 Gary Linek- 
er’s Sunday Sport 6.05 Sportscall 

7.00 News Extra 7 J5 You Carnot Be 


UK GOLD 

7.00am Record Breakers 
(1567078). 7 JO Blue Peter 
(1579813). 8.00 Animal Magic 
(4225165). 8.30 Jackanory 
(2 013707). 8.45 Chlgley 
(2001962). 9.00 Survivors 
(9580813). 10.00 Dr Who 
(3082417). 1 JO HbiK Carry on 
Girts (1973) (68122146 J. 3.00 
The Bill Omnibus (61298287). 

520 Going Straight (2902875). 

6.00 Bullseye (872045 5). 6 JO 
What a Cany Onl (8711707). 

7.00 Dick Emery (7473610). 7J0 
After the Show (8700691). 8.00 
FHnu Madame Sousatzka (1988) 
(55340349). 10.15 Boys from the 
Blackstuff (91910287). 11.25 
Spitting Image (5800691). 12.00 
Carrott Confidential (24345B5). 
1240 Him; Find the Lady (1976) 
04655382). 2.0S-7.00am Shop- 
ping at Night (15796276). 

SB SPORTS 1 

7.00am World Sport Special 
(26813). 7 JO Cricket: Zimbabwe 
Vs En gland - Second Test - Live 
(2631981). 3.00 Football: 
Southampton Vs Liverpool - Live 

(6175078). 6 JO Basketball: Man- 
chester Giants Vs Derby Storm 
095829). 9.00 Cricket (256813). 
11 JO Football Special (2 44078). 

2.00-4 JOam Basketball 
(958092). 

SH5M&TS9 

7.00am Soccer Extra (2305436). 

11.00 Goals on Sunday ' 
(2458726). 12.00 American Fbot- 
bail: Wildcard Play Off (7740356). 
3 JO Ice Hockey ( 7367726. 1. 5J0 
Trans WbrW Sport (9173349). 

6J0 Football League Review 
(9922165). 7 JO Angling Masters 
(2608875). 8J0 Football Special 
(8092707). 1L00 Olympics: 
Sprinters (2439691) 12.00- 
1.00am Cricket: Sporting Classics 
- West Indies Vs England 1994 
(6812740). 

SKf SPORTS 3 

12.00noon Football league Review 
(43161233). -1.00'DartS! WDC 


Serious 8J5 The Irish In Britain 9.00 
Datlyn Worldwide 10.05 Acid Test 
1035 Out This Week 11.00 Ntfrt 
Extra 11 JS SportsAmerics 12.05 
N^ght Moves 2.05 Up A> Ni£rt 5.05- 
6.00am Entertainment •% 

Classic FM 

(Utt4iaUMfeM 

6.00am Sarah Lucas 9.00 New Year 
Classic Romance 12.00 Celebrity 
Choice 1.00 Alan Mann's Padred 
Lunch 3.00 Adiemus: Songs of Sanc- 
tuary 4.00 Best rt Classic Discoveries 
1996 6 JO A Question of Ctasacs 

7.00 Countdown Tbp 10 rt 19% 

8.00 Worid Opera 10 JO Howard's 
Week 12.00 Andre Leon 4.00- 

6 JOam Mark Griffiths. 

Virgin Radio 

U2i 1137-LHWfc MH 105 WfeW 
6.00am Janey Lee Grace 10.00 Gra- 
ham Dene 2.00 Bobby Hain 6.00 
Lynn Parsons 10.00 Gary Davies 

2.00-6JXtam Hwart Ffearce 

Worid Sendee 

(I9W?LM 

1.00am Nawsdesk 1 JO Short Story 
145 On the Move 2.00 Newsday 
230 Anything Goes 3 JO News 3.15 
Sports Roundup 3 JO Heritage 4.00 
Newsdesk 4J0 Off the Shelfr Wrti 
Central 4.45 Country Style 5.00 
Newsday 5 30-6. 00am Composer rt 
the Month 


Wbrid Championship - Live 
(42877184). 5.00 World Sport 
Special (41638368). 5 JO Drag 
Racing (8331 1504). 6.00 Water- 
sports (43167417). 7.00 Darts: 
WDC Worid Championship - Live 
(40157233). llJ0-12.00mld- 
nlght Wbrid Sport Special 
(94866417). 

E&K05PMT 

7 JOam Eurofun (22748). 8.00 
Alpine Skiing (3981 3). 8 JO Alpine 
Skiing (74320). 9 JO Offroad 
(99097). 10 JO Alpine Skiing 
(6394829). 1145 Alpine Skiing 
(4I595G4J. 1.00 Tennis (91639). 

3.00 Alpine Skiing (30455). 4.00 
Ski- Jumping (79558). 5 JO All 
Sports (76252). 6 JO Olympic 
Games (5813). 7.00 Figure Skat- 
ing (72207), 9.00 All Sports 
(15146). 9J0 Olympic Games 
(57707J. 10.00 Formula One 
(46504). 11.00-12 JOam Ski- 
Jumping (85436). 

uww 

6.00am Revelations 6 JO Looking 
for Love 7.00 Spanish Archer 7 JO 
Mind and Body 8.00 Why Files 

8 JO Video Box 9.00 Psychic Pas 
9J0 Fashion 10.00 Revelations 
10 JO Looking for Love 11.00 
Campus Capers 11.30 Spanish 
Archer 12.00 Revelations 1ZJ0 
Why Files 1.00 Looking for Love 

1 Jo Psychic Pats 2.00 Fashion 

2 JO Mind and Body 3.00 Canary 
Wharf Omnibus 4 JO Campus Ca- 
pers 5.00 Revelations 5.30 Look- 
ingfe Uw 6.00 Fashion 6.30 
Sunday Sport Live 7,00 Spanish 
Archer 7 JO Revelations 8.00 Psy- 
chic Pets 8 JO Why Files 9.00 
Seventies Rip Show 9 JO Looking 
for Love 10.03 Sunday Sport Uve 
10 JO Stand-Up Live Special; Jim 
Bowen Presents Oh Cod! 11.30 
Edencjuest with Sandra Taytor 
12J0 Kiss TV: Kiss Lifestyle 1 Jo 
Home Shopping 2.00 Stand-Up 
live Special: Mike Rek) 3.00 Eden- 
quest with Pamela Anderaxi 3 JQ- 
6.00am Night-Time Programmes 






4 





\ J 


THE INDEPENDENT * SATURDAY 28 DEfTRMTtreR ^ qqr 



23 


'K. 

* 

V- 

£ 


V.. 

•V 


\ 




V.i 


«** 


H. 


■ r» 

i.i'. 


.r i 

-imC 

•. 

.11 
U J'.t" 
I4lf _ 
ui ■ 


It 


* : 
j.i i’. 


•j [ 

4 

M j 
Hi-- 1 

i't 

.M 5 
inir... 

• U»" . 



i 


sport 


Turf Moor's pies were described as ‘tremendous’. The award must 
have been a tonic to fans who have had little to cheer recently 


Apologies to all turkeys, who have 
□o choice in the matter, but the aim 
of every team over the Christmas 
and New Year period, when up to 
12 points arc at stake, is to avoid get- 
ting stuffed. Ironically, most fans will 
do completely the opposite and 
staff themselves on turkey and all 
the trimmings. You would think 
catering takings at grounds at this 
time of year must show an unhealthy 
deficit with fans suffering from the 
effects of over-indulgence. 

Being a veggie, 2 tend to miss out 
at Christmas and football grounds. 
Not that I'm bothered about the lat- 
ter: I've often questioned the wis- 
dom of spending the 15 minutes of 
half-time queueing for a soggy 
meat pie and a cup of tea only to 
find that by the time you’ve got back 
to your seat they’re lukewarm - and 


yon’re 1-0 down. That's happened 
to me twice. I'm asham ed to admit 
I was once so cold at Dens Park that 
I was pre-occupied not by the ac- 
tion but by the thought of my half- 
time toddy (even if it was only PG 
Tips). Unfortunately I hadn't reck- 
oned on 12,000 Hkeminded fang - 
Rangers had scored twice against 
Dundee by the time I reclaimed my 
seat. 

Thera several seasons ago at Frat- 
ton Baric, Portsmouth and West Ham 
setved up such a dull first half that I 
headed for refreshments a minute be- 
fore the half was up, only to bear a 
familiar roar which certainly was not 
applause for a rousing first 45. 

Burnley fans, however, have more 
reason than most to bead off early 
for their half-time pie. It’s not of- 
ten the Nationwide League sweeps 


the honours board when the fat cats 
of the Premiership are in the run- 
ning, but, according to a recent sur- 
vey, when h comes to pies the Hast 
Lancastrian dub really takes the bis- 
cuit. 

Turf Moor’s pies were described 
as “tremendous, featuring lightly 
spiced potatoes blended with lean 
chunks of meat in a rich gravy, and 
perfect pastry -dightly 50^ yet suc- 

a light and firm crust". The award 
must have been a tome to fans who 
have bad precious little to cheer in 
recent yeaxs. 

RochdaJe scooped a double hon- 
our: coming fourth and also receiv- 
ing a special commendation for 
pastry of which Delia Smith, Britain's 
favourite cook and Norwich’s most 
well-known director, would be 


Olivia Blair 



ON SATURDAY 


proud. Blit I was surprised to find 
that the famous Forfar Bridie was 
conspicuous by its absence. In fact, 
Scottish culinary delights (which 
might seem a contradiction in terms) 
hardly got a look-in, perhaps because 


; are an Ibrat 
favourite, while that Scottish spe- 
ciality, the deep-fried pizza, goes 
down a treat at Easter Road. 

However, Scotland still has some 
champion pies, of which the Bridie 
is one: a tasty, flat mince (that's mut- 
ton, before you groan) pie made with 
flaky pastry. The Hearts chairman 
Chris Robinson may be known as the 
Pie Man because he owns the 
Wheatsbeaf catering company, but 
in reality the Forfar fare is only 
matched by the pies on offer at Kfl- 
raamock. The “KHlie SpetiaT is in 
fact so special that the Proclaimers 
were so enamoured of the succulent 
pies they consumed at Rugby Park 
while watching Hibs play they de- 
cided to immortalise them in a track 
entitled unsurprising^, TheKBBePte. 

On a more weighty matter, it 


does seem as if our football dubs have 
decided it's more than jnst fans* foot- 
baD tastebuds which need titratin g . 
Preston have entered their Great 

Room restaurant facilities in the new 
Tbm Finney stand into the Booker 
Prize for Standard Of Food Excel- 
lence, while Newcastle andf Man- 
chester United haw raised standards 
in the kitchen as weffa&on the pitch. 

The grub on offer at St femes' 
Park’s Magpie Roam Rea§mram 
has been described as “dtshxgr than 
David Ginola”. Tb whet tfijt ap- 
petite: spicy chicken sausages with 
Calvados sauce and seared scaflops 
with butter beans and lentils, re 
showing what can be done in a foot- 
ball dub and I hope this will be the 
start of even better things." No, not 
Kevin Keegan, but executive chef 
John BJackmorc, former chef de 


panic at the Park Lane Intercnnti- 
nuntaL who has hud as much of an 
influence on the palate at Newcas- 
tle ns Keegan has on the pitch. St 
James’ is die first football stadium In 
be listed in the Good Food Guide. 

Over at Okl Traflhrd the Red Cafe 
is (he latest attraction: a 200-sqtreT 
themed restaurant inside the North 
Stand where the menu reflects Unil- 
ed’s increasingly continental-look 
line-up: deep-fined pearls of moz- 
zarella with gooseberry and nectarine 
compote; scampi calvpso: and monk- 
fish tails in a black bean sauce. 

Of course, considering a three - 
course meal for a family of four at 
the Cafe will cost on average of £47, 
and that a ticket is upwards of £12 
a head on top, it’s no wonder the 
good old pie remains the more at- 
tractive proposition. 


United look rested and 

in threatening form 






GUY HODGSON 

. .Boxing Day was originally an oo- 
>iasion for giving and the Pre- 
miership's leading clubs 
- adhered to tradition on Thurs- 
day, sprinkling points like nee- 
dles from a festive tree. There 
was just one exception and no 
one was surprised to discover 
fiie man behind that piece of 
parsimony was football's old 
Skinflint, Alex Ferguson. 

Only Manchester United 
won . out of the top seven two 
days ago and suddenly they are 
looming like ghosts of Christ- 
mas past in third place. They go 
into today's match against 
Leeds United five points behind 
the leaders Liverpool with a 
game in hand and with the mo- 
mentum of nine goals without 
reply in their last two matches. 

“We've got to keep this go- 
ing,” Ferguson, whose hunger 
and energy to succeed is one of 
the wonders of the game, said. 
“It’s a particularly demanding- 
time. We must ensure that we 
are still among the challengers 
at the end of the festive period." 

Ferguson's dilemma today 
will be whether to start with 
Andy Cole, who underlined his 
return to fitness from two bro- 
ken legs by scoring in the 4-0 de- 
feat of Nottingham Forest The 
£7ra striker came on for Ole 
Gunnar Solskjaer at the City 
Ground but, as the Norwegian 


has scored three times in the last 
two matches, dropping him will 
not be a decision taken lightly. 

Not that sentiment usually 
clouds Ferguson's decisions and 
he now has the luxury of seeing 
past disruptions to his team as a 
blessing. “Nobody apart from 
Eric Cantona and David Beck- 
ham has played a lot of games," 
he said. “All the rest haw had a 
mixed and short season and they 
are looking good and fresh.” 

The last time the champions 
met today’s opponents, a 4-0 win 
ended Howard Wilkinson’s 
managership at Ell and Road 
although, if there is one match 
that spurs the Leeds players 
on, it is this one. Last Christmas 
they produced their best per- 
formance of the season for a 
3-1 victory that included a goal 
from Tony Yeboah. The Gha- 
naian came on for his first senior 
outing for nine months against 
Coventry on Thursday and he is 
likely to start this afternoon. 

It required only one en- 
counter with second-placed Ar- 
senal for Kevin Pressman to 
reduce his view of their champ- 
ionship chances. The Sheffield 
Wednesday goalkeeper had a 
largely untroubled night against 
the Gunners on Thursday and 
said: “If I was a betting man, Fd 
put my money on Liverpool. 
They're the best-balanced side 
we’ve met this season." 

As for Arsenal, he adde± 
“They’re hand to break down,” 
which is where we were before 


Arsine Wbnger arrived promis- 
ing style with resflieoce.Quite 
what the Gunners’ manager 
made ofhis team's performance 
against Wsdnesday is not known 
because be did not torn up for 
an after-match press confer- 
ence and, following Fteiguson’s 
similar non-appearance the pre- 
vious week, Hillsborough is be- 
coming the Bermuda Triangle of 
visiting managers’ thoughts. 

Wednesday have not lost since 
12 October and their manager, 
David Pleat, has gained enough 
from that to rotate his players, 
ensuring they stay fresh. Regi 
Blinker and Andy Booth were 
rested against Arsenal and are 
likely to play at Chelsea, who will 
be without the suspended Banck 
Leboeuf and Dennis Wise. 

Nevertheless be is not entirely 
satisfied. “I keep reading about 
Leeds United that you need to 
sort out the back door before 
you look at the front,” he said, 
“and we’ve become hard to 
beat. Our problem now Is scor- 
ing. I think we’ve got some goals 
in our locker.” 

Perhaps, as Ruud Gullit 
seems to suggest it is simply be- 
coming more difficult for teams 
to impose themselves. Chelsea’s 
player-manager is impressed 
with the quality of the Premier- 
ship, saying it is improving fast. 
“It’s very open. Perhaps if s be- 
cause there are more foreigners 
now, maybe because of the way 
England played in Euro 96. 

“But whatever the reason 


there's a great deal more at- 
tention on the Premiership 
from abroad now. The standard 
is certainly better. Clubs are 
spending money to by to get re- 
sults, and that’s got to be good.” 

Coventry got both aoSs and 
a good result against Leeds, se- 
curing only their second win in 
32 attempts at EDand Road. At- 
tention will be turned today on 
their goalkeeper. Steve Ogri- 
zovic, 39, will make his 544th ap- 
pearance for the Sky Blues 
against Middlesbrough, breaking 
a 26-year-old record set by his for- 
mer manager, George Curtis. 

He has been around long 
enough to have played with and 
against Graeme Souness and 
Martin O’Neill, who wfll be prt- 
their rides, Southampton 
Leicester, against the dubs 
where they bad their greatest 
playing days. There seems little 
chance of them getting misty- 
eyed, however. 

Souness plays host to the 
leaders Liverpool tomorrow, 
saying: “It’s just the first of a tot 
of tough games,” while CWeBl 
wfll prepare for the visit of 
bottom-placed Nottingham 
Forest with scarcely a thought 
for the dub with whom he won 
championship and European 
Cup-winning medals. “1 en- 
joyed my time at Forest and in 
normal circumstances I would 
like to see them play away from 
trouble,” he said. “But it’s a dog- 
eat-dog world.” It will be the 
theme of the day. 



Clough is 
keen to 
stay on 


DERRICK WHYTE 


Andy Cole celebrates his return for United on Booting Day wfth a goal Photograph: Empics 


Nigel Clough, who is in the mid- 
dle of a one-month loan spell at 
Nottingham Forest, wants to 
make his return to the City 
Ground permanent. Clough was 
signed from Manchester City on 
a temporary basis by Stuart 
Pearce, Forest's caretaker play- 
er-manager, and the striker has 
told the duh he would like to 
complete a permanent move. 

Meanwhile. Pearce has 
opened talks aimed at securing 
the long-term future of the 
midfielder Alf Inge Halond at 
the City Ground. The Norwe- 
gian, whose current deal ends 
m the summer, has heen the 
subject of an inquiry - though 
not a formal bid - from Leeds. 
Manchester United have also 
been linked with the player. 

Gary Breen, Birmingham 
City’s highly rated central de- 
fender, is likely to be out of ac- 
tion for a month after an 
inddent outside a restaurant in 
London. The Republic of Ire- 
land international needed 
stitches in a head wound and 
suffered a broken hand. 

Italian newspapers have re- 
ported that Roberto Baggio, the 
Milan striker, has lost up to sit 
billion lire (£235m) in an al- 
leged investment scandal Bag- 
gio was one of at least 200 
people - reported to includes a 
number of footbaDers - who 
placed money in a finance com- 
pany based in the Adriatic re- 
sort of Rimini 


Komen has weight of history behind his challenge 


Athletics 


MIKE ROWBOTTOM 

The nationalities of the past five 
winners of the County Durham 
International Cross-Conn tty 
reflect the balance of power in 
middle-distance running. 

Since 1991, when the Durham 
event became part of the Warld 
Cross Challenge, the Interna- 
tional Amateur Athletic Feder- 
ation’s integrated cross-country 
series, the men first past the post 
have been: Kenyan, Ethiopian, 
Ethiopian. Kenyan, and Ethiopi- 
an. It is going to take something 


unusual to prevent another 
Kenyan adding himself to that 
sequence today. At 20 years of 
age, Dame] Komen arrived in the 
freezing environs of Durham yes- 
terday as the coming man in 
middle-distance running. 

Despite missing the Otympics 
after nnishm g only fourth in 
. Kenya’s high-altitude Olympic 
trials, the former world junior 
5,000 and 10,000m world cham- 
pion put together a staggering 
sequence of races in the latter 
part of the summer season: he 
clocked the thind-fastest 5,000m 
in history, a Commonwealth 
record of 12min 51.60sec, set a 


world two-miles best of 8mm 
0234sec, and, on 1 September, 
eclipsed Noureddine Morceli’s 
3,000ra world record of 7min 
25. Usee with 7.20.67. 

Komen’s compatriot Ismail 
Kirui, a former 5,000m world 
champion, has pulled out of the 
event, but Komen arrived safely 
yesterday after spending one 
and a half days travelling from 
Nairobi. 

“I promised I would run and 
I don't want to let anyoae 
down," Komen said. “I’m hop- 
ing to win but I know that Jon 
Brown is in good form." 

The aforementioned Brit, 


who two weeks ago won the 
European cross-country title in 
Belgian mud, faces a far harder 
task today in both senses of the 
word. But he is the best-placed 
to emulate the last British win- 
ner , Eamonn Martin (1990). 

Brown, who insisted this week 
that his target is a top-six plac- 
ing in the world cross-country 

championship in Turin three 
months hence, was cautious in his 
forecast “I want to do well and 
it would be nice to win it," he said 
from his DusseJdorf training 
base. “But I don’t want to expend 
energy unnecessarily or use up 
too much mental energy.” 


Paul Evans, this year’s Chica- 
go Marathon winner, and 
Andrew Pearson, the runner-up 
in Durham last year, will add to 
the British challenge against a 
field which includes Kenya's 
Christopher Kelong and last 
year’s winner, Assefa Mezgebu. 

The women’s race has Brit- 
ain’s Paul Radefiffe, the Olym- 
pic 5,000m finalist, malting her 
first major appearance since re- 
frain a knee injury, 
the winner at Durham 
in 1993 and last year, faces op- 
position from the world cross- 
country champion Getenesh 
Wami - an Ethiopian, naturally. 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Taylor aiming for fifth title 


Darts 


PhD T&ylor will be chasing a fifth 
world title and a record first 
prize of £45,000 when he begins 
ho latest defence at the Red 
Band World Championship 
the Circus Tavern in Purfle 
Essex, today. 


at 

eu 


Taylor, 36, won the official 
Embassy World Darts title in 
1990 and 1992 and then broke 
away with 15 other top players 
to form the World Darts Coun- 
cil. Taylor has since won the 
WDC version of the world title 
for the past two years. Twenty- 
four players will compete for the 
title. 


Jets can cement their place on top 


Basketball 


SNOW REPORT 


RICHARD TAYLOR 

Chester Jets, the unlikely joint 
leaders of the Budweiser 
League at Christmas, will go 
dear at the top of the table over 
the new year period providing 
they beat the Worthing Bears 


Thomas 

Cook 


tonight and the Sheffield Sharks 
lose against Lheir cup final op- 
ponents, the London Leop- 
ards, tomorrow. 

The Jets have finished in the 
league’s bottom three for the 
past three seasons but this sea- 
son they have won 10 out of 15 
games and are a home banker 
against struggling Worthing 


Bears tonight Sheffield beat the 
Leopards, 104-100, at the Lon- 
don Arena last month in a con- 
troversial clash when nine 
players were fouled out of the 
match. 

London Towers, the defend- 
ing league champions in a 
three-way tie aL the top, have a 
free weekend. 


SKI HOTLINE 


North America. 
Phooe or fax: 

0891 333 110 


Cali us on 01733 33 55 13 




JpfcikbOWt wevM cost SCtrfT*. CteySme feta, «ph*i a 



i: For a (ax list ot 180 
TO0T1 codes; 0990 100843 


SKI SNAPSHOT 


At-a-qtanca fax guide to snow 
conditions at 180+ resorts 
worldwide: 
0897500601 


SKIFAX 


Where to find the 
^ best snow -by fax. . 
■Can SKIFAX - the ski facts: 
0897 300 301 


1 AROUND THE RESORTS 

Resort 

■ 

ANDORRA 

Comment . 

Area 

apart 

Last 

anew 

Iwr 

cm 

UPP 

ear 

Forecast 

Arcals/Onflno. 
Pas Be la Can 

-Best Ntfwr 14) 

..Lower runs SMaOle 

100% 

100% 

25.12 

25X2 

40 

90 

150 

140 

Cloudy 

Unseated 

AUSTRIA 







FMwWfi — 

..Good, nurd pocMd. no ice 

100% 

90% 

25.12 

9SJ2 

10 

10 

70 

GO 

Fog. snow 
Snow 

SMfb&ch 

.Am snow, salt Km lovers 

100% 

3.12 

20 

40 Cnudy, sncMi 

CANADA 







Aim 

Whfcrtier ......... 

FRANCE 

..Groomed/padred powder 
..Hard pached/Bnomed 

100% 

. 99% 

20J2 

22.12 

110 

189 

121 Snow 

189 Snowslwm 

CooKhevel ..... 

..Upper slopes 0>ad eonmuon vr* 
..Dw. powdery up top fo* 

26-12 

25.12 

10b 

90 

150 

230 

BrMlt.COM 

Coa.sunny 

Val thorans - 

ITALY 

jTrm packed snow 

1WA 





CwvMa 

IMffo 

.Great on lews 

Abundance of fresh snow 

100% 

100% 

100% 

21.12 

23.12 

23.12 

170 

70 

30 

320 ueer, sunpy 
230 Clear, coid 
100 Snew 

vif» ........ 

SWITZERLAND 







HiostWE 

Winn 

Abundance rtf ftasnjxwider 
.Good eoveraga at ad levels 

100% 

95% 

2342. 

2342 

40 

40 

135 

MO 

flne.coM 

Sunny 

LiMTED STATES 






- 


Rracttnridee .. 
Sham 

'PoMpeepacited powder 
.loose ganuar 

95% 

55% 

2EL12 

26.12 

140 

30 

16b snowsnws i 
120 Oouciy | 





Cafe k> OBSR 5 santos ooer • Cate to OB& semen coat 


The Dales Mavericks traded the injured 
BfiddsgrutriledAII-Starpointgu«d,Ja- 
son KkJd,TOthe Phoenfc Suns on Thurs- 
day as part of 8 sbr-ptaysr deaL The 
Mavericks acquired guard Sam Cassell 
and forwards Michael Finley and A C 
Green fiomtte Surra Phoenix wto afeo 
gave up a second-round draft pick in 
1997 or 1S98, acquired gjard Tbny Du- 
mas and centra Loren Meyer. . 
Christian Lastmer scored a career-high 
37 points as the Atlanta Hawks beat 
the Chicago Bulls 108-103 on Thurs- 
day. The Hawks won their 10th con- 
secutive home game white the Buds had 
an eight-game winning streak broken. 

MB* Toronto 98 New Jersey 9fr. Adana 
CWeamiOS: Inaana 95 Detroit B&fott: kfr 
ant96 Ortando 76; Minnesota 88 New York 
80: Golden 113 Defies IDS; Houston 
101 Ittvwutee 90; PtftadeWua 118 Dov 
VW8&: Utah 99 PoriJantf94;SeBnle 94 Sen 
Anmoto 86: Sacramontc 111 Vancouver 88. 

Crichot 

Northern TiatswraL iequirtng232 ftnfe- 
tory, were 46 for 3 In their second in- 
nings at the close on the second day 
of the fouHfeySupeoport Senes match 
against Botand yesterday. 

SUPStSIWT SHOES {Pmrt.SAJ Second 
day of four): Botand 170 and 179 (KCJack- 
Mri 62, M J G Dfivis 6-8QJ; Northern Trans- 
v»IU7vid 46 tor 3. 

Football 

lRANKBlSi PM Stmt [fawn# Bay » Un- 
com (undtoddsed fee);' Soott FHtftnid 
(defender) Wlmbtodon to Mriwafl QoanH 

Kenny Brom (defends) West Hpm to Brra- 

ingtan ftwt); Urea luces (gsBeepei) *re- 
sum to scunflwtpe fleenj. 


THURSDAY'S LATE RESULT: BtffkSeottM 
Longue Premier D Mi lw w Aberdeen 1 
(Dodds 14) Oattc 2 (Codeia 41, Dl Cento 83). 

Ico hodoay 

Sheffield Steeters are to send video ev- 
idence to the Brttsn Ice Hockey Asso- 
ciation after Jamie Leech, their leading 
points scorer, suffered a horrific injury 
in Thursday's defeat by Cardiff Devils. 
Leach had to leave the ice late In the 
©me with a gsh just betow his left eye 
Mowing a h®\ sticking Incident InuoMng 
the Great Britain sJdppet Shannon hope. 
X-rays revealed a double fracture of the 
cheekbone which wM keep him side- 
lined for up to six weeks. 

NHL: Buffalo 5 Hartford' 1; Dent* 6 Wiasn- 
monn A (0U; NY Wanders * New Jersey 1; 
Odowa 5 NY Rangers 2; Pira&ugia Mon- 

flo 4 a Loui& 4 fee; Los Angptas S Phoenix 
2; San Jose B Vancouver L 

Skfing 

The French downhill racer Nicolas 

Burttn injured he right knee and tegyas- 
tattoy.foaspBcinthelQ'SteMocouw 
during the first training run for a World 
Cup speed racein Bonne, Italy. -Bunin, 
on his third season on the Utortd Cup 

circut, had has best career result in v&l 
Gardena in 1994, when he- tame 
eighth in a downhW. 

MEWS WORLD CUP AlPtNE DOWNHU. 
TRMMNQ (fton^lt 3^700. Mrtfcrf drop 

JLWflw): 1 W Frare (AotJ 2mn 0091MC; 
2 F Soobl (Aud 2PL80; 3— PRungKokSor 
0U £0130. ASordal {NcrJ SQ2J0: 5 LAI- 
0vri|JV)2£2^OKGhBdroOU&02£6; 
7 J SOotH (Aut) 2*334; 8 0 Moder (Aut) 
ItCRZT-. 9 R Asanger (Aud ace.41; 10 A 
Fatten (W 2:03.65. 


INTEREST RATE CHANGE 


Investment and Savings 

With effect from 31st December 1996. the interest rates Tor ibe following share and deposit 
accounts w31 be as shown below. Only the bands where interest rates have changed are shown. 
All other bands and aero unis remain unchanged. 


Type of aituuni 


Cron 
•* P* 


N« 
» P-- 


SPECIAL. 85 



85 d>j>* notice 



£100.000 and orer 

347 

■1.37 

CjV-R. t 

5.60 

4.4T, 

£50.000 to £99^99 

5.IH 

4.14 

caM 

5.30 

4/J2 

£25.000 to £494109 

4.70 

3.76 

C^VR- 1 

-1 NO 

3.82 

£[o.oont..£ 2 -rjwo 

-131 

S.W 

CLLR. f 

-l.fiO 

3.66 

£5.000 io £9.999 

n.-rs 

iifi 

CA.R. r 

3.50 

2.79 

£2JOO iu £4.999 

3.00 

2.44 

C_\JL t 

a.iti 

2.47 

TESSA KUTE (DEPOSIT) AND 



TESSA EOTE (SHARE-) 

j.ro 

- 

TESSA ELITE □ 

6.40 

- 

POSTMASTER 11 



Instant acccas by post 



£ inn .000 and over 

5.65 

4 52 

£50.000 ro £90.990 

5.30 

L24 

£30.000 iu £59.999 

5.20 

4.16 

£10.000 iu £29.699 

•1.95 

3.96 

£2.500 in £9.999 


3.40 

POSTMASTER- ONLY 



RMnirdwt thoar Amiuhw far PtortAtwttrH except 

£1.000 iu £9.999 

■1-25 

3.40 

POSTAL 10 (2nd Ueoe) and POSTAL 10*. 


lOdajv* notice 



1100/100 and Wff 

run 


£60.000 lu £99.999 

6.15 

4.92 

£30.000 io £59.999 

5.83 

4.6S 

£10.000 to £29.909 

5.65 

4.52 

£2.500 in £3.999 

4.-I5 

3.56 

TOP 60 3rd Irene 



60 dayi' notice 



£ 100.000 and over 

5.25 

4iW 

£50.000 iu £99,999 

■1.05 

3.96 

£25.000 io £49,999 

4.-13 

3.56 

£10.000 io £24.999 


2.56 

£5.000 io £9.999 

2.10 

1 92 

£2300' io £4.999 

2.15 

1.72 



liniu 

Net 

Tvpe nf Acnmnt 

'i faa. 

P-1. 

CLIENTS’ RESERVE 



Instant accou 



£100,000 and met 

4.95 

HOT, 

E50JW0 in £09.999 

■1.70 

3.70 

£25.000 in £49^99 

3.20 

a. r »r, 

£10.900 in £24,999 


1.71. 

£5.0011 £9.999 

1.85 

1.-1N 

£2.500 i.i £1.999 

1.31' 

1. 04 

£.t«J t', £2.499 

MO 

tins 

£100 K> £499 

1.90 

U.HO 

BUSINESS EXTRA 



Instant access 



£ 100.000 .ttnl tnrr 

■170 

3.711 

£50.000 U. £99.999 

1.15 

3..Hi 

£23.000 io £49.999 

:V20 

?.r«4i 

Kln.iKul ii, £213199 

2.20 

1 7<» 

£5.000 io £9.999 

i xr* 

I.1K 

£»3>Kl to 1 1.999 

1 Ml 

1.01 

£500 In £2, 199 

1.10 

fl.AS 

£1 90 to £499 

1.00 

oKo 

CHARITY ACCOUNT 



Imam re~i ■ ■■ 



£IIHi,OOt> and liter 

•193 


£50 JUKI !•> £119.9911 

•l 7« 

3.7«» 

£25.000 in £49.999 

:t.2« 

2 r.t. 

£10,11110 in £24 .999 

2.20 

1.71* 

£j JHVI «i £<£999 

1.S5 

I.1S 

£2500 iu £1.999 

l.:«o 

Mtl 

£500 to £2. 199 

l.lll 

O.KO 

£190 in £ 199 

1.00 

O.MT1 


SUPER SAVER (DEPOSIT) AND SUPER SAVER 
(SHARE*) 

(rale including bonmt 


£5,000 and IAO 

5.35 

4.28 

fl.noo In £4.99*1 

-1.35 

3. IH 

£20 Id £999 

4.10 

3.S8 


INVESTMENT SHARE* 

ImantacnM 

The Immiui, iDierni rauw c<jiuv.ileiu in ihtnr oflc-rcd 
on Uic cormpuuiliiiR llm nf Hlf.H Rl SE for 
tolann-, nvci Ifl.NK) will l»e rrvfated m acairdun 
wiih Lhc H1C>H RISE rain -,b*,v. n abuvr. 


TOP BO* ONLY 


£500 io £2.499 

1.90 

1.52 

HIGH RISE (DEPOSIT! AND HIGH RISE 


(SHAKE-) 

Iastant access 

£ 1 00.000 and over 

430 

3.00 

£50,000 lu £99 399 

■UO 

SJti 

£25,000 in £40.999 

».ao 

‘J.jli 

£10,000 1» £34.999 

2.20 

1.7B 

£5.000 wJKUW 

1.90 

132 

£2300 to £4.900 

135 

l.rw 

£500 u> £2.-190 

1-15 

0.92 

£100 to £499 

1.05 

0.H4 

HEADSTART (DEPOSIT) AND HEADSTART 


SAVINGS BOND* 
IwretaCKH 

£250 *>nd over 

5.00 

4.00 

BUSINESS GOLD 

Cunu Account 
£35,000 and over 

430 

a.fio 


AVC- 

5.43 • 


GROSS NON-RESIDENT* 
£10JKKI anil o\er 

2.70 


£3^)00 ii. £9.999 

2.30 

- 

£2.IMU> iu £1.99-1 

1.MO 

. 

£50 lu £1,999 

1.70 

- 


The iniwnr rain on all nther arvinml, :irul niutrt 
reic hand* wilt rraiAin unchangcl, excepi where 

jndivictujJ MdiJirarinn u iiuilr, Ifilrrrsl will be paid 
g ro w to iKju-CUkp.iirrt Mtb|err In eliphilni and the 
required icgiuiaiimi. OrJierwire inlci n will lw 
paid aher deduction «*T income im at the 
appropriate rare, currently SOT. 

*I1i*» arvdutnl iuiic arewmi 




irKwnili 
1 ill ihi- 


arrtHiut mumlih. 


OUR. CUSTOMER ADVICE LINE IS AVAILABLE FOR DETAIISOP ALLTHE SOC3X1VS CURRENT 
INVESTMENT RATES ON PETERBOROUGH (0173S) 391497. 



Norwich and 
Peterborough 


CHWeflkBMnbanasli BariM 


iivtairefnieiitaraiairwrimM/ 


c MUMtauBil 011788 SH3M. 
IIUI 


¥ m 




\ 


X 







m 







• •-r -A 


Zimbabwe stick to their 
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Cricket 

DEREK PRINGLE 
reports from Harare 
England 156 
Zimbabwe 93-2 


"flower 
shows all 

batsmen 4 

the way 1 


This was the second tune in two 
days England have been rained 


upon from a very great height. 
Although this time it was more 


Although this time it was more 
literal than metaphorical, with 
all but four balls of the final ses- 
sion being wiped out, you still 
get (he impression that England 
arc being toyed with from above 
as well us on the field. 

The downpour, which lasted 
for two hours, meant that Zim- 
babwe only batted for 48.4 
overs. At less than two runs per 
over, it was painfully slow go- 
ing - and yet this is how lest 
cricket is meant to be played 
and anyone who saw the nuts 
and bolts going into the long- 
term construction of Zimbab- 
we's total cannot have failed ro 
realise that it was simply an il- 
lustration of how to hat in a five- 
day match. Something England, 
the old-stagers of the gune, ap- 
pear to have forgotten. 

On the other hand. England 
optimists - a breed almost as 
thick-skinned and rare as the 
black Rhino itself -will see the 
rain as an opportunity for 
Michael Atherton’s team to 
get back into the match, with the 
lime-lost forcing Zimbabwe to 
swap their plodding game plan 
for something more inherently 
risky. 

If so. they bave failed to 
reckon with two things: firstly. 
Grant Flower's rooting ability on 
this black cotton soil pitch; and, 
secondly, the fact that England 
have the wrong bawling attack 
to exploit such a slow surface. 

Flower, at least here at 
Harare Sports Chib, is about as 
immovable as one of Raymond 
Illingworth's opinions. Two 
years ago here, he hit an 1 1-hour 
double-century against Paki- 
stan in the longest innings ever 
by a Zimbabwe player - its 
monolithic qualities, as well as 
the slowness of the outfield, be- 
ing emphasised by the fact that 
just 10 fours were scored. 

The bad news for just about 
everyone is that he is still there. 



HENRY BLOFELD 


Zimbabwe have, so. for foaght 
Pngtaiid ram lessons about the 


Could 


England's Phil TUfnell flees the field pursued by the groundstaff carrying the covers as rain brings play to an early end in Harare yesterday 


one stage, just before tea, Eng- 
land thought they had prised 
him from ms crease. Alec Stew- 
art completed a smart leg-side 
take off Robert Croft that every 
dose fielder felt the batsman 
had hit. Not out said umpire 
Russell Tiffin and Flower went 
on to finish the day unbeaten on 
33, having spent almost 200 mm- 


the unperturbed frequency of utes at the crease, 


his forward lunge draining the 
life from England’s bowlers. At 


As tenures go, it was about 
three hours longer than that of 


his opening partner, the left- 
handed Mark Dekker, who, 
after being drafted in to replace 
Stuart Carlisle, had the mis- 
fortune to receive and then 
edge a ball Alan Mullally man- 
aged to slant away from him. 

Before yesterday, Mullally's 
approach with the ball had been 
to fry and bore out the un- 
boreable, with a spectacular 
lack of success. Yesterday, how- 
ever, he ran in with real purpose. 


tightened his line and even got 
the ball to swing in to the right- 
handers, although several dose 
calls for Ibw agamsf. Flower 
failed to be upheld. 

He is the only pace bowler in 
En^ancfs side comfortable with 
pitching the full length required 
on this wicket. A criterion both 
Andy Caddickand Chris Silver- 
wood would surely have better 
fulfilled instead of one of the 
spinners, whose effectiveness 
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Where child plays could 
make you spit? (7) 
Allowed to have access 
to legal document? This 


Seen off at zero not half 
showing effect of cold (6) 
Worthy of remark but 


must be cancelled f7) 
Prolongation of old 


9 Prolongation of old 
stress (9) 

10 Puzzle about what 

moves commuters (S) 

11 Crossing an equine ani- 
mal (5) 

12 Stop chicken production 
at source? Some con- 
sumers like this (63) 

14 Who might start this 
kinsmans rumour of 
Santa? (8,6) 


A scrap and a not to- 
gether wiU attract these? 
(9) 

Having very little to hide 
(4-7) 

Agreement over river (3) 
Part of lovely Richmond 
theatre (5) 

Greek character carries 
skilful live performance 


Greed is a variable in 
conflict (8) 


will wane every time the match 
gets further shrunk by rain. 

• By contrast, the Yorkshire 
pair, Darren Gough and Craig 
White, like to baqg the bah into 
the pitch preferring to use the 
full-pitched ball - mainly in- 
swinging yorkers- as a surprise. 

It is a method Gough more 
or less confirmed after his 11 
wickets against Matabeleland, 
when he boldly announced that 
he was “not a line and length 
bowler™. They were never com- 
fortable with the strictures 
placed on them by conditions 
and a desperate captain. 

Such reticence normally pro- 
duces a stream of unremarkable 
deliveries, and one, a long-bop 
from around the wicket bowled 
by White, managed to see off 
Alistair Campbell, who diced 
his cut shot straight to Graham 
Thoipe at first sup. 

It is about the only time that 
Thorpe, whose batting is going 
through a wretched patch, has 
contributed to England’s cause 
in this series. It has been a con- 
fidence-sapping experience that 
many believe would have been 
better alleviated had England 
batted the in-form John Craw- 
ley in front of him at No 5. 

Crawley, who with Phil 


desperately slow pitch: On the ji 
first'day the bowlers underlined 
the importance of pitch ing the ^ 
balfupaDd bowling straight; on - 
the second the batsmen demon- 
strafed the necessity for careful ;• 
stroke selection- • - 

Numerically, this must seem 
jo be just about the dullest Tfest ‘ 
ipafoh in history. In 310 minutes, 
on the first 'day 137 runs were: 
scored froga 73 avers - , in a frac- 
- tioSLEBOiefban four hours on the; 
s«rond;ll2camefrora59arid 1 
yet ir has always been absorbing. . . 

This has been the ultimate 
grafters wicket and the Zim- 
babwean batsmen restrained : j 
themselves better than their, 

' En glish counterparts: ~ 

• After the early loss of Mark : : 
Dekker, Grant Flower showed 
if there, is one batsmen in, - 
; the worid better able Wcope cm . , 

■ such a surface, it is his brother 

Andrew. ; . 

: The combined adhesiveness^ 

;r of theFlowers can be taken foip 1 * 
/grafted. What could not was the; 
way fowtucfcAlistair Campb^Ip - 

and Dave Houghton, both na!^! ' ; 

. oral strafed makers, did their; ? 
'beat 1 to curb their' instinct!^ j- 
Ghnpbeil managed for 18 ove& •• 
'while Hougbton,not without od-_ • ’ 
Ic asfonall y making' the bowlegs i 
tfrink they had a chance, has six \ 
far been in for 25 overs. 

■ Grant Flower provided the, 
inspiration and example as hh. 
pushed and deflected and OC:. 

_ casionaliy drive, foot to thfr 

Photograph: StU Forste^ Alls port pitch and head right over the 
...e/SK - Jwn-Hk concentration is of Bffi. • 

Tufnefl. added a further 19 runs thot^ltelMfetmllKiy cott proportions. > . ' VI -.: 

" ■ 1 L ^w^Sb^dft^fctactiesfre ' : He neve* cut or hooked, KT 

used wstppEngEandwinr never grew Impatient and; j 
of his career and he ended.his ning in Bulawayo. ■' ;»■ . seemed set only on playing- an. ns 

220-minute stay at the crease 1 The isEtf'ffidikitAdp tii&fe even longer inmngs than the-U2 


an 


it] 




— • 




wr. 

Jiri' 


in the morning, is probably 
playing the ( tipj jt 

of his career and he endedhxs 
220-minute stay at the crease 
unbeaten on 47, -after TUfnell 
chested a short ball from Heath 
Streak on to his stomps. - - 
Thar ttismissal brought Streak 
his fourth wicket A welcome fil- 
lip after the bowler had been 
fined 15 per cent of his match 
foe (1,000 Zimbabwe dollars or 
about £60) by the match referee, 
Hanumant Singh, for saying he 


move the Kn^strJnetrta,^et- 
mgthatthebovrterhaa beftffifl^ 
justly punished, dubbed 
toget h er to pay Streak’s fine for 
him. A gesture made towards 
the “defence of free speech.™ A 
maxim this current England 
team is haying difficulty in com- 
ing to terms with. 


'Second 2W» abws wtinra?}. " V- 
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Mins 4BA (Niff*). -93 

V. 

rAGw»aafcdJwwt- 
H Steak E A Braratoa. 


: He never cut or hooked, Rt -i 
never grew Impatient and 1 
seemed set only oh playing, an . - 
even longer innings than the-112 
to hmrfter made m 365 minutete 
last week in Bulawayo. 

If bat together for any 
. length or time in tins innings ft, 
wiH be as dose to stalemate as 
cricket is ever likely to get. 

Campbell, tall, lithe and left-: 
handed began by trying to drive 
Robert Croft and, to his in-:- 
creasing frustration, was never: . 
able to time the ball. He soon; 
realised the foQy of his ways and 
became happy to join his part-j 
nerin a desultory search far sin-*.' 
gles. From time to time as ai 
variation Ik used thepace of tfafej 
seamersto^anceorruntheoallj 

to third man. 

Houghton was even more! 
praiseworthy for he looked. 


amniErftiiM# 

ew Hbriff not p ut — 
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Craft &0423J) 
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(nWifenftapaW- • n-- --' 

Pragmx LbkJe 38-1 (6 Rower id, 
Carapbal 151 17 twot SBt 103 wft 253 
omOtoe 93-2 (G Rower 33, Ww^iian 
28) 48 mea. RteuMoppad |Mv! 3n%m. 
Ptay ffmdaaed: 403pm. 

Itepfc**: KT Ft*ncfe|Srt Lanka) and.R B . 
TtfBn (3m). ' _ 


more out of sorts when having], 


to play this sort of game. He: 
took few real risks and he was; 


took few real risks and he was; 
only prepared to sweep the) 
spinners when the ball .was: 
pitched outride off stump. ! 

The England batsmen, who; 
are likely to have quite a job on 
their hands in the second in- 
nings, had better have taken; 
note. . 


ur 


17 They could keep you go- L3 Report of bringing on 
ing three nninds tilting baby too fast is arrogant 


in twice (4,10) 

21 Poor star s bad doing 
the splits? (9) ■ 

23 Arab woman in place of 
contest (5) 


24 Getting cold and taking 
a chance as day foils (5) 

25 Alibi unacceptable to 
Scottish town's jurisdic- 
tion {9) 

26 Expert manipulator of 


Friday’s solution 


Last Saturday's solution 
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figures (7) 
27 Misehievoi 


Mischievous type of girl 
men upset (7) 


(M) 

15 Awfully cruel about set- 
ting up life to make a 

16 ^Disgusting CIA acts net- 
ted one a complaint (8) 

IS Not examined, being 00 
remand? (7) 

19 Book having letters tike 
“zee™? (7) 

20 Disappoint with letters 
from Bulgaria? (6) 

22 Apprehensive state in 
English street (5) 

25 There's no profit in 
cheap drinks place (3) 


East Germans face drug charge 
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Sports officials who helped to 
make former East Germany a 
dominant force in certaior 
Olympic disciplines are facing 
the prospect of being charged 
with causing bodily harm for 
supplying competitors with 
banned perforrnance-enhanring 
drugs. 

A spokesman for the Berlin 
justice ministry said prosecutors 
were preparing charges against 
about 50 East German sports 
administrators, doctors and 
trainers, and that the first 
charges could be brought next 
year. 

“The investigations are con- 


tinuing,™ said RQdiger ReifE, the 
justice ministry spokesman. “It 
is a very large ana complicated 
issue. The charges being pre- 
pared are bodily harm through 
doping of East German sports- 
men and women.” 

The investigations, which 
were opened about 18 months 
ago, involve huge amounts of 
documentation so, to make 
their cases more manageable, 
prosecutors have focused on 


swimming, cyding, athletics and 


Despite its relatively small 
population of 17 millioa. East 
Germany consistently produced 
a string of champions, winning 
almost as many Olympic medals 
as the United States or former 
Soviet Union, whose bad pop- 
ulations at least 15 times as big 
to cal] upon. The country found 
particular success in women's 
swimming and men's cycling in 
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Europe and beyond in the 
1980s. 

About 20. athletes have aE 
realty filed ant against their for- 
mer mentors, amoogthem the 
weightfifter Roland Schmidt, 
who had to have removed from 
his chest some breast-tike tisSue, 
which apparently had developed! 
because of steroid abuse. 1 

The complexities of the issued 
mean that charges wiU be laid| 
only in cases where the athletes! 
were given dro£s without tbeirl 
knowledge, which means pros-| 
editors are concentrating prin-'J 
cipalty on the doping of chDdren^j 
and youths, , . . ;j 
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